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Dr. R. Kannan, B.Com . MBA. . CALIB.,. Government Museum,
B.L., M. Social Science (Birmingham, U.K.J, Ph.D.. Chennai - 600 008.
LAS.

Commissioner of Museums,
PREFACE

The then Perivar district was bifurcated out of the then
Coimbatore district on 17th September 1979 as the nineteenth
district of the State of Tamil Nadu. According to the government
policy of having a museumn at the head quarters of a district, the
Government Museum, Erode came into existence on 7th October
1987 as the fifth district museum under the Department of
Museums, Government of Tamil Nadu.

On the event of the first anniversary of tf.le museum, it was
decided to conduct a seminar in the museum for the benefit of
scholars and the general public along with an exhibition. The topic
chosen was "Temples of Periyar District”. There was a very
good response to the seminar. An exhibition on “"Temples of
Periyar District"” was also conducted. Drawings of many temples,
mosques and churches along with their description and the
antiquities used in the related institutions were on display.

There are 28 papers in this volume on the subjects of
architecture, art, cultural and social aspects of temples, mosques
and churches in the district. Eighteen articles are on Hindu temples,
~two articles are on Jain temples, two articles are on temples of
village deities, two articles are on dargahs and mosques, one article



1X -
is on the churches of the district, and two articles are about art and
medicine in general. The papers are mostly descriptive. They evoke
graphic memories for me since | had occasion to visit several of
them as Collector of Periyar District from July 1991 to September
1993.

The editor of the book, Dr. V. Jeyaraj, Curator, Chemical
Conservation and Research Laboratory of the Museurn and then
Curator of the Government Museum, Erode has put in a lot of
effort to bring out this book. Prof. S. Raju of Erode has taken
great pains to go through the manuscript before the publication
was brought out.

I hope this book will be well received both by scholars and
the general public. [ wish that this should be a useful publication of
the Department of Museums.

Chennai - 600 008,

2000 AD {R. Karnnan)
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