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GUIDE TO THE BIRD GALLERY OF THE 
MADRAS GOVERNMENT MUSEUM 

BY 

S. 'r. SATYAMURTI\ 

(Di'rector of 111useums, Government 
Museum, Madras). 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bird Gallery of the Madras Government Museum is 
accommodated in a large and spacious, almost square hall 
on the ground floor of the rear building of the Museum, 
between the Reptile and the Mammal Galleries. In recent 
years this Gallery has been modernized· by the installation 
of several built-in, illuminated cases and dioramas, comple­
tely replacing the old-fashioned systematic cases, and in 
which an attempt has been. made not only to display repre­
sentative specimens of almost all the common species of 
South Indian birds in their proper systematic sequence, but 
also as far as possible, the habitat of certain selected 
typical representatives of the various main groups of birds 
in specially constructed habitat groups; these are the 
dioramas with painted panoramic backgrounds and modelled 
foregrounds with accessories such as rocks, sand, vege­
tation, etc., in which the birds are exhibited as they would· 
appear in their natural surroundings. These dioramas 
alternate with the ordinary built-in cases which are devoted 
to the exhibition of the regular systematic· series of birds so 
as to secure a balanced presentation of systematic as well 
as ecological exhibits. The entire display thus seeks to 
provide the visitor with a fairly clear picture of not onlY! 
t.he fascinating diversity of the avifauna of South India, 
but also the ecological aspects of some of the typical 
members of the various main groups of birds represented 
in India. 

This Gallery is still under reorganization and moderni¢ 
zation, and pending the completion of the arrangements on 
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Specimens of the first two categories of feathers are 
exhibited in the show cases containing skeletal and integu­
mentary structures of vertebrates in the Skeleton Gallery. 

Birds are pre-eminently adapted to an' aerial life and 
the entire structure and organization of their bodies are 
admirably modified so as to render them capable of sus­
tained flight. Apart from a few flightless birds such as 
the Ostrich, Emen, Cassowary, Penguins, etc., which do not 
occur in India, the vast majority are flying birds. Many 
of their bones are hollow and porous in texture rendering 
them light and buoyant. The forelimbs are modified into 
the wings which are the main organs of flight. The tail 
feathers act as a rudder and help in steering the bird's 
flight. The powerful breast muscles, the prominent keel on 
the breast bone, which affords suitable attachment for the 
breast muscles, the light and hollow bones, the almost 
perfect fusion of the bones of the skull, th~ numerous air 
sacs which extend into the hollow of the larger bones and 
which serve as accessory respiratory organs are all modifi­
cations which render the birds capable of flight. 

The power of swift and sustained flight has enabled 
birds not only to enjoy a very wide distribution over the 
face of the earth, but also to migrate over enormous dis­
tances, crossing natural barriers such as oceans, moun­
tains, hills, rivers and streams· and find their way to remote 
and isolated regions. Although many species occurring in 
India are resident birds confined wit.hin Indian limits, yet a 
large number of migratory species such as swallows, wag­
tails, some species of wild ducks and related aquatic 01' 

marsh birds reach South India from remote northern coun­
tries such as Europe, Siberia and Scandinavia during win­
ter when the climatE: becomes too severe in those northern 
latitudes. Many species of these migratory birds that are 
winter visitors to India are also exhibited in this Gallerv 
along with the resident species. . 

As several excellent books on· Indian birds are available 
at present, some of them (especially those by Salim Ali and 
Whistler) with good coloured illustrations of many of the 
common species occurring in India, written by such well 
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known ornithologists as Salim Ali, Hugh Whistler, Stuart 
Baker and C. M. Inglis, it is proposed to give only a very 
brief outline of tile habits and other characteristic features 
of the species of birds exhibited in this Gallery so that the 
present handbooK will serve rather as an introduction to 
an elementary study of the avifauna of South India, help­
ing the lay visitor to this Gallery to understand and appre­
ciate the richness and variety of our local bird fauna as 
represented by the exhibited specimens in this Gallery, 
rather than as a detailed and descriptive treatise on the 
exhibited species of hirds. For more detailed and extensive 
descriptions, the visitor is advised to refer to the books 
mentioned above, including the classical volumes by 
Stuart Baker on birds in the Fauna of British India 
Series. 

The exhibited specimens of birds in this gallery consist 
mostly of stuffed and mounted birds, depicted as far as 
possible in their natural, life-like attitudes, labelled and 
arranged in their systematic order, and wherever pOSSible, 
also of the eggs and nests of the more common species. 
Some of these eggs and nests are incorporated in th~ 
habitat groups or dioramas, which regularly alternate 
with the systematic arrangement of birds in this Gallery. 

Till recently, the various main groups of birds of 
Orders were arranged in a sequence which commenced with 
the crows and other sparrow-like birds (Passeriformes) and 
ended with the Pelicans (Pelicaniformes) and the Grebes 
(Podicepediformes) but very recently, based on Dr. Dillon 
Ripley's latest Synopsis of the Birds of India and Pakistan, 
the usual sequence has been radically changed, but the new 
sequence is practically a reversal of the older one and 
begins with the Grebes and ends with the crows, sparrows 
and their allies; in other words, the new system begins with 
the more primitive forms and ends up with the most highly 
evolved ones. Since the main sequence in which the varIous 
groups are dealt with is practically the same, whatever 
system is followed, and in view of practical difficulties, the 
more familiar and well established system of classification 
and arrangement of t.he Orders which starts with the 
Passeriformes and ends with the Ducks, Pelicans and Grebes 
has been followed i.n the present arrangement of the exhi-
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bits in this Gallery. The various Orders of birds will 
therefore be dealt with in this Guide book accordng to the 
usual arrangement that has been followed in all well estab­
lished ornithological Rystems of classification, and is essen­
tially the same as that adopted in Stuart Baker's Fauna 
of British India volumes on Birds. 

Throughout the course of this Guide book, the latest 
and currently accepted scientific names of birds as record­
ed in Dillon Ripley's "A Synopsis of the Birds of India 
and Pakistan" (1961), have been adopted, but since in most 
cases the older names are more familial~ and better known 
these older equivalents of the new names, wherever the 
names have been changed, are listed serially in Appendix L 
Vernacular equivalents of English popular names of birds, 
wherever available, are listed in Appendix II in the alpha· 
betical order. 



Frontispiece : 

Halcyon smyrnensis fusca : 

The Indian White-Breasted Kingfisher. 
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ORDER PASSERIFORMES 
(Sparrows and Sparrow-like perching birds) 

This Order is a very large and extensive group com­
prising an enormous number of varied species such as the 
crows, sparrows, mYnahs, tree-pies, robins, larks, swallows, 
orioles, mini vets, bulbuls, babblers, flycatchers, thrushes, 
pipits, wagtails, flower-peekers, weaver birds, muniss; 
pittas, etc. Most of these birds are of small or medium 
size and many of them are brightly coloured. 

These are essentially perching birds. They all have 
four toes, three of which are arranged in front and one 
points backwards, and are adapted for perching. . This 
Order contains more than half of all the known birds, and 
inCludes numerous families, of which no less than twenty., 
four families are represented by exhibited specimens in this 
Gallery. 

. Family eORVIDAE 

This family includes the crows and their allies such 
as the Tree pies, Magpies, Jays, Nutcrackers, Ravens, 
Jack;daws, etc. Of these, the Crows and the Tree-pies 
alone are represented in South India and are exhibited in 
this Gallery. 

THE HOUSE CROW 

The House Crow (Corvus sple.ndens) is perhaps the 
.::ommonest and most familiar bird found everywhere in 
India. It is omnivorous and serves as a useful scavenger 
helping to keep the towns and villages clean of refuse. 
It lays four to five pale blue-green speckled eggs in a 
clumsy nest composed of twigs. A simplified habitat 
group showing a specimen of the House Crow with its nest 
and eggs is .. exhibited iIi·· addition to some separate 
&pecimen::i at· the commencemep,t qf t~e regular systemaU~ 
~erie$" . . . , . 

. .. .. "'.:.' 

" . 
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THE JUNGLE CROW 

The Jungle Crow (Corvus macrorhynchos) is larger 
than the house crow, with a much heavier beak. The 
plumage is black throughout, without the smoky grey tinge 
around the neck, characteristic of the house crow. The 
Jungle Crow is mainly a bird of the country side, but may 
be seen also in towns and villages in small numbers.' Like 
the house crow, it is omnivorous, but inclined to be more 
highly predaceous, feeding on eggs and young of birds, 
poultry, etc. 

THE INDIAN TREE PIE 

The Indian Tree Pie (Dendrocitta vagabunda) is a long­
tailed, chestnut-brown bird with a dull, smoky black head 
and neck, and a sooty hrown breast. The Tree Pie is 
essentially arboreal in its habits and is common in gardens 
and orchards. Its food is quite varied, consisting of fruits, 
Insects, lizards, frogs, centipedes, eggs and young birds, 
and sometimes even carrion. Tree Pies are sociable birds, 
associating in small flocks and keeping mostly to trees, 
seldom descending to the ground. They are generally 
noisy birds, uttering a variety of calls, often loud and 
harsh. 

SOUTHERN TREE PIE 

A specimen of the Southern Tree Pie (Dendrocitta 
leucogastra) is also exhibited. This is essentially an inha­
bitant of heavy forest and is found from the foot of the 
hills up to an altitude of about 5,000 in the hills. In 
habits, it is similar to the Indian Tree Pie. 

Family PARIDAE 
The Tits. 

Tits are small perching birds, with very short, straight 
and conical beak. The nostril!'! at the base of the beak ... 
are concealed beneath short, forwardly directed feathers. . 
This family includes active little sociable birds, clambering 
about among branches and twigs in search of. insect.q. 'rita 
"rre beneficial to 11'\an as ther destror lar~e· numQers of 
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~. harmful insect pests and their larvae in gardens and 

orchards. They are often apt to be pugnacious in their 
disposition. 

THE INDIAN GREY TIT 

The Indian Grey Tit (Parus majcJr) is a greyish black 
bird with whitish under parts and glossy black head, with 
glistening white patches on the cheek. It usually inhabits 
wooded localities and is found from the plahls, up to an 
altitude of about 6,000 feet in the hills. They are very 
active little birds clinging to stems and twigs often in all 
sorts· of acrobatic, attitudes. Their food consist5 of in­
sects, larva.e, flower buds, fruits, nuts and seeds. 

THE SOUTHERN YELLOW-CHEEKED TIT 

The Southern Yellow-cheeked Tit (Parus xanthogenys 
tra1)a;ncoreensis) is found throughout the Peninsula of India 
south of Chota Nagpur in the hills up to elevations of 
about 6,000 feet. During the breeding season it is found 
between 2,000 and 6,000 feet, sometimes ranging eVen 
hig.her than this in the Nilgiris and descending to the 
plains during the winter. 

Family SITTIDAE 
The Nuthatches 

The Nuthatches are small birds, closely allied to the 
Tits. The habits of the Nuthatches resemble somewhat 
those of the Woodpeckers. They are typically rather stout 
little birds, with a short, square tail, and straight, narrow 
fairly long, pointed beak. The legs are short and the feet 
large and Eltrong, with, sharp, strong claws. Nuthatches 
are generally found in family parties, hunting all over 
. trunks and branches of trees for insects that hide in bark 
crevices, and tap the barks of trees to dislodge insects in 
much the same way as Woodpeckers do. They also feed on 
nuts, boring holes into them by hammering with their beaks 
and extracting their contents. Unlike the Woodpeckers, 
however, thp. Nuthatches commonly begin at the top of a 
tr~ fm~ wor!t '<lo~w~i"ds ip their se~rcb for i:nseet~, 

file:///vork
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Specimens of the two common species of Nuthatches 
occurring in South India, namely, the Chestnut-bellied 
Nuthatch (Sitta, castanea) and the Velvet-fronted Nuthatch 
(Sitta frontalis) are exhibited. The latter is from Wynaad. 
Both species frequent well wooded localities and are com­
monly found in association with parties of other insect. 
hunting birds. 

Family TIMALIIDAE 
The Babblers 

The Babblers constitute a large family of tropical and 
sub-tropical birds found in Afdca and the Oriental Region. 
They comprise a large number of species including the 
well known "Seven Sisters", or the Common Babbler, so 
commonly met with in our gardens and compounds. Bab­
blers are small. to medium-sized perching birds, usually of 
dull brownish or greyish brown colour and largely of ter­
restrialhabits. The wings are short and rounded and 
their plumage is generally long, soft and rather lax. The 
legs and feet are strong, but their flight is feeble and 
never sustained. For t.he most part they frequent lightly 
wooded country or scrub land, and many species are gre­
garious, moving about in groups of about a dozen or so. 
The nests are usually placed on low bushes or on the 
ground. 

Specimens belonging to several different common 
I3pecies of South Indian Babblers are exhibited. 

THE WHITE-HEADED BABBLER 

The White-headed Babbler (Turdoides striatus or 
Turdoides griseus) is popularly known as the "Seven 
Sisters" on account of its habit of always congregating in 
groups of about six to a dozen individuals, but very frequ­
ently numbering exactly seven. It is essentially a bird of 
the plains, inhabiting compounds, gardens and groves in 
towns and villages wherever t.here is plenty of vegetation. 
It generall.vmoves about in small flocks or "sisterhoods" 
and is usually noisy and excitable, feeding on the ground 
~nd often flring up into the trees when disturbed. ThiS 
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has been termed by Salim Ali as the Jungle Babbler, but 
actually the real Jungle Babbler seems tobea different 
species. 

'THE SOUTHERN JUNGLE BABBLER 

The Southern Jungle Babbler (Turdoides striatus 
malabaricus) resembles the preceding species closely in its 
habits. They are noisy, active birds, gregarious in habits 
and flocking together into parties of about six to a dozen. 
It is found throughout the plains and in the hill ranges 
up to an altitude of 4,000 feet. It is found in all types 
of country but prefers the neighbourhood of man and is 
often found in gardens and groves in towns and villages. 
This is the southern race of the species, TUTdoides 
teTricolor which is found extensively all over North India. 
A male specimen from Sirumalais and an egg are 
exhibited. 

THE COMMON BABBLER 

The Common Babbler (TuTdoides caudatus) differs from 
the preceding species of Babblers in its longer tail, and 
in its longer and more slender bill. As a rule this bird 
avoids humid forest and swampy ground and prefers dry 
open country. They are found in the dry plains and in 
the hills up to an altitude of about 4,000 feet. Thsy 
generally live in small parties of about six to eight, feeding 
mostly on the ground and shuffling their way along through 
thorny bushes and shrubs. Their flight is feeble. Their 
food consists mostly of insects. 

Other closely related species of Babblers of the' same 
genus (TuTdoides) exhibited in this Gallery are the Southern 
Grey Babbler (TuTdoides malcomi) and the Rufous Babbler 
(ATgya subrufa). The Southern Grey Babbler frequents 
more heavily forested areas and is gregarious. It is very 
noisy and excitable in its habits, feeding mostly on insects, 
but sometimes .also on seeds and fruit. 

THE RUFOUS BABBLER 

The Rufous Babbler (Turdoidessubrufus) is very similar 
in its habits to the Common Babbler, except that it is con· 
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tined more exclusively to the jungle and bamboo trees quite 
away from the vici~ity of man. 

THE SOUTHERN INDIAN SCIMITAR BABBLER 

The Southern Indian Scimitar Babbler (Pomatorhinus 
schisticep8 travancoreensi.'J) is a gregarious species, confined 
to wooded country and going about in small parties in the 
thick undergrowth and bamboo bushes in the forest. Its 
bill is characteristically scimitar-shaped and is well adapted 
for' digging in the moist ground for the insects and grubs 
on which it mainly feeds. This species is chiefly confined 
to hilly and forested country up to an altitude of about 
6,000 feet. Tnese birds utter a variety of soft musical 
calls. 

THE RUFOUS-BELLIED BABBLER 

The Rufous-bellied Babbler (Dumetia hyperythra) is a 
small Babbler about the size of a sparrow usually found 
in small parties of about five to ten skulking among tufts 
of tall grass and thorny bushes in lightly wooded country. 
As a rule it is much more shy than the Common Babbler 
and generally keeps to thick cover in scrub grass and 
bamboo bushes. 

THE SMALL WHITE-THROATED BABBLER 

The Small White-throated Babbler (Dumetia hypery­
thra alboguZaris) is more or leas similar to the preceding 
species, but has a pure white throat. This little Babbler 
may be found in any type of country other than actual 
forest. It is found in small parties of about five to ten 
individuals, skulking among bushes and feeding on insects, 
insect larvae and the nectar of flowers. 

THE INDIA~ YELLOW-EYED BABBLER 

The Indian Yellow-eyed Babbler (Chrysomm,a sinensis 
sinensis = Pyctorhis sinensis sinensis) is chestnut brown 
above with white underparts and with a conspicuous 
orange-yellow ring round the eye. It is found in small 
flocks, skulking among thorny scrub and bushes, hunting 
for spiders and insects on whiCh they mainly feed. When 
alarmed, they hop away and hide in the thick undergrowth, 
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uttering a harsh cry. They are found in scrub and grass 
jungle in the plains and in the hills up t~ an altitude of 
about 5,000 feet. 

THE SPOTTED BABBLER 

The spotted Babbler (pellorneum ruficeP8 rujiceps) is 
a small, ohve brown bird with whitish underparts, a rufous 
brown cap and streaked breast. It is a very shy blrd, 
usually found skulking in the thick undergrowth m well 
wooaed country. It prefers particularly ,hillsides over­
grown with bamboo bushes and scrubby vegetation. It 
spends much of its life on the ground searchmg for insects 
among fallen leaves. It occurs in the hills up to an 
altitude of 5,000 feet. 

THE NILGIRI QUAKER BABBLER 

The Nilgiri Quaker Babbler (Alcippe poioicephala 
poioicepha.e) is another closely allied, small, olive brown 
Babbler with ashy grey .head and neck and paler under­
parts. It is widely distributed in Peninsular India and 
Assam and Burma, but not found in Ceylon. It is mosvly 
arboreal in its habits and commonly occurs in small flocks 
of live to ten or more, hunting for insects, etc., in the 
foliage along with other species of birds. It prefers moist 
forest in hllly country and frequently climbs very high on 
the trees, rarely ever descending to the ground. A single 
specimen from E,:odaikanal is exhibited. 

THE BLACK-HEADED BABBLER 
" 

The Black-headed Babbler (Rhopocichla atricepB 
atriceps) is a small, sparrow-like Babbler, very similar in 
its habits to the Spotted Rabbler. Like the latter, it is 
rather shy and skulking in its habits, and frequents the 
,thickest uudergrowth in densely forested country, moving 
about ill small flocks of five or six and feeding mostly on 
insects. 

BODRDILLON'S BABBLER 

A female specimen of a local race of this species, the 
Bourdillon's Babbler (Rhopocichla atriceps bourd,lloni), 
which is confined to Travancore, is also exhibited in this 
Gallery. 
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Family PYCNONOTIDAE 
The Bulbuls 

This is a large family of rather small perching birds, 
mostly arboreal in habits and seldom descending to the 
ground. They live mostly in pairs, feeding largely on 
small fruits, but they also prey on many species of insects 
as well. Bulbuls are chiefly ditinguished from the other 
allied families of perching birds by the shortness of their 
legs and their rather short and rounded wings and the 
either square or slightly forked tail. 

This family is divided into two 8ub-families-the 
Liotrichinae, which includt~ the lora and the Chloropsis, 
and the PycilOnotinae which includes all the rest of the 
Bulbuls. 

Subfamily LIOTRICHINAE 
THE COMMON lORA 

The Common lora (Aegithinia tiphia tiphia) is distin­
guished by its characteristic black and yellow colour pat­
tern and the presence of two white wing bars. It is a 
bird of the plains and lower elevations in the hills and is 
seldom found above 2,000 feet. It is chiefly arboreal in 
its habits and frequents gardens and groves in towns and 
villages and also in lightly wooded country. It usually 
escapes notice as it hops quietly among the thick foliage 
where its colour harmonizes well with the green colour of 
the leaves. It hops from branch to branch and may 
often be found clinging on to twigs upside down Or side­
ways in its search for insects amongst the leaves. It has 
a variety of long drawn out musical calls punctuated by 
short chirrup ping notes. 

THE MALABAR CHLOROPSIS 

The Malabar Chloropsis (Ch,lonopsis laurifrons fron­
talis) is the southern race of the Gold-fronted Chloropsis 
(Chloropsis aurifrons au.rifrons) or "Green Bulbul" which 
is found locally throughout the Indian Union. The Mala­
bar Chloropsis of which a male and a female specimen are 



Fig. 1. Dendrocitta vagabunda : 

The Indian Tree Pie. 



Fig. 2. Kitta chinensis chinensis : 

The Iridian Green Magpie. 
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exhibited in this gallery, is confined to the West Coast of 
India, ranging from Khandala to Ceylon, but is otherwise 
very similar in its habits to the typical form. The Mala­
bar race is found mostly in the hills at all elevations up 

-to an altitude of about 6,000 feet, inhabiting· well wooded 
areas or open country near human habitations. It is almost 
entirely arboreal, feeding on insects, spiders, fruit and 
flower nectar. 

S-lbfcm'ly .PYC~CNOTINAE 

This sub-family includes all the remaining species of 
Bulbuls. 

THE RED-VENTED BULBUL 

The Red-vented Bulbul (Pycnmwtus cater cater, for­
merly known as· Molpa.sU38 cater cater or Molpastes 
haefn{)rrhoushaemorrhous) is one of the commonest and 
most familiar of Indian birds frequenting gardens and 
residential compounds and is readily distinguished by its 
partially crested black head and the conspicuous crimson 
patch in the vent (i.e., below the base of the tail). It is 
noted for its pugnacious nature and is popular as a fight­
ing bird. They often collect in large numbers in gardens, 
orchards and compounds, for feeding on the fruits of the 
banyan and pipal trees and on winged termites. The food 
of this and other allied species of Bulbuls consists largely 
of fruits and berries of various kinds, as well as insects 
and grubs. 

THE SOUTHERN INDIAN BLACK BULBUL 

The Southern Indian Black Bulbul (Hypsipetes mada­
gascariensis ganeesa) is somewhat larger in size than the 
Red-vented Bulbul. It is a dark ashy grey bird, with a 
coral red beak and a black crest, and somewhat long, 
bluntly forked tail. It is a bird frequenting high trees in 
forest, especially on the hills up to an altitude of about 
5,000 feet. . They are very noisy and restless birds, often 
moving about in large flocks high up on the tree tops and 
rarely ever desecending to the ground or to the und~r­
growth. Their food consists mostly of berries, but insects 
are also eaten. 
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THE YELLOW-BROWED BULBUL 

The Yellow-browed Bulbul (HYP8ipete.s indicus indicU8) 
is a bird with a rich, yellowish green plumage, with 
bright yellow face and underparts, about the size of the 
Red-vented Bulbul. It is essentially a bird of the forests, 
found throughout the low country and in the hills at all 
heights from 2,000 feet to about 6,500 feet. It moves 
about in small flocks and is quite noisy, uttering a vadety 
of soft, musical calls. It sometimes ventures into gardens 
and orchards, and feeds mostly on insects, seeds and 
fruits. 

THE RED-WHISKERED BULBUL 

The Red-whiskered Bulbul (Pycnonotus jOC08US, 

emeria) is about the size of the Red-vented Bulbul, but is 
easily distinguished from the latter by its black, erect, 
pointed crest and a bunch of crimson whiskers. Its habits 
are much the same as those of the Red-vented Bulbul, but 
as a rule it prefers more well wooded lOcalities and is 
commonly found in the hills up to an altitude of about 
6,000 feet. However, they avoid thick forest, and often 
enter gardens, orchards and low scrub jungle, and are 
cheerful, lively birds, uttering a variety of loud, musical 
calls. In the Nilgiris they are perhaps one of the com­
monest birds. They feed both on insects and fruits and 
usually become tame and confiding in captivity. 

A specimen of a local race of this species, namely, 
the Southern Red-whiskered Bulbul (pycnonotus jOC08U8 

fusicaudata) from the Shevroys is also exhibited, along 
'With its egg. 

THE YELLOW-THROATED BULBUL 

The Yellow.throated Bulbul (Pycnonotu8 xantholaemus) 
is another South Indian species of Bulbul which, however, 
is more restricted in· its distribution, being confined to 
Travancote, Mysore and the Eastern Ghats and appears to 
be much rarer than the common species enumerated above. 
It is found from the foothills up to nearly 5,000 feet. It 
is said to be a shy, active little bird, very restless and 
when disturbed, may fly a considerable distance before 
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~tt1ing down again. It is said to ascend the higher ranges 
for breeding purposes. Two specimens from Udayagiri, 
Nellore District, Andhra Pradesh, are exhibi~. 

THE RUBY-THROATED BULBUL 

The Ruby-throated Bulbul (Pycnon()tus melanicterus 
gularis) is a closely allied species, readily distinguished by 
its black head an.d ruby-red throat. It is also restricted 
in its distribution, being confined to Western India from 
Kanara to South Travancore. It is a shy bird, inhabiting 
forested localities in the p.ains, going about in small flocks 
or sometimes singly or in pairs. Two stuffed specimens­
a male and a femal~from Cochin forest are exhibited. 

THE WH1TE-BROWED BULBUL 

The White-browed Bulbul (Pycnonotus luteolus) is a 
much commoner and more widely distributed species than 
the two preceding species, being found throughout Penin­
sular India south of the Indo-Gangetic plains. It avoids 
actual forest, but frequents shrubby areas in dry, open, 
scrubland and prefers bushy localities in low country. It 
often enters large gardE:ns and compounds with thick 
vegetation, and may be easily located by its low, subdued 
"churring" call, but frequently the male bursts out into a 
loud, rattling call. It feeds chiefly on berries, insects and 
nectar of flowers. . This and other species of Bulbuls play 
an important role in the pollination of flowers and the dis­
persal of seeds by virtue of their feeding habits. One of the 
two specimens exhibited, together with two eggs, is from 
the Museum compound in Madras. 

Family TURDIDAE 
(Stone Chats, Bush Chats, Robins, Thrushes) 

This family includes a large number of species of small 
to medium-sized perching birds, similar to the Babblers in 
many respects, but with a thinner and more compact 
plumage and longer wings. The young of these birds differ 
in colouratlOn from their parents, usuaJy in being more 
or less spotted or variously marked. The· legs are rather 
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long and strong, and on the . ground these birds are able 
to proceed rapidly by hopping. The wings are. fairly long 
and the tail i~ moderately long and square at the tip. They 
are mainly insectivorous birds, but many species eat fruit 
as well. A number of species are migratory. 

This family is sometimes divided into four sub­
families. namely, the Saxicolinae (Chats), Phoenicurinae 
(Bluethroats and Robins), the Brachypteryginae (the Blue 
Chats) and the Turdinae (the Thrushes), but for the pur­
poses of the present Guide book, ail the birds of this 
family are treated together as members of a single group 
-the Turdidae . 

. THE INDIAN BLUE CHAT 

The Indian Blue Chat (Erithacus brunneus brunneus) 
is an extremely ahy, sparrow-like bird, frequenting forests, 
where it keeps mostly to the ground, never ascending up 
the trees. It breeds in the Himalayas, Kashmir, Sikkim 
and Bhutan, but in the winter it migrates south and is 
found throughout India and Ceylon. In South India it 
,frequents shady forests and the vicinity of ravines and hill 
streams. It hops about amidst the undergrowth in search 
of insects on which it mainly feeds. A single male speci­
men from Wynaad is exhibited. 

THE INDIAN PIED BUSH CHAT OR STONE CHAT 

The Indian Pied Bush Chat or Stone Ghat (Saxicola 
caprata) is .found throughout the Indian Union, Ceylon, 
Pakistan and Burma, either as & resi,dent bird or a winter 
visitor. It is a small, sparrow-like bird, with marked 
difference in colour between the sexes. The male is black, 
with white patches on the rump, abdomen and wings, while 
the female is earthy brown, with pa.e, rust-coloured rump. 
The Pied Bush Chat frequents grassland and thin, lightly 
wooded scrub jungle and hill sides and prefers the vicinity 
of villages, gardens and cultivated fields. It generaJy 
perches on an exposed rock, stone or tree stump and makes 
'Short flights to the ground to feed on the insects. It also 
makes short sallies in the air, hawking about for flying 
insects. Its call is a harsh ,. chek-chek-chek', but the male 



\ 

1· 

OtTIDE TO THE BIRD GALLERY 18 

has a pleasant whistling ,song during the breeding 
.season. 

Two well defined geographical races of this species 
occur in India, namely, the Southern Indian Stone-Chat 
(SaxicOla coprat(l. atrata.) and the Northern Indian Stone 
Chat (Sax·icola cap'rata bicolor). The Southern Indian form is confined to Ceylon, Tl'avancore, Mysore, Nilgiris and 
Malabar, while the other race occurs all over India north 
of this zone. Two specimens of the Northern Indian 
form from Kurnool, and an egg of the Southern race are 
exhbited: 

T HE INDIAN REDSTART 

The Indian Redstart (Phoenichuru8 ochruros) is a 
rather slender, active little bird with a characteristic black 
and orange-chestnut plumage. It is a winter visitor found 
more or less throughout the plains and hills of India up 
to Travancore and the NLgiris. It is found frequmting 
gardens, groves and cultivated 'fields between Septembel' 
and April. It is active in its habits, and keeps constantly 
quivering its tail and flying from perch to perch on boul­
ders or branches of trees. It feeds mainly on insects and 
spiders, picking them off from the gtound. A male and 
fa, female specimen from Madras are exhibited. . . 

THE BLACK-BACKED INDIAN ROBIN 

The Black-backed Indian Robin (Saxicoloides /uUcata. 
fulicata) is an active little black bird with a white patch 
on its wings and a rusty red patch on the under side at 
the root of the tail. . The male is glossy black, while the 
fema:e is ashy brown or dark brown, without the white 
patch on the wings. . It is found throughout India in the 
~lains and in the hills up to about 5,000 feet. If frequ­
ents rugged scrubland in the vicinity of towns and villagos 
where it may be commonly seen nerched on tous of that­
ched roofs. It often prefers stony and bare hill sides and 
dried up ravines, It is an active bird hopping along the 
ground and perching on stones or ant hil's and freauen{{y 
jerking up' its cocked tail. Its food consists of ins"cts, 
spiders, etc. This is a famiHar bird of the country side 
i~ the plains, easily recognized by its- habit of holding th~ 

• • > ~..". 
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:tong tail erect so as to expose the bright chestnut red 
patch below the tail. 

THE MAGPIE ROBIN 

The Magpie Robin (C'opsychus saularis) is one of our 
most familIar birds frequenting towns and villages all over 
India and Ceylon. The male is glossy black over the head, 
neck and breast and the upper plumage, while the rest of 
t.he lower plumage is white. In the female, the black parts 
are replaced by brown and slaty grey. It is easily re­
cognized in the field by its cocked tail, and the black and 
white pattern of colour. It may be seen almost in every 
garden or compound hunting for insects undisturbed by 
the presence of man. It has the habit or expanding its 
tail anto a fan and jerking it up until it nearly meets the 
head. It is one of our best songsters in the breeding 
season. It selects a site for its nest usually in the vicinity 
of human habitation. A habitat group exhibited in this 
Gallery shows a Magpie Robin which has built its nest 
inside an earthen pot. 

j .: ~ ~ 
THE INDIAN SHAMA 

The Indian Shama (CopSYChU8 malabaricus .:.-.- Kitta­
cincla macroura or Kittacincla malabarica) is a close rela· 
tive of the Magpie Robin and resembles the latter very 
much except that the under parts are chestnut instead of 
being white. It is essentially a bird of the forested foot. 
hills where they prefer the vicinity of shady ravines and 
hill streams. It is shy and retiring in its habits and as a 
rule avoids the neighbourhood of human dwellings. It 
feeds mostly on the ground, searching for insects, worms 
land fruits fallen from the trees. It is well known as one 
of the favourite singing birds of India and has a loud, 
richly melodious song. This bird has the curious habit of 
frequently striking the wings together above the body as it 
flies across open ground, especially during the breeding 
season. 

THE INDIAN BLACKBIRD 

The Indian Blackbird (Turdus merula) is a greyish 
J?rown bird inhabiting well woodeg localities ip tile :t\iHs. 
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and often wandering into the vicinity of towns and vlllages­
in the plains. It has the habit of hopping on the ground, 
turning over stones,. and leaves, etc., in search of insects 
and fallen fruit on which it mainly feeds. It also some­
times feeds on flower nectar and fruits on the trees. 

Specimens of three distinct races of the Indian B1ack~ 
bird are exhibited in this Gallery, namely, the Black-capped 
Blackbird (Turdus rnerula nigropileus), which occurs in 
Western India, north of Mysore and the Nilgiris and ex­
tending north to the Madhya Pradesh, the Nilgiri Black­
bird (Turdus merula simillimus) confined to the Nilgiris 
and the Bourdillon's Blackbird, (Turdus merula bourdilloni) 
which is found in South West India from South Travan­
core to the Palni Hills. The habits of all these raees are 
similar to those of the typical form described above. 

THE WYNAAD LAUGHING THRUSH 

The Wynaad Laughing Thrush (Garrulax delesserti) is 
confined to dense, forested country in the Wynaad and nei­
ghbouring areas in the Western Ghats. It is rather secretive 
and sedentary in its habits, seldom moving away from its 
accustomed haunts. It generally occurs in large parties and 
feeds mainly on insects, etc., on the ground among fallen 
leaves. A single specimen of this rather rare species from 
South Coorg is exhibited. 

THE NILGIRI, OR RUFOUS-BREASTED, LAUGHING 
THRUSH 

The Nilgiri, or rufous-breasted, Laughing Thrush 
(Garrulax cachinnans) is a resident species confined to the 
Nilgiris at elevations of over 4,500 feet. This species is 
extremely common in the Nilgiris, especially in the higher 
altitudes. It generally occura in parties which live in dense 
undergrowth searching on the ground most of the time for 
insects and fallen berries on which they mostly feed. It 
has a shrill call very similar to human laughter. The 
nest and egg of this species f:rom the Niigiris, are 
e;hiQitec;l! .. . 



16 GUIDE TO THE BIRD GALLFRY 

THE TRAVANCORE LAUGHING THRUSH 

The Travancore Laughing Thrush (Garrulax 1erd()ni 
fairbanki) is a very similar hill species closely related to 
the preceding species. It is representE'd in the exhibited 
series by two races, 1'. 1erdoni meridionale, Blanford's 
Laughing Thrush, from South, Travancore, and T. jerdoni 
fairban1ci, the Travancore Laughing Thrush, which is con­
fined to North TraVaJlcore. 

THE WHITE-THROATED GROUND THRUSH 

The White-throated Ground Thrush (Zoothera citrinft) 
is a plump, short-tailed Thrush about the size of a Mynah, 
with yellowish brown head, neck and under parts and slaty 
Blue upper plumage. It frequents forested areas mainly in 
the neighb0urhood of ravines and hill streams. It digs in 
the groundamon$! fallen leaves for im~ects and berries. The 
males have a rich whistling song during the breeding 
season. Specimens of the two common races of this species 
are exhibited. namely, the typical White-throated Ground 
Thrush of the Peninsula (Geoclchla citrin a cyanotis) and 
the Nort.h Indian Orange-headed Ground Thrush (Geocichia 
eitrina citrina). 

THE PIED GROUND THRUSH 

The, Pied Ground Thrush (Zoothera wardii) is a closely 
allied species, occurring in the Himalayas from the Sutlej 
to the extreme east of Assam, north of the Brahmaputra., 
In winter it migrates to the extreme south of· India and 
Ceylon, and is often found in the Nilgiris. Although nor-, • 
mally an inhabitant of the forests, it does not avoid the 
vicinity of humlln dwellings. It keeps almost entirely tq 
the ground while feeding on insects, and is as a 1:'uJe a 
silent bird, although restless in its habits. It inhabits 1h(' 
hills between elevations of 2,500 and 5.000 feet. The 
exact lbcality of the two exhibited specimens of this 
species is not recorded. 

THE BLUE-HEADED ROCK THRUSH 

The Blue-headed Rock Thrush (Monticola cinclorhyu­
ChUB) is a migratory species with a characteristic blue and 
black u:pper plumage, the head, chin and thro~t ~lso beir.~ 



Fig. 3. Pycnonotus jocosus emeria : 

The Red-Whiskered Bulbul. 

"',: . 



Fig. 4. Terpsiphone paradisi paradisi ':, 

The Indian Paradise Flycatcher 

(Mature Male). 



Fig. 5. Terpsiphone paradisi paradisi : 

The Indian Paradise Flycatcher 

(Female). 



4r" 

Fig. 6. Lanius excubitor lahtora : 

The Indian Grey Shrike. A. 



bule. In winter it .. is found throughout India and is part1-
cu·.arly common in the Western Ghats. It frequents open 
hill forests and lightly wooded country and bamboo jungie, 
and is particularly common in coffee and cardamon planta­
tions. This Thrush is, as a rule, silent and secretive in 
. its habits in its winter quarters but during thebreed"ng 
season the males have a loud, clear, low, pleasant call which 
betrays its presence. It feeds both on insects an<i on ber­
ries. It breeds throughout the Himalayas where it is a 
famLiar bird ih summer. 

. .. 

THE 'WESTERN BLUE ROCK THRUSH 

The Western Blue Rock Thrush (Monticola'solitariw;) 
fs a rather rare winter visitor to Sout.hern India and Cey­
lon. The female differs from the male in being dull greyisq 
brown, with the face and breast mottled with pa:e buff. It 
frequents hill sides strewn with boulders and maybe s~ett 
loften perched on top of rocks and huge boulders. It is 
silent during the. winter, but. has a - melodious song in its 
northern' quarters during 'the breeding season. 

THE MALABAR WHISTLING THRUSH 

The Malabar Whistling Thrush CMyiophoneu8 hors­
fie'di) is essentially' a bird of the hills,' irihab!ting the 
Western Ghats and Shevroy Hills in South India. It is 
a handsome bluish' black bird with glossy metallic blue 
patc.hes 'on the forehead and shoulder.s. It freauents·' well 
woeded rocky nuLahs and torrential stre3ms, both n::'ar and 
away from human dwellings. In the breeding season it 
develops a rich, melodious, whistling song. which has earned 
for the bird its popular name of .~'Whist1ing Schoolboy" or 
·'IdleSchoolboy". It is heard chiefly in the early morning. 
Its food consists mainly of aquatic insects, snaLs and crabs. 
The bird has the habit of constantly jerking its tail and 
spreading it fanwise, . whilst feeding, in ,order to dislodge 
the lurk}ll8' prey from the crevices of rocks, stones, etc. 

, Family MUSCICAPIDAE 

Flycatchers • 

: 'Flycatchers' constitute a very large family of bird~ 
found all over the world and very' well represented in Indi~, 

2 
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They ar~ small, Thrush-like birds, in which 4-he plumage of 
th~ nestlin'5is normally mottled. The bill is flat and 
pointed and there are numerous hairs stretchin~ fromtha 
forehead over the nostrils. .The wings are fairly· long, 
making it possible for the birds to fly swiftly and power~ 
fully. The legs and feet, on the other hand; are small and 
weak, and used only for perching. The tail is moderately 
long and square, or slightly forked at the tip. Insom,; 
species (e.~;, the Paradise Flycatcher) th~ tail is longalld 
streamer like. Many species are migratory. Their food 
consists mostly of insects which they capture on the wing. 
As a rule, they are solital'ybirds. Their colour is vari-

b.ble, ranging from dull browns and greys to brilliant 
hues.· . . ' 

Several species of Flycatchers occur in India; of these, 
specimens of most of the common South Indian species are 
exhibited in this Gallery. 

THE TICKELL'S BLUE FLYCATCHER 

The ,Tiekell's Blue Flycatcher CMuscicapa tickelliac 
tickelliae --.: Cyornis tickelliae tickelliae) is a blue bird with 
bright azure blue forehead and found practically throughout 
India. It inhabits well wooded cultivated country and pte­
fers· esnecially t,be foothills where it haunts shady ravines 
nnd sholas. It is an active little bird with a sharp metallic 
call and feeds mainly on fiies, mosquitoes and gnats. 

THE, BLUE-THROATED FLYCATCHER 

The Blue-throated. Flycatcher (Mu8cicapa rubecu'oides 
7'ubeculoides=Cyornis rubeculoides rubecu,loides) isanot.her 
dark blue Flycatcher, very similar to the preceding species, 
put is migratory. being found in the Himalayl,s during sum. 
mer and migrating down to _ Eastern and North Eas4-ern 
India during the winter. It is essentially a bird of the 
forest, but in winter, whpn. if mig-rates, , it may be found 
fnany type of well wooded country, cultivated or wild, 
and is f'suedall¥ seen in ope,n b1mb:"lo jungles. They are 
actiye Jittle birds mainly found huntjl;lg' forinseets ·in the 
Jow bushes and undergrowth~ . . 
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THE WHITE-BELLIED BLUE FLYCATCHER 

The White-bellied Blue Flycatcher (MuBcicapa pallipes 
tJallipes = Cyornis pallipes pallipes) occurs in South West 
India on the Western Ghats, from Belgaum to the extreme 
South of Travancore.· It is confined almost entirely to 
dense forest from the foothills up to an altitude of ab:mt 
6,000 feet. It has a sweet but rather melancholy song 
which is heard either early in the morning or late in the 
evening. A male specimen from Wynaad is exhibited. 

THE VERDITER F'LYCATCHER 

TheVerditer Flycatcher (Muscic'J,1Ja thalassina tha!as­
sin a) is a mi~ratory bird found breeding in the Himaayas 
between 4,000 ~nd 9,000 feet in summer, but more crle~s 
throughout InJia in winter. The male is bright bluish 
green, but the female is duller and more goreyish. It in­
habits well "·coded country and is quite active, frequsntl:r 
sweeping'. into the air and catchin~ inSects on the wing. 11 
.is a bold and confiding bird, often entering into go'lrdens 
and is generally silent in winter, but the males have a 
pleasant call during the breeding season. 

THE NILGIRI VERDITER FLYCATCHER OR 
BLUE FLYCATCHER 

The Nil!riri Verditer Flycatcher or Blue Flvca+clw!' 
(Milscicapa albicaudata) is somewhat smaller th~n the pre­
ceding species and is more. or less a resident bird in the 
South Indian hillsespeciallv .in the Nilgiris and Travan­
core Hills. It is more dull coloured, with white·· under 
pa.rts. It. breeds during summer in the hills between 2.500 
Itnd 6.000 fef't. It does not appear to visit t.hepla~m 
'dur~ng' the winter. Only an egg of this species is exhibited 
in this Gallery. .. . 

THE LITTLE' BROWN:FLYCATCHER 
. . - , 

The· Little Brown Flyca-tcher (Muscica1Ja laLirostris) .is 
A quiet. little. solitary bird. frcquent;llg' the more secluded 
and well wooded country especially in places where the 
p-ound is rugged and broken. It is a rather. dull. coloured 
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bird with: a -predominantly pale, ashy grey plumage and a 
Jarge,dark eye surrounded PYa whitish ring. It generally 
keeps to the. branches of shady trees and fe:-dson insects 
which it catches entirely on th3 wing. It is said to be a' 
sociable bird during the winter. A single male specimen 
from the Shevroy Hills is exhibited. -

-THE BLACK AND -ORANGE FLYCATCHER . . . . ~ . 

Th~ Black and Orange Fylcateher (Mu~cicapa nigro­
rufa) is a strikingly coloured bird with a contrasting pat­
tern of black on the neadand parts of the wings and bright 
orange on the remainder of the plumage. 'It -inhabits the 
hill ranges 6f -- South - India froni Cape Comorin _ to the 
Wynaad, generally above an altitude of '2,500 feet, ~w,herever 
I here is sufiicientIy thick forest. It feeds on insects, mainly 
in the lowel' branches of the trees. 

THE INDIAN PARADISE FLYCATCliER 

_ The Indian Paradise_ Flycatcher (Terpsiphone paradis~ 
paradisi) is perhaps the most elegant of the Iridian spscies 
of Flycatchers, and is found practically throughout India' in 
the plains and in the hills up to about 5,000 feet. There 
is marked sexual dimorphism in this species. The adult 
male is silvery - white, with black, crested headalid two 
Long, streamer-like tail frat hers, while the young male and 
"he female are chestnut above and greyish white below. 
The' yotingmale' has cheRtnut streamers' in thp. tail 
,while the female is without them. This handsoIIi,eFly­
catcher may "be found' singly or in pairs, frequenting shady 
groves, gardens - and orchards and, lightly wooded 'country. 
It is a graceful spectacle to see these elegant btrds flying 
swiftly backwards and forwards in - gardens ,- and orchards 
with their long~ sh'eamer~like' tail feathers trailizrg behind 
them. - They are rather tame and confiding birds and feed­
ing on insects entirely on the wing and never' descending 
to the ground in search of their prey. They have a harsh. 
shrill call; 'They'are-- essentially- resid&nt --birds;' but move 
nbout a great deal locally depending on the' abundance of 
their insect' food .. '- Mature and' immature: sjfecim-ens of' 
,both the' male: and the female areexhibited~to illustrate 
the marked differences' hi the -. colour and in' the nature of 
the tail feathers. 

--t"-
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THE:MADH.AS BLACK-NAPEDFLYCATCHER 

The ,Madras Black-naped Flycatcher (Monarr,hai 
iLzurea styani) is distinguished by a large black patch 
on the nape alid· a crescent-shaped black bar across the 
fore-neck. The crown and sides of the black patch on the 
nape are brilliant azure blue. It occurs in the southern 
alid western portions of the Indian Peninsula and is found 
both in the plains and iIi the hills up to an altitude of 3,000 
feet or even higher. It, is an active little bird catching 
-insects always on the. wing and J;eldom descending to the 
ground. "_,""'" ,,' 

. - - . 
THE WHITE-BROWEDFANTAIL FLYCATCHER' 

The White-browed", Fantail Flycatcher (Rhipidura 
aureola aureo.a) is a fairly common Indian species ,of 
Flycatcher found 'more' or -less throughout India and is 
'distinguished 'by its broad, white forehead and white under­
parts.' It is a lively, active little bird, found in open, but 
w~ll 'wooded country and is often seen frequenting groves 
and gardens. It feeds largely Oil mosquitoes and gnats 
entirely on the -wing and is easily recognized by its jerky 
flight and restless movements. It has a sweet, melodious 
call; much like a human whistle. A male sp<ocimen from 
Madras and a nest 'of this species from the NilgirisaN 
exhibit3d; 

THE WHITE-SPOTTED ·FANTAIL FLYCATCHER 
The White~spotted Fantail Flycatcher (Rhipidura .albo­

gularis albogularis) is a closely aHied species, more or less 
J;imilar to the White-browed Fantail Flyca.cher in app:ar­
ance, but may be distinguished by the presenc£' of a brown 
band across the white underparts. It is a resident speci~s 
occurring in Central and Southern India in OP.:'1l country, 
especially. in garg,ens and cultivated regions. It is para~ 
-culal'1y common In the Nilgiris. A single male specimpn 
from Nallamalais is exhibited. 

Family SYLVIIDAE. 

The Wa~blers 

.. 'The Warblers. ~ons.titute a . large family of rather 
'Plain-looking' birds of small size. They are ~1.o§J~:y. t:.ela~ed 
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to the ThrusMsand Flycatchers, but may be readily dis­
tinguished from them hy the young being unspotted. The 
beak is small and slender and the wings fairly long in the 
migratory species, but short and rounded in others. They 
are mostly arboreal in habit, and are seldom found on the 
ground. Many species of Warblers are migratory. They 
\feed almost exclusively on small insects which they search! 
for mostly among the foliage of bushes and trees. 

This family includes the Warblers and the Tailor 
birds, but although a large number of species are recorded 
withm IndIan limits, only a few of the common South 
Indian speCleS are exhibited in this Gallery. 

BLYTH'S REED .WARBLER 

Blyth's Reed Warbler (.1cl'ocephalu8 dumetorum) is a 
migra.ory bIrd visiting tne plains of India and Ceylon 
dur"ng w.nter In large number.:;, but breeding in its sum­
mer quarters far away In tne north in· Eas.ern Russia and 
West Sibzria. It gE:nerally frequE:nts ma.rciny aread, bUC 

may· also be found in low bush and scrub jungle, hopping 
R<.:\;lVely about in search of small insects. In addition to 
its usual short, metallic call resembling the syllab.es 
"chatk" "chaik", it has also a rich, melodious song. A 
sing.e female specimen from South Coorg is exhibited: 

THE INDIAN TAILOR BIRD 

The Indian Tailor Bird (Orthotomu8 8uitoriu8 Buito­
rius) is a familiar and confiding little bird found in scrub 
jungles as well as in gardens and around human habIta­
tions. It is one of the best known of Indian birds, com­
monly seen hopping about actively and searching for insects 
among bushes and creepers. It is a small, greenish, restless 
bird, with a pointed tail and rufous crown often St::en in 
gardens, even -boldly entering verandahs of houses, especi­
ally in the outskirts of towns and villages. It constantly 
utters a loud, cheerful, strident call as it hops about. Its 
nest is a rough, cup-shaped structure composed of ~loft 
fibres, cotton wool, etc., made by ingeniously stitching to­
gether one or. more large,flexible Ie-aves, using its bel:~k as 
a sewing needle, and strands of fibre or cottony fluff as the 
sewing thread~ 

+ 
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THE RED-HEADED FANTAIL WARBLBH 

The Red-headed ~~antail Warbler (Cisticolaexilis ery­
throcephala) is a small, sparrow-like bird with the forehead 
and crown coloured chestnut and the back and ~houlders 
boldly streaked with biack. It occurs in Soutn IndIa in 
the hills of Mysore and Travancore and . is abo reported 
to be common in Goorg. It frequents plaCeS where there 
are wide stretches of grassland and asa rule ~voids forest 
and scrub jungle. A single specimen from Kodaikallal is 
exhib~ted. 

THE BROAD-TAILED· GRASS WARBLER 

The Board-tailed Grass Warbler (Schoenico:.a platY:"!ira); 
is a small bird with a characteristic ruddy upper pluniage. 
The tail is brown, with distinct cross bands,and the cain, 
throat and abdom2n are pure white. This is a rather. shy 
bird, skulking among the long grass at the edge of paddy 
fields and on the outskirts of the jungle. it often frequ. 
ents heavy jungle, The nest is a. ball of grass with a side 
entrance. 

SYKE'S TREE WARBLER 

Syke's Tree Warbler (Hippola,is caligata rama) isa 
winter visitor to South Ind:a. It is an active little bird, 
with a pale browllishupper plumage and very pale, sandy 
buff lower plumage and white abdomen. It frequents 
dense hughes and keeps constantly moving, search:ng for 
insects in the dense- foliage. In winter it is found through­
out India as far south as the Palni Hills, but its summf"r 
breeding quarters is f~r away in the nort..i in Southern 
Mongolia, Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 

THE INDIAN LESSER WHITE-THROAT 

'1'11e Indian Lesser White~throat (Sylvia a~thaeaal~h1,ea) 
~s a widely distribuLedmigratory spec:es, br~eding in 
summer in Europe and Northern Asia and migrating down 
to Africa and Southern Asia during winter. They arri-ve 
in India by September and leave again in April. 'IhJy 
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spend most of their time searching for insects . and cater­
pillars in small bushes an.d undergrowth in forest and scrub 
jungle. They have a sweet, melodious" shrill song. 

THE WREN WARBLERS 

The Wren Warblers (Genus Prinia) are represented in 
the9a!lery by the three common" Indian species, tht:. Fran­
klin's Wren Warbler (Priniagracihs), the Ashy Wren War­
bler (Prinia sr;cialis) and the Indian'Wrlm Warh.~r (iirinia 
8ubfiava inornata).· '. . .. 

F.RANKLIN'S WREN WARBLER 

Frank~in's ,\-Vren Warbler or Streaked, or Slender, 
Long-tailed Warbler (Prinia gracilis) is 'a litt~e bird witb 
fI, longish tail, closely resembling the Ashy Wren Warbler 
9.ndeasLy mistaken for it, but may be distinguished from 
it by its grey breast band and whitishund3r parts. It is 
essentially a bird of the open country and low scrubland, 
and avoids heavy forest. It commonly enters gardens A.nd 
compounds and is also found in cultivated country and 
open grassland studded with low bushes. Its' flight is 
rather feeble and jerky, the tail being often jerked up 
awkwardJy as it- flies. It is an active little bird commonly 
seen searching for insects among low bushes and grass, or 
actually on the ground. . 

THE ASHY WREN. WARBLER 

,The Ashy Wren Warbler (Prinia socialis sociuJis) is 
o.ne of the commonest species of Indian Warblers found 
both in the hills and on the plains, usually in open country, 
frequenting gardens, moist scrub .. jung.e, grassland. and 
cultivated areas. It avoids forest an.d is often found near 
human habitations. It may be frequently seen bopping 
!about in the shade, among bushes and shrubs, uttering its 
very loud and sharp call, resembling the syllables "t,ee-tee­
tee" from time to- time. It has the curious. habit of shak­
ling :its rathel'Iongish, black~and-white-tippedtail Joosey 
up .and down as it hopes about. . It feeds exclusively on 
insects. . A single specimen from the Palni. Hills is 
exhibited. 

.. ~ 
/ 
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Fig. 7. Coracina novaehollandiae rnacei: 

The Large India.n Cuckoo Shrike. 
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Fig. 8. Oriolus oriolus kundoo : 

The Indian Golden Oriole. 
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THE INDIAN WREN WARBLER 

The' indian Wren, Warbl~~ or the Plain, or Tawny­
flanked Long~tailed Warbler (Prinia sub/lava inornata) , is 
very 'similar in its size and appearance to the preceding 
.species, but is rufous earthy brown above instead of ashy 
slate colour. , It inhabits ~omewhat drier regions than the 
Ashy Wren Warbler and as a rule it prefers cultivatp-d 
fields and grassland. Its flight is poor and laboured, and 
as it flies it often makes a snapping noise. Its sma!. size 
and skulking habits have' made this bird less well known 
than the preceding species, but the habits of both species 
are more or less the sam£:. 

Family LANIIDAE 

The Shrikes 

'I'he Shrikes constitute a very large and extensive 
group of small, perching bird3 of arboreal habits. The 
beak is stout and, strong and hooked at the tip of the upper 
mandible with a deep notch and a distinct too+.h behind the 
hooked tip. The legs are rather short, but strong. The~ 
have rather large heads and many of them have a black 
band across the eye on the face. They are mostly insecti­
vorous in habit and build open nests in bushes and tr2es. 
Their 'eggs are usually spotted. Shrikes are widely distri­
buted in temperate and tropical regions of the world and 
are especiaLy numerous in Africa. Shrikes are usually 
known as Butcher birds on account of their habit of storing 
their surplus food of insects, etc., by impaling them on 
thorns and t.hen eating them at leisure. 

Several species,' of Shrikes belonging to thegenu.s 
Lanius and one or two, species of Wood shrikes belonging to 
the genus Tephrodornis; occurring in South India.,' are exhi­
bited in this Gallery. 

THE BAY-BACKED SHRIKE 

The Bay-backed Shrike, (Lanius vittatus) is the smal­
lest of Indian Shrikes and is a~so perhaps the commonest 
species of Shrikernet with in South India. It is a bird of 
open country and 'cultivated areas; frequenting gardens. a.nd 
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groves, but avoids dry deserts as well as heavy forest. It 
utters a harsh, churrlUg note, but the male has a pleasant 
warbling song during the breedirig season. It is a good 
mimic, imitating the songs of other birds. Its food con­
sists of locusts and other large insects and lizards, etc. The 
male is noted for its amusing courtship <1isplays Quring the 
breeding season. 

THE INDIAN GREY SHRIKE 

The Indian Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor Lahtora) is a 
silvery grey bird with a somewhat long, black-and-white 
tail, and is larger than the Bay-backed Shrike. Its black 
wing feathers bear a conspicuous white patc.h or "mirror" 
prominently seen in flight. The Indian Grey Shrike is a; 
familiar bird in open country, often preferring barren and 
semi-desert regions and dry cultivation. It has the habit 
of perching on the tops of bushes and small trees, and 
from this position it often swoops down to the ground to 
snatch its prey consisting of locusts and all kinds. of large 
'QnS2cts, lizards, mice, etc. It has a harsh, grating call, 
and like some ot.her species of Shrikes, it impales its sur­
plus food on thorn~ and eats them later. 

THE RUFOUS-BACKED SHRIKE 

The Rufous-backed Shrike (Lanius schoch erythro­
notus) is distinguished from the preceding species of 
Shrikes by the tow(~r part of the back and rump being of 
a bright rufous brown colour. It is found practicaIly 
throughout the IndIan Union and is a 'lOcal migrant visiting 
certain areas seasonally. It has the ch:lracteristic, stout, 
hooked bill typical of Shrikes. Its habits, in general, are 
more .01' less the same as those of the other Shrikes, but ad 

a rule it frequents less arid country than the preceding 
species and also avoids heavy forest. Its cat is harsh and 
it often mimic:: other calls and noises heard in its lmn.e­
diatf' surroundings. Its food consists of grasshoppers, 
large insects, lizards, mice, etc. Two specimens from 
Madras and an egg of this species are exhibited. 

THE BROWN SHRIKE 

The Brown Shrike (Lanius cristatus cristatns) is much 
l~ss. c.ommon than the preceding species and is migratory,. 



+ breeding in summer thrQughout Siberia and ,~NQl·thern 
China,and migrating southwards ,in winter, when, it i~ 
found practically throughout India and Ceylon. It frE'.qu­
ents more heavily wooded regions than the ,preceding species 
and is often found in scrubiand,hedgerows and the out­
skirts of jungle. It is an active, restless bird, often seen ' 
perched on tops of bushes and trees uttering its h~rsh call. 
[t feeds chiefly on insects, especially grasshoppers, bu12 " 
occasionally it feeds on lizards and young birds also. A 
male speCImen from Wynaad snd" a fema .. e from Kistna 
District are exhibited. ' 

THE BLACK-BACKED PIED. SHRIKE 

The, Black-backed Pied Shl'ike(Hemipvspicatus 
picatus) is' distinguished from the preceding, spe.cie,~ ,of 
shrikes by the whole of the upper plumage bzing glossy 
black, with, a \\'hit,e band bordering ", the feat.hers of the 
.lower back and· tail. It is a tiny little tre.e.Jluntingbird; 
tE:'lsembling more or 'less a Flycatcher in its habits, catching 
insects on the wing as it flies from tree to ,tree. It is 
generally found in pairs in tall trees near the edge-Of the 
jungle or in thin scr~b' or among bushes. 

. :j 

THE INDIAN COMlV[(?N 'WOOD SHRIKE 

The Indian Common' Wood Shrike (Tephrodornis 
pondicerianlls pondicerianus) is'a quiet, uriobtrusive, 
greyish little bird commonori. the plains and is almost en­
tire_y arboreal. It frequ~nts' open, countrY or thin 'scrub 
or bamboo jungle, hunting for insects' iri smallparlies 
almost exclusively among the branches and foliage of trees. 
In the breeding season'it has' a melodious song. 

THE MALABAR WOOD SHRIKE 
l"!.~!I:.-'''''( i~~;::( . . ... , Ii 

, , The Malabar Wood Shrike (Tephrodornis virgatu8 
,8y~vicola) occurs on the West Coast of India from the 
,extreme south northwards, up to Bombay, and' also in the 
NUgiris and the adjoining hills. It is dark bluish ashy, on 
the crown and dark ashy brown, on the other parts of the 
upper plumage. It is very similar to the prec.eding species 
in its habits,but inhabit.~ much denser forest th~n- mere 
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thin scrub or bamboo jungle. ,A single male specimen from 
Tittimati, South Coorg, is exhibited in this Gallery. 

Family CAMPEPHAGIDAE 
Minivets and Cuckoo Shrikes 

, These are Shrike-like birds, chiefly distinguished from 
• t.he true $hrikesby their larger build and in having the 

feathers of the .rump stiffened and spiny. Formerly this 
family was designated asPERICROCOTIDAE. They are 
insectivorous birds with strong, hooked beaks notched just 
behind the tip as in the Shrikes, and are almost exclusively 
arboreal in their habit, never descending to the ground. 
Cuckoo Shrikes are rather duJ coloured, but Minivets are 
among the ,most brilliantly coloured birdS. The eggs of 
these bird8~re usually spotted and are laid in open nests. 

THE ORANGE OR, SCARLET MINIVET 

The Orange Or . Scarlet Minivet(Pericrocotus jiammeus 
specios1ls) is essentially a hill species and is purely arbO­
real in its habits. It keeps to well wooded country and 
evergreen forest and is found' from the plains up to an 
~ltitude of 6,000 feet in the hills. In. winter it is usual y 
seen in small tlocks of about thirty or more. It is generally 
found actively flitting about, hunting for insects among 
the upper branches of trees. It feeds on insects and thsir 
larvae and sometimes catches insects on the wing like a 
£4'-.ycatcher. It has a melodious whistling song which it 
utters constantly. Two specimens from Shevroys and one 
from Sirumalais are exhibited. 

THE SMALL MINIVET ' 

The Small Minivet (Pericrocotus cinnamomeus pere­
yrinus) is another common species of Minivet found 
throughout India, Burma and Ceylon on the plains and 
tower elevations on the hills. It frequents weI.. woodpd 
country, especially cultivation and the, vicinity of house·s 
andvillage3; often entering gardens, and groves. It is 
exclusive.y· a-rboreal and is usually seen -in-large"flocks in 
;winter.lt. feeds 1)n insects and insect larya-e,hunting for 
:theniamong the upper br'anches 'of trees, like the preceding 
species. . ' . .... . 

+ 
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THE BbACK--HEADED, CUCKOO SHRIKE 

. The Black~headed Cuckoo Shrike (Coracina melan­
op~era 8ykesi) IS found practically throughout Indiaexc2:pt' 
the North westeril parts, and occurs usually in pairs iff 
lightly wooded, open country. from the plains up to an' 
altitude of about 4,O(lO feet in the hills. It is commonly 
seen in association with mixed hunting . parties of :'other 
in8ectivorou8blrds c<lnd prefers to haunt the branches of 
large trees. such as mango, tamarind or neem trees. It 
feeds mainly on insects, but eats also berries. It is about 
the . size 'of a Bulbul, the ma.e being ashy grey with black 
head, win.gs and tail, while in the female the head -is grey 
and the under parts are barred with black andwMte. A 
female specimen from Madras and a male one : from the 
Shevroys are exhibited .. 

THE LARGE INDIAN CUCKOO SHRIKE 

The tatgp Indian Cuckoo' Shrike -(Coracinii nO/Jnehol­
land1'ae macei) is found th!"oughout the Indian Un:on.ex­
cept in Rajasthan and th3 Punjab. It is arboreal in habits 
and is usuaJy .. seen in small parties in fairly well wooded 
regions both in_ the plains . and on the hills. It prefers 
groves oftree~; around villages and cultivated areas.' They 
are noisy birds and constantly utter their harsh,. grating 
call as they fly from one tree to another in pairs or in 
small' groups, searching for insects. Their food consists 
of large i:nsects . alldalso berries andwiid figs .. 

Family ART AMIDAE 

The Swallow Shrikes 

, This is a small-family 6f Shrike-like bn-dsof doubtful 
affinities;' They are mostly confined: to 'the Australian 
Region and 'only one species occurs' in India -arid Dey,on; 
They 'are insectivorous and usuallY-found" in large fiocks; 
They capture the insects on the wing like Flycatchers, arid 
have-the 'habit -of <soaring high infhe . skies." .' T.heyare' 
dull coloured birds with a rather large head, strohgand 

. conical paLe blue' beaks alid'long, pointed wings.-
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THE ASHY SWALLOW SHRIKE 

The Ashy SwallowShrike (Artamus fuscus) is the ,only 
species of this family occurring in India. This is a gre­
garious bird, . breeding in colonies and usually inhabiting 
open country where they often feed and rest in large parties 
huddled UP together on the' bare branches of trees. They 
are especial.y common in palmyrah palms or tall dead: 
trees from the tops of which t.hey keep a watch for insects. 
While perching, they constantly mQye ,th~ir tail up and 
down. They. feed on moths, butterflies and other winged 
ins~ts, which they captUre on the wing in the same waY 
as bee eaters do. They are entirely . arboreal and never 
descend to the ground. They have a har,sh call resembling 
that ·of the shrikes, in general. 

Family DICRURIDAE 
Th~ prongos' 

.' The Orongos constitute a family of medium-sized, 
rather slender-bodied birds with a more or less glossy; 
black. plumage and a rather long, deeply forked tail. They 
are mainly arboreal in their habits possessing a strong 
flight and are insectivorous, taking most of their food on 
the wing-mostly during short and quick sa lies from a 
perch. The bill is stout and strong, while the' legs are 
short. Drongos are noted for their courage and boldness 
jn driving away crows, hawks and ot.her birds; hence t.he 
popular name '''King Crows" sometimes applied to some 
of th~se species. They are rather noisy birds and many 
species often mimic the calls of other birds. . . 

T.HE aLACK. DRONGO 

The Black Drongo (Dicrurus adsimilis ma,crocercus) 
is . popularly caUed . the "King 'Crow'"on account. of:Us'dar­
~ng habit.s and is one of the' most familiar birds: of tna' 
countIi' side. ,It. jS'8; sHm. glossy black b;rdwith a long, 
deeply forked tail, .usually found singly: in ·t.heop~neountrY .",* 
side,. especIally' aroumlcultivated areas. It is one of the 
bravest of Indtan bi.rd'S,·chasing away other birds t.hat 
might intrude into the neighbourhood of its nest or ·yoltng. 
Drongos may be commollly sec;!n in attendance on.~ grazing" 
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cattle in order to get at the insects disturbed by their 
feet. The Black Dronge is highly beneficial to. agriculture 
en account of the large quantities of injurieus insects it 
destroys. 

THE WHITE-BELLIED DRONGO 

The White-bellied Drenge (Dicrurus caerulescens) is a 
clesely related species, glossy indigo-bluish black abeve and 
with white belly and under tail feathers and long, deeply 
forked tail. It inhabits well wooded deciduous ferest and 
open ·ceuntry, . being often feund in bambo.o and thinly 
ferested areas and near plantatiens and cultivatiens, where 
'there are plenty ef trees. In its diet and general habits it 
resembles the Back Drenge, and is often seen in mixed 
hunting parties ef insectivoreus birds in the ferest, sweop­
jng gracefully after insects and catching them on the 
. wing. 

THE INDIAN GREY DRONGO 

The Indian Grey Drenge (Dicrurus leucophaeus longi­
caudatus) closely r~Rembles the Black DroD!5e, but is de­
'cidedly more greyish and has a longer tail, and prefers 
well wooded regions in the hills as well asepen, rugged 
ceuntry, including gardens in villages and tewns. Only an 
egg ef this species is exh~bited in this Gallery. 

THE SOUTHERN BRONZED DRONGO 

The Sout4ern Bronzed Drenge (Dicrurus aenewt 
aene~ts) has a more glossy plumage and a mere d~'Pressed 
nnd flattened bill than in the preceding species of Drongos. 
The whole plumage is black, glossed with bronze p.ndshow­
inggreen or lilac-coloured metallic rf'flections. This species 
is the southern race efthe Brenzed Drongo and is feund 
ever the whole ef Western India from Seuth Travancere un 
to. Bembay and also. in Orissa, West.B~ngal and parts of 
Assam in t.h.e east. It inhabits thickly forested regi"ns 
both in the plains and orr the hills, but prefers rather hHly 
ceuntry'esl)ecially where thel',"roundis rough and breken 
\Snd traversed by ravines. Specimens freni Wynaad angl 

,~heyroysare exhjbited in this Gallery. . 
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THE INDIAN HAIR-CRESTED DRONGO 

The Indian Hair-crested Drongo (DicruTu8 hotten-
tottus hoUentottus) is a rather heavily built species of 
Drongo, with an almost ~quare tail and a tuft of long hair 
springing from the forehead-':hence the name "Hair-crest­
ed Drongo '. It is eS::'lenti.ally a bird of the forests, usually 
inhabiting rough, broken country in the lower elevations of 
the hills up to about 3,000 feet. Its fight is stronger and 
less conspicuously dipping than in most species of Drongos. 
It is usuaily found singly, but where there is an abundance 
of insect food, they assemble in large flocks. They feed 
on insects, mostly among flowers and foliage, but also 
sometimes catch them on the wing. 

THE LARGE RACKET-TAILED DRONGO 

T.he Large Racket-tailed Drongo (Dicruru,s paradiseu.;; 
paradiseul5) is tht::, large::'lt of the species of Drongos OCCUTr­

ing in South India and is the South Indian race of the 
typical formoi' the~ Large Racket-tailed Dron:go which ha::; 
a wide distribution, "\vith several other similar geographical 
races ranging over Siam, Burma, Assam, Andamans and 
Nicobars and Ceylon. It i~ a large, glossy black, rather 
heavily built Drongo with the feathers of the forehead pro­
'longed into a handsome crest, and with two long, wire-like 
streamers in the tail, the ends of which are dilated intQ 
spatula-shaped tips. It inhabits forests, preferably the moist 
.deciduous jungles, both in the hills and on the plains. It is 
particularly common in teak and bamboo plantations in the 
!foothLls of the Western Ghats. It is a very noisy bird, 
often- mimicking the calls of other birds and is' often seen 
in mixed hunting parties of insectivorous bIrds, being more 
sociable- than other species of Drongos. Its food consist~ of 
a lal'gevariety of insects inc]udlngwasps, b2eUes, butter­
flies, bees, locusts' and their larvae. Specimens from 
Wynaad, 'Madras and the Guindy Park are exhibited. 

- Family IRENIDAE 

The -Bluebirds -

This is a small family, comprising only a single genus, 
Irena. which is confined to South India and· Ceyloll,Asslm, 
Indo-China and the Malayan -Region~ It includes actIve, 
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Fig. 9. Oriolus xanthornus xanthornus : 

The Indian Black-Headed Oriole. 
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lively birds resembling somewhat the Orioles in form and 
,size and popularly known as the Fairy Bluebirds. The 
adult males are brightly coloured, being glistening blue 
iabove and deep velvety black on the under parts. The 
\females and young are dull greenish blue. They 'are 
~rboreal in habits and feed mainly on fruits .. 

THE FAIRY BLUEBIRD 

The :£i'airy Bluebird (Irena puella puella) is an attrac­
tive little bird about the size of a Black-headed Oriole or a 
little larger, inhabitlng the evergreen forests at low eleva­
tions, and sometimes ascending to 4,000 or even 5,000 feet. 
The male is beautiful glistening blue above and dense 
velvety black on the face, throat and most of the under 
parts, while the female is dull greenish blue throughout, 
except the flight feathers which are more brownish. In 
South India, it is common in the forested hill ranges up 
,to an altitude of about 5,000 feet. It is an active bird" 
usually found in pairs or in small parties, frequenting 
forest on the banks of hill streams and similar situation,i 
and feeding almost entirely on a variety of fruits such as 
wild figs, banyan, etc. It is shy and retiring in its dispo­
stion and is generally seen on the tops of the higher trees. 
It has a loud but pleasant call. Male and female speci­
mens from the Nilgiris and another female specimen from . 
South Coorg are exhibited. 

Family CRIOLIDAE 

The Orioles 

The Orioles are medium-sized, brightly coloured perch­
ing' birds with a predominantly yellow and black colouration 
and found mainly in the tropical regions of Africa, Asia 
Rnd Australia. They are strictly arboreal in their habits 
and feed both on insects and fruit. Their flight is strong. 
They are often seen singly or in pairs frequenting gardens, 
groves and parks,. but they also occur in forested 'areas. 
~hey are among the most brilliantly coloured of the perch­
ing birds and are easily recognized by their rich yellow 
and black plUmage. The nests of Orioles are hammock­
shaped and suspended among the foliage and their eggs 
are spotted. 

& 
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THE INDIAN GOLDEN ORIOLE 

The Indian Gollien Oriole (Oriolus oriolu.~ kundoo) or 
Mango Bird as it is sometimes popularly known, is found 
practically throughout India except in Assam. It inhabits' 
open, but well wooded country, and is strictly arboreal in 
its habits, never descending to the ground or to the under­
growth b3neath the trees. It is shy and secretive and pre. 
fers the dense foliage of, large trees in groves and gardens. 
[ts food consists chiefly of fruits and berries, though in­
sects are also eaten. Its flight is strong, powerful and 
dipping, and it has a loud, mellow, pleasant, whistling call. 
The male is of a gorgeous, golden yellow colour with black 
wings and tail, while the female is greenish yellow witb 
dark wings and tail. Both male and female specimens are 
exhibited. 

THE INDIAN BLACK-HEADED ORIOLE 

The Indian Black-naped Oriole (Oriolus chinensis 
a;anthornus) is also brilliant golden yellow in colour, but 
is distinguished from the preceding species by the head, 
throat and upper breast being jet black. It is also arboreal 
and very similar in its habits to the Golden Oriole, being 
partial to groves and gardens and is active, often indulging 
in aerial antics, flying swiftly from tree to tree. It feeds 
on insects, berries, truits and the nectar' in flowers and has 
a variety of melodious calls. 'Sometimes it utters a harsh 
note, not unlike that of a Tree Pie . 

.. ' THE INDIAN· BLACK-NAPED ORIOLE 

The Indian Black-naped Oriole (Oriolus c.hinensi~ 
difJusus) is slightly larger than the Black-headed Oriole. 
and ·is coloured much like the Indian Golden Orio.e except 
fo!" a black band passing from eye to eye across the back 
ofihe head. It is a shy speCies of a' ;retiring disposition 
RUi:! is much rarel' t~an the two preceding species, being a -L 
forest-loving species. It is a migratory speciefl, breeding .., 
{n China during SlImmer and visiting India and Ceylon 
during winter. In its general .habits it resembles the 
other common species of Orioles~ . 
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Family EULABETIDAE 

The Grackles 

S5 

The Grackles or Hill Mynahs constitute a group of 
birds which closely resemble the Starlings and Mynahs, 
but are slightly larger than the ordinary species of Mynahs. 
They are chiefly distinguished from the true Mynahs by 
the presence of a pair of fleshy, yellow wattles on the nape. 
They have mostly a dark plumage, brilliantly glossed with 
metallic reflections. Their bill is stout and somewhat curv­
ed. They are arboreal in habits, feeding mostly on wild 
fruit. They lay their eggs in holes in tree trun.ks. Their 
call resembles a shrill, whistling sound, and in captivity 
they often mimic the human voice They are often kept 
as pets. 

This family is represented only by a single common 
Indian spE:cies, the Grackle or Hill Mynah (Eulabes reli­
giosa) of which two specimens, a male and a female, are 
exhibited. 

THE SOUTHERN GRACKLE OR HILL MYNAH 

The Southern Grackle or Hill Mynah (Gracula religiosa 
~ndica) is a glossy jet black Mynah with a prominent white 
patch on its wings, and bright orange yellow wattles on the 
head. They are arboreal and often found in flocks or in pairs 
in well wooded country and around cultivated regions. They 
are active birds, usually frequenting the t.ree tops and 
often found in company with green. pigeons and other 
fruit..eating birds, Jeeding on wild fruit. Their diet is 
mainy frugivorous, but. they also eat termites, grasshop­
pers, etc. Their call consists of a loud, sharp, shrieking 
noise, usually uttered at dusk from their favourite perches 
on bare tops of dead trees, stumps, etc. They nest in 
natural hOllows high up 01\ the trunks of trees in forests. 
The male specimen exhibited is from South Coorg. 

Family STURNIDAE 

The Starlings and Mynahs 

This is a large family of perching birds confined to 
the Old World, including both arboreal· and terrestrial 
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forms. Some species are migratory whi:e others are re­
sident birds, but nearly all of them are gregarious, occurt'­
ing in smaller or larger flocks. They are much less 
strictly arboreal than the Grackles and many species walk 
with ease on the ground, obtaining a greater portion of 
their food from the ground. The bill is moderately stout 
and only very slightly curved, and in Starlings it isslen­
der, though strong. The wings are long and pointed and 
the feet are large. This family includes both insectivorous 
and fruit-eating birds. Starlings and Mynahs nest in 
hoies in trees or in bui.dings and lay unspotted eggs. 

THE ROSE.COLOURED STARLING OR THE 
ROSY PASTOR 

The Rose-coloured Starling or the Rosy Paster 
(Sturnus roseus) is a migratory bird and IS one of the 
most familiar and earliest among the winter visitors to 
India, arriving in India as early as July or August and 
leaving again by April. In full breeding plumage, it is of 
a delicate, rosy-pink colour, with glossy black head, wings 
and tail and with a characteristic, pointed crest on the 
crown of the head. This species is extremely gregarious 
and in winter it occurs all over India but is more abund­
ant in the Deccan and north-western parts than in 
Southern India. They arE- commonly seen in large flocks 
numbering nearly 500 or more individuals around cultivat· 
ed fields where they cause considerable damage to the 
ripening grains. But since they also feed on locusts, they 
nreat the same time beneficial to that extent. In addition, 
they feed on several types of wild fruit and berries. They 
frequently roost together in large flocks in trees and the 
males have a harsh or more melodious warbling song. A 
male and a female specimen from South Coorg are 
exhibited. 

THE GREY-HEADED MYNAH 

The Grey-headed Mynah (Sturnus malabaricus mala­
baricus) is a rather smaL-sized Mynah with acharac­
'teristic hrownish Rilvery grey plumage above and 
rusty brown below. It is mostly arboreal in habits and 
occurs in flocks in sparsely wooded country and in the 
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vicinity of teak plantations. It is often found in flocks 
frequenting the tops of trees and is rather noisy, uttering 
its chattering call frequently, although it has also a more 
pleasant call sometimes. Its flight is swift and direct and 
at times the flocks descend from the trees and feed on the 
ground. Its food consists of insects, berries, wild figs I and 
the nectar of flowers. 

FINSCH'S STARLING 

Finsch's Starling (sturnus vulgaris potaratskyi) is one 
of the several races of the Starling~a bird of very wide 
distribution with an iridescent, highly glossy plumage. 
The head an.d neck in the present race are purplish, the 
,whole of the upper plumage greenish and the abdomen 
purple-blue. It is a winter visitor to India, breeding in 
Siberia and Central Asia in summer and arriving in India 
early in October. They leave again for their summer 
quarters by the end of March. They usually inhabit well 
watered localities and often prefer the neighbourhood of 
streams and rivers. Their habits are much the ·same as 
those of other Starlings. 

THE BLACK-HEADED MYNAH OR 
BRAHMINY MYNAH 

The Black-headed Mynah or Brahminy Mynah (Stur. 
nus pagodorum) is grey above and reddish fawn below, 
with a glossy black crown an.d long crest. It is a familiar 
bird found practically all over India, except in the very 
dry regions as well as in the more humid evergreen forests. 
They are less strictly arboreal than the Grey-headed 
Mynah and frequent open, well cultivated regions with 
plenty of trees and moist grassland, often entering gar­
dens in towns and villages; they are also frequently seen 
following grazing cattle and feeding on the inSects distur­
bed by the cattle. They are omnivorous, feeding on wild 
figs and berries as well as on insects. They spend much 
of their time on the ground, feeding in company with 
other species of Mynahs and Starlings. They have a 
variety of chattering calls, besides a pleasing, w9.rb ing 
song, uttered by the male during the breeding season. They 
are tame and confiding in their habits and are often found 
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in the "vicinity of human habitations. Both male and 
temale specimens and the nest and egg of this species are 
exhibited. 

THE INDIAN PIED- MYNAH 

The Indian Pied Mynah (Sturnus contra contra) is dis. 
tinguished by its conspicuous pied black and white plum­
age. 'It is 'a common and widely distributed resident 
species found in the plains. "and is essentially a bird of 
c>pen cultivated fields, usually occurring in small parties, 
bunting for insects in grassland. It is also frequently 
seen in attendance on grazing cattle feeding on the gras­
shoppers and other insects disturbed by them. In addi­
tion to insects, it also feeds on fruits, berries and ripened 
grain. Like the Common Mynah, the Pied Mynah roosts 
in immense noisy flocks in groves of trees. A pair of 
specimens of this species (male and female) from Godavary 
are exhibited. 

THE COMMON MYNAH 

The Common Mynah (Acridoth~res tristis) is one of the 
commonest and most familiar of Indian birds found around 
human habitations. Its neat, dark brown plUmage, bright 
yellow bill and legs and the yellow, bare skin around the 
~yes are quite characteristic. A farge white patch in th€! 
wing is conspicuous when the bird flies. It is found every­
where except in heavy forest, and is particularly common 
in fields and garnens. It is omnivorous, feeding on fruits, 
insects, worms, etc., and often follows the plough for 
earthworms and grazing cattle for the grasshoppersdistur~ 
bed by them. It is sociable in disposition and is a favou­
rite cage bird, often making an engaging pet. It has a 
variety of sharp, squeaking and chattering calls. Outside 
the breeding season these Mynahs often roost in large 
flocks at their favourite roosts where they gather towards 
the evening often from considerable distances. Male and 
female specimens and an egg of this species are exhibited, 

THE BANK MYNAH 

The Bank Mynah U1.c-ridotheres ginginianus) closely re­
sembles the Common Mynah, but is pale, bluish grey in­
stead of being dark brown, and the naked area around the 

'r" 
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. eye is brick red Instead of being yellow. It is quite 
. similar in its habits to the Common Mynah and often occurs 
. in flocks in open country and around human dwellings. It 

may be frequently seen in crowded market places and on 
railway station platforms feeding on scraps of food thrown 
on the ground. But it is essentially a bird of the open 
countryside and cultivated fields. It is more sociable in 
:its habits than the Common Mynah, not only feeding and 
roosting in flocks, but also breeding in colonies. It is 
known as the Bank Mynah because it builds its nests almost 
exc.usively in earthern banks and cliffs in holes which it 
excavates for itself, always near water. 

THE INDIAN JUNGLE MYNAH 

The Indian Jungle Mynah (Acridotheres fus~\us fUscus) 
is essentially a bird of the forests,being mainly found in 
the hills and distinguished from the Common and Bank 
Mynahs by its darker plumage, the absence of a bare wattle 
on the face and by the presence of a tuft of erect feathers 
above the nostrils. The top and sides of the head are 
black and the remainder of the upper plumage-is dark 
reddish brown, and the wings are black, with a large white 
,patch at the base of the outer flight feathers. It is a shy 
forest bird mostly found in the hllls up to an altitude of 
5,000 feet, but also occurs in well wooded country around 
villages and in light forest and on the fringes of heavy, 
evergreen forests. In its general habits it resembles the 
Common Mynah closely, but it is more shy and retiring, 
~nd less noisy and gregarious. Specimens from the Shev-
roys and the Nilgiris are exhibited. . 

Family PLOCEIDAE 

The Weaver Birds,Munias and Sparrows. 

This family comprises a large number of species of 
small birds such as the Weaver birds, Munias and Spar. 
rows. It is closely related to the family of Finches (Fring. 

-illidae) in which the Sparrows were included till recently. 
But it has now been established that the Sparrows are mOre 
closely related to the Munias and Weaver birds and. are 
hence more appropriately placed in the family Ploceidae. 
The birds of the family Ploceidae are nearly all highly 
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gregarious and are both arboreal and terrestrial, hunting 
.for their food mostly on the ground, but also spend.J.ng a 
great deal of their time on. trees and bushes. They have 
short, stout, strong, concial beaks adapted for cracking 
hard seeds and grains on which they mainly feed. The 
Weaver hirds are remarkable for their elaborate, flask­
shaped nesti'! which they weave out of grass strips and 
fibres. 

THE BAY A OR WEAVER BIRD 

The Baya or Weaver Bird (Ploceus philippinus philip­
pinus) is very similar to a House Sparrow in colour, size 
and appearance, and is well known for its wonderful, retort­
shaped hanging nests. The Baya is essentially a bird of 
open cultivated country. They go about in flocks, glean­
ing paddy and other seeds in cultivated fields, and often 
cause considerabJe damage to ripening paddy crops. In 
addition to grain and seeds, they also feed on insects. The 
Baya is chiefly noted for its remarkable flask-shaped hang­
ing nests, which are compactly woven with strips of grass 
.'01' paddy leaf. and have a small quantity of mud stuck 
inside, near the egg-chamber. These nests are generally' 
{suspended on tre6s in groups or colonies, each group norm­
ally consisting of about ten to a dozen nests, but large 
'Colonies may be compos_ed of even fifty to hundred nests, 
extending over several adjacent trees. Most of the nest­
building is done by the males. There is a habitat group 
showing a colony of these nests and also two eggs of this 
species exhibited separately. 

THE STRIATED OR THE STREAKED WEAVER BIRD 

The Striated or the Streaked Weaver Bird (Ploceus 
.manyar .flaviceps) is distinguished from the Baya by the 
breast plumage being fulvous brown, boldly streaked with 
black. In breeding males, the crown of the head is yellow. 
It occurs in flocks in swampy regions, especially among 
tall grass and reeds. In its habits it closely resembles 
'the Baya, except that it prefers to haunt swampy areas 
and margins of tanks overgrown with tall grass, reeds and 
bulrushes. It feeds on seeds and ripening grain i!nd 
'often proves to be a pest in fields of ripening paddy. 



Fig. 10. Acridotheres tristis : 

The Common Myna. 
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Fig. 11. 
ACridotheres ginginiatus : 

The Bank Mynah. 
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Fig. 12. Ploceus philippinus philippinus : 

The Baya or Weaver Bird. ~ 
\ 
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Several species of Munias belonging to the genera 
Lonchura, E'st'l'ilda and Carpodacus, commonly occurring in, 
South India, are represented in this Gallery. Munias are 
~mall, sparrow-like birds with rather thick, heavy, conical 
bills, either with rounded or pointed tails, usually found in 
flocks. The nest of these Munias is usually a globular 
structure made of grass blades. 

THE BLACK-HEADED MUNIA 

The Black-headed Munia (Lonchura malacca malacca) 
is a small, chestnut-coloured bird with the head, upper 
breast and vent coloured black. It has a heavy, short, 
conical bill. It occurs usually in flocks 011. marshy ground 
and among tall grass. It prefers swampy regions over­
grown with grass and reeds, especially near paddy fields. 
Besides paddy, it feeds on a variety of grass seeds. It has 
a rather undulating flight. On account of its handsome 
colouration it is often valued as a cage bird. 

THE WHITE-BACKED MUN:IA 

The White-backed Munia (Lonchura stria:ta striata) is 
a small, black and white Munia with a heavy, conical, 
short, bluish bill and rather narrow, pointed, wedge­
(Shaped tail. It is usually found in small family parties or, 
even in larger flocks inhabiting open, cultivated country, 
gardens and scrub jungle. They feed on grass seeds, 
Including paddy, and always keep close together when 
;'feeding. ' 

THE WHITE-THROATED MUNIA 

The White-throated Munia (Lonchura 1nalaharica 
_ malabarica) is a small bird of rather slender build, smaller' 

than a sparrow, with a rather long, pointed tail, a drab, 
!dull, earthy brown plumage and thick bill. It inhabits the 

).- Idry, open, cultivated regions as well as dry scrub jungle" 
but as a rule it is absent from the more humid regions. 
It is commonly seen in flocks of ten or twelve or even 
(lllore. In its habits, food,' etc., it does not differ appreci­
ably from the other species of Munias. 
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THE SPOTTED MUNIA 

The Spotted Munia(Lonchura punctulata punctulata) 
is also smaller than the Sparrow, and is distinguished from 
the other species of Munias by the lower parts being white. 
speckled with black in the adult breeding' plumage. It . is 
found in large flocks, sometimes numbering up to 200 indi­
viduals or more, usually in open, cultivated areas. They 
feed mostly on the grQund, on grass seeds, etc., but they 
also eat winged termites sometimes. Both male and 
female specimens and a nest of this species are exhibited. 

THE INDIAN RED MUNIA OR W AXBILL 

The Indian Red Munia or Waxbill (Estrilda amandava, 
formerly knQwn as Amandeva amandeva) is a tiny bird, 
smaller than a sparrow, with a brownish plumage, sparsely 
stippled with white, a red bill and crimson rump. It is 
iusually found in. flocks all over the more well watered 
,areas, especially among reeds and grass, on the plains as 
well as in the hills up to an altitude ·Qf 6,000 feet. It is 
'abundant in wet grassland and thin scrub jungle showing 
a marked preference for humid localities. It is a popular 
,cage bird, large numbers of which may be frequently seen 
kept for sale in bird markets. Both male and female with 
an egg are exhibited. 

THE COMMON INDIAN, OR HODGSON'S 
ROSE-FINCH 

The Common Indian, or Hodgson's Rose-finch (Car­
podacus erythrinus rosca,tus) is a widely distributed 
species, commonly occurring in. flocks in trees -and crops in 
well wooded country and cultivated fields. The male is 
l~ose-coloured, while the female is brownish. Both have thA 
heavy,conical biLl typical of Finches and the tail is slightly 
forked. The Indian race, To.''Jeatus exhibited in this Gallery 
is a migratory form, breeding in the Himalayas at very 
high altitudes (10,000 feet or even higher) during summer. 
In winter it is found practically throughout India. Thej 

. feed on berries, wild figs, cherries, bamboo seeds and the 
nectar of flowerl:l~ thus helping in cross-pollination. They 
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avoid heavy forest and often enter gardens and the vicinity' 
of villages. A single female specimen from Kurnool 
District is exhibited. 

THE YELLOW-THROATED SPARROW 

The Yellow-throated Sparrow (Petronia xanthocollis 
xarrthocollis) is a pale, brownish grey sparrow with a 
chestnut-coloured patch on the shoulder. The male· has a 
characteristic bright yellow patch on the throat. This 
Sparrow occurs practically throughout India in pairs or in 
flocks in open country and cultivated areas. It is essentiallY 
arboreal in its habits and usually haunts the higher bran­
ches of trees, {'onstantly uttering its characteristic chirping 
call. It feeds on seeds, fallen grains, berries, the nectar 
of flowers and on insects. 

THE HOUSE SPARROW 
\ 

The House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) is one of the 
commonest and .. most familiar birds, almost invariably 
found in and around human dwellings. It is a confirmed 
commensal of man, making its nest in holes in ceilings or 
niches and creyices in the wall in human habitations, and 
constantly uttering its characteristic chirping call. Some­
times it is gregarious, collecting in large flocks and caus­
ing considerable damage to crops. It is omnivorous, feed­
ing on inse~ts, fruit buds, nectar and scraps of kitchen 
refuse, etc. 

Family HIRUNDINIDAE 

The Swallows 

The Swallows constitute a distinct family of small, 
Passerine birds with long, narrow, pointed wings and a 
forked tail adapted for an active aerial life and noted for 
their remarkable ability to pursue winged insects in the 
air in continuous flight. Many species of Swallows are 
migratory, travelling thousands of miles from their sum­
mer breeding quarters to their winter quarters in the 
south. T,hey are usually gregarious, perching on tele~ 
graph wires and bare branches of trees, without foliage. 
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They build nests composed of pellets of mud and attached 
to the inside of caves, culverts and eaves of buildings. 

THE DUSKY CRAG MARTIN 
J ;' ~ , ,.'-. t 1 I 1 

The Dusky Crag Marlin (Hirundo concolor concolor) is 
a small species of swallow, with a dark, sooty brown p.um­
age and a short, square tail, and wings like those of a 
swallow. It is closely related to the Swallows and gener~. 
ally haunts cliffs, rocky caves, crags, old riuned forts and 
buildings. It is insectivorous, usually hawking for insects 
'Such as gnats, mosquitoes and other tiny, winged insects. 
Unlike the Swallows, it is never very abundant and does not 
congregate in large flocks. It is found practically through- . 
out India, from the foot of the Himalayas, down to the 
Nilglris in the South, and is not a migratory species. 

Several species of Swallows are represented in this 
Gallery, some by entire mounted specimens, an.d one or two 
species by their eggs only. 

THE COMMON SWALLOW 

The Common Swallow (Hirundo rustica rustica) is a. 
beautiful bird with a glossy, steel blue or purplish b.ue 
upper plumage and a deeply forked tail. It is gregarious, 
and is migratory, being found throughout India in winter. 
It is usually seen huddled together in rows upon telegraph 
wires during the winter when they arrive in large numbers. 
They generally hawk for winged insects in the air, their 
flight being swift and graceful. The deeply forked tail 
contributes greatly to the agility and dexterity of their 
flight. The mud nest is reinforced by grass. 

THE RED-RUMPED OR STRIATED SWALLOW 

The Red-rumped or Striated Swallow (Hirundo daurica) 
is disti.nguished from the Common Swallow by the under 
parts being fuJvous white, finely streaked with brown, and 
by the presence of a chestnut half collar on the hind neck 
and a chestnut rump conspicuous in flight. It occurs either 
an pairs or in small parties hawking for insects on the 
wing in the vicinity of cliffs, ancient forts and ruined 
buildings, etc., often in association with the Common 
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Swallow, the Crag Martin and the Swift. 'rhere are seve­
ral races of this species, of which the most widely occurring 
resident race is Syke's Striated Swallow (Hirundo dauriCfL 
erythropygia) represented in this Gallery by a mounted 
specimen. These are very familiar birds preferring th~ 
vicinity of towns and "illages, and in India, this species is 
generally found around mosques and other buildings, and 
also in the vicinity of walls and bridges. Its flight is 1'f'la­
tively slow. Another race, Hidgson's Striated Swallow 
(Hirundo daurica nepa,lensis) breeding in the Himalayas 
and found throughout Northern India during the winter. is 
'represented only by a specimen of its egg. 

THE NILGIRI HOUSE SWALLOW 

The Nilgiri House Swallow (Hirundo tahitica domicola) 
;is essentially a bird of the hills, being found in the higher 
:elevations of the hills from about '2,000 to 9,000 feet. It 
.occurs in the hills of Southern India from the Nilgiris to 
Travancore, and also extends to Ceylon. It is one of the 
most familiar and best known species of Swallow in Sou­
thern India, being a resident species, wherever it occurs. 
Its flight is easy and graceful, and it constantly hawks for 
~nsects on the wing like the other species of Swallows. It 
is represented in this Gallery only by an egg. 

THE INDIAN WIRE-TAILED SWALLOW 

The Indian Wire-tailed Swallow (Hirundo smithii fili­
fera) is easEy distinguished from other species of Swallows 
by its glossy white underparts and two long, fine, wire­
like tail feathers. The upper plumage is glossy steel blue. 
with a chestnut coloured patch over the head. This species 
is found practica;ly throughout India frOom the Himalayas 
down to the Nilgiris and is mainly a resident species occurr­
ing in pairs or small parties in open cultivated areas. It~ 
habits are much the same as those of other Swallows but it 
is as a rule more confined to the vicinity of streams, 
tanKs and reservoirs. A male specimen from Wynaad is 
exhibited. ' 

THE INDIAN CLIFF SWALLOW 

The Indian Cliff Swallow (Hirundo fluvicola) is another 
widely distributed species, occurring on the plains and is 
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highly gregarious, nesting in colonies. Clusters of its mud 
nests may be commonly seen in the vicinity of water· under 
bridges, culverts and archways. Its plumage is glossy steel 
blue above, and white below, boldly streaked with brown on 
the throat and upper portion of the breast, the crown of 
the head being dull chestnut-coloured. It is mainly a regi­
dent bird or a local migrant, being extremely sociable, 
occurring in large flocks which usually hawk about for 
insects in the vicinity of water, often in association with 
other species of Swallows and Sand-martins. . 

Family MOTACILLIDAE 

Wagtails and Pipits 

This is a widely distributed family of small Passerine 
birds with elegant, slenderly built body, and mostly terres­
trial in habit. . They are insectivorous birds with straight, 
slender bills and somewhat elongated wings and fairly long 
tail feathers. In many species, especially the Pipits, the 
hind claw is elongated and curved. They usually live singly 
or in pairs or small flocks spending most of their time on 
the ground, hopping or running about and feeding on) 
insects. Pipits. are mostly dull coloured, while Wagtail9 
'are of slimrn,er build th,an the Pipits, and, as a rule, ot 
brighter colours. Wagtails have the habit of constantly 
jerking their tails up and down. Many species are migra­
torty. The eggs of these birds are all spotted. 

About fou-r species of Wagtails of the genus Motcicilla 
and four or five species of Pipits of the genus Anthus are 
exhibited in this Gallery. - ... -

THE WHITE WAGTAIL 
The White Wagtail (MiJ'tacilla alba dukhunensis) isa 

small, slim, bird with a longish tail and wings and with a 
characteristic black, white and grey plumage. It.iS a win­
ter visitor, arriving in India by about september or-October 
and returning North to their summer quarters -by about 
March or April. It is a soCiable bird usually-found in j _ 

large flocks, often in association with other species. They ~ 
are generally common ,on lawns, meadows, . ploughed fields 
and maidans, where they may be seen running about swiftly 
on the ground, constantly jerking their tails up and doWJl 
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and feeding op.tiny insects. They roost at nights in large 
flocks in pig trees and on beds of reeds, etc. in company 
with other species of Wagtails and Swallows. A male and 
a female specimen from Kurnool are exhibited. 

THE LARGE, PIED WAGTAIL 

The Large, Pied Wagtail (Motacilla maderaspa>tensis) 
is a large species of Wagtail with a. typical,· black-and­
white plumage. This is a resident bird occurring through­
out India except Assam, and may be seen either singly or 
in pairs or small family parties near tanks and streams. 
It generally frequents the vicinity of clear, running streams 
with a shingly· or rocky bottom,· interspersed with small, 
grass-covered islets. It feeds along the edges of the 
!Water, incessantly wagging its tail up and down while 
searching for insects. It is usually tame and confiding iri 
its habits and has a variety of pleasant whistling caUs. 
A specimen from Madras and an egg of this species are 
exhibited. . 

THE EASTERN GREY WAGTAIL 

The Eastern Grey Wagtail (Motacilla caspica caspica) 
is a wideJy distributed species mostly found in the vicinity 
rof mountain streams in Europe and North Asia and migrat­
ing southwards to Africa and Southern Asia in winter, 
-when. it- is found t.hroughout·· the plains of India. It is 
essentially a bird . of the mountain streams and rivers and 
is usually a solitary bird often seen running about briskly. 
chasing tiny insects on the ground near hill streams and 
'rivulets. Itisdistinguishpd from the other species of 
W~gtails by: its unusually long tail· and the characteristic 
grey and yellow colour pattern of its plumage.· The tail is 
constantly wagged up and down.· It flies· low· over the 
ground in a series of undulating curves, -exposing the 
sulphur-yellow. unqer plumage C9t:lspicuously. A, specim~n 
fpomShevroy Hills is exhibited. .. . 

. . 
THE . YELLOW-HEADED WAGTAIL 

. . . . .... . . : 
" The Yellow-headed Wagtail (Motacilla citreola citreola) 
.s esselltially a bird of the marshland and g-rassy swamps i 
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always preferring the vicinity of water. In summer, the 
entire head and lower plumage in tne male are bright 
yellow, while in winter, both the male and the female have 
the crown and the back grey and the under parts yellowish 
white. It is more gregarious than the Eastern Grey 
Wagtail and floeks of them may be seen floating on lotus. 
leaves and other aquatic vegetation in tanks and feeding 
on tiny insects. Its general habits are the same as those 
of the other Wagtails. It is a migratory species breeding 
in Eastern Russia and Mongolia in summer, and oCcurring 
allover India as far south asTravancore in winter. A male 
specimen from Kistna District is exhibited. 

THE INDIAN BLUE~HEADED WAGTAIL 

The Indian Blue-headed Wagtail (Motacillu fiavw 
beema) is another migratory species of Wagtail, visiting' 
India during winter, arriving by August or September, and, 
leaving again in April or early May. It is distinguished; 
by its head being light bluish grey and the back bright 
olive green. It is extremely common in Northern India 
during winter when they often collect in larg'e flocks. A 
single female specimen from Kistna District is exhibited. 

THE FOREST WAGTAIL 

The Forest Wagtail (Motacilla indica) is essentially a 
bird of the forests being found only in evergreen forest 
where it usually frequents riversides, forest glades and 
pathways. It has a striking colour pattern with an OilV8 
green upper plumage and long, blackish brown tail. They. 
'are generally found in pairs, feeding on small slugs, snails, 
worms and small insects, 'I'hey are very quick in their 
movements and flight, and constantly wag their tails, but! 
unlike the other Wagtails, it wags its tail from side to side 
'-and not up and down.' 

) 

THE INDIAN PIPIT OR THE PADDY-FIELD PIPIT 

The Indian Pipit Or the Paddy-field Pipit (Antkus, 
fl'tovaeseelandiae ruful1ls) is very similar to the female House 
Sparrow in colouration and appearance, being dark brown 
!above, pale fulvous below and streaked with brown on the 
bre~st. It is usuallr foand in open country, cultivated 
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fields with 'low crops, stubble fields and grassland, where it 
may be often seen in pairs, running about briskly, wagging 
its tail up and down like a Wagtail and feeding on weevilS! 
and other small insects. Its flight is undulating. Speci-

. !mens from Tittimatti, South Coorg ,and Madras are 
exhibited. 

RICHARD'S PIPIT 

Richard's Pipit (Anthus novaes-eelandiae richardi), a 
closely allied race of the typical Indian Pipit, is a migratory 
bird, breeding in the bush-covered and open plains o~ 
Siberia and visiting India in winter. It frequents open 
country, clearings in heavy forest and semi-cultivated fields. 
Its colour, appearance and habits are very similar to the 
preceding race. 

THE TR~.I!J PIPIT 

The Tree Pipit (Anthus trivialis trivialis) is a wintell 
visitor to India, occurring as far south as Travancore. The 
whole of the upper plumage is sandy brown, and each fea­
ther is streaked with broad, black central streaks except 
on the rump and upper tail coverts. It arrives in India! 
early in September and leaves again by March or April. It 
~s usually found in open country, especially near swampS 
and marshy meadows and wherever there are trees. When 
disturbed while feeding on the ground, it always flies and 
,settles on a neighbouring tree or bush. 

THE NILGIRI PIPIT 

The Nilgiri Pipit (A.nthu8 nilghiriensis) is a resident 
species found in the Nilgiris and Palni Hills in South India, 
breeding in the higher altitudes of the hills, above 4,000 
:feet. It is usually found away from the vicinity of towns 
and villages, keeping mostly to the grassy hill sides. In 
its habits, food, etc., it resembles very much the other 
species of Pipits. 

Family ALAUDIDAE 
Skylarks, Bushlarks, etc. 

Larks constitute a distinct family of small, terrestrial 
birds generally of dull colouration. The hinder aspect of 

4 
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the legs are covered with a series of horny, overlapping 
scales on each side. The hind claw is usually 'lery long, 
but only very slightly curved. They feed on insects as well 
as on seeds and spend most of their time on the ground. 
Many species are gregarious, while others live in pairs. 
Some species of Larks, especially the Skylarks, are remark­
able for their melodious song. 

THE SMALL 'INDIAN SKYLARK OR THE 
EASTERN SKYLARK 

The Small Indian Skylark or the Eastern Skylark 
(Alauda gulgula gulgula) is a small, streaked, brown bird, 
very similar to the Pipits, but distinguished from them by 
the slightly stouter build, short crest and crouching gait. 
It i8 essentially a bird of grassy meadows and open culti­
vated fields, especially moist grassland in the vicinity of 
streams and tanks. It feeds on the ground, both on insects 
and seeds. and has a peculiar, fluttering flight. This bird 
is a well known songster. It soars very high vertically up 
in the air until it appears almost as 8 small speck in the 
sky and hovering steadily at such heights, it utters its 
melodious, warbling song and then descends to the ground. 
When approached on the ground, instead of running, it 
prefers to squat. 

THE MADRAS BUSH LARK 

The Madras Bush Lark (Mirafra assamica affinis) is 
the southern race of t.he typical Bengal Bush Lark (MirafraJ 
aS8'1mica assamica), and is confined to Southern India and 
Ceylon .• !tis a bird of the plains, found in open sp'ce~, 
especially in stretches of dry grass, pasture or cultivated 
fi "Ids. It frequently likes t.o perch on bushes or dead bran­
ches of trees. It has a sweet, low-pitched melodious song, 
but n0t ~o well sustained as that of 1 he Skylark. It breeds 
in Southern India from March to May. 

THE MALABAR CRESTED LARK 

Th"1 Malabar Crested Lark (Galerida malabttrica) oc­
curs all over Western India from Gujerat to Travancore 
and is fairly commo:p. over the greater part of the Deccan 
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Plateau. It frequents open, sandy wasteland and grassy 
;slopes of hills and cultivated fields around villages. it 
sings, both when soaring and when perched on the ground 
or on bushes. It breeds from July to October, generally 
soon after the ·first showers of the monsoon. In the Nil­
giris it is said to breed twice, first during February tOI 
April, and again from August to October. The specimens 
--a male and a female from Wynaad are exhibited. 

SYKE'S CRESTED LARK 

Syke's Crested Lark (Galerida deva) is a closely allied 
species found in open, sandy regions with very little vege­
tation as well as better cultivated land covered with crops. 
It breeds principally after the rains in June up to the 
middle of Octcber. It has a sweet song and is a favourite 
cage bird. Only an egg of this species is exhibited. 

THE INDIAN RUFOUS-TAILED FINCH-LARK 

The Indian Rufous-tailed Finch-lark (Ammomanes 
pkoenicurus phoenicurus) is a rather stoutly built, dark 
rufous brown Lark with a stout bill and a black-tippe<t 
bright rufous brown tail. It frequents dry, open, scrub~ 
land, ploughed fields and harvested fields with stubble. It 
runs rapidly on the ground in a zig-zag fashion, feeding on 
grass seeds, grains and insects. It utters its pleasant song 
chiefly when indulging in its aerial displays. 

THE ASHY·CROWNED FINCH-LARK OR THE 
BLACK-BILLED FINCH-LARK 

The Ashy-crowned Finch-lark or the Black-billed 
Finch-lark (Eremopteryx grisea) is another species of 
small, somewhat stoutly built, thick-billed Lark found al~ 
over India from the foot of the Himalayas to Cape Como­
rin. The male is sandy brown, with an ash-coloured 
crown and white cheeks and black underparts. It is essen­
tially a bird of the plains, found in flocks, inhabiting opE'n, 
cultivated country and semi-desert waste land. Its sandy 
brown colour harmonizes very well with the sandy soil as 
it squats close to the ground and shuffles its way along the 
ground in search of insects. The nUlle often indulges iq a 
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very spectacular aerial display. 
Madras are exhibited. 

Two specimens from 

Family ZOSTEROPIDAE 

The White-eyes 

The White-eyes constitute a large family of very smaH 
perching birds, mostly yellowish green, bright yellow and 
white or greyish and distinguished by the presence of a­
'ring of tiny white feathers around the eyes which gives 
them a characteristic bespectacled appearance. The beak 
lis small, tapering, gently curved and sharp. The tongue 
is rather long and extensile and adapted for sucking nectar 
from flowers. They are largely arboreal and their food 
consists mostly of nectar from flowers, but they also ('.at 
berries and small insects. 

Only one species, the Indian White-eye (Zosterops 
palpebrosa palpebrosa) occurs commonly all over India and 
this is represented in this Gallery by specimens from the 
Nilgiris and Shevroys. 

THE INDIAN WHITE,-EYE 

The Indian 'Wbite-eye (Zosterops palpebrosa palpe­
brosa) is a tiny greenish yellow bird with a prominent 
white ring round the eye and a slender, slightly curved, 
pointed bill. It is arboreal and is found practiveJy through­
out India, in small flocks searching actively for insects 
among the leaves in treeR and bushes. It also feeds on 
fruits, berries and the nectar of flowers. It is quite com­
mon in thE.' smaller sllolas of the Nilgiri Hills in South, 
India. The male has a pleasant song during the breeding 
season. They are active little sociable birds, mostly resid­
ent or migrating locally, and several geographical races 
varying in colour are distinguished. 

Family NECT ARINHDAE 

The Sunbirds and Spider-hunters 

This is a large tropical family of very small, attractive 
birds, somewhat resembling the well known Humming Birds 
of America in appearance and habits. In the Sunbirds the 
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males g~nerally possess bright plumage of briLiant 
metallic colours, 'while the females are usually much 
duller in colouration. The bill is long, slender, curved and 
sharply pointed and the tongue is very long, tubular and 
extensile; the bill and tongue are thus well adapted for' 
extracting the nectar out of flowers. Besides nectar, they 
also feed on small insects and spiders. Most Sunbirds 
build bag-like nests suspended from branches of trees. 
They are strictly arboreal in habits and seldom descend tQ 
the ground. 

Two species of Sunbirds, the Purple-rumped Sunbird 
and Loten's Sunbird, and one species of Spider-hunter are 
exhibited in this Gal.ery. 

THE PURPLE-RUMPED SUNBIRD 

The Purple-rumped Sunbird (Nectarinia zeylonica sola) 
is a beautiful little bird with the upper plumage and 
breast of a striking, glossy, metallic crimson, green and 
purple. It is a common and familar species frequenting 
gardens and groves, and the vicinity of villages and human 
habitations in the plains. It is an active bird ,found singly 
or in pairs, incessantly flitting about and hopping from 
flower to flower and tree to tree in search of nectar and 
insects. They visit a large number of flowers in their 
quest for nectar and thus aid in cross pollination. Pairs 
'are invariably present on the white blossoms of the drum­
·stick. The nest is an oblong pouch of soft graSS mixed 
with cobwebs, etc., with a side entrance. They breed 
.practically throughout the year. ' 

LOTEN'S SUNBIRD 

Loten's Sunbird (Necta.rinia lotenia hindustaniea) 
is another closely allied common species of Sunbird found 
throughout the plains and lower elevations of the hills up 
ito 5,000 feet in Southern India and Ceylon. It frequents' 
forested regions, cultivated country and gardens and is 
specially attracted to flowers of Hibiscus. It feeds on 
nectar as well as on small insects. The nest is a pendant, 
pear-shaped structure made of grass, leaves, etc., often 
matted with cobwebs. 
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THE LITTLE SPIDER-HUNTER 

The Little Spider-hunter (Arachnothera longirostris 
longirostris) is a little olive green bird, closely allied to the 
Sun birds, with the chin and throat greyish white, turning 
to bright yellow on the lower breast and abdomen. The 
beak is long and powerful, and unlike the Sunbirds, the 
plumage is devoid of metallic gloss. It is a widely dis~ 
tributed species, and in South India it breeds mostly in 
March and April. It occurs on the plains and lower eleva­
tions of the .hills up to an elevation of 2,000 feet and usu· 
ally keeps to dense evergreen forests. It feeds on sman 
insects and spiders. A single male specimen from South 
Coorg is exhibited. 

Family DICAEIDAE 
The Flower peckers 

This is a family of very small birds closely related to 
the Sunbirds, but unlike the Sunbirds, the beak is short. 
They are strictly arboreal, never descending to the ground 
and feed main.y on fruits, berries and nectar, and also on 
.insects and spiders. They are active birds, usually inhabit­
ing forests or well wooded country and, as a rule, found 
singly or in pairs. 

Two of the common South Indian species of Flower 
peckers, namely, the Thick-billed Flower pecker and the 
Nilgiri Flower peeker, are exhibited. 

THE THICK-BILLED FLOWER PEeKER 
The Thick-billed Flower pecker (Dicaeum agile agile) 

is a resident bird found all over the plains practically 
throughout India and in the hills up to an altitude of about 
6,000 feet. It inhabits open country, cultivated fields, gar­
dens, orchards and the edges of forests. It is an active 
little bird, noted for its habit of jerking its tail from side 
to side while feeding or hopping about, and is purely 
arboreal, feeding on juicy fruits, berries, seeds, the nectar 
of flowers and small insects and spiders. The nest and 
eggs of this species are exhibited. The nest is a little felt­
ed bag, composed of plant down matted with cobwebs and 
suspended from a leafy twig. 



GUIDE tro THE BInD GALLERY 55 

THE NILGIRI FLOWER PECKER OR THE PLAIN· 
COLOURED Ji'LOWER·PECKER 

The Nilgiri Flower pecker or the Plain-coloured 
Flower.pecker (Dicaeum concolor concolor) is a South 
Indian species occurring on the West Coast of India from 
Travancol'e to the Nilgiris and Palani Hills and northwards 
to North Kanara. It is essentially a bird of the hills, 
breeding from the focthills up to the highest elevations in 
the hills of the Nilgiris and Palnis. It is especially common 
in the foothills where the ground is rough and broken and 
sufficiently wooded. The nest is an oval, bag.like'structure 
composed of fibre and down. A .single female specimen 
from South Coorg is exhibited~ 

Family PITTIDAE 
The Pittas 

The Pittas are gaudily coloured birds, somewhat re· 
sembling a Thrush in form and size, but with a very short 
and square tail. The legs are comparatively long. 'They 
are mostly terrestrial in habit and progress on the ground 
mainly by a series of vigorous hops. They are essentially 
forest birds, frequenting well wooded country and feeding­
on insects among fallen dead leaves, etc. They are usually 
found single and are rather pugnacious in disposition. 

This family is represented in India only by a single 
species, the Indian Pitta (Pitta brachyura), specimens of 
which are exhibited in this Gallery. 

THE INDIAN PITTA, 

The Indian Pitta (Pitta brachyura brachyura) is found 
practically throughout India in well wooded regions. It 
usually occurs singly and is mainly terrestrial, being often 
found on the ground among the dense undergrowth in scrub 
jungle. Its habitfl are more or less like those of the Thru· 
shes. It hop"! on the ground like a Thrush turning owr 
fallen dead leaves on the gr(\und in search of insects and 
grubs on which it feeds. Besides, it also feeds on snails 
and other small animals. Its plumage is beautiful, witp.. 
bright blue, green, black and white upper parts, and with 
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the abdomen and the part under the tail crimson. Its tail 
is short and stumpy. It is a local migrant, visiting 
Ceylon in large numbers during September and October, 
Male and female specimens. and an egg of this species are 
exhibited. 

ORDER PICIFORMES 

This Order includes the Woodpeckers and Barbets 
(which alone are represented in India) besides several othf'r 
species such as Toucans, Honey Guides, etc., which are no~ 
found in India. The most characteristic feature of the 
group is the zygodactylic feet, i.e., the first and fourth 
toes are directed backwards. The bill is strong and chisel­
shaped and i~ very effective in cutting away the bark 0-£ 
trees in search of insects and for making holes for the 
nests in tree trunks and branches. Woodpeckers mostly 
cling to trees in an upright position with the tail pressed 
as a support against the stem, and are insectivorous, while 
Barbets perch on branches and feed almosst entirely on 
fruit. 

The Indian species of this family belong to two fami­
lies, the Picidae (Woodpeckers) 'and the Capitonidae 
(Barbets). 

Family PICIDAE 
Woodpeckers, Piculets and Wrynecks 

These birds are specially adapted ~or climbing tree 
trunks and feeding on the insects found in the crevices 
of the barks and rotten wood. The tail is rather stiff and 
used as a support while climbing trees. The beak is 
straight, hard and wedge .. shaped, adapted for cutting into 
the bark and wood and the tongue is extremely long, hard, 
pointed and barbed at the tip. It is protrusible and highly; 
adapted for extracting the insects and grubs from the 
holes in the wood. Woodpeckers are often brightly colou­
red and usually live in pairs. The eggs are white and are 
laid in holes excavated by the birds in dead tree trunks or 
branches. 



Fig. 15. Pitta brachyura brachyura : 

The Indian Pitta· 



Fig. 16. Dinopium benghalensis benghalensis : 

The Golden-Backed Woodpecker. 



Fig. 17. Megalaima viridis: 

The Small Green Barbet. 



Fig. 18. Coracias benghalensis indica: 

The Indian Roller or Blue Jay. 
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THE LITTLE SCALY-BELLIED GREEN 
WOODPECKER 

The Little Scaly-bellied Green Woodpecker (Picus 
xanthopygaeus) is a resident bird found in sparsely wooded 
co.untry, especially in the foothills and lower elevations up 
to. an altitude of 5,000 feet. It is widely distributed, 
occurring in Ceylo.n, South India, Nepal; Assam and Eas­
tern Himalayas. Its upper plumage is olive, tinged with 
green, while the rump and upper tail coverts are brigM 
yellow. The crown and crest are crimson in the male, :mdi 
black in the female. The under parts are greenish white, 
each feather with a dark, V-shaped band near the margin .. 
It is generally solitary and feeds on insects, particuiarly! 
ants, but unlike most Woodpeckers it climbs about fallen 
trees and huge'rock boulders. Its cry isa sharp, single 
yelping call. 

THE SOUTHERN INDIAN SMALL YELLOW-NAPED 
WOODPECKER 

The Southern Indian Small Yellow-naped Woodpecker. 
(Picus chlorolophus chlorigaster) is much darker green 
than the preceding species and the breast is spotted with 
white. It is found in forest and well wooded country, 
mostly in the foot-hills and higher up in the. hills up to an 
altitude of 5,000 feet. It generally lives in pairs, but is 
often found in the company of other species and it descends 
,to the ground more freely than other species of Wood­
peckers. It feeds on insects, especially termites and ants\ 
and insect larvae, both on living and fallen trees. Its call 
is a loud, harsh, screaming cry, and it flies by a series of 
bounding undulations. 

THE SOUTHgRN YELLOW-FRONTED PIED 
WOODPECKER 

The Southern Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpecker (Den­
drocopos mahrattensis mahrattensis) is a small species of 
Woodpecker irregularly spotted black and white above, 
with the breast and flanks streaked with brown, and the 
abdo.men and vent coloured scarlet~crimson. The crown 
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and crest are golden brown in the female, while in the 
male the crown is golden brown in front, shading into 
~carlet-crimson on the hinder crown and crest. It haunts 
low scrub jungle or thinly forested country and open, cuI· 
tivated areas, and often enters gardens and orchards. It 
feeds on insects, particularly ants, which are taken low 
down on the bushes and trunks of trees. Its call is 8 
weak, trill-like note. 

THE SOUTHERN INDIAN PIGMY WOODPECKER 

The Southern Indian Pigmy Woodpecker (Dendrocopo8 
nanus hardwickii) is the smallest of our Woodpeckers, 
being scarcely larger than the House Sparrow. The Upper 
plumage is barred with dark brown and the crown is deep 
umber brown. It is a sociable bird, extremely active and 
quick in its movements. It haunts the higher branches of 
large trees and makes its nest hole in small dead branches. 
Its presence is often betrayed by its characteristic, long, 
shrill note. This race is the smallest of the species and is 
confined to Southern India, where it is common on the 
hills. Two specimens, a male and a female, from the 
Shevroy Hits, are exhibited. 

THE RUFOUS WOODPECKER 

The Rufous Woodpecker (Micropternu8 brachyuTUs) is 
a chestnut.coloured Woodpecker, about the size of a Mynah, 
with the plumage cross-barred with black on the wings and 
the tail. The male bears a crescent-shaped crimson patch 
·of feathers under the eye. This is a fai].'ly widely distri­
buted species found practically throughout the Indian 
Union. It is a rather shy bird found usually living in 
pairs, in open forest often well away from human habita. 
tions but may also be seen in well wooded gardens in vil. 
lages. It feeds largely on the tree ants and their larvae, 
obtained by digging with its bill into the large arboreal 
nests of the tree ants (Crematogaster sp.). It also feeds 
occasionally on nectar and wild figs. There are several ~ 
races Qf this species, the specimen exhibited in this Gallery -~ 
belonging to the South Indian race, Micropternus brach. 
lIurus lerdonii. These birds habitually utilize the nests 
of tree ants for laying their eggs. A single specimen from 
Shevroys is exhibited. 
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THE GOLDEN-BACKED WOODPECKER 

The Golden-backed Woodpecker (Dinopium bengha­
lense benghalense) is one of the best known of the Indian 
species of Woodpeckers and is perhaps the commonest o~ 
the Woodpeckers met with in South India. The upper 
plumage is bright golden yellow and black and the crown 
and crest are beautifully crimson. It is found throughout 
India in open scrubland, cultivated areas, groves, orchards, 
gardens and cocoanut plantations. It lives singly or in 
pairs and may often he seen climbing teers vertically, 
either in spirals or by a series of jerks, tapping the bark of 
trees and digging into the rotten wood for insects, especi­
ally black ants and beetles. Ripe fruit and nectar of 
flowers are also eaten. Its call is a loud, harsh, chattering 
note and its flight is heavy and undu:ating. 

THE TICKELL'S GOLDEN-BACKED WOODPECKER 

The Tickell's Golden-backed Woodpecker (Chrysoco~ 
laptes lucidus guttacristatus) is a much rarer species, but 
very similar to the preceding in colour. The crown and 
crest are crimson in the male, but in the female, they are 
black, spotted with white. This is a Northern Indian 
species found in Bengal, Bihar and Assam, and it is not 
clear how the single specimen exhibited in this Gallery 
could have been from Palni Hills in South India. Probably 
it was a stray straggler. This species is found in pairs, 
both in the plains and in the hills up to an altitude of 
about 5,000 feet. It inhabits well wooded country, feeding 
on insects almost always on the trunks and branches of 
trees. It also feeds on termites or ants on the ground. 
Its call is a harsh, prolonged note uttered while in flight. 

THE MALABAR HEART-SPOTTED WOODPECKER 

The Malabar Heart-spotted Woodpecker (Hemicircus 
canente canente). This is a small-sized Woodpecker, OCCUl"­

ring over the Coast of Malabar and Travancore and also 
in North Kanam. It is a ,race of the typical Heart-spotted 
Woodpecker found in Assam, Burma and Malay Peninsula., 
The inner wing coverts are buff-coloured, with broad, heart­
shaped, black bands. The Malabar race is more exclusively 

''- . 
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a forest bird and is found in the hills up to an altitude of· 
about 4,000 feet. It haunts the higher branches of tall 
trees and usually utters a shrill, chattering cry as it flies 
from tree to tree. One specimen frOm Wynaad is 
exhibited. 

THE NILGIRI SPECKLED PICULET 

'fhe Nilgiri Speckled Piculet (Picurnnus innominatu8 
rn.alayorum) is a very small species of Woodpecker, with 
soft, short tail feathers, occurring in the Nilgiris, Wynaad 
and Travancore Hills. It is the Southern race of the Hima­
layan Speckled Piculet, and is essentially a forest bird, 
keeping more to the higher branches of tall trees. Its 
flight is less dipping than in most other species of Wood­
peckers. 

THE EUROPEAN WRYNECK 

The European Wryneck (Jynx torquilla torquilla) is a 
migratory bird, breeding in summer in Spain, Northern 
Europe and Western Siberia and visiting India during the 
winter. They are mostly found in Western and Southern 
India in winter. The tail feathers are soil and flexible. 
It hunts for insects on trees in well wooded, open country. 
Unlike Woodpeckers, it can run backwards and downwards 
with ease on .the trunks and branches of trees. Its flight 
is slow and markedly dipping. Its food consists largely of 
£mts which are often taken on the ground. . 

Family CAPITONIDAE 
The Barbets 

Barbets are small to medium-sized birds of rather 
stout and compact build, with a showy, brightly coloured 
plumage in whiCh the green colour predominates. As in 
the Woodpeckers, the feet are zygodactylic, with the first 
and fourth toes directed backwards. Barbets have thick, 
heavy bills and feed mostly on fruit.. They are strictly 
arboreal and are able to cut neat . cavities in soft, dead 
branche~ of wood- for their- nests. 
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THE INDIAN CRIMSON-BREASTED BARBET 
OR COPPERSMITH 
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The Indian Crimson-breasted Barbet or Coppersmith 
(Megalaima haemacephalaindica) is one of the most fami­
liar of Indian birds and is easily recognized by its heavy 
bill and gaudy plumage of grass-green colour with a crim. 
son breast and forehead, yellow throat and yellowish ulide-r 
parts streaked with green. It is arboreal and is found 
singly or in small parties, usually in large fruiting trees. 
It feeds mostly on fruits and berries, usually wild figs of 
various species; it also eats ripe guavas and soft grubs of 
insects. Its call is a loud, familiar, monotonous, meta.Iic 
note resembling the syllables "tonk, tonk, tonk", repeated 
persistently throug,hout the day, recalling the hammering 
noise made by the coppersmith: hence the popular name 
"Coppersmith", for this bird. Its nest is a hollow excavat­
ed in soft, dead branches of trees, the entrance to which is 

y' '8 neat hole cut by the bird. 

THE CRIMSON-THROATED BARBET 

The Crimson.throated Barbet (Megalaima rubricapilla 
malabarica) is a closely allied species inhabiting the humid, 
forested tracts of South India, ranging from South Tra­
vancore, Mysore, Wynaad 'and Palni Hills. The chin, 
throat and front part of the neck are crimson. Its habits 
are very similar to t.hose of the Coppersmith, and it has 
more or less the same. monotonous call. 

Two more species of Barbets belonging to the genus 
Thereiceryx are a180 exhibited. 

THE COMMON INDIAN GREEN BARBET 

The Common Indian Green Barbet (Megalaima zey­
lanica zeylanica) sometimes also known as the Ceylon 
Green Barbet, occurs in Ceylon, South Travancore, Shev­
roys and other hills of South India. The feathers of the 
head, neck and breast are characteristically streaked. It 
is common in village gardens and thinly forested areas, 
especially near cultivation. It is found from the plains up 
to about 3,000 or 4,000 feet in the hills, and feeds largely 
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.on various species of wild figs, but it also eats insect larvae. 
A specimen from Udayagiri, Nellore District, and an egg of 
this species are exhibited. 

THE SMALL GREEN BAR BET 

The Small Green Barbet (M egalaima viridis) occurs 
mostly in the hill ranges of South India and inhabits well 
wooded country. The upper plumage is beautifully grass 
green. It is common in gardens and cultivated tracts, and 
may be seen clambering about the trunks and branches o~ 
taIr trees. It excavates a neat hole in soft, dead branches 
for its nest. Two specimens from the Shevroys and an 
egg of this species are exhibited . 

. ORDER CORACIIFORMES 
Rol:ers, Bee eaters, Kingfishers, Hornbills 

and Hoopoes 

The Coraciiformes constitute a varied assemblage of 
species grouped into different suborders, with diverse appea. 
rance and structure, but yet they are all related and have 
certain common anatomical and osteological features. The 
most important externally distingui3hable character is the 
structure of the foot which has the forwardly directed 
toes (numbers 2, 3 and 4) united at the base to a greater 
Dr less extent (syndactylic). The tarsi are very short. 
All the species lay white eggs in hollows excavated in trees 
or sand banks, etc. The young ones are hatched blind and 
helpless, without feathers. I Nearly all species are carni­
vorous. This Order includes a number .of families com­
prising the Rollers, Bee eaters, Kingfishers, Hornbills and 
Hoopoes. 

Family CORACIIDAE 
The Rollers 

These are brilliantly coloured birds .of medium size and 
stout build, with rather big heads and strong beaks. They -J 
are mainly insectivorous and are noted for their harsh, 
loud. screaming calls. They are known as • 'Rollers' , on 
account of their curious habit of "tumbling" or "rolling" 
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in t.~e air during the breeding season. They lay white, 
round eggs in cavities in trunks of trees or banks, and the 
young are born blind and naked. 

The Indian RoI:er or Blue Jay is the commonest Indian 
species of this family. Specimens of this and the much 
rarer Broad-billed Roller are exhibited. 

THE INDIAN ROLLER OR BLUE JAY 

The Indian Roller or Blue Jay (Coracias benghalen,sis 
indica) is a strikingly coloured bird with a somewhat large 
head and a stout, black bill. The wings and tail are bright 
blue, the upper plumage and breast rufous brown and the 
abdomen and under tail pale blue. It is found practically 
throug,hout India in open, cultivated country and thin de­
ciduous forest. It is one of the most familar birds of the 
Indian landscape and may be frequently seen perched on 
telegraph wires or bare stumps of trees, cocoanut and 
palmyrah trees, etc. From such vantage points it often 
flies down to capture its prey which consists of grasshop­
pers, beetles, small lizards or frogs on the ground. It 
returns to its perch or flies to another nearby where the 
prey is battered to death and swallowed. During the 
breeding season it often indulges in strange acrobatic 
stunts, rolling and tumbling in the air, uttering its harsh 
cries. It has a variety of loud, screaming calls. It is 
highly benefic.ial to agriculture. The specimens exhibited 
belong to the South Indian race. 

THE BROAD-BILLED ROLLER 

The Broad-billed Roll?r (Eurysfomus orient.alis laetior) 
is distinguished by its dull, dark greenish brown upper 
pumage, (turning brighter and more greenish on the lower 
back and upp,"r tail coverts), and by the short, heavy, broad 
bill. It is essentially a forest bird, inhabiting the dense 
lor est tracts, especially in the hilly areas, and habie 
tually h'lunta the top-most branches of tall trees. It frequ e 

ently sits motionless on such high branches and leafless 
stumps at the tops of the trees and from such vantage 
points it flies out now and then after flying beetles and 
other insects. It is as a rule a much quieter bird than 
tl1e Indian· Roller and appears to be silent, except for an 
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occasional harsh croaking cry. Its food mainly cons its of 
wood-boring beetles and grasshoppers. A single male 
specimen from South Coorg is exhibited. 

Family MEROPIDAE 
Bee Eaters 

Bee eaters are distinguished by their rather long, 
slender, gently curved beaks, with evenly tapering tips. 
Their legs are very short and their feet are small, feeble 
and syndactyle. They are richly coloured birds, the green 
colour predominating in m.ost species. The wings are long 
and pointed and their flight is fairly strong and swift. They! 
(feed mainly on insects, which they usually capture on the 
wing. Bee eaters lay round, whit€ eggs usually on the bare 
ground in a hollow at the end ofa long tunnel excavated 
by the birds themselves in a bank or mound of earth. The 
young are hatched blind and naked. 

THE COMMON INDIAN BEE EATER OR GREEN 
BEE EATER 

The Common Indian Bee eater or Green Bee eater 
(Merops orientalis orientalis) is a beautiful, grass-green 
bird, tinged with reddish brown on the head and neck and 
with a conspicuous black band across !the under side of 
the neck. The bill is long, slender and slightly curved. 
This is the commonest Indian species of Bee eater and 
occurs throughout India in open country, especially in the 
neighbourhood of cultivation and in gardens, meadows and 
forest clearings. It is often found in pairs or in small 
parties perched on telegraph wires, and flying up to catch 
bees and other insects on the wing. Its food consists 
almost entirely of insects, especially Diptera, bees and other 
Hymenopterous insects. Its call is a long, pleasant, 
jingling trill, constantly uttered both in flight and while 
at rest. 

THE BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER 

The Blue-tailed Bee-eater (Merops philippintls philip· 
pinus) is distinguished from the preceding species by the 
tail being blue, with a wash of green, and by the green 
upper plumage being tinged with rufescent bronze colour. 



Fig. 19. Merops orientalis orientalis : 

The Oommon Indian Bee Eater or 
Green Bee Eater. 



.. ~ 

Fig. 20. Nyctyornis athertoni athertoni : 

The Blue-bearded Bee-Eater. 
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It occurs practically throughout India, and is common in 
well cultivated and open 'country, especially in the wetter 
regions. It prefers the vicinity of water and may be often 
found on the banks of rivers and around tanks, perched 
on bare stumps of trees standing in the water or on tele­
graph wires, now and then darting into the air to snatch 
a passing insect and returning to its perch. Its food con­
sists entirely of insects, mainly dragonflies and bees. Its 
call is a low, mellow chirping whistle. Only an egg of this 
species is exhibited. 

THE CHESTNUT-HEADED BEE EATER 

The Chestnut-headed Bee eater (Merops leschenaulti 
leschenaulti) is distinguished from the two preceding 
species by the head and upper part of the back being bright 
chestnut and the chin and throat yellow. It occurs in 
Ceylon, South West India and the Himalayan foothills up 
,to an altitude of about 4,000 feet. It is found in small. 
scattered part.ies of four to twelve birds in fairly- well 
wooded country, feeding on any kind of insects which are 
captured entirely on t.he wing. They roost in large colonies 
at nights in trees with dense foliage. In their general 
habits and food, they closely resemble the other species of 
Bee eaters. A single specimen from the Shevroys is 
exhibited. 

THE BLUE-BEARDED BEE EATER 

The Blue-bearded Bee eater (Nyctyornis athertoni 
athertoni) is a beautiful bird with a verditer blue forehead 
and forecrown, a bright,grass green upper p'.umage and 
wings and pale, buff-coloured under parts, and a stronger 
:and deeper bill tha:q. in the preceding species. It is exclu­
.sively a forest bird, found from the foot of the hills to 
about 5,000 feet and may be seen perched either singly or 
in pairs on the tops of tall trees. It searches for insects 
among the leaves and flowers. Cotten trees in blossom are 
favourite' haunts of these birds on account of the large 
quantities of insects that are available on these cotton 
flowers. Its call is a harsh note fmd its flight powerful, 
though Yess graceful than in most bee eater~, 

~ 
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Family ALCEDINIDAE 
The Kingfishers 

The Kingfishers are distinguished by their large heads, 
very thick, long, straight, powerful beaks, very short legs 
and comparatively small and feebly developed feet. Most 
species have a brilliantly coloured plumage in which blue 
tends to predominate. They are frequently found in the 
vicinity of water, and most species feed on fish, while 
'Others eat insects or other small animals. 'Their eggs are 
spherical, glossy and white and are laid in burrows which 
they dig into sand banks of rivers or tanks. The young 
are hatched blind and naked. 

Several species of Kingfishers common in South India 
are exhibited in this Gallery. 

THE INDIAN PIED KINGFISHER 
The Indian Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle rudis leucome­

lanura) is easily recognized by its characteristic speckl,"di 
black and white plumage and stout, sharp, dagger-shaped 
beak. It may be seen singly or in pairs in the plains hi 
open country near rivers, backwaters and tidal streamsJ 
perched on some rock or tree stump near water. Its food 
consists mainly of small fish, but aquatic insects, tadpoles 
and prawns are also eaten. It has the habit of hovering 
in mid-air with its wings rapidly vibrating and then sud­
denly plunging headlong into the water to capture the fish 
it may have caught sight of. It emerges from the water 
with the fish and flies off to its favourite perch where the 
prey is battered to death and eaten at leisure. Two male! 
specimens are exhibited. 

THE COMMON INDIAN KINGFISHER 
The Common Indian Kingfisher (Alcedo aUhis benga­

lensis) is a little bright blue and green bird with deep 
rusty brown under parts, a long, pointed bill and short, 
'stumpy tail. It is commonly found singly near streams, 
tanks, pools and puddles, often perched on a branch over­
hanging water. It feeds mainly on fish and aquatic insects. 
Its flight is very swift and straight, and its call loud and 
sharp Occasionallv it has the habit of hovering in mid­
air like the preceding species. A specimen from Thenga­
patnam, Nagercoil, and ~n egg of this species are 
e~hibited, . 
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THE BROWN-HEADED STORK~BILLED 

KINGFISHER 
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The Brown-headed Stork-billed Kingfisher (PelargCJ 
psis capensis capensis) is readily recognized by its largr 
size and enormously large, stout and compressed, blood-red 
bill. It occurs in Ceylonand practically throughout India, 
its distribution extending as far as Assam in the north. It! 
inhabits well watered and well wooded country, keeping 
mainly to shady streams, pools and tidal creeks, fringed 
with mangrove swamps. It feeds mainly on fis.h, but its 
diet is very varied, including frogs, lizards, crabs, prawns. 
and grasshoppe-rs. Its flight is very powerful and rapid, 
and its call is a hoarse, chattering cry. Two ;specimena 
of this large Kingfisher are exhibited. 

THE INDIAN WHITE-BREASTED KINGFISHER 

The Indian White-breasted Kingfisher (Halcyon smyr­
nensi8 jusca) is perhaps the commonest and most familiar 
of the species of Kingfishers occurring in South India, and 
is found practically throughout India and Ceylon in the 
'plains and lower elevations of the hills. It is generally 
seen in the vicinity of flooded ponds, puddles and rice fields 
and the sea coast. But it may also be found well away 
from water, sometimes in the interior of thin forest. It 
often perches on telegraph wires, posts, bare tree stumps, 
etc., looking out for its prey. It feeds mostly on fish, tad­
poles, insects, earthworms and lizards. It has a loud, 
screaming call. It builds its nest .in a horizontal tunnf>\ 
dug into a sand bank of a stream or tank. Besides indi­
vidual specimens, a group showing- its nest and eggs in 
a tunnel excavated in a sand bank is also exhibited. 

THE BLACK-CAPPED KINGFISHER 

The Black-capped Kingfisher (Halcyon pileata) is dis­
tinguished by the presence of a cap-like patch of black, 
velvety feathers on the head separated from the back by a 
prominent white collar on the hind part of the neck. The 
upper pulmage is purple or deep cobalt blue and the under 
parts reddish buff. It is found practically throughout the 
~oast~l areas of South India ap.d is a rare wiJlter visitor tq 
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Ceylon. It inhabits mostly the sea coast and the vicinity 
of tidal rivers 'and mangrove swamps bordering tinal 
creeks, and shows a marked preference to the neighbour­
hood of salt water or brackish water. Its food consists 
mostly of fish and crabs. Its nest is in the hollow of a 
tunnel excavated in the sand-bank of a river or tidal creek. 
Two specimens, of which one is from Kistna District, 'are 
exhibited. 

THE INDIAN RUDDY KINGFISHER 

The Indian Ruddy Kingfisher (Halcyon coromanda 
coromanda) is a rare species and is distinguished from the 
'other species of Halcyon by the beautiful, violet chestnut 
colouration of its upper plumage. The middle of the lower 
back and rump are white, tinged with blue. This species 
has been originally recorded as a Himarayan species, occur-
ring only in the north, from Nepal to Eatern Assam, but .-....'~ 
the specimens from Guduvanchery, Chingleput District, ~. 
exhibited in this Gallery indicate that the distribution o:fi 
this species extends to South India also, although it appears 
to be very rare in tho South. It breeds only in the interior 
bf evergreen forest and in the Himalayas it is found up to 
an altitude of 5,000 or 6,000 feet. Its flight is extremely 
'swift and its call is a shrill, high-pitched note. Its food 
consists of insects, land snails, tadpoles, etc. One of the 
itwo specimens exhibited is said to have been shot by Mr. 
Edgar. Thurston, former Superintendent of the Madras 
Museum at Guduvancheri, sixteen miles south of Madras. 

Family BUCEROTIDAE 

The Hornbills 

This family comprises a group of rather' large and 
heavily built birds with certain distinctive characters. 
They are easily recognized by their enormously large bill 
which in many species is surmounted by a huge protuber­
'ence, the "casque". The plumage is rather soft and spar­
sely developed and the under wing coverts do not cover 
!fully the bases of the flight feathers. This accounts for 
the extraordinarily loud, droning noise made by the Horn­
bills while flying, produced by the wind rushing through 
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the bases of the quills in flight. The Indian species o~ 
this famiTy are all arboreaL Hornbills are omnivorous, but 
feed mainly on fruit. They nest in holes· in the trunks 
of big trees, and their nesting habits are interesting. 

THE GREAT INDIAN HORNBILL OR THE GREAT 
PIED HORNBILL 

The Great Indian Hornbill or the Great Pied Horn~. 
bill (Buceros bicornis homrai) is the largest of the Indian 
species of Hornbills and occurs along the West Coast of 
India in the Western Ghats from Travancore to Bombay; 
and also in the tropical Eastern Himalayas from Kumaon 
to Eastern Assam, at elevations up to 3,000 feet from the 
plains. In winter, they are more or less gregarious, being 
;found in flock&. When flying, their wings produce a loud 
droning sound which can be heard for a distance of many: 
miles. They are omnivorous, but mainly feed on fruit. 
Reptiles, large insects, mice, rats, etc., are also eaten. They: 
nest in hollows in the trunks of big trees. The entrance 
to the hole is walled up by the bird by means of a paste 
composed of its own droppings leaving only a narrow, 
vertical slit. Throughout Ithe period of incubation, the 
.female is imprisoned within this nest, while the male assi~ 
duously feeds her through the slit in the entrance wall. 
When the young are hatched, the female breaks the wall 
and releases herself and the entrance is walled up again 
and thenceforth, both parents feed the young through the 
slit until their feathers are fully grown, when they aloe 
released. The nesting habits of other species of Hornbills 
mentioned below are also almost the same. A, single speci. 
men from the Western Ghats is exhibited. 

THE COMMON GREY HORNBILL 

The Common Grey Hornbill (Tockus birostris) is a 
large, clumsy, brownish grey bird, about the size of a 
common Kite, with an enormous black and white curved 
bill surmounted by a protuberence-.the "casque". It is 
arboreal and inhabits open country or thinlyforestedr('. 
gions, but does not enter dense, evergreen forest. It is 
commonly seen in banyan and pipal trees full of ripe!ruit 
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in villages, often feeding in company with other frugi. 
vorous bird. Its flight is laboured and noisy, and its call 
is a loud, cackling cry. 

THE MALABAR GREY HORNBILL 

The Malabar Grey Hornbill (Tockus griseus griseus) is 
confined to South West India, from South Travancore to 
Khandesh. lIt is distinguished by a slaty grey upper 
plumage with a tinge of brown, slightly glossed with greyish 
green and a .horny yellow bill with a brownish red tinge. 
It is a bird of the open, deciduous forest and is said to 
be common on the Cardamom hillS at elevations of 3,000 
feet. It is also found in tea plantations and rice cultivR-

. tions. Its flight is easy and rapid. It almost always 
occurs in smaH flocks and is said to be an extremely noisy 
bird. Two specimens--.a male and a female, from Wynaad 
~are exhibited. 

THE MALABAR PIED HORNBILL 

The Malabar Pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros coronatu8 
coronatus) is a moderately large, heavy-billed arboreal bird 
with black neck, upper parts and wings and white under 
parts. It is found in Ceylon and all over Southern and 
Central India, including Bihar and Orissa. The bill is 
very large, heavy, waxen yellow and black, surmounted by 
a casque. These are noisy birds, almost always found in 
small flocks and inhabit dry, well wooded, deciduous 
forests and are especially found in fruit-bearing trees. They 
feed mainly on fruit, and their flight, which is quite noisy, 
consists of alternate flappings and glidings as in most of 
the smaller Hornbills. Its call isa loud, cackling. cry. A 
single male specimen from South Coorg is exhibited. 

Family UPUPIDAE 
The Hoopoes 

These are attractive birds with a striking colour pat. ~f.-
tern, and a fine, erectile crest which forms a high, elegant 
crown when er~t. The plumage is rufous, with a bold 
pattern of black and white bands. The beak is long, 
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slender and gradually curved and is adapted for probing 
in soft soil for insects and grubs. The legs are very short 
,and the feet imperfectly syndactyle, the third and fourth 
digits being joined at the base. The wings are broad and 
rounded. Hoopes nest in hollows in trees trunks and 
buildings and lay white, rounded eggs. 

Only a single species, the Indian Hoopoe, is common 
in India; three specimens of this species are exhibited. 

THE INDIAN HOOPOE OR HUDHUD 

The Indian Hoopoe or Hudhud (Upupa epops ceylone­
nsis) is a beautiful, fawn-coloured bird with a bold pattern 
of alternating black and white bands on the back, wing& 
and tail and a prominent fan-like crest on the crown. The 
Hoopoe as a rule avoids heavy forest and is most commonly 
found in open country, in lawns, gardens and groves, espe­
cially in the outskirts of villages and towns where it fre­
quents old and ruined buildings and mud walls. It walks 
and runs on the ground with a peculiar tripping gait and 
feeds almost entirely on the ground, probing into the soil 
for insects and grubs. When digging, the crest is kept 
folded back, but it is frequently erected and opened fan­
wise. Its call consists of a soft, melodious, long drawn­
out note repeated intremittently. Its nest is an untidy 
one, placed in a natural cavity in the wall or ceiIing of a 
building. Its flight is normally rather slow and dipping, 
but it can fly fast when needed. 

ORDER APODIFORMES 

The Swifts, Tree Swifts and Humming Birds 

Swifts and t.he Humming the Swifts and the Humming 
Birds. Of these, the Humming Birds are confined to North 
and South America and the neighbouring islands, and the 
Swifts alone ~re represented in the Oriental Region. Swifts 
resemble the Swallows superficially, but are unrelated to 
them. The feet of the Swifts are remarkable in that all 
the toetJ in them are turned forwards. Their wings are 
long and narrow and they are extremely swift in their 
flight. The Swifts belong to the family Apodidae. 
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Family APODIDAE 

( - MICROPIDAE - MICROPODIDAE) 

The Swifts 

Swifts are highlyspeciaUzed for an almost exclusively 
aerial life and show many superficial resemblances to the 
$wallows. The 'Yings are very long and narrow,andthe 
beak' is very short, but with a wide gape, enabling these 
birds to capture small, flying insects, entirely on the wings. 
The legs are very shott and all the four toes are directed 
forwards. The claws are strong and sharp and enable the 
birds to cling to vertical surfaces on which they roost. On 
account of the highly specialized structure of its legs and 
feet the Swift is quite . unable to perch on a tree or to' 
alight on the ground. Should it tumble accidentally to 
the ground, it is unable to take off and rise again. The 
nest of the Swifts is composed largely of the saliva of these 
birds with other nesting-materials glued together. 

THE ALPINE SWIFT 

The Alpine Swift (Apus melba melba) is a very large­
sized Swift with exceptionally long and narrow wings. It 
is widely distributed, occurring in the mountain r-anges of 
Northern Africa and of Southern Europe as far north as 
the Alps and south West Asia, and is a migratory bird 
spreading practically throughout India and Ceylon in win·. 
ter. It inhabits the mountains and foothills wherB itl 
l'oostsin large flocks on the great rock cliffs. Its flight 
is the fastest of all true Swifts, but yet it is utterly in-

'capable of_movement on land. Its food consists entirely; 
of insects, captured on the wing. Its call is a shrill twit­
'tering note. Towards dusk these Swiftls K!ongregate in 
large numbers in the 'cracks and crevices of rocky preci­
pices and cliffs which are their favourite roosting places. 

THE COMMON INDIAN HOUSE SWIFT 

. The COmmon Iridian House Swift (Apus affinis 
ajJiniis) is the Indian race of a widely distributed species 
oceut-ring from _North Western Mrica to South East Asia, 
India, Ceyloh~Burma and Malay Peninsula. The Indian 



Fig. 21. Ceryle rudis leucomelanura : 

The Indian Pied· Kingfisher. 



F
ig

. 
22

. 
B

uc
er

os
 b

ic
or

ni
s 

h
o

m
ar

i 
: 

T
he

 G
re

at
 I

n
d

ia
n

 H
or

nb
il

l 
o

r 
T

he
 G

re
at

 P
ie

d
 H

or
nb

il
l.

 



Fig. 23. Anthracoceros coronatus coronatus: 

The Malabar Pi'ed Hornbill. 
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race affi,nis is found practically throughout ;India.. It is 
highly gregarious, being usually found in flocks of fifty or 
more individuals and breeds in colonies. It is commonly 
found in the neighbourhood ,of human habitations in the 
plains as well as on the hills. These Swifts may be seen' 
flying in large flocks, spending most of the hours of day­
light hawking for insects on the wing. Their long, narrow 
wings enable them to fly almost ihceassantly. They nest 
in small colonies between February and September; th~se 
nesting colonies are usually found in and around buildings 
or under bridges and rocks on steep, hill sides. TheIr nests 
are made mostly of feathers ,grass, straw, etc., finnly' 
cemented together with their saliva. Several speCimens 
and two eggs (long and narrowly oval-shaped) of this 
species are exhibited. These birds are'locally migratory to 
a certain extent. 

, THE BENGAL P ALlVI SWIFT 

The Bengal Palm, Swift (Cypsiurus parvus 'batasiensis) 
is a small, ~lim, sooty~grey bird with a narrow, deeply 
;forked tail, found in the open plains, almost invariably 
assoCiated with palm trees. It is found gregariously only 
in places where the palm tree grows. These Swifts hawk 
for tiny winged insects in large flocks in the neighbour­
hood of palmyrah trees" constantly uttering their shrill, 
trill-like cry. Their nests, which consist of feathers and 
vegetable down cemented together by the birds' saliva are 
always found fastened to the under surface of a palm leaf, 
generally that of a toddy palm. 

THE BROWN· THROATED SPINE,TAIL 

The Brown-throated Spinetail (Chaetura gigantea indica) 
occurs in Assam, .lV[anipur, Andamans and Southern India 
where it is common in Travancore and Kanara. It usually 
lives in large, scattered flocks, nesting in large trees grow­
ing in deciduous forest at low elevations on the hills. They 
travel long distances and are able to fty at great speed. 
They feed on insects, particularly bees, entirely' on the 
wing. In Travancore, they have been found roosting in 
large flocks' -in big, hollow, forest trees. They deposit the 
eggs, in the hollows of trees without making any nests. 
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They are hunted extensively by the hill tribes for their 
flesh. In the Spinetails (genus Hirundapus, now known as 
Chaetura) the tail feathers which are normally very stiff 
and unyielding, have rigid prolongations of the shaftst 
fl)rming spines which project some distance beyond tha 
webs. 

THE INDIAN OR THE MALAYSIAN, EDIBLtJ 
NEST SWIFTLET 

The Indian or the MalaYSian, Edible Nest Swiftlet 
(Collocalia fusiphaga unicolor) is a resident bird found 
mostly on the hills from elevations of about 3,500 feet and 
upwards in Southern India and Ceylon and also in Simla 
Hills in the North. It is especially common in Malabar, 
Travancore, Nilgiris, Palnis, Anamalais and the hills of; 
Mysore. It is always found in rocky hills where it nests 
in suitable caves, the nests being attached to the wall or 
roof of the rocky caves. These birds occur in flocks o~ 
varying sizes and nest in large colonies. The nests are 
,smaJ, saucer-shaped structures composed of a lichen cem­
ented together by the saliva of these birds, in the hill:;" 
but along the sea coast, sea weeds seem to be used instead 
of the lichen in building the nests. These nests are said 
to be filthy, but are nevertheless gathered in large num­
bers every year for being used in making the well knOWn! 
"Bird's nest soup" which is considered a delicacy in Malaya 
and China. Several nests of this species ( one of them 
with the eggs) are exhibited. 

THE INDIAN CRESTED SWIFT OR TREE SWIFT 

The Indian Crested Swift or Tree Swift (Hemip1'ocne 
iongipennis cOl'onatn) is a beautiful, slenderly built Swift 
with a long, deeply forked tail, long, narrow, pointed wings 
and a prominent, erectile crest on the forehead. It is 
found practically all over India and Ceylon, and is essenti­
ally a btrd of the forests and well wooded country, where 
it is found in pairs or small parties hawking for flies and 
other tiny insects ina circling flight. Sometimes it per­
ches upright on the bare topmost branches of trees witti 
the wings crossed, erecting its crest while doing so. It 
has a loud, screaming cry. It breeds during March, April 
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and early May, building a very thin, tiny, pocket-like nest 
fastened to some branch in a tree. 

ORDER CAPRIMULGIFORMES 
Night jars and Frogmouths 

This Order comprises the Night jars (family Capri­
mulgidae) and. the Frog-mouths (family Podargidae) of 
which the Night jars alone are represented in this Gallery. 
These birds are nocturnal and mostly related to the Owls 
in many respects. Their legs are very short arid the feet 
are small and syndactylous. 

Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 

The Night jars 

Night jars are nocturnal, insectivorous birds with ~. 
soft, mottled plumage and are related to the Owls which 
they resemble in several respects. They have long wings 
and tails, ·small and weak beak and very short and weak 
legs, but rather large owl-like head with large eyes. 
Although the beak· is small" the gape of the mouth is enor­
mously wide, enabling' the birds to capture all their insect 
(prey on the wing with ease. The claw of the middle toe has 
a serrated, comb-like flange on the inner side. The shorb 
legs are heavily clothed with feathers. They usually roost 
on the ground, laying their mottled eggs on the bare 
ground, without making any nest. Three species of Night­
jars commonly occurring in South India are exhibited. 

JERDON'SLONG-TAILED NIGHTJAR 

Jerdon's Long-tailed Ni;ghtjar (Caprimulgus macrurus 
atripennis) occurs in Ceylon, Travancore and the Malabar 
Coast· and on the Wynaad, Nilgiris and Palni Hills and in: 
the Godavary Valley. In Southern India it is found com­
monly on the Nilgiris where it frequents dense forested· 
areas during the day, but comes out into the open for food! 
towards sunset, perching on the ground or on bare stones 
or trees from where it pursues its insect prey, hawking 
for them and capturing them on the wing. When perched 
on the ~round or on a tree it utters its peculiar call "chock 

• 
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chock" from which it derives its popular name "Ice bird" 
A single male specimen from Kodaikanal is exhibited. 

THE INDIAN JUNGLE NIGHTJAR 
The Indian Jungle Night jar (Caprimulgu8 indicu8 

iindicu8) is a common resident bird found both on the 
plains and on the hills in the jungle as well as open coun­
try. On the Nilgiris and other Hills of Southern India it 
-is found both in open country acnd in the forest-clad! 
valleys. In Travancore ,it is said to be a winter visito:r 
to the lower slopes of the hills, ooing found in the higher 
altitudes during summer months. Its call is said to be of 
two kinds: firstly, a sound resembling "chuck-chuck­
chuck", repeated about half dozen times and a second call' 
resembling the disyllables "chucker-chucker-chucker" 're­
a>eated evenly like the first call. The eggs are laid on th~ 
bare ground. A male and female specimens from Wynaad: 
are exhibited . 

THE COMMON INDIAN NIGHTJAR 
The Common Indian NigihtJar '(Caprimulgus asiaticu8 

asiaticus) is the commonest species of Indian Night jar and 
is found, practically throughout the Indian Union and 
Ceylon. It is a common resident bird on the plains and 
does not ascend the hills. It frequents gardens, groves 
and scrub jungles but does not enter thick forest. It may 
be frequently heard uttering its familiar call '·tuk-tuk-tuk­
tuk~r-r-r . . . " in compounds, gardens and groves 
near cultivation and around towns and villages. It rests 
during the day time and is active only at dusk and during 
t.he night when it feeds mainly on beetles, moths and other 
insects captured on the wing, but sometimes it takes them 
also on the ground. No nest is made and the eggst 

usually a pair, are laid on the bare ground. Male and 
female specimens and a pair of eggs, of this species are 
exhibited. ' , 

ORDER TROGONIFORMES 
The Trogons' 

i This Order comprises a 'Sl:ngle, ,ditsinct" family,' the 
Trogonidae, which includes the Trogons .• ', They are princi­
pally found in the fOl'ests of Sooth:and Central America, 

• 
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but a few species occur in Africa, India, Ceylon and Indo­
Malayan Regions. Trogons differ from all other birds in 
the structure of their feet. The first and second digits 
are turned backwards while the third and fourth are 
tlirected forwards. 

Family TROGONIDAE 

Apart from the peculiar structure of the foot (zygo­
dactyle) referred to above, Trogons are characterized by 
soft, ample plumage and very thin, delicate skins. The 
wings are short, narrow and rounded and the tail long. The 
~ak is rather short and the legs are also short and weak, 
and t.he feet. small. and adapt.ed only for perching. They 
are arboreal birds inhabiting forest and feeding on insects, 
mostly captured on the wing. 

A specimen of the single South Indian species of this 
family, t.he Malabar Trogon, is exhibited in this Gallery. 

THE MALABAR TROGON 

The Malabar Trogon (Harpactes fasciatus malabaricus) 
ranges in its distribution from the coasts of Travancore, 
Malabar and the sout.h of Bombay state eastwards up to 
the hills of Mysore. It has also been recorded from Chota 
Nagpurand Midnapore in Western Bengal, extending even 
up to the mouths of the Godavary. It is essentially a 
forest bird and is shy and retiring in its disposition, keep­
ing mostly t.o thick jungle. Its presence is very often 
known by it.s peculiar mewing call. It is generally found 
in hill forests from 1,000 feet upwards, but occasionally it 
descends to the forests of the plains. It feeds mainly on 
beetles, cicadas and other hard-bodied insects capturing 
them mostly on the wing. The eggs are laid in natural 
bollows in dead trees or stumps. . 

ORDER CUCULIFORMES 

Cuckoos or Koelsand their allies 

This Order comprises the Cuckoos or Koels, Malkohas, 
Councils or Crow-pheasants and their allies (family Cuculi­
~ae) which ~re widely distributed throu~hout the· tropic~l 
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and temperate regions of the worlq., and the Plantain eaters 
or Touracos (family Musophagidae) whiCh are confined to 
Africa. The general characters of the Order are more or 
less the same as those mentioned for the family Cuculidae, 
below. . 

Family CUCULIDAE 

The Cuckoos, Malkohas and Coucals 

These constitute a rather diverse group of birds with 
zygodactylous feet and with rather soft and loose plumage. 
Many species are beautifully coloured. The true Cuckoos 
belong to the sub-family Cuculinae and are mostly migra­
tory birds with long, pointed, but narrow wings and fairly 
long tail. They are parasitic in their breeding habits, lay­
ing their eggs in the nests of crows and other Passerine 
birds w,hich incubate them and foster the young cuckoos. 
The Malkohas and the Coucals, on the other hand, are non­
parasitic in their breeding habits. 

Subfamily CUCULINAE 

This Subfamily includes the Koelsand the true Cuc­
koos. They have long, pointed, narrow wings, short, weak 
legs and long tail. The beak is rather small, tapering and 
gently curved. The legs are short and weak with the tarsus 
\mOre or less feathered anteriorly, sometimes only at the 
base. The birds of this Subfamily are parasitic in their 
breeding habits, laying their eggs in the nests Of other 
Passerine birds. Most species of Cuckoos included in this 
Subfamily are migratory. 

THE ASIATIC CUCKOO 

The Asiatic Cuckoo (CU,CUlU8 canorus canorus)' is a 
migratory species, widely distributed an over Northern Asia 
,from West Siberia to Central Asia, Himalayas, Tibet and 
Western China and arriving in the plains of India in win­
ter. It resembles a small hawk, e.g., the Shikra, but is 
distinguished by its small, pointed beak, smaller head and 
graduated tail. Its flight is powerful and rapid, resembl­
ing that of a hawk. It feeds on insects; particularly on 
~ott, hairr caterpillars. Its~l! is a nlUsic~l qouJ?le llote r 
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It lays its eggs in the nests of other small birds such afi 
Pipits, Bushchats, Wagtails a.nd Ruby-throats. 

THE INDIAN CUCKOO 

The Indian Cuckoo (C1lC1~lus micropterus micropterus) 
is found practically throughout India and Ceylon and more 
or less resembles a hawk in general appearance. It occurs 
iin the more well wooded and better watered areas of the 
country, especially in the lower elevations of thEY hills. It! 
keeps to the tops of tall trees in forests, especially on the 
hill slopes. Its call is a melodious double note of two 
syllables in each note. Its eggs are pale bluish and are 
laid in the nests of hushchats, stonecha.ts, etc. Young 
birds are barred on the head and neck with white or rufous 
white. ! 

THE COMMON HAWK CUCKOO OR BRAIN­
FEVER BIRD 

The Common Hawk Cuckoo or Brain-fever Bird 
(Cuculus vari·,l,s ?,arius) is a resident bird, ranging in its 
distribution over the whole of India and Ceylon, except 
Sind and the Punjab. It inhabits well wooded country 
such as scrub ,iungle and deciduous forest and is also fre­
quently met with in gardens and groves in the neighbour­
hood of .human habitations. It is almost entirely arboreal, 
and is silent during the winter months, but with the 
apPl'oach of summer, during the breeding season, its fami­
liar, loud, irritatingly monotonous, screaming eall, resem-

, bling the words "brain fever" uttered repeatedly, may be 
frequently heard; this call has accounted for its popular 
name "Brain feyer bird". Its food consists mainly of 
hairy caterpillars and soft-bodied insects, but berries and 
wild figs are also eaten. It lays its deep blue eggs in the 
nests of various species of Babblers. 

THE INDIAN PLAINTIVE CUCKOO 

The Indian Plaintive Cuckoo (Cacomantis meruUnu8 
passerinus) is found l)ractical:y throughout India in the 
more wooded and better watered areas on the plains and 
th~ hills. It is common in the ~il~iris wh~re it ascends-
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up to an altitude of about 5,000 feet. It frequents gar. 
dens, groves and orchards and is motslly a resident bird, 
but is sometimes a local migrant. It is migratory in 
Ceylon where it a.rrives· with the advent of the North-east 
monsoon and leaves again by about April. It feeds on 
insects, especially hairy caterpillars. In the breeding sea­
Bon, it has a monotonous, plaintive call resembling 8! 
whistle of two syllables, the last syllable being lengthenf'd/ 
out. It is a restless bird,capable of flying quite rapidly. 
It lays its eggs in the nests of warblers. 

THE INDIAN BAY-BANDED CUCKOO 

The Indian Bay-banded Cuckoo (Caeomantis sonnemtii 
sonneratii) is distinguished by its forehead, crown and 
upper plumage characteristically banded with brown and 
rufous.. It is found throughout India and is extremely 
common on the hills of Southern India, including the 
Nilgiris, but is rather uncommon around Madras. Wher­
ever it occurs, it is a familiar bird, frequenting ;gardens, 
groves and orchards and during the breeding season it is 
a very noisy bird, constantly uttering its loud, high-pitched. 
metallic call. It is said to be a shy bird, keeping to the 
tops of trees. It lays its eggs in the nests of the Red 
Whiskered Bulbul, the Common lora and other Passerine 
birds. 

THE PIED CRESTED CUCKOO 

The Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clamrot01' iacobinus jaco­
binus) is easily recognized by its characteristic black and 
white plumage, crested crown and long, graduated tail. It 
.is found practically throughout the Indian Union and 111> 
to about 8,000 feet in the Himalayas. It frequents open, 
well wooded country, especially damp and well watered 
areas. It . is mostly arboreal, but frequently perches on 
low bushes near the ground. It is locally migratory to a 
great extent, its movements being largely influenced by the 
South West mOTI!'1oon. It feeds mahily on caterpillars, but 
ants, spiders. bugs and land molluscs are also eaten. It 
is a noisy bird, with a variety of shrill, metallic caUs. It 
is not shy or retiring, and may be frequently seen in small 
parties chasing each otq,er over lJush-coveredareas.ltE? 



Fig. 25. Olamator coromandus: 

The Red. Winged Orested Ouckoo. 
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Fig, 27'EudYnami, ,colopacea 'colopacea, 

The Indian Koel (Female). 
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Fig. 28. Rhopodytes viridirostris: 

The Small, Green~BilIed Malkoha. 
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+ Fig. 29. Centropus sinensis parroti : 

) The Southern Crow-Pheasant. 



Fig. 30. Psmacula eupatria nepalensis : 

The Alexandrine Parakeet or Large Indian Parakeet. 
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eggs ,are blue and are 'laid in the nests of Babblers and 
Laughing Thrushes. 

THE RED-WINGED CRESTED CUCKOO 

The Red-winged Crested Cuckoo (Clamator coro­
mandus) is a handsome bird readily distinguished by its 
pointed crest, rufous-coloured wings, black body, buff and 
white under parts and long tail. It is rather an uncommon 
bird in South India, but it has been recorded on several 
'occasions from Madras City, Tiruchirapalli and the Nil­
giris. It is said to be a winter visitor to Ceylon, where 
it occurs fairly commonly. It usually collects in small 
flocks and mostly inhabits forested country, especially at 
the foot of the hills. It has a loud, harsh, screaming call, 
mostly in the breeding season. It feeds mostly on ter­
mites, caterpillars and locusts, but fruit and berries are 
also eaten. It lays its pale blue eggs mostly in the nests 
lof Laughing Thrushes. A few specimens have been cap-. 
tured in the Museum compound in Madras. 

THE EMERALD CUCKOO 

The Emerald Cuckoo (Chalictes maculatus) is a beau­
tifulbird with a brilliant glossy green plumage with metal­
lic golden bronze reflections. It is said to occur (accord­
ing to the Fauna of British India) only in the Him'alayas, 
from Kumaon to Assam, but it has been recorded from 
Adyar in Madras, thus extending its recorded range of 
distribution to Southern India as well. It is shy and re­
tiring in its habits and inhabits only thickly forested 
regions where it keeps mostly to the tops of lofty trees. 
It utters a shrill, somewhat musical call consisting of 
three notes in succession. It feeds mostly on caterpillarB, 
cicadas and other insects. Its flight is very rapid and 
poweriur. It lays its eggs in the nests of the Sunbirds and 
Warblers. 

THE VIOLET CUCKOO 

The Violet Cuckoo (Chalictes xanthorhynchu8 xanthor­
hynchus) is another beautiful, but e'qually rare, species of 
Cuckoo originally described as occurrin~ only in ASSRIl1, ang 

() 
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Bengal within Indian limits (according to the Fauna of 
British India) but the single male specimen of this species 
exhibited in this Gallery is from Perambur in Madras. Its 
range of distribution therefore appears to extend also to 
South India. It is distinguished by its deep glossy violet 
purple plumage. Its habits are much the same as those 
of the Emerald Cuckoo, but it appears to be more confined 
to the foot-hills and sometimes occurs even up to an 
a~titude of 5,000 feet. The eggs are laid in the nests of 
the Spider-hunter. 

THE INDIAN KOEL 

The Indian Koe! (E'udynarnis SColopUicea scolopacea) is 
one of our common and m.ost familiar birds frequenting 
gardens, groves and open country, especially in regions 
where large trees with rich foliage abound. The male has 
a glistening black plumage, with a yellowish green bill, 
while the female is markedly different, being brown, spot­
ted and barred with . white. It is entirely arboreal and 
never descends to the ground. It is silent in winter, but 
during the breeding season it is noisy, when the male 
utters its familiar call which rises from. a low note (kuoo 
. . .' . . )to a high pitrh through several successive notes 
·of increasing pitch. The female only utters a sharp, 
rapidly repeated note resembling the syllables kik-kik-kik. 
Its food consists chiefly of banyan and peepal figs, but 
berries, insects and caterpillars are also eaten. Its flight 
is straight and swift, accompanied by powerful and rapid 
'strokes of the wings. It generaily lays its eggs in the 
nest of the House Crow or occasionally in that of the 
Jungle Crow. The young Koel manages to evict its right­
ful foster-brothers while they are yet very young. Several 
specimens, both male and female-all from Madras-and an 
egg of this species are exhibited. 

Subfamily PHAENICOPHAEINAE 
This Subfamily includes the Sirkeer Cuckoos and the 

Malkohas. These Cuckoos are non-parasitic in their breed- + 
ing habits, and have very short, rounded wings, long, 
graduated tails, and unlike as in the true Cuckoos, the 
tarsi are not feathered. Their nests are r~ther flimsy and 
iSfl:w;er-shaped, built in treesl . . 
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THE' SOUTHERN SIRKEER CUCKOO 

The Southern Sirkeer Cuckoo (Taccocua leschenaultii 
leschenaulUi) is a comparatively rare bird, somewhatre~ 
sembling the Crow-pheasant in its general build, with a 
long, heavy, graduated tail with white tips to the tail 
feathers, and a brown and rufous plumage with the fea­
thers finely streaked with black. It is found' throughout 
India except the N orth-western regions and occurs singly 
or in pairs mostly· on the ground in broken scrub jungle 
and thinly wooded areas. It is largely terrestrial and 
stalks about among the undergrowth and low bushes search­
'irig for its prey which consists of insects, lizards; fruit and 
berries. It is able to run on the ground very well, but its 
flight is weak. Its call is a peculiar, loud. sharp, chuckl­
'ing note uttered occasionally. In South India it is found 
from the plains up, to an altitude of 6,000 feet in the 
Nilgiris. 

THE SMALL GREEN-BILLED MALKOHA 

The Small Green-billed Malkoha (Rhopodytes viridi­
tfostris) is a somewhat robustly built bird about the size of 
the Common Mynah, with a long,. graduated, white-tipped 
tail, greenish grey plumage, bluish face and a rather 
heavy, characteristic, bright apple green bill. It frequents 
scrub jungle or thick bam~ jungle . and bush-covered 
forest and is seldom seen in the open. In South India it is 
mostly insectivorous, feeding on large insects and cater­
pillars, but in Ceylon it is said to feed· almost entirely on 
fruits. Its flight is weak, but it is good at skulking and 
making its way rapidly. through the bushes and under­
growth. It is usually silent and utters a low croak only 
occasionally, especially when alarmed. . 

Subf.milY CENTROPINAE 

This Subfamily comprises the Coucals or Crow­
pheasants which are non-parasitic in their nesting habits 
and are mainly terrestrial birds. They are remarkable for 
the long, straight claw on the inner hind toe. The wings 
are short and rounded, but the tail is long a!1d broad! 
Ther build ~lobula:r nes.ts ip trees~ - . 
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THE COMMON CROW PHEASANT OR COUCAL 

The Common Crow Pheasant or Coucal(Centropus 
sinensis) is a rather large, glossy, black bird, with bright 
chestnut wings and a long, broad, black,graduated tail and 
is found throughout India and Ceylon, and based on size 
and colouration, three races are recognized. 

The typical form of the Common Crow Pheasant or 
Coucal (Centropus sinensis C sinensis) is Northern Indian in 
its distribution and ranges· roughly from Sind and KashmiI1 
in the West through the Himalayas to Eastern Assam, 
Bengal and Bihar in the East. An egg of the typical 
Northern race is exhibited. 

THE SOUTHERN CROW-PHEASANT 

The Southern Crow-pheasant (Centropus sinensis 
parroti) is the race that is commonly met with in South 
India and Ceylon but does not range as far north as the 
,above-mentioned typical form. The Southern Crow­
pheasant is a very common resident bird found in South 
India both on the hills and in the plains. It frequents 
open country and may be commonly seen around cultiva­
tion and human habitations. It is largely terrEstrial and 
often skulks its way slowly through the bushes and under­
growth with its long tail rather loosely trailing low, but 
it can also hop briskly among the branches of trees, in 
search of grasshopper.s, beetles, caterpillars, field mice, 
Hazards and even eggs and young of other birds. I ts call 
is a deep, resonating "hoot-hoot" repeated quickly. It is 
non-parasitic in its nesting habits and builds its own 
large, globular nest of leaves and twigs. Its eggs ar~ 
'chalky white. 

ORDER PSITT ACIFORMES 

The Parrots 

.~. 

Parrots constitute a distinct Order of birds. Their' -of .. 
nearest relatives appear to be the Owls. Parrots are among 
the most familiar birds known, many species being popu-
lar as cage bIrds. The beak is large, stout, strong and 
1100keq and with the upper mandible moveably articulateq 
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to the skull and strongly curved downwards. The tongue 
,is thick and fleshy. The feet are zygodactylic. ,Their 
flight is swift and powerful. They feed on grain, flO\·~er 
buds, fruit, nuts and nectar. Many species are gregarious! 
occurring in flocks and are usually very noisy. They lay: 
white eggs in hollows excavated in the trunks and bran­
ches of tree!';. 

This Order comprises two families, of which only 011e, 
the Psittacidae, comprising the Parakeets and Loriquets, 
are represented in South lndia and Ceylon, and specimens 
of several species belonging to this family are exhibited 
in this Gallery. 

Family PSITT ACIDAE 

The characters of this family are more or less the same 
as those of the Order described above. In this family the 

~- tongue is somewhat finger-shaped. 

About four species of Parakeets--,all belonging to the 
genus Psittacula-and one species of the Loriquet (Genus 
Coryllis) alone are represented in South India, and flpeci­
mens of all these species are exhIbited in this Gallery. 

THE ALEXANDRINE PARAKEET OR LARGE 
INDIAN PARAKEET 

The Alexandrine Parakeet or Large Indian ParaleE't 
(P.~ittacula enprdria nepa.lensis) is a large, beautifully 
grass-green Parakeet with a short, massive, hooked, red 
bill and a prominent maroon patch on the shoulder on 
each side. It is found practically throughout the Indian 
Union, and usually frequents wooded country, orchards and 
cultivated regions, being often met with in parties of thre€i 
or four, feeding on fruit, berries and grain. Occasionally 
-it occurs in large flocks which cause considerable damage 
to fruit plantations and cultivated crops. It has a swift 
and graceful flight, aI).d a deep, powerful voice. They 
collect in enormous numbers in their favourite roosts on 
large avenue trees with dense foliage. They are generally 
kept as cage birds and can be easily tamed, though they 
are not good talkers. This is the largest of the Indian 
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Parakeets. A male and female sp~cimens from Nallamalais 
are exhibited. 

THE ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET 

The Rose-ringed Parakeet (Psittaculakramel'i manil~ 
lensis) is one of the commonest and perhaps the most fami­
liar of all our Indian species of Parakeets. The male 
bear~ a characteristic black and rose-pink ring round the 
neck. It is a resident bird occurring practically through­
out the Indian Union. It iscornmon in all open, well 
wooded country as well as around towns and villages. 
These Parakeets are well known for their swift, graceful 
and direct flight, and loud, screaming calls. They gener­
ally collect in large flocks, often in company with Crows, 
Mynahs and other birds at certain favourite roosting 
places, doing considerable damage to ripening grain and 
fruit. T:hey are popular as' cage birds and are often 
taught to "talk". .---+ 

THE WESTERN BLOSSOM-HEADED PARAKEET 

The Western Blossom-headed Parakeet (Psittacula 
.cyanocepha,lacyanocephala} is distinguished from the pre­
ceding species by its smaller size and by the male having 
a bluish red head and maroon patches on the shoulders. 
The female is readily distinguished from the male by its 
bluish grey head and the absence of maroon patches on the 
shoulders. This species is found in Ceylon and through­
out India in all well wooded parts up to the foot of th~ 
Himalayas. It prefers, as a rule, more thickly wooded 
country than the preceding species, and is gen~rally seen 
in small parties, but sometimes they collect in immense 
flocks and cause havoc to ripening crops. They also fep-d 
on the nectar of the flowers of the red cotton tree, etc. 
Their flight is. extremely swift and their call consists of a 
shrill, musical, single-note scream. 

THE BLUE-WINGED PARAKEET 

The Blue-winged Parakeet (Psittacula columboides) is 
distinguished from the preceding species by the· head, neck 
and plumage of the upper back and breast being pale pur·· 
plish grey, the presence of a green patch on the forehead 
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and a black and green collar round the neck in the male. 
It is a common resident bird confined to the South West 
Coast of India from South Travancore as far north 'j:t~ 
Poona and extending eastwards to Mysore, Nilgiris and the 
neighbouring hills, and occurs mostly on the slopes of the 
hills up to an altitude of about 4,500 feet. It is more 
entirely a forest bird than the preceding species and often 
collects in small flocks in the thickest, jungle, keeping to 
the highest branches, and feeds chiefly on fruit. It seldom 
causes any damage to crops. 

THE MALABAR LORIQUET 

The Malabar Loriquet (Loriculus vernalis runropy­
gialis) is a small, pretty, bright grass~green Parrot about 
the size of a sparrow, with a short, square tail and a 
crimson-coloured rump. It is the Southern race of the 
Indian Loriquet and is confined to the Nilgiris and adjoin­
'oing hills of South India and the South West Coast oj! 
India from Cape Comorin to Bombay in the North. This 
is popularly known as the "Love Bird" and is arboreal, 
frequenting fruit and -flower-bearing trees with dense 
foliage in groves, orchards and thin deciduous forest where 
their colour harmonizes perfectly with the ,green of the 
foliage. It feeds on fruits and flower buds and possibly 
also on the nectar from flowers. Its flight is swift ,and 
'its call consists of a pleasant, sharp, musical' chirping 
note uttered both during flight and while feeding. It sleeps 
hanging upside down like a bat. Three specimens, includ­
ing one from Palni Hills, are exhibited. 

ORDER STRIGIFORMES 

T,he Owls 

Owls constitute a very disti,nct group of, birds' with 
several well marked common characters. They are mainly 
nocturnal birds of carnivorous habits with strong,' hooked 
beaks and powerful feet bearing strong, curved claws. The 
outer toe is reversible and may be directed either forward: 
or backward at will. The head is large with the face flat , , .. 

and forming a well marked, rounded, facial disk" the' fea­
thers of the face radiating away from the orbits. 'The 
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eyes are large and forwardly directed. The plumage of 
owls is rather soft, loose and voluminous, the wings being 
long, broad and rounded at the tips. There is a curious 
external ear developed in owls, unlike as in other birds, 
and in many sperjes there are; also erectile ear-tufts of 
feathers. 

Owls have a variety of strange, weired cries, uttered 
mostly at night and this, coupled with their unusual facial 
expression and large, staring eyes, have made them objects 
of superstition and ill omen from the earliest times. 

Owls feed on small· mammals such as rats, mice, 
squirrels, etc., and birds, but smaller prey such as lizards 
and large insects like beetles and grasshoppers are also 
eaten. Most species are beneficial to man and agriculture 
on account of the large· number of vermin they destroy. 

Owls lay white eggs, either in deserted nests of other 
birds or in ravities and hoUows in trees, cliffs and old and 
ruined buildings. These nests are usually filthy, being 
filled with pellets of indigestible matter voided out through 
the mouth by the owls. The young are born blind and 
helpless. . 

According to the earlier classification, Owls were 
classified into two distinct families, the Tytonidae, compris. 
ing the Barn Owls and the Asionidae, including all the 
rest of the owls, but the present trend is to regard an 
twls as constituting a single family, the Strigidae, which 
is divided into two SubfamilIes, namely, the Tytoninae, 
corresponding to the Tytonidae and the Striginae corres­
ponding to the Asionidae 'Of the earlier system of classi­
fication. 

Family STRIGIDAE 

The characters are more or less the same as those des­
cribed for the Order Strigiformes. 

Subfamily TYTONINAE 

This Subfamily includes the Barn Owls or Screech 
Owls in which· the facial disk is large and well developed, 
conlilletely surrounded by a ruff of stiff feathers and there 



Fig. 31. Psittacula cyanocephala cYanocephala-: 

The Western Blossom-Headed Parakeet. 



Fig. 32. Tyto alba stertens 

The Indian Barn Owl or Screech Owl. 



Fig. 33. Bubo zeylonensis zeylonensis : 

The Indian Brown Fish Owl. 



Fig. 34. Bubo bubo bengalensis : 

Th,e Indian Great Horned Owl (Diorama). 



Fig. 35. Athene brama brama : 

The Southern Spotted Owlet. 



Fig. 36. Falco peregrinus japonensis: 

The Eastern Peregrine Falcon. 
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are no ear tufts. The beak is weak and compressed and 
the wings are long and pointed. 

THE INDIAN BARN OWL OR SCREECH OWL 

The Indian Barn Owl or Screech Owl (Tyto a~ba ster­
tens) is a moderately large-sized Owl with a golden buff 
and grey plumage, finely stippled with black and whitE;l 
markings and silky white below, tinged with buff. It 
bccurs throughout India and Ceylon and is one of the most 
familiar of our Indian Owls, often found in the vicinity 
of human habitations and inhabiting old, ruined bui1dings~ 
forts, etc. It is entirely nocturnal, being active only dur­
ing the nights and spending the day time dozing in some 
'Park crevice. Its call, uttered after dark, consists of a 
variety of weired and unpleasant scream,s and screaches. 
It feeds almost entirely on rats and mice, acting as a check 
on these pests and is thus highly beneficial· to agriculture. 
The flesh and bones of the Barn Owl are valued asa cure 
for rheumatism, and paralysis. 

Subfamily STRIGINAE 

This Subfamily comprises all the rest of the Owls, 
comprising the Bay Owls, Wood Owls, Fish Owls, etc., and; 
corresponds to the family Asionidae of the former system 
of classification. The characters are rather varied in this 
large and heterogeneous group. The Bay Owls are not re­
presehted in South India. In the Eared Owls and Wood 
Owls, the ear orifice is larger than the eye and the facial 
aisk is large and well marked, while the Fish Owls, Horn­
ed Owls, etc., (Ket-upa, Bubo, etc.), are larger birds witbi 
;well marked ear tufts, but in which the facial disk is not 
well marked and the~ar orifice is smaller than the eye. . 

THE SHORT-EARED OWL 

The Short.eared Owl (A.sio fiammaeus fiammaeus) is a 
widely distributed species occurring all over Europe and 
Asia and is a winter visitor to the plains and hills of 
India. It is chiefly found in ATassy plains, wide, open 
ipaces with low bushes or cultivated land and may be seen 
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to be active even during the day, although it is largely, 
nocturnal. It ft.ies well by day, and when pressed with 
hunger it will sometimes hunt for food even during the 
day time. It feeds on all kinds of small birds and mam­
mals, and even on reptiles and insects, but field mice appear 
to form a favourite part of its diet. 

THE BROWN WOOD-OWL 

The Brown Wood-Owl (Strix leptogrammica indranee) 
is confined to Ceylon and South India, ranging as far north 
as Mahableshwar. It is essentially a bird of the forests 
and well wooded country and is fairly common on the 
Nilgiris and the slopes of other hills in South India. It 
generally keeps to the sholas during the day time and 
comes out at dusk to feed. It feeds on small birds, lizards 
and, in captivity, even on fish. It has the habit of perch­
ing on roof tops at night and hooting in a weird manner 
and it has often been dreaded as a bird of ill omen. Its 
flight is swift arid powerful. A single male specimen from 
the Shevroy Hills is 'exhibited. ' 

THE MOTTLED WOOD OWL 

The Mottled Wood Owl (Strix ocellata) is found throu­
ghout India from the Himalayas, southwards to the base of 
the Nilgiris and frequents almost any type of well wooded 
country, but its favourite haunts appear to be among 
mango groves. It feeds mostly on rats, mice and small 
squirrels. It has a loud, hooting call, but in the breeding 
season it utters a screaming cry. It appears to be fairiy 
common in the neig:hbourhood of Madras. Two specim.ens, 
a female from Red Hills and a male from Singaperumal 
Koil near Chingleput are exhibited. 

THE INDIAN BROWN FISH OWL 

The Indian Brown Fish Owl (Bubo zeyl,onensis zeylotl­
ens'is) is the Southern race of the typical Northern Brown 
Fish Owl and occurs all over Ceylon and Southern India, 
being found in Travancore, Mysore, Malabar and on the 
Nilgiris andPalani Hills, It is a fairly large-sized, heavily­
built Owl and is no~turnal, haunting both forest and open 
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