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Dr. R. Kannan, Ph.D., 1A S, Government Museum,

Special Commissioner and Chennai-600008

Commissioner of Museums ' Off:91-44-28193778
Foreword

Museums serve as a means of spreading knowledge because the exhibits
provide ‘sight, touch & feel” which is important in learning. Seminars and special
exhibitions are an important device to spread awareness, provoke new thought and
research.

The Numismatics section of the Government Museum, Chennai (Madras)
in Collaboration with Chennai Coin Society conducted a special exhibition and
seminar on ‘Tamilnattu Nanayangal’ at the Museum Theatre on 16.12.1999,

This publication entitled "Tamilnattu Nanayangal’ in Tamil (a few papers in
English) - Proceedings of the above mentioned seminar Compiled by Tmt. R.Shanthi,
Curator, Numismatics Section, Government Museum, Chennai and Edited by me,
when 1 was Commissioner of Museums was brought out as a publication of
Government Museum, Chennai in the year 2001.

Copies of the previous edition have been exhausted, which has proved that
the papers presented in the seminar provoked further discussion, research and new

lines of thought among the scholars and raised demand. Hence, the need was felt to
bring out this book as a reprint this year.

W -~
Chennai- 600008,

14" February 2007. (Dr. R. Kannan, Ph.D.,1.A.S.)
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Collectors of Papermoney, Coins and Medals

MADRAS COIN SOCIETY %

MESSAGE

It is a dream come true for me and other fellow members of the
MADRAS COIN SOCIETY, when we came to know about the Seminar on
NUMISMATICS. Since, 1992 when we conducted our FIRST coins
exhibition with the active encouragement of the Govt. Museum, it was our
desire to conduct a Seminar also along with such exhibition. When this
was casually proposed to the Authorities, tn one of the meeting, they showed

keen interest and we all see the fruits of this labour.

My BEST WISHES to this longfelt Seminar on Numismatics here at
Chennai. We purposely call our Hobby COIN COLLECTING so that it is
simple enough to reach the youngsters. Our Coin Exhibition has opened
many peoples boxes and brought out to the sunlight their coin collection.
With THIS SEMINAR, I hope that MANY TALENTED COIN
COLLECTORS will come forward and share their knowledge with others,

who, otherwise are shy to come out.

Chennai, D.H. RAO
Date : 16.12.99 President
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PREFACE

Government Museum, Chennai (Numismatic Section) in collaboration with the Madras
Coins Society conducted a Seminar on Tamin Nadu Coins on 16.12.99. The Session was
presided over by Dr. N. Sankaranarayana, the former Curator, Numismatic Section.

The papers presented in this seminar contain new discoveries and also fresh
interpretations by scholars and by numismatists.

Thiru Sitaraman read a paper on “Coins of Thanjavur Raghynatha Nayak Kasu”. It
was very interesting to note that Raghunatha Nayak has issued coins in Telugu and Tamil
and some have Gandabherunda (double-headed bird) motif.

The paper is of interest as it brings out the double-headed bird motif normally ascribed
to the Vijayanagar period to the subsequent Nayak period.

Thiru Hariharayya Oruganti presented on the Forgotten Mints of British East India
Company drawing attention to the Krishnagiri and Salem mints. He describes 26 varieties.

Thiru M.T.Karunakaran presented a paper in which he argued that since several
Pandya rulers had an alias ending with Raman, there could have been a Pandya ruler with
surname Chakaveeraraman.

Thiru Sankaran Raman presented a paper on “Raja Raja Chola Coins with
Uyyakondan” (surname) according to him this is the first time that the title ‘Uyyakondan’
was discovered. To a query by the Commissioner, the speaker replied that ‘Uyyakondan’
meant ‘Protector’. Thiru Arumuga Seetharaman stated that there was even a channel by
the name in Trichy and the figure of the Ceylon man was a characteristic feature of all
Rajaraja coins and therefore, the hypothesis was credible. Thiru Lakshminarayanan,
Curator pointed that one swallow does not make a summer. The coin was purchased in the
market of Madurai from nomadic Irula tribals. Dr. Sankaranarayanana intervened and
stated that unless a lot of coins was found in Tirunelveli are found at one place it was
difficult to make any concrete claim.

Thiru Pushparathinam read a paper on the coins of Pandya with three fish. Which
according to him refers to Pandya influence in the Tamil Provinces in Sri Lanka. There
were two rulers in Ceylon in 13" century AD of which one of them who ruled in North
Ceylon was under the tutelage of the Pandyas of Madurai. Therefore, the coins have 3 fish
molil. In Tirunelveli coins with 2 fish motif were found. This, accoridng to him, showed the
tendency in conquered regions by the Pandyas. Therefore, the 3 fish motif showed the
suzerainty of the Pandyas over North Ceylon. Tmt. Shanthi, the Numismatics Curator
questioned that this might be due to trade and not sovereignty since even Roman coins are
found in Tamilnadu. But the speaker stated the recovery in Tirunelveli to show the trend
to add fish in the coins, which strengthened his surmise.

Selvi Bhavani made ‘Panam’ a presentation on the origin of the word. She said reference
to the word ‘Panam’ are found in inseriptions. She said that a lot of information could be
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pleaned from inscriptions. She referred to the denominations on gold and silver coin found
in inscriptions. She traced it is origin to the 7% & 8" centuries AD. The Commissioner of
Museums Mr. R. Kannan I.A.S. suggested that the world ‘Panam’ could be dervied from
‘Kasyanapanam’ in vogue even in the period of Chanakya as money. She stated that her
paper was confined to the medieval period. She admitted that the term ‘Kasyanapana’ was
used in the earliest periods to denote Punch Marked silver coins.

Thiru Jawahar Babu presented an interesting paper on the Salem Cash coins of the
English East India Company. He stated that from the Bara Mahal records, it could be seen
that they were minted in Salem Mint to tide over a temporary coin shortage. The design
was by William Macleod, the then Assistant Collector of Salem. The denomination of ‘5
Kasu’ was clearly inscribed on the copper coins for the first time. This fixed the weight to
value ratio for the first time. He felt that deterioration in weight subsequently was the first
attempt at token currency. The Commissioner of Museums questioned what was the
exchange ratio between British pound sterling and Indian Rupee at 1798. He felt that this
might have some relevance to the debasement of coins problem. The weight of the rupee in
machine minting in the 19% century was 11.660 GMS, or 1 tola. The gold standard was in
operation till 1914. Hence, to talk of token currency in the 18" century was premature.
Thiru Jawahar Babu in replying said that he did not study the relation between the British
pound sterling and the Indian rupee. All that he wish to state is the copper content for cash
coins at the turn of 19** Century was much reduced (nearly to half). May be, because of the
reduction of metal to the actual value, it speculate the beginnings of the token currency.

Tmt. Santhi, Curator, Numismatic Section presented a paper on Early Pallavas. It
created a lot of discussion. thiru Pushparatinam during his argument said the coins with
the same symbol as the then reigning sovereign power in India were available in plenty in
Sri Lanka. But in this case he states that since King Vijaya uses the same symbols the
logic cannot be extended to lion symbol coins as Pallava coins. The author supported her
identification with symbol of lion and Bodhi tree, which were found in the Amaravatht
Buddhist monuments are also found in a few coins of the Pallavas. Mrs. Santhi said the
inscription and Buddhist literature attested to the some of the early Pallavas. Mrs. Santhi
said the inscription and Buddhist literature attested to the some of the early Pallava rulers
being followers of Buddhism. She felt that the coin would have been issued by the Early
Pallavas of Kanchi.

Thiru Arumuga Seetharaman countered that on the basis of Metrology (metal medium
of the coins). Further he stated that the electrum was not used in that particular period in
Tamil Nadu. The Curator stated that the coin is made of copper and hence the argument
does not hold good. The Lion motif is not chracteristic of the Pallava period. The speaker
replied that since the rulers had names like Rajasimha the use of Lion motif by Pallavas
couldn’t be ruled out.

The session concluded with the vote of thanks by Tmit. Santhi.

17-12-1999 Dr. R. Kannan, Ph.D., 1LAS,,
Commissioner of Museums
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aL Qemamsulled neCsnmmapd
unesstigwi Gleuefluill L. 5nevst wirki&@em b
L. LysfvLIgL ewrtd*

Manimss allipflar urroufly IrGsamasfle mL@ummswn QSTHTED. urs
Badunsafly Ereguld, 2 S5sTCsFD darar, fhsar Easswunsafll SBILTEHED Tarald
Sempssiu’ L QNTCsssdnGs Qardrsmwowrear, QSTLIFS @Garmrs Meore suFmm 2 esor(b.
Desit  HalGgmGn sraltursdld Eisnerar surarhiisSiumssT CHTETMS  SITTaorLom(GLD.
LiTaTsmLUI &Teudhgisd @lsuan’ Lmrid ue Fpmrasaflsr gl dkh@ 2 e @hg GUrdlsih e LsbTeorsir
JLEHMSHEG 2.l UL sshdlr ows 13-guu programeGutu Gerarfiugrs FOUILESDSG.
@gsr amapetr dhms (QesrieGsernn : 78), wriuru  @er (Gunawardena 1924 : 246),
eI (WTLpliLrsoer eneulsuLmsnay 1953 @ 27) eterd 1AL, dlhisem Glsdwnisaflsy g mliun (hsiereor.
@t GeumiLl L. SHmaEETRIGaTET S oL Geukme gl m&semd srsrm Gureafls) o_srereor.
S smirsd FAemsun, wrtur I Garaid WTplures @GLTHETLS BImES RorarGy @lssbissms
gomid Gurrdifwi er. @hdrurer GGsmaEsrGn 13-gUh FIODTETRN Qb 17-g)b
mir Horar (el oL @lukiens opdlar smansrms aflermdwubssprt (Ehdirursr 1972).

Elssure &Tagdse Gumsi, GFby,
Qeueirefl  oorear o Gorsmisefsh
mrevoriurugser  Gleustufi ol L e, @lsudmysir
Qi) mresnutisar eusnsiflaid, Ggrenauliad
IFsuT@Ein. @ama unil aiiflurs. g rmihs
Guameflwr &. uSLETHET EHTevnUBISeT T
STEOL, Syomey, FlemerIS6T, eulg aIsmLoLiL

EFEITLIETAUMEmM  Sp LU T&HS Gl e

b DIRI6H & WT & LI WA Gererri | Qo Qumf QuIdlgs srermumissT (Qeusiraf)
(Pathmanathan 1980 : 409-47). LLtd '

Quepbumsorssr  ErssTwGElT  (LsiTLMS SHleb
S gemlis wsitersy o maipd, SaTupsHD BEHUD, oEHET S Cogl seTm whGT
Guompud @b GQupmstarear. Feov BremTlmisaflsr waTUNSSH BhHSILL, TaTUPSEHD di(b @Sp
QBITEOTL STLET LK LHEND “Gaa” Qumflub @i QuUbmETATST. FTeeT HTsoTTwLIkGHefILD
“Geg)” starm QumflyLer QemGsre, SHifigen, aFfTrysn aatue QUTEE HsimeTHIGMTS
e welunmisterssr. (UL 1)

CumsmpiulL. mrewry aumswlsd @mhs CoumuiL epsTm Erawrwrusst 1970 G
wrGsT L & seiorGUilpdasiu’Lar. @aupsnm sf prewmumissT serd GOIONNCL Slpmrip s
(PSETENL SIS alUSTETTTET SHTTEUGLD LGTOSHEST DjeurseT @i mreerwmasafls Narumsdsn
Conumraf susdh amn “ufrmgtssr serm Quwi wrphurer wersat LwaTLRSSWL “UrgTe
Coarer . QesmreGesrst sarp omal Quuiselldr wrhmn supad aars sl @eubmy
wrplureer werenrGr Qeusflufl L sraé &t pd sriwarmt (Mahadeven 1970 : 111-20). syewrmed
mreorwellweorenfley g arrrr Gor werert Gaefluil L gramd & fustarsrt (Seyone 1998 :

* Agrdeiud gisnp. SO UbsmaGHPED, SEHETRLT.
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54-3). gemenuufley sl Qenr g fflurrd CubslL Lol sensemiué srins 1200 HrewrwIbGsT

al. Eleomemauis U meifl, wrésmrl, shebrmem.,

o.MG@memm Gumerm EILEisafld BmES
&n6uor (kg eI L 60T, @eLMIeT SmhS [HTemTIUEIG I lstT ‘
apsTUHED LUGSHGSEGD bhAHWD, GILOLmLomes s
GSgIETHEG, FEHEES S0y et Car@O\SEmD |
Nerundda Commpraf oo wirrgtesr”
sretTm  Guwmd G nQubmsTarer (UL 2). @
mreoniurugsaflsdr  (eTumSEe @I OUmD  Slgmbiiu
Hlensoniled @GdHlenmyn. GHerullsr wasdnes &6y

(uisB 3)

(LLb 4). @hEreoTwmisetlsdr Des, sTsOL, Fl6oTEITmIGHST
Siunilsir  ageuamIly  sTETUAIMMMES Glsmeo(h (pug)
euemanur Ll Blfl&asumi.

Geisuemas wrewrwiisst e gyflaresGe

QaarafibSur @hlurs sSOIPBEILws @ gy

Sl SgieTaTar. gLemTe @auremaulls Glima susmaiSignD,
Qarmastion Hle gbesursGa un G Rissfls
Sl G glererar. SUPKRTLH saubghsst GleausfluillL
mrswTiukiset e oiflgnes Glonmauiis) S aen Gurgy,
ey SAPETLpad GaeflLiul @ Smdm s
EonimssiE wUbEssTSES Speaug QUIKSSUTES

CQerigwn, @snHE S UymnTess

GSgederd@d, erypdde  epetray
Fetr  Hleorearpd, Nemm&E  FHETID
srerliuhidlsirmer (UL 3), syemeoTi
ST RISl (LPsiTUmGBESIs0 bk,
Bissr Goupyn GSgiefarss,
5h6@6 S0y Grave et
GCarhaEsn, fsrypsdle Ere®,
ener i el Heremplh @osNG
BEUNSH GSZellamHED 2 sreTer.

(UL 3)

Qs fluefsme. Goummp wrplurensdlsd BOTOTS SOORSTISES Gerar@ s'd ufibs
weTs ST Qe (UL STHS o misugid FHumLWETS @i, sQerefls “Crg Qumf
Quriiss wEremruksafls @in Quibmster Bhdl 2 mand, ¢Sz s, Nmpsendirar g8
dletren i@ Wer o (meud goegl GCourrafl swssl CQurhss prevrwnseaflsd) o srer
dstTe RIS EhsEn @G sugssnolidlsy sThealls sehmsmiond srepriuaflsbemev. 56T 2 (HauiD
Qurtigs mrawwhcals Geg saTm whise Qurfitu gweg S0 SWSSIHEEHT @b
Gumafsismen. @hKTsRTLGRIGA @ 1h QubmsTer Coaumref fusg S 12-13 gub ETHmTevTaL &
Corhmene. guemme)  Gegl Gurfl Gurflds prawmutisdt 13-gub GrHorETesT NHUGEUND
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Bmhs Qeuefuf tul enar. Gogind wTpliLTeRT TESTA EreruBsaigu, &G sefigi,
yodeoraaiigud , opammmisslign Geg Qurfl ukssré Qstdarsi LUETLESSUSDHS
@asdiutisafigin, so@a Qdsaflgth srermser o (. e sihe @ SHdlauh wimpleoer
webren i 1Ssmenr oyre dlstrenromall LETURGHILBOGE sTeTHlisme. @meurmey (Hsor Hsoreorid GLThiss
HTewTIEIgemeT  WTLpliLimese wsirenrd QeusfulilLgraé smsugl CUTSSLOTS @lusme. oy aTTe
Femen o @ammaulin g duflifs wstarmsamma Gaefuil (il p@méard srerume Glsare
ardwe fopmus Caran® emdlsEs pdng.

W plLTsTar & SETLIMAUILG HMOTSTTHS GsTaHrL Te Gertr ammeGur(h Hnme
56 (Hh(E LTHmss Sl Bssunisain @aeurss Gsilnilsdlsrmeor. (LIMplremT meLnLoTma
1953 : 22) @&dlns BET HORTOTS GHSHHSSD eToam 2o GFTaGSILLLTYID M
2 mIFILBHGS 2 mburer grsrmiser @lsisna. Liradl GlasEluhiest 3o HIHHTTIET (LPMLGELlD
diiuger @rregref Gsne Crréad Taihs GuTE oL &6

SlbIGLT ST Smavenouflsd grlarsmm Comeroluamns
wonupeurass & ndarper (Culavamsa 80 : 15-8)
sllnsursmael s o duflts Fhdlrumsm
UL @DEIMSUNST SSHEIT WATETOITS ONLES Fni&aT
@rrografleg sarmal um QuBidssr star Gogud
@hgrsast smdsrmer. (Culavamsa 88 : 63-4).
uretmpwifisr 1264 oin gy @GS L  GEOWLTmMuE
Salal () Eamemsull @iE DTSSET @(HESSTESMLD,
FRiGeT DemLnsGFsor ‘Lg)ﬂﬂ@ﬁil_gyé'&l’ Gurflsu efrLimesarig wWsdT
suL@leiiens Hg umLwhisg LAl @nhs
weTesmETd Qs ST @I nLs swd AUTHES
GClamgeme omGs LUDmeEs MLLSTEAM, GlamasluL (QGIZLLL)
werevTeoflelr  Wser uUmstripwifliin  sypusnillss  fanm

Ceqiss siwdssss Culd snemesr wstarsr o &fusraad s nding (Nilakanta Sastri
1937 : 59) Aot umetoripnGr @sucursna gy graaid Csflémg. Gsemurhmg FbuUaIkIGsT
REOQINTS SHOUESTTHS Cerarl  WIplLUTeT oyr&she (perGarmewrs GeirGsrrgy o
AL @armsull EUrhsmes Gomel(hds ari(dsarmear. ousurs eustrafll STk Sius g
(wir gl soot lie QeuaflGuwr QumBlsolinrinil) @mEE( H&SsamD TTUmS @6URITGSHEGSF FTIHLTsT
LDL_&6TT, CaTi_mLgser @Y rhs @ msmmrs Garsr® eadflds pedHlns™ . 56T SmaEsrTas
Siisens @phlmeeennd (Lsour sond 1993 : 113-56).

@susura urasewifler Guearawmwaw gHm U Gels g e, LT 6007 tg W T GO
SpariulL srad GefldEng. pramuksafs Bemerd Gurils@n wry LA STEaIlsRGTT
SeusuliGur g Nerubmpiu Lreid, g uremgwifldr @owrus ddrarurs  @imhsQAssirudl
&G e fleuamsn. @leuT T LTaisTigll BT 6oL, SLeorl. GUTg s e eamgemaun SkmblnsGassemus
sugl Cuardbasdar &Y Gefar®d aupgturg Grean® W Hararsmsun ST Geusflufll L
mrem kel Gurmflisgersd soiuddng (3). su@ommasule Binhs oUre urdameunflsr
GurrSsssms qnm o L.fuflhssne, SersrT UTsTpuITTa Deunrs QL eTUuLSNEI0 GHTg,
LEDM(PHE FTeoT I 2 aiwr(h. @earma Gdarera GeusflullDulL. premubhisefis: @iy Wsir
Heirem g st  @susurFletr Gleuppilsmws @més eysirm Wt SeramSemeiutn CuriGsert sTard
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g peomt. sTemsy feor Slarermiser GUTHlSS EIEwTUMGST WTPLILTEST DFSHSHE (L6 &Hd
pL@anmaulla @arQarr@m s mhsmed Camel.(hid sml(hdng srameuri.

g &G EeiT

(1) wmptmenor oy srsugdle Gauersfl premmumigst Gruatuil lin silsbsmen starrs: smiuBEmg!.
QLEoTey gjstersmioniled S (hlenr o Siflurma) wirplurerrSSleh USEMT su't mr&Slsd 2 6imsm LosmTe0SHh 60
sreorm oarflsh Gleln mremnukis@EhLer @b Geustafl Frammugmewn Cosflss (pEss:.

(2) EuITFSHEGE FTTUTSES CETILMLGET, QTFLMLSHT @BY(TEES B RSerss GaTiLarmr,
SETTSHSTT, STSHT (HTHMSWSH @TLn), Ul (Lsailur), Gk (GEHReSaNT), Lardise (LTGSTILLLD),

(neiTeermi ipseTid  (weireormir), UsoFGafl (U maflulldy o srer @ILid), eusSlEmomd (webterrmish 2 amer
iflLi), Goremm (Uxsfulsy 2 ster  Gamemtrallsy sreitn @I ors @méseombd), wEHUTEUSHSS
(@aienus sl LEsTEEG GeHGawsteT QL) GNSiss (eaisranmenn), Gahner Sen e
amswrL(Bleitem @) _risafley emismsubmpenmemws Seily eremeony @i russT wirplumrew &5Eig QauafiGus
Goilurs susttsflinarriwsdla EIme@L O fsmrs o 6TeTer.

(3) 2 emmwrLsfleor Gurg) SHih. o mitps FHTTWET &l HHSS!-
D . FTHHINET HIGVEGI
1. Culavamsa, 1953 (e.d) Geiger, W. Colombo
2. Gunawardhena, W.A 1924, Kokilasande saya. Colombo.

3. Mahadevan, L. 1970, Some rare coins of Jaffna in Damilica, 1: 111-20

4. Nilakanta Sastri, K.A. 1937, The Ceylon expedition of Jatavarman
Virapandy in Proceedings and transaction of the eight alt Indian Orientat Conference,
Bangalore.

5.  Pathmanathan, S. 1980, Coins of Medieval Sri Lanka : The Coins of the Kings of
Jaftna in Spolia Zeylanica, 35 : 409-47.

6. Seyone, K.IN.V. 1998, Some Old Coins, Nawala.

7. @bdyursur, sr. 1972, wrplurser @rEFusEstT Cormm, seory.
8. QearraGaamn, 1932, (LHlY) @r@ETEnSWT, oFHGaes.

9.  yevurlemrd, u. 1993, yresfl QeraGum@mearmiey, wWrplLTsworLD.

10, wrmplurssr mmauustoreney, 1953 (UBiy) sUTHETSST, G, Glamphy).
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uGsnLn prewTwREISH - @ I ule

upemesteuri ©lgy. FITEITAPSHLD HI*

QesiTenlhei mremmng Qosorsussfifa, essmfls surerdiann uGsrir (Pagoda) srersyub
Guresr mremTohiesT GUEepsASlmhoar. 16200 BrHOTEMeI(EhE ot WHETN BTHHTar 6
sTadE0 Kogl BTlleng shs mGrrufu asellsd GuuRsTTaID, GO HTLL Iy 68
LogTem T SaMTaND Ua Quuisenerd Qameue. LGSTLE mremnufissT HFsesHg Oeuaflufiul er.
Esueiens mreomwruasalsar aurerhmn Sple) sty @he slGeorullsr GEHTSELT@GLD.

HaN. 16y mromramesdr pGrriiu amfiles Guuhsalsr a@mmasGU  Her
TR PGS SHTaT U Fremnutiasar Georaemleae swbssar. Gumd aubs armfilusdne @ia
Sndlurdng. Spses sl hemrGumTl ulpamrseafly Gurtsgisddiu, L, g mdGow, Si6Tess,
Gistflsin mICE susttflend  (G(pLObtest, LTLSSTEmUSST JMusg aursmilun Lsulg suhger.
Flhepsm gl LewTl. HerenalleNmhe, @6Smew mraumsmeT, lugdulsr o et aeaflr
Slsmiodhyrsir yEFFH GeuaflilLsri. mog HILG teTarTSEm, SnmraraEnn &l GlHsmamil
IpiTsteTiLnIgH et Glsusf il (DeTsresrii.  @leomsy  Glumssr  BRemTIURIGET HGSHIILN, LWL, &H1& 6767
Semipdstiul L gl @ammner uGarLr Qurss eusnfllesdh e wadu @ udss gl

LUG&TLT mrenTwhisar GUmLTaID Semel HEFFpSSUUILL. KIeRTLE grende s Gwmme
SimpssUL LT, Fraluliperd, (Hreluperd uGsrem) urmdlGulal, wsImi, ST&HSH5GSl,
upGsuisn (), STsune, OeSarulipard, SLETT, GSHTFsmTL e, WEIIUL.L gsTiD, WIRIHEEHIT,
SLaiuTTD, s&Errey, uramesGstt Gurerm oamil) GwissT SrmAin UGHTLT  [HF6rILGISH(EHLO
Lithiehl, Ss0Gmenl, ST, (GGG, SHeOluSFTLs, Lgiilaremes GLTaTn CLILIGETET HTTLRISETHLD,
Ge eoflih Gl ey e sumeustofluiedlmm a0

snGrmoiiwflsn sumemawre Cserafllhdius HYsEs s_Deamrl) LGEHUNOmhE SL &LHS
(R ErLeT sursmflian QumElug. shmld sdsursald, @nsGUE GsmMeUTSHaD B(HHS S
Elenagd st Gaiw nGrrithy semflas @eunasT shgb, Gaustafl 2 Goramsmard Qugrarais
Gnduraihgst @nsEnd Galg BTEmUngsT HFFpsEl USGSSSHNGS Caramm® bt
sGrminiw eustolled  (@ULIRIGET SBlsEhaEm Gurlipuil (o GCaremm@d UCSTLT LT 65oTLIG &emer
O|FFI 55 SRIGTF auTemiluSHl LsaTIESSHTT. SL60 SLHS BTG suremflun uGsrLmalGaGu
ihhiesariD Glenuiul L gl Glogl bl suessflei sepin uGsmLr mrevorwkissmerGw Guflgin afmotar.
QG Spsdhdu amiless Guun shearg aefles SamsmeLn, ererT aipaumil
Ehireun & semTdHemanid LGHTLT KTamusHGatw stigd ensubSimhseri’.

anGrrinNufler auhmesE (psir afaumesy weireartssflsr g &l Quirsr, s&&TLD, aurT e
Gumsarm Glure frirsmrwriuger Clesom susattiflsSlphgeor. @ammer auyTssr &L6, 79410 mTHHT sty s
agrEnhEug s iPslubGSsiucL gl EFe Framunisaild) @ UGS TS o (Had
Gurigsiulemhsera  EUGLWT Gupmg. (@F6era Gursr ssmllsTastlm G @siT b
aLpsElpiLg @IS 5568) DEsmew Guresr EraorumsaaCyu gCrmifwur LGsrLT
sT6OT oy empG G, UGHTLE eTerrm Glomsy el euhGg sTerr aflerrigaisueme. LpsmpuTssr Gums
BT 6OOTWIBIERETR6T  LGeTL  sTairm  Qlomsh  eupsdlsvems’. syuin sreddisn, Gerur o (Heudgi eir

FoanOm . mira S dum, gsbam .
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Pissmew Fa pramusmeTs oo nGrrotuT @nammnt uGasrir sreard Quuifl 6 symipses
QarLrudlarT eTams GSTaTarsmL.

@aClamsy Hh. 16%5 mromresigen @YmEGsH GurtHHssSuflar susllal LHGabisafisn
smemTCUhdlma.*

Curisasddiun 1510-gsv urGsr (Pardao douro) srsiggud GQursr ETew WS me s
Eesmafiundumaie Geurausmilag onipsiu@GisdarTt. @msl uGsTim serm  GlLwyTgib
JMYSSETH. gLTTe @H 6 ussD CUTTSSISEAL e YEHaTud umussd ysflg sruos
2_malpl QUTSstLC e hhs 8.

1639-@ls0 oymiflGawT GlaaTsnaTiu_ i GinGs GSSMBEGL GuDm GUTE HTETILRISET
SEAOL 2 MNenwsmuupd QupmsTi.’ gyermed, @EgG wersrTsaflstr GusamsTsmoamiy 7 HHsH
QaramL s SpLLrsTons @hs Ereunuhssils @hgs sLayr o @gmauksaGar Gurdlsaliul
Geussor(NGIoerr Bluksamer efidGsIu L gl QEETLG ausmflersEmn ESSHmail etk oisofls
L alySmasafls eflsgre qhme GareTEmaTTasT MaTLmSs GmeHHn Gl Groma et
Bluhssmerenwu Uy Qarsrer opm&Gauwr swnisaisms.’ '

sLseflstr 2 (hrurudiemLet Geueflii 'L mresmunser, e@h gTill uGsTLr, @irstr( smfl
uGarm, epsiray smbl LCsTLT ser Smpssiu L gl, g gmll uCsrLreald) g ussin s
o (HeupD, @iran(® ambl LGaTL el 65 S0, e Gl Glsln 2 (hautpb (Fleugnid, LTTaiSun
DT hS G&rrsuej;.é]sh 2 6ner Qretsr(hl oLl UGHTLT ERsTWRISDmT mameST D60l Clausluil Heremmit)
ewpstrmy smUl GamLmrallsy sfleipgnm, Hlaonset Slmuast — epaymemLWw — 2 (haxph olmpidaUul g mkser.
S ESGwwr, Cesramer, sLarm éu @l nsafldlnphgl QSsma Erammubsmem &FF G
GeuefiNleori. @Cs ursefluilsd LFsssaTIIseT Eralulipard, upGanhar@h), urmduGusme,
ansasGy Héw QLmsaladl@ghgin, srmesnurpullsdimhs GLaflaaamrms gy,
urstorg FGEfulledimna NQATERSFSSTTISEHD LECHTLT EIETLRISMmNT HFFLSHHS SRS &)
suremflusdlepin, Gurgeirsr Gasuraenfluign Gumoaais LpsssHNEGS Caramh kg™
@Gy eragdin gnaETh BT CoErd] BTuGSTHERD @CHEUTETM HTETULIGMET OF&L L.
1705-60 U0TEres cuemiled @b Eihs sLeeTsr 2 (BuSHSIL 6T UGHTLT 5T 6wTiLim s
Qeusflulihisusmg  smweriLfledlmhs Hnlsaea urdiflurissr sdiigseart. o erms, uidiflsol(mhs
GUU Qus@srisat @Ihs mdiflienn Brraflsgeart.® sarmb u@duler Cesauranfiullsdiprs uGsTLT
wrsmrbiEsfley NGTErasaTIiGsT Samméehdirssr 2 ghoub GQuIrdleSaphasu.

UGSHILT  EremruGalsr sTemLwjd, wrpmin GL-SEDN@GD, STsSnHE@n qhU UM
wr Ul lp (Hhs gl HmElGauuflar uGsm_r EramTumasT 18,900 KTHmTEmgs 20 3,74 syl wrHm
@mpksg. Nsrsrm @& 12 amriLre @mnsasiulLg. QiEaragdsy gisr@ maurl Geaeflufic L
uGsrLa 18 amrl. wlGiGw @nhss.” @is wrewwuniesilsr CFarasmil wdHiy of Pl
sALTLsdlhS&aLE, STHSLGULTL oL 2 midl GlFlwein, Gma Ghdorhdneg shsaF Casaiu (b
Slp&sly ST Eiemnud QauniulL g 1676-6 LFs&ESETTT Bralu lparsHdld) o&Fedhs HTeonub
20 srTLLTe @hSE. e, @& 17700 @lg 1B strlirs Gomhg olLg. s0a,
usmips UGETLE ETemlubisEhsE uarfleasdh moo arGumy GmRsSE. 18-b  EIrmmm ey s
@mduiled 100 vempw uGsTLTaNsET WL 190 LW LGsTLTRNS B(rESGL” EeunnsT LRSILGLL L,
uyGRIMGT(H LGHTLT BIemrukhisEheE hon wHiy Gmhsg. < mdGouflsar Gimemhl uGsrum
6.00 &rmn stemLwyh, soimi LGHTLT (spn &mbl) 4.00 Srmbd sTepLwD, UTLISLGL snL. g(n STl
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uCarLr 4.00 &rmid LD 2 drensTS Gl mhse. (UsSCHTL ML JHRISTL SIS HiTuTILIRISEHT
&lav).

uGsrLr preorwnsGer aemflad Gemmrmsmise Cuiiginh GComeultiu LT, @ mGrmitu
ausnlled GuUUSHL UGHTLT Frsonuld amaufimiy @eaarg Curg srussfl Bibhg sriser mrc
Qunstr, Qeusirafl premrwisamstd W Guurissilwpd afihn Hundibel udors skEsEsU
LGSEGS Coemeauurar UCHTLT Erawmumgmer surhidard. @i eprisiu L Nm @
mrenoTIUhIGETI HhiGeTSl (PhHdnTeml uSEgEF Qeursaemlsesd Qe aubsaTi. gy hdiGauiLmL,
LEGSHHIT(HD SHISHTE suraniiusSNGS Coemsuurer UCSHTLIT HremmukismsT @roupmmuiey aurmidiu
aflurd gyuisarg susmiisl LuSHGaEmaflsd smovoriiLbdlsrmer.”

uGasmr Eramrwkisst swurfiés guer Geuasst Ggs efurmissnarub, sGrmifwmfsr
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CERTAIN TERMS USED TO DESCRIBE
THE CONDITIONS AND PARTS OF COINS

K. Lakshminarayanan *

Numismatics, the study of coins is an endless vast subject. It involves the study of
various countries and their history and language. Accurate description of coins that comes
to the cabinet of the collector plays a vital role to classify, compare and identify them by
other scholars. There are terms evolved by the western world numismatics to describe the
condition and parts of coins. An understanding of these terms will be much helpful to convey
the important features of the coins found out or collected. With the intention the following
descriptions of certain numismatics terms are given.

The condition of the coins are explained by the following terms :

1. Proof coins : There are coins especially struk from polish blanks and dies and
finished by hand, which gives them a mirror like, smooth, reflective surface. These are the
coing at the most perfect condition. The mint makes charge for the proof coins and they can
only be had during the year of their issue.

2. Uncirculated Coins : Actually these are coins struck for circulation but not put
in circulation. They must be as new and bright as when dropped from the Coining Press. A
coin that has been in circulation cannot be term as uncirculated, though if shows no mark
of wear.

3. Fine coins : These are coins, which have seen considerable circulation, but every
feature of the coin is well visible. It should not show any bad.

4. Fair coins : These are coins which are much worn but their design, lettering and
date are clearly visible.

5. Poor coins : These are coins with obliterated design, lettering and date.

6. Mutilated coins : These are damaged coins with holes, bad cuts or scratches.
There are nine terms by which we can refer the various parts of the coins., They are :

1. Obverse : The front or face of the coin.

2. Reverse : The other side of the obverse.

3. Type : The principle object represented on the coins.

4. Field : The space between the type and circumference in the coin.

5. Exergue : The lower protion of the area of a coin beneath the type and separated
from the rest of the field by a horizontal line is exergue.

6. Symbols : The small objects represented either in the field or exergue as adjurates
to the ; main type.

-7. Incuse : These are the portion of the coin which are below the level of the surface.
8. Letter Edge : This is an inscription around the edge of the coins.

9. Mint Mark : These are small letters or symbols which denote the place of mintage.
Usually the mint marks are found on the reverse of the coin.

* Curator, Government Museum, Chennai.

38



UNKNOWN EXIGENCY SALEM CASH OF
ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY

R. Jawahar Babu *

In my collection there is a rare copper coin! which was commercially important at the
time of its issue. My study of the “Baramahal records™ (Archival records preserved at the
Tamil Nadu Archives, Chennai) shows that it was called the “Salem Cash’ and was issued .+~
by the English East India Company on an exigency basis in the last week of March 1798 to
tide over the shortage of copper cash (domestic cash) in the Salem region of Tamil Nadu.
There is no mention of this coin anywhere in the extensive literature available on Company
coinage, nor does it figure in any of the monumental works on the subject (Edgar Thurston,
1890 ; F. Pridmore, 1975).% It is for the first time that this coin is being reported and
attributed with conclusive evidence to English East India Company.

Details of the coin follows :

Obverse <4— Plate —» Reverse

Metal = Copper ; Shape = Circular ; Weight = 4.850 gms ;

Diameter = 18 mms ; Condition = worn ; Technique of minting = hammer-struck ;
Denomination = Five Cash (‘Anju Kasu'in Tamil).

Exchange rate at Salem :

720 five cash = 443 Gopali silver fanam = 192 Kantiraya silver fanam = 45 Company
silver fanam = 28 Gopali gold fanam = 12 Kantiraya gold fanam = 3 1320 Company Rupee
= 3 3110 Pondicherry Rupee = 2 413 Gopali Chakram = 1 113 Kantiraya Chakram = 1 Star
Pagoda.

Obverse :
The legend ‘Anju Kasu’ in Tamil around a six petalled flower within a circle.
Reverse :

The legend “Zarb Salem AH 1213” in Persian (AH 1213 = AD 1798)

w5601 1T Main Road, Gandhinagar, Adyar, Chennat-600 020.
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The coins, being hammer-struck, can show minor variations in their weights. Moreover,
the wear and teaxof metal content due to circulation results in loss of weight. Taking into
account all these factors, it can be assumed that in mint condition, a Salem 5 Cash coin
could have weighed around 6 gms on an average. Therefore, the metrology of copper coins
in metric units in the 18th century is : 5 Cash = 6 gms; 1 Cash = 1.20 gms.

Discussion

On 17 March 1792, the Company acquired Salem and adjoining territories, then known
as the Baramahal (approximately present day districts of Dharmapuri, Salem, Nammakal)
from Tipu Sultan of Mysore under the provisions of the treaty of peace concluded at
Srirangapatanam to end the Third Mysore War (1789-92). The district was placed in charge
of Captain Alexander Read* on 4" April 1792. For administrative reasons Captain Read
divided it into three divisions, the Northern and Central divisions with their headquarters
at Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri was placed under Assistant Collectors Capt. Graham and
Munroe,’ respectively. Capt. William MacLeod was the Assistant Collector of the Southern
division with its headquarters at Salem. The general superintendence of the whole district
remained with Captain Read who made his headquarters at Tirupattur.
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_ Baramahal-from the late surveys of Mysore AD 1808 .

On taking charge, Read and his Assistants found both the Hindu monetary system of
pagodas and fanams, and the Mugal system of mohurs and rupees were in vogue, and most
puzzling varieties existed of each denomination of coin which Read did his best to annihilate
in a phased manner. An attempt was made to establish the Madras star pagoda as a standard
currency. The pagoda system was adhered to in the land revenue administration and revenue
accounts were kept in terms of pagodas, fanams and cash. On 6% April 1793, Company
government at Fort St. George. Madras, issued orders to establish mints in the Baramahal.
Consequently, two mints were establsihed. One at Krishnagiri and and another at Salem
and they commenced production with effect from 5% May 1794. These two mints issued
coins in denominations of gold, silver and copper identical to Company coins struck at
Madras mints.
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However, there was a notable exception. In 1798, there developed an actue shortage
of copper coins in the Salem region causing hardship to the general public. To meet this
currency crisis, extra quantities of copper coins had to be minted on an exigency basis. At
the request of Macteod. Asst. Collector Salem (letter dated 8 Feb 1798)¢ a consignment of
10 candies (equivalent to 2.25 metric tonnes) of copper was dispatched on 21 March by
J.B. Travers, Secretary to the Revenue department. Madras, to the Commercial Resident,
Salem, to be delivered to the mint for the purpose of coinage. A direction was given that the
cost of the metal should be brought into the book of accounts of the Asst. Collector, Salem.
By 27 March, the “Salem Cash” coins were struck, put into circulation and were appearing
in the account books?® of the Collectorate of Salem.

Conclusion

Several varieties of copper coins circulated in Tamil Nadu in the 18th Century and
their metrology is not clear. But the riddle is now solved by the “Salem Cash”. To the best
of my knowledge, this is the only copper coin struck in the 18th Century showing the
denomination and value as “Anju Kasu’ (5 cash) in Tamil script. “Salem Cash”, therefore,
occupies a unique position in the annals of Tamil Nadu coinage. One infers from the
“Baramahal records” that Capt. William MacLeod, Asst. Collector of Salem, took personal
interest in designing and minting the coins. The “Salem Cash” is probably the forerunner
to the machine-struck copper cash of the Company (1803, 1807, 1808) showing denomination
and value in English and native languages. However, these machine-struck pieces contain
less copper in proportion to their value than the native and Company cash of 18th Century
Tamil Nadu.

References and Notes.

1. A similar coin has been erroneously listed under Indian Princely States in “The
Standard guide to South Asian Coins and Paper Money since Ad 1556” ; pp. 123, 229.

2. The earliest records of the ceded district preserved in the Chennai Archives consists
of the series 3173 (A) to 9K}, covering the period 1791-92 are known as the ‘Baramahal
‘Records”. As a complete record of the first experiments in detailed district administration
by British officers in South India and the birth of the ryotwari system, these volumes
possess a unigue value.

3. “History of the Coinage of the Territories of the East India Company in the Indian
Peninsula and Catalogue of the Ceoins in The Madras Museum”, by Edgar Thurston, 1890,
“The coins of the British Commonwealth of Nations to the end of the reign of George VI
1952” part 4. India, Volume I EIC Presidency Series c. 1642-1835, by F. Pridmore, 1975.

4. Read studied the indigenous forms of revenue settlement and formulated the
essentials of his ryotwari policy, which Munroe later perfected on scientific lines which
stood the test of time.

5. Munroe, afterwards Sir Thomas Munroe, Governor of Madras Presidency (1820-
27) was a fountain head of wisdom in all things concerning administration.

6. See Appendix, Letter 1.
7. See Appendix, Invoice.
8. See Appendix, Letter 3.

Acknowledgement : I acknowledge the permission granted by the Director of
Archives and Historical Research, Tamil Nadu Archives, to consult the necessary records.
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APPENDPIX

1. Lotter: From - William Macl.eod, Asst. Collector, Salem.
To - Lieut. - Colonel Alex. Read. Superintendent. Baramahal and Salem Districts.

Dated - Salem. 8th February 1798.

In consequence of there being no coinage of copper in these districts, the value of the cash in circulation
has risen about a fifth within the last two years. There are now duly 48 or 49 cash for a Gopally fanam-In
January 1796 a Gopally fanam changed for 64 cash. The lower class of inhabitants sustain a considerable
inconvenience and loss by the scarcity which enhances the value of this small coin in which the greatest
portion of their necessaries in purchased. And unless a copper coinage or a supply of copper coins be introduced,
it is probable the cash will rise still higher. For those reasons I am induced to request of you to apply for eight
or ten Candies of copper to be coined into cash and from the information [ have from the shroffs and silversmiths
ol this place. I can venture to assure you the public will not sustain any loss thereby provided it be so
managed that duties as had been once before be not exacted in the Nabob’s country. It might be sent on the
carts of the Commercial Resident which are to be despatched empty from the Export Warehouse about the
20th of this month for Salem, the hire of transporting the copper hither would be settled with the cartmen
through Mr. Carpenter at Salem.

2. Letter: From-~J.B. Travers, Depty. Secy. Revenue Department.

To-Liseutenant-Colonel Alexander Road, Superintendent and Collector of the
Baramahal and Salem Districts.

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th ultimo, and to inform you in compliance
with the request it encleses from your Assistant Mr, Macleod, orders have been given to furnish him with 10
Candies of copper coinage, the invoice for which will be hereafter transmitted to you,

Invoice
Pagodas
21s March 1798. To hire of 10 carts for loading the above
8 Pagodas each is 8 0 0O
To 40 gunny bags purchased for covering 2 0 0
To hire for sewing 0 24 0
Pagodas 82 24 0

3. Letier : From - Wm Macleod. Assistant Collector.
To- J.R. Lushington, Esq., Secretary Board of Revenue.
Dated - Salem, 27. March 1798

By order of Lieutenant Colonel Read I forward to the Revenue Tresury under charges of the bearer
and thirty-four sepoys one lakh (100,000) of Pagodas, from the Southern Division.

In star Pagodas 27,113 0 0
9368 New Porto Novo Pagodas at 118 1/8 per cent 7930 26 15
3087 Old do at 120 per cent 2,872 22 45
41062 Pondicherry Rs. at 331 1/2 per cent 12,383 35 O
6 Madras f.s and 13 Salem cash ... 6 25

Pagodas 50,600 0 O

From the Centre Division
In star Pagodas

7625 6/16 Imaumy Rupees| 16,000 50,000 0 O
34482 Pondicherry Rupees | 33,400

11047 6/16 @ 331 11/19
per 100 Pagodas

Star Pagodas 100000 0 O
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METALLOGRAPHY INDEX OF PROSPERITY

Dr. D. Sankaranarayanan, B.Sc., M.B.B.S., *

The truth of this headline can be understood from the GUPTA’s gold and holed INDIAN
Copper one - pie coin, issued during the WORLD WAR II.

The Chinese coins found in SOUTH INDIA are not chance findings but at indication
of their absorption into the SOUND INDIAN Monetary system during medieval time. This
is evident from the Chinese coin found during temple consecgration at NEDUNGADU®,

Usually the Chinese coins found are heavy and brownish. The coin collected by me at
Ambasamudram was thin, with a silvery white appearance.

The discription of this coin is as follows :

Metal Brass

Shape - Circular
Weight - 3.25 Grams
Diameter - 2.5 cm.,

Thickness - 2 mm.
(COIN OF BRILLIANT REASON)®
Rev-Mint in Manchu

This coin was sent to INDIRA
GANDHI CENTRE for ATOMIC )
RESEARCH, KALPAKKAM for e - L
MET-ALLOGRAPHIC study. They TAOKUANG LUNG PAO - IN CHINESE

reported as follows: “The

microstructure of this coin is similar

to “YELLOW BRASS”, presence of COPPER 66 % ZINC 34 % as major elements and IRON
ALUMINIUM as minor elements”.

Based on MICHAEL MITCHNER's illustrations, this coin was identified by me, as
that of TAOKUANG (1821-1850) A.D. who was a ruler of the decaying MANCHU dynasty
of CHINA.

Historical background® of this ruler shows that during his rule, the Chinese economy
was in ruin. This was caused by many factors like long drawn MANGOLIAN was, issue of
“Paper Money”, population explostion, and the common man’s suffering due to recession.
Because of the scarcity of metals TAOKUANG resorted to minting coins having cheaper
intrinsic value.

I thank TIRNS, ANJANERI and Dr. V. Jeyaraj, Curator Government Museum,

Chennai for arranging the metallographic study of this coin with Indra Gandhi Centre for
Atomic Research, Kalpakkam, Tamilnadu.

REFERENCES
(1) Chinese coins from the temple at NEDUNGADU, by T. Satyamurthy.

(2) IIRNS - Report on this coin.

(3) INDIRA GANDHI CENTRE for ATOMIC RESEARCH - KALPAKKAM - Report.
(4) ORIENTAL COINS and their values - MICHAEL MITHENER

B) A Histoi‘y of Chinese Civilization by JACQUESGERNET.

* 48, North Car Street, Ambasamudram - 627 401.
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DIVISION FOR THE PIE & NDT DEVELOPMENT
INDIRA GANDHI CENTRE FOR ATOMIC RESEARCH

KALPAKKAM - 603 102,

Microstructural investigations on ancient coins

Two ancient coins were received at DPEND for metallurgical investigations. The first
one is a brass coin and the second one is made up of special stone. Metallography of these
coins was carried out by using a standard polishing and etching procedure. A special fixtures
for holding the coins has been fabricated and employed during polishing. Cross section of
the brass coin (across the thickness) was polished and then etched using the following
etchant to reveal the microstructure.

Pottassium Dichormate

1. gram of potassium dichromate

4 ml. of sulfuric acid

50 ml, of water

2 drops of hydrochloric acid just before using the etchant.

The following observations were made on the microstructures of these coins.
Brass coin

The structure of the coin in unetched condition indicated presence of porosities of
different sizes and shapes with microcracks at a few locations (Figs. 1, 3 a & 3b). Corrosion
products were also seen on the surfaces. The etched microstructure shows (2a & 2b and 4a,
4b & 4c) the presence of two phases with a lot of porosities and microerneles. The
microstructure of this coin is similar to “YELLOW BRASS”. The composition of this coin
predicted from the microstructure is found to be around 66% Copper and 34% Zinc.
Semiquantitative analysis carried out by energy Dispersive Analysis of X-rays (EDAX)
attached with Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) revealed the presence of Copper and
Zinc as major elements and Iron & Aluminum as minor elements. Table I shows the results
of EDAX analysis of brass coin.

Radiography of the Ancient Brass Coin

Radiography of the brass coin has been carried out with the following parameters :

Equipment used SEIFERT 200
Film Focus Distance (FFD) 700 mm
Focal spot 1.5 mm
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PANDYA RULER WITH A SURNAME
‘CHEKAVEERARAMAN’

M.T. Karunakaran *

Recently I have obtained a coin from an old collection of a friend.

The particulars of the coin are as detailed below.

Metal Copper : Shape-Round ; Size-1.6 mm dia ; Weight - 30.00 gm.

Obverse : Standing man figure with two fishes separated by a sceptre to its right.
Reverse : Seated figure with legend in Tamil.

‘Geseirymwen’ (Chekaveeraraman)

The existence of this surname ‘GzseSyyrwet. (Chekaveeraraman) has come to notice
for the first time through this cein.

Desikachari had publiched a coin of identical features with the legend reading brfau
(Jagaveera) (Please note : The first letter is ‘g’ and not ‘G#’) and ascribed it to Pandya but
had not assigned it to a particular ruler.

The coin which I have brought to notice is also ascribed by me to Pandya of the second
empire. For reasons.

(1) The Pandyan emblem of “The two fish” is found on the obverse. (ii) The legend on
the reverse also corresponds paloeographically to the period between 13th and 14th Century.
(iii) Further in support, it may be noted that the surname ending with the world "Raman’
was very much prevalent during that period, which we can observe in the following portions
of a passage from Sethuraman’s. “The Imperial Pandyas’.

....... Inscriptions prove that in the year 1311, there were five anocinted kings in the
Pandya Kingdom. They are as follows :

1. Maravarman Kulasekara [ was the senior King (1268-1312).

2. Jatvarman Vira Pandya II (1297-1343) : He was the first son of Kulasekara. He
had the surname Kaliyugarama.

3. Jatavarman Sundara III (1304-1320) : He was the second son of Kulasekara. He
had the surname Kodandaraman.

* Hon. Secretary Madras Coin Society.
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4. Jatavarman Srivallabha (1308-1342) : He had the surname Akavaraman® He
might be the third son of Kulasekara.

5. Maravarman Sri Vallabha (1308-1342) : He had the surname Avanivendaraman4.
His title is Maravarman. He could not be the son of Kulasekara who had also the same title
Maravarman. Probably he belongs to another branch of the Royal famaily. (Perhaps
grandson of Kulasekara by a daughter...)

6. The Juniors had the surnames ending in ‘Raman’. Theywere anointed in the life
time of Maravarman Kulasekara I...

9. Kulasekara died in 1312.

10. After the demise of Kulasekara, Jatavarman Raja Rajan Sundara Pandya (The
rebel) probably the illegitimate son of Kulasekaran assumed accession in 1313.5

From the above we can observe that except the last one, Jatavarman Raja Rajan
Sundara Pandya who assumed accession after the demise of Kulasekara, all the Juniors
mentioned above had a surname ending with the word ‘Raman’. As such it is quite possible
though not very sure that Jatavarman Raja Rajan Sundara Pandya, the above said
illegitimate son of Kulasekara, who assumed power after the death of his father might also
have had a surname ending with the word Raman and probably this ‘Chekaveeraraman’.
However in the absence of a clear record coming to notice it is very difficult to assign this
surname to any other Pandya ruler.

References

1. Desikachari, T. South Indian Coins, Republished by Asian Educational Services, New
Delhi - Madras 1991, fig 25 and 26 plate IT and pp. 170, 171,

2.  ‘Kaliyugaraman’ also was one of the titles of the later Pandya ruler Alagan - Perumal
Athiveeraman (vide, Pankaja, N. Studies in South Indian Coins Vol. VII, ‘Ancient
Coins and Values A Mathematical Ratio’ published by South Indian Numismatic
Society. 1997, p. 143).

3.  The surname Akavaraman is also known for another ruler of later period (vide Alakudi
Seetharaman, ‘Tamil Tholliyal Chanrugal’, in Tamil, Published by Dhanalakshmi
Press, Tanjore 613 007. 1994, Thenkasi Pandya’s Tamil Kasu, P.27.

4. Earlier ruler Jatavarman Sundara Pandya II, who lived upto 1300 A.D. also had the
surname ‘Avanivendaraman’ {vide pag 2 g ARE 1948-49, see P.123 of N. Sethuraman,
‘The Imperial Pandyas’.

5. Sethuraman, N. ‘The Imperial Pandyas. Mathematics Reconstructs the Chronology’,
Published by Raman and Raman Pr. Ltd., Kumbakonam - 612 001. 1978. p. 173.
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NEW FINDS OF COINS OF ARCOT NAWABS

Dr. V. Jeyaraj *
Introduction:

Arcot Nawabs' issued coins of their own in their territory. gold, silver and copper are
the different metals used in their coins. In the beginning, the Carnatic Nawabs issued
coins in the name of the Mughal ruler. When the Mughal rulers were weakened the
independent Nawabs and chieftains issued coins in their territory. The coins had the legends
in languages like. Tamil, English, Persian, Canarese and Telugu. Normally Arbic numerals
were found on the coins. In the later period, the Nawabs lost their minting power as they
were solely depending on the British East India Company . Coins have been found in Various
places in Tamil Nadu. Among them the coins issued by Mohammed Ali are found large in
numbers.

Anwaruddin (1744-1749) was the first Nawab, who issued coins of his own bearing
his name. The copper coin has the Tamil legend Mamudali in the obverse and a flag in the
reverse.

Mabus Khan (1752-1759), son of Anwaruddin, who was the Governor of Madurai and
Tirunelveli, issued coins in his name?. Khan Saheb, Governor of Madurali issued coins®.
Coins of Mohammed Ali are available plenty in number. 1t is also believed those Nawabs
like Azim-Ut-Daula, Umdat-Ul-Umara issued coins during their rule. The currency system
of the Arcot Nawabs were similar to the Moghul. The gold coins were called Mohiurs. They
were also called pagodas. The various types of pagodas were Wallajahi pagodas, Kurki
pagodas, Umdat-UL-Mulki pagodas, star pagodas, Feringhipet pagodas.. Silver
coins were called Rupees. The copper coins were called Thankas. Panam, cash, faluce,
pice dub are the various names of currency existing during the Arcot Nawabs. Coins issued
by the Arcot Nawabs to Sir Walter Elliot and from other sources. The mint towns were,
Arcot, Santhome, Mailapur / Mahilapur!. Covelong, Chindaripetta. Poonamallee, Porto-
Novo; Tiruvamur?, Trichinopoly and Pondicherry. The names of other mint towns found in
copper coins are Sailem (Salem), Madurai, Nahtarnagar (Trichy). Tirunelveli, Thanjai,
(Thanjavur). Mchamat Bandar etc. As stated by Biddulph, over strikes on coins of the local
Chieftains are fairly common ©. Coins are mainly found at places like, Karur, Tirunelveli,
Trichirappalli, Thanjavur, etc. Recently the author has studied many coins collected by
Mr. Jalal, Mr. Raman of Chennai. New dimension has been created in the history of coins
of the Arcot Nawabs.

Motifs and Legends Found :

Seventeenth Century witnessed many local Hindu rulers in Tamilagam. They were
the Nayaks of Madurai and Tanjore, the Marathas, the Banas, the Thondamans, the
Sethupathis, the Poligars etc. They minted coins of their own, which contained motifs and
legends pertaining to their interest. According to Dr. Bidie, the standing figures on the
pagoda are identified to represent Venkateswara and his two wives. According to Sir Walter
Elliot, the pagoda with standing Vishnu with or without his two wives on the obverse and
the granulated reverse appears to have been derived from the favour in which the Vaishnava
tenents were held by the later Vijayanagar princess of Chandragiri, the chiefs of Venkatagiri
and at the sacred shrine of Truppati. It thus came to be adopted by the Nawabs of the
Carnatic’. Coins with different motifs such as seated Brahma. Siva and Parvati, Rama and

= Curcator, Chentical Couservation Section, Government Museum, Chennai.
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Sita, Rama, Rama holding a bow, Hanuman, Garuda, Ganesa, linga coiled snakes around
a linga, linga on altar, linga on a bull, trident kumbh, star, fish, bird, lion, horse, bull,
elephant, conch, mosque, dagger, gun, spear, sword, bow and arrow, sitting and standing
deity. Muruga on a peacock, Meenakshi, flower, tree climber, standing man, peacock, swan,
flower vase, plant with flower, crescent and sun, flame, tree four petalled flower, six petalled
flower, seven petalled flower, vessel with a stand, sword and shield, crescent moon, sun
and a drum, flag are mostly found on these coins.

The languages of the inscription found on the coins of the Arcot Nawabs are Tamil,
Grantha, Persian, Telugu, English and Canarese. Arabic numerals are mostly found on
the coins. The palacographic styles are of the 17th and 18th Centuries.

New Finds :

The author recently studied over hundred copper coins of the group and found many
interesting features hitherto not published in this area.

Coins with Tamil Legends Nawabu / Nababu :

The copper coins in the study, having the Tamil legend Nawabu or Nababu, have
presented various motifs such as standing deity, snake coiled linga, Garuda facing the left,
bull facing the left, linga over a bull facing left, petalled flower, seated female deity, horse
turning to right, standing Muruga, seated Brahma, seated bull facing the right, a vessel
with a stand, sword and a shield, squatting bull, dagger, conch, seven petalled flower.

Coins with Tamil Legends Asunaba :

Coins with the Tamil legend Asunaba have a variety of motifs in the coins studied
by the author recently. They are Kumaranthunai, plant, dagger, conch, flame, deity, deity
within a circle, lion to the left facing the viewer, elephant facing to right. Arbic legend and
crescent and sun, tree four dots, trisul with in an arch. Telugu script, seven petalled flower,
three leafed plant, standing deity, flying bird, crescent moon, sun and a drum design with
arrows. Arabic letter ain, right turned lion facing the viewer, flowered plant, three petalled
flower, crescent moon and sun, sword, goddess, Muruga on peacock.

Coins with Tamil Legend Chanda Sayabu :

Some coins have the Tamil legend Chanda Sayabu. Nawabu Chanda Sayabu. Sayabu
ete. The various motifs studied by the authoer are star, crescent moon and sun, erected
sword, lion facing right with in a design, elephant.

Coins with Tamil Legend Mabusu Khan :

The copper coins having the Tamil legend mabusu, Mabusu Khan ete..have the motifs
such as square design, minored building, Hanuman facing the right.

Coins with Tamil Legend Wallajah :

Some of the coins having the Tamil legend. Wallajah, have some motifs such as a
petalled flower, standing man along the side of an animal. Persain legend Walla, Zarb,
Muruga on peacock, galloping horse, Persian legend Walla, Jalus and Arcot.

Comparison of the Motifs within the Coins of Nawabs :

Some of the legends in the coins are common to two or more of the Nawabs, who
issued coins. The common motifs are horse, peacock, fish, lion, elephant, flowered plant,
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seven petalled flower, linga, Hanuman, Garuda, Muruga on a peacock, snake coiled linga,
deity, conch, dagger star mosque, crecent moon and sun.

Coin with Bust Model :

A coin is identified with a bust model as the

obverse and the Persian legend, Walla in the R :,-f-;i""»
reverse. This is the first time in the history of the ¥ )i @“N
Arcot Nawabs such a coin is reported. This coin is o ~ 2

in the cabinets of Mr. Sankara Raman of Chennai.

Conclusion :

All the coins under this study are made of copper and its alloy. All most all of them
are irregularly circular and the weight is also not different from the already reported coins.
This study revealed new motifs found on the coins. The motifs are both secular as well as
religious. The Hindu theme surpasses the other themes such as that of Islam and secular.
The important thing is that the bust of a man is found on one side and the Persian legend
Walla is found on the other. This is unique in this type of coins. This may be compared
with that of the Raman coins. Generally, Wallajah refers to Mohammed Ali. Therefore the
bust model may represent Muhammad Ali himself. Further study in this line may throw
more light on the coinage of the Arcot Nawabs.
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Forgotten mints of British East India Company
In Tamil Nadu

Harihariah Oruganti *

An unusual and rare event in the annals of numismatics occured when East India
Jompany acquired two mints of pre-British period and converted them to strike the coins
of the Company a fact o far unknown to many numismatists.

Under the provisions of the Treaty of Peace concluded at Seringapattam on March
17th. 1792, Tipu Sultan ceded the territories then known as the Baramahal (Present districts
of Salem. Nammakkal, Dharmapuri and Western half of Vellore) to the Honourable East
India Company. Eighteen days afterwards on April 4th. 1972 Captain Alexander Read was
appointed as the Collector of the newly acquired areas by Earl Cornwallis, Governor -
General of Fort William in Bengal. Immediately Captain Alexander Read with Head
Quarters at Tirupattoor, divided the area into three divisions for the purpose of
adminstration as follows.

Tirupattor (H.Q)
Captain Alexander Read
Collector
Baramahal & Salem Districts.

Krishnagiri Dharmapuri Salem

Northern Division Central Division Southern Division
Balaghat Baramahal Talaghat

Captain J.G. Graham Captain Thomas Munro Captain W. MacLeod
Sub Collector Sub Collector Sub Collector

The gold Star Pagodas and the silver Fanams were, during this period, the principle
coing of currency in the Madras Presidency and were struck at Fort St. George and
Chindarepettah mints. The Governmor was the nomial Head of the Mints and the real
management vested in the Assay Master. Under him was a native manager who employed
a group of goldsmiths and silversmiths.

Madras Presidency Monetary System

10 Cash = 1 Doodie
8 Doodies

(or)
80 Cash = 1 Fanam
36 Fanams = 1 Pagoda

Note : The exchange for Fanams for Pagodas in the Bazaar varied from 40 to 42.

An important measure to be implemented immediately was the introduction of the
Company’s coins for circulation in the newly acquired Baramahal region as the new legal
tender money. The issue of coins was regarded as one of the insignia of sovereignty.

# Vice - President, Madras Coin Society.
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Alexander Read, the Collector found himself seeing a bewildering varieties of coins in
circulation in the area of his charge. There were about 50 different gold, silver and copper
coins in circulation. The sub joined list of denominations of some of these coins will give a
true picture of the chaotic currency situation found prevailing.

(1) Pooly or Star Pagodas, (2) Hydry Pagodas, (3) Feringypate Pagodas,
(4) Purana Ekary Pagodas, (5) Prally Akawerry Pagodas, (6) Currely Pagodas,
(7) Sunnagerry Pagodas (8) Dharwarry Pagodas, (9) Adawany Muhammad
Shawhy Pagodas, (10) Sawanarry Pagodas, (11) Hydry Mohir Pagodas,
(12) Siddiky Pagodas, (13) Almedy Pagodas, (14} Cantary Chuckrams,
(15) Gopaulty Chuckrams, (16) Very Chuckrams, (17) Naugary Chuckrams,
(18) Company Rupees, (19) Arcot Rupees (20) Pondicherry Rupees (21) Old
Pondicherry Rupees, (22) Emaumy Rupees, (23) Chilawany Rupees, (24) Double
Silver Fanams, (25) Single Silver Fanams, (26) Company Copper Pice...

The value of any particular denomination of coin as a medium of exchange dep ended
on what people would give for them, and this market value fluctuated from time to time
and varied from place to place. The Mints at Salem and Krishnagiri were in existence for a
number of years producing the coins for former rulers like the Rajas of Mysore, Hyder Ali.
Tipu Sultan and the like. The weight used in purchasing metals and in adopting their
proportions in coins were called “Wurry Purry”. The weight used in assaying bullion or
coins was the “Wujarry” or Manjaury Purry”, In 1793. Coopaya and Krishnadoos were the
managers at Krishnagiri mint and Narasinga Raw was the manager at Salem mint.

The company found transporting of Madras minted coins to the Baramahal was both
risky and impracticable due to the huge quantities involved. At the same time these two
towng has special establishments whose operations required a sizable quantity of cash.
Krishnagiri was a garrison town and soldiers’ pay have to be paid and were of large sums.
Salem was the seat of the Commercial Resident and huge sums have to be invested in
various commercial transactions - a basic objective of the East India Company. It is probably
these reasons made the Authorities at Madras to site mints at these towns. Collector
Aalexander Read used the existing Mints at Salem and Krishnagiri to strike the Company’s
pagodas. The exact ‘Date’ on which the production of coins commenced is not known to us
due to non-availability of records.

Specimen Pagoda coins minted at Baramahal were sent to Madras for approval. But
they were rejected by Assay Master B. Roebuck for not confirming to the prescribed standard
after conducting Assay of these coins. Acting on his Report Governor. Sir Charles Oakeley.,
on 6th April 1793, issued the following policy directive to the members of the Board of
Revenue. - It appears by the report that the new Pagodas are inferior to the Star pagoda
standard, and we would have you, therefore, send directions to Captain Read to discontinue
the coinage for the present - we think nevertheless, it will be advisable, to introduce the
currency of the Carnatic into the Ceded Districts, and as it would be very inconvenient to
bring the whole of the money now circulating there to Madras for recoinage, we are of
opinion that a proper mint should be established in the Baramahal, but, that for the sake
of preserving a perfect conformity between the Pagodas coined at Madras and those coined
in the Ceded Districts and of preventing the fraudulent attempts of shorfts and others, who
might have an interest in depreciating the value of the new coinage, it will be expedient to
place this mint under the control of the Assay Master here, with directions to establish the
same regulations that obtain in the Madras mint and to depute experienced and responsible
persons from hence, to conduct the coinage”.
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On June 29th, 1793 Robert Clerk, Secretary to Government Fort St. George issued
order to Assay Master Benjamin Roebuck as follows. “The Board being desirous to introduce
the currency of the Carnatic into the Ceded Districts, have resolved to establish a mint at
Krishnagiri and another at Salem for the coinage of Star pagodas. Famams. Arcot Rupees
and Doodies, the mints to be subject to your control and to managed by servants of your
election for whose fidelity you will be held responsible”.

The Madras Mint Regulations were applied to the two mints in its manufacturing
process and coins were produced to the prescribed weight and purity. In August 1792, B.
Roebock. Assay Master, at Krishnagiri repeated Assays both before the Salem and
Krishnagiri people with which they were satisfied. On 5th. May 1794. Robert Hughes.
Assay master from Krishnagiri gave Notification of the commencement of New coinage
and of converting the other coins into Company’s coins. On 9th, August 1794, Robert Clerk.
Secretary to Government. Fort St. George informed Alexander Read that it had been resolved
to introduce the Carnatic coins entirely and to abolish the numerous coins which were
found circulating in the ceded countries when they were taken possession of for the Company.
With this view the President in Council directed that all money not the currency of the
Carnatic which shall be received into his treasuries may be tendered to the Assay Master
for recoinage as fast as the work can be executed.

The Krishnagiri mint was closed in March 1796. We do not know when the Salem
mint was abolished. The two Baramahal mints produced coins of the weight and purity
identical with those struck at Madras mints and these Company’s coins gradually replaced
the erstwhile coins. The tale of the two Mints of the Baramahal and their coins is an
interesting chapter in the history of Tamil Nadu numismaties.

APPENDIX -

NO. 1

Letter - From - Sir Charles Oakeley, Governor of Madras
' To - David Haliburton. & Members of the Board of Revenue.
Dated - Fort St. George, 6th April 1793.

We transmit you enclosed copy of the Assay Master’s report on some Star Pagodas
coined by Captain Read in the Baramahal.

It appears by the report that the new pagodas are inferior to the Star Pagoda standard,
and we would have you, therefore, send directions to Captain Read to discontinue the
coinage for the present - we think nevertheless, it will be advisable, to introduce the currency
of the Carnatic into the Ceded Districts, and as it would be very inconvenient to bring the
whole of money now circulating there to Madras for recoinage, we are of opionion that a
proper mint should be established in the Baramahal, but, that for the sake of preserving a
perfect conformity between the Pagodas coined at Madras and those coined in the Ceded
Districts and of preventing the fraudulent attempts of shroffs and others, who might have
an interest in depreciating the value of the new coinage, it will be expedient to place the
Mint under the control of the Assay Master here, with directions, to establish the same
regulations that obtain in the Madras Mint and to depute experienced and responsible
persons from hence, to conduct the coinage.
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We desire that you will communicate the Assay Master’s report to Captain Read and
consult him, with regard to the proposition we have mentioned above that the plan may
take effect in that form or with any amendment, that may be suggested in consequence of
such reference. In the meantime, if any further quantity of Pagodas have been coined in
the Baramahal similar to those lately send hither, they must be kept, and recoined when
the new regulations are adopted.

NO. 2

Letter - From - Robert Clerk. Secretary to Government.
To - Mr. Benjamin Roebuck, Assay Master,
Dated - Fort St. George, the 29th June 1793,

The Board being desirous to introduce the currency of the Carnatic into the Ceded
Districts, have resolved to establish a mint at Krishnagiri and another at Salem for the
coinage of Star Pagodas, Fanam, Arcot Rupees and Doodies, the mints to be subject to your
control and to be managed by servants of your election for whose fidelity you will be held
responsible. It behoves you therefore to be particular in your choice of persons to conduct
the process and in the establishment of regulations to prevent fraudulent practices for the
debasement of the coins.

You will take early measures for effecting the orders of the Board and lay before them
a statement of establishment you think will be required for the mints in the Ceded Countries,
with the charges of coinage, which should be dixed at a moderate rate, that individuals
may not be discouraged from resorting to the Company’s mints.
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EPIGRAPHICAL DATA ON MONETARY SYSTEM
IN MADRAS REGION

{upto 13th Century AD)
Dr. P.D. Balaji *

The region comprising the area in and around Madras, the capital to Tamilnadu,
contains numerous inscriptions dated from Pallava period. Of these, 160 records are dated
upto 13th Century A.D., and bearing direct and indirect references to economy. A pragmatic
study, throws a flood of light on, then existed monetary system and thesame is narrated
hereunder.

In ancient times, barter system was the hub of all economic transactions. Prior to the
introduction of regular coinage system, gold in lump, paddy, land and cattle were used
mostly as medium of exchange in these transactions. Lithic records of the region under
study speak that paddy had been in usuage from 9th cent. AD!. In 808 AD at Parthasarathi
temple in Tiruvellikkeni, 45 kadi of paddy yielded, a daily interest of 5 nali of paddy. Instead
of paddy sometimes, cultivatable lands were donated. For example in 962 AD? at Padi.
1350 kulis of land was donated for burning a perpetual lamp in Tiruvalisvarar temple.
Similar grant of 4000 kulis was made for a perpetual lamp in the Masilamaniswarar temple
at Tirumullaivayil in 1018-19 AD* Likewise, the Adipurisvarar temple at Tiruvorriyur
was the beneficiary in a grant of 8593 3/4 kulis of land for 23 perpetual lamps in 1137 ADS.
Thus land was in usage as a medium in commercial exchange till 12th cent, AD.

Besides land and paddy, gold in lump was also utilised. Its cearliest reference is found
at Tiruvorriyur, wherein 15 Kalanju of gold was deposited in the Adhipurisvara temple for
one perpetual lamp in 875 ADE Twenty five years later in 899 AD" in the same timple, for
the same purpose, 30 kalanju of gold was deposited. This shows cent percent increase in
the quantity of gold required for instituting one lamp with in a short period of twenty five
vears. All these deposits fetched an interest of 3 manjadi per kalanju per annum (15%)
right from 875 AD®. Often royal donations were in the form of gold. The Adipurisvara
temple at Tiruvorriyur was largely benefitted by such endowments. In 902 AD® Madevi
adigal queen of Pallava Aparajitavarman had donated 30 kalanju for a perpetual lamp.
Similar donations were also made by Iravi Nili, the daughter of Chera Vijayagadeva.
Arindigai Perumanar son of Parataka I and Kodandaraman, the eldest son of Parantaka I,
respectively in the years 936 AD', 937" and 942 AD*2, All these endorse the place as an
important pilgrimage centre in the region. After 959 AD no record of the region gives detail
about gold as a medium in commercial transaction. Thereafter its place was taken away by
the sheeps and cows.

Sheeps made its first appearance in an epigraphs of 932 AD* at Tiruvorriyur
Adipuriswarar temple, where 90 sheeps were donated for one lamp. The study shows,
generally 90 sheeps were endowed for instituting a perpetual lamp. If it was a sandi lamp
(evening lamp) only 12 sheeps were donated as attested by records dated in 1108 AD" and
1124 AD'Y at Tirusulam. There is also an inscription of 12th or 13th century AD16 at
Tiruvellikeni which unfolds the donation of 26 sheeps for 2 kuttuvilakku. Sheeps had
continued to exist as medium of exchange even after 13th cent AD.

Besides sheeps, cows were also donoted for such purposes. A record of Kulotunga I
(1080 AD'Y) at Tiruvorriyur is the earliest dated epigraph of the region, registering donation
* Department of Ancient History and Archaeology, University of Madras.
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of cows for instituting lamps. The study of epigraphical data further divulges, that cows
"~ were donated on more number of occasions between 1146 AD and 1306 AD. In the later
halfl of the 12th cent. AD*., buffaloes were also donated. For instituting one perpetual
lamp and one sandi lamp normally 32 cows and 3 cows were respectively donated, as gleaned
from the records of Tiruvorriyur (1080 AD)*. Mylapore (1146 AD)%. Tirusulam (1167 AD)*
and Tirunirmalai (1180 AD)*. In case of buffalo, only 12 were donated for one perpetual
lamp as gleaned from the records of Tiruvorriyur dated in 1163 AD?, 1173 AD* and 1189
AD?*. Soon after the introduction of regular monetary system, the use of cattle gradually
decreased.

Kalanju, pon, kasu, madai and panam were the different types of coinage that were
in cireulation in this Madras region. Kalafiju minted out of gold was the earliest coinage
that was in usage all over Tamilnadu. The term Kalasju was used in the epigraphs fo
denote both a weight and a coin. In 1041 AD? at Tiruvorriyur 1 Kalasiju of Tulainirai pon
yielded an annual interest of 2 kalam of paddy. Here kalanju was used as a weight to
weigh the Tulainirai pon (i.e.) a gold coin of proper weight with some kind of marks of
impression?.

Kisu is referred in a record of Rajendra I (1022 AD)® at Velacheri, where in 23 kasus
were endowed fior maintaining a lamp. Four years earlier, i.e. in 1018 A.D.. 90 sheeps
were needed for one lamp29. Thus the value of 90 sheeps could be equal to 23 kasus in the
beginning of 11th cent. AD in this region. Another record dated in 1043 AD* at Tiruvorriyur
stales that 100 cows were bought for 150 kasus. Therefore the price of one cow worked out
to 1 “2 kasus. Yet another record at Kulattur dated to 1212 AD* registers the sale of 80
velis of land for 200 kasus. Again at Tiruvorriyur a lithical data assigned to 1046 AD?
divulges an annual interst of 2%4 kalam paddy on 1 kasu of deposit. In the same place in
1041* AD! rgjardjan kdsu, another type of kdsu, fetched 1 Kalam paddy per year. From
this it could be suggested that 2 %2 rgjargjian kdsu = 1 kdsu. Likewise, an annual yield of 2
kalam of Paddy on a deposit of 1 kaldnju of tulanainirai® pon would lead to surmise, the
value of rajarajan kasu vis-a-vis tulainirai pon at 1:1 %. Presence of palankasu and
anridunar pudu kdsu in the monetary system of the region is well endorsed by the
fragmentary inscriptions found at Tiruirmalai* and Tiruvellikkeni®, dated to 13th cent,
AD.

Madai, madhurantaka madai, gandagopala madai, gandagipala pudu maduai, bhuja
bale pudu madai and palampullimadai were another group of coins that were in active
circulation as gleaned from the epigraphs. At Mylapore® in the 13th cent. AD
(Kopperunjingadeva) 3 madais were donated for a sandi lamp. In the same century in the
reign of Telugu Chola Vijayagandagopala. 3 cows were endowed for a sandi lamp at
Nukkanpalayam™. From this, it could be suggested that the price of 1 cow could be 1 madai
in that period.

Madhurantakadeva madai was a kind of madai. One such madai in 1041 AD fetched
per annum 2 kalam paddy as interest at Tiruvorriyur®. From the facts that 1 kalanju of
tulainirai pon and 1 rajerajan kasu yielding per annum respectively 2 kalam and 1 kalam
and 1 kalam of paddy, one could infer that one madhurantaka devan madat was equal to 1
kalanju of tulainirai pon and Y2 madhurantakadevan madai = 1 rajarajan kasu. Thus a
comparative face value of kasu, rajarajan kasu and madhurantaka devan madai stood as :

1 Y madhurantakadevan madai = 1 kasu
1 Y4 madhurantakadevan madai = 2 Y4 rajarajan kasu

Gandagopaela madai and gandagopala pudu madai were the the two more types of
madai. In 1181 AD* for a lamp one gandagopala madai was endowed at Tirunirmalai.
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Three years later in 1184 AD* in the same temple 1 gandagopala pudu madai was donated
for the same purpose. Thus the face value of both the madais stood equal (i.e.) I
gandagopalamadui = 1 gandagopala pudu madai. Another kind of madai in vogue in this
region was bhujapala pudu madai. Twenty four such madais were endowed for 2 perpetual
lamps at the rate of 12 per lamp at Tirumullaivayil*? and Koyambedu* in the reign of
Kulottunga III in 1199 AD. A comparative analysis of the facts pertaining to bhujapala
pudu madai vis-a-vis gandagopala madai and gandagopala pudu madai unfolds that the
first one stood 1/12th of 1 gandagopala madai vis-a-vis i gandagopala pudu madai.

Tirumullaivayil epigraph (1231 AD)* recording the sale of 15 velis of land for 60
palampullimadai, brought to light the existence of another kind of madai in the monetary
system of the Madras region. A reference about pudumadai was also found in an inscription*
at Mylapore. However, the relative value of these madais could not be ascertained due to
paucity of lithical data on this score.

Circulation of panam, another group of coinage in this region is endorsed by an epigraph
dated to 1261 AD* at Velacheri, according to which 9 panams were donated for a sandi
lamp. It is to be pointed out here, that for the same purpose in the 13 the cent. AD".. 3
madais were endowed at Mylapore. Hence, it could be inferred that 1 madai was equal to
3 panam in around 13th cent. AD in this region.
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gitsg EremrugSlsr sremLemut) GuTsTGr 315, 370 WlsuedldlT st EYHUUSTEND @GMILNG IS meaTiT.
[29 |, Guospnb @enrsst amhig Geusafll Lsmrid, shidlebsr Geusitamll LevTLh 6relT i LISTIT HMETUTWIGIGEHET
suemEUILIEG G1heoT mearii.

068sTE Nkl Hsamar Crré@maifn il upf e Crré&EEh, o Caurshd ubf
uw CrréEMsEnn HolsHstrmer. opubmst Bea GO G55685 Qs uswrd [30]
stsat ) Ssn_Sel GuyIb CEr&SELIGLWD. L lunm & mimsuils &9, 1583 b gy EmmLg Gaihe
Qermsiu’ () wral't, HFETUTEED S0l s e L, usw el [31] asrm Gemit
@Uib QumdsiTpsr. oyarmsd ST sTevL. sTsoTsrGlsueT Y Byl Bwisvefssns. stesuTmTuiiggd
SUTT GG eTemLemIL el Lisoor 76Dl Gmmbets sterugl Wi GG gifliu wedng. Spullgib uswr
arepL etsoTUg 4 @) wevafl oysbsugt 1,8 surmasir stemLiwerst Gumsweflenm eTetyy  oysrmd)
g midieTmg. [32], sl Lrgrriigafiss s ereirugl GUmsTgILeT QEILTumLWSTSG
UEHSISITMEL su g Mam(H wreul L, Slemsusorsmrmwsneoniles aflgpluustre 2 sl gy Fufle
L., 138690 gyeoanL & Gonhe sobnr e aift ubfiu Ceid @1 b QubmsTerg. @l Glumsr
auflég (paerst Qupn usmrd setn Golly G Quydsttpgl. [33.] Cugnd wrbn elfghiser
(Conversion) easg srammediamn 1 vew. 1,9 swes Qursr, [34] 1,8 &ygss Gume
[35], 1710 [36] syesea Gursr arCp aumdlarpgl. @l SHe Qeaustemari ustorh GM& s
Speug ufnrdlng. QsesTL i Gsustmer sretumg Hlpure CamaorLms Geausrafll Usmmnd
rreorm Gurmer  Gemerareomn.  oyufismih wHGDTH SR RS  AHOIIDTSE Qeueitemar 800
Qursttanre Qeasd) Qaran®h aukssrs Gafldng [37] rarta, gyemmdl g peg Curd @
gimiemw ereorm Gumrmafld salULLDD UMTLFS &L @(HSSOTD. e orea @& Glorsreflsr
Gl Bmsomss @iléss i uwusuGSEumesurn. Gstsn Gastsfl Bnsdd Hnis
mremrwkisst mremrw Gesfllumsriseaflsr Cosflluia @i Cuydlarmsr. @amenn seuiesst w5
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sisn (Base Gold) ssirgy @l Gderment. @eplillgn Qeusitemer eTetrueng Qeustafls Uetorid
srerrCGm Nhenagw Gleusdnd egetn e midlsrmg. [38.] ,

sremGe @emeutt uinl Guosynd Gigeafleym, 2 siorsmouilsd Elem_&@in wremmuisst LDH CrflanLiure
ol opudunrdpg. Gunmauils) afrTmy useh esTa SEIUNQUDHD HTEBTILRISGST HTSwTiL
GeaflUureni&sT, SuuimariGarTer S QL mips FSTITOET LOHMD S FRSTTTO6HT
@euisefi_iimha Crfleniums umemanfiLl Gubnks Glmer 5 Sbag! 6 Smefiu sTenL Semasaflsy
(grains) (.3 and so on gms) feLss0 Quueug AsMu aubsg. @bl efgrmu srerm srupsgI
Quriityssr sgin @i th Gumeafsuamen. aupsE aramt @\ Gkunflsn gmupsst Gubm summmg.
Enmramrutiseflo @D CUDNIHEGD @ HdrerHms HroooTwalluTeTTHeT [FALLD  6T6T M)
2 ATSEITMETT. QE ST Rima st OGSl umTsmss Giissl LwusuhSENEEESLD
derendemall Gursitm srdlain Giaalzn @ouiird LmorD aarn o muiTeEs G muurisGsarr
serm SiHsas Corsrmfarngl. 9055 Fensuulls &0, 17, 18 gih gromrereals arrasr
‘UGsTLT @hETsmutisst GO ssssma. 1/4 anrest sty wetund sullfiend sy
@auriC L uGasrir (Quarter pagoda) etsirgy gy tiflausHgud swsl Qupn GQsusitall mmswrund
germ Slm. sRGTTTWET oursargl Gesflutle o drarg. @& 1 IT&HET aTUg SRISLOTS
o sirorgl. Gleusirafl prsmmugHstr stemL. 10.59 ST, @ans LsTHENEG LIHMY CUHMESWLD
i iy S .

@65 Gumstrmy (psrumd WHe Smedsmorin eTev g OFHarmidiond, NeaTUmd suTTEET 61T M)
Erafufgmn swal QuOm WSSIFITH IROTIL  HTSE (HMLILGT S &ME6556 Qeliy HTSILLD
RTm EB. TEGle YOS Femrrndr seutsarg Grsfilfh o darg. [39] Gugh 18 gyib
sronresGisaflss 1 uswTh, 2 ueerd, 5 uswnd ereorm iy et (value) smp EresTwRISST
WG, 990, 180, 4.45 Srmbsst oL o eLwamars gyl Quudsttpsr. [40]

(Plp a0y

Cups i &HS5S6H6T MATSGID QaranE Crré@meuin (Hup. gomd FrHorew®)
yhosl arasHh S sen sriegr verr (Karsha pana) ep Gerr 17, 18 gripran@aeafe
uGsTLTelDE wrpnl Qubm usrsgELGorr @lnLds arol uaTsms CsTLTYUGHSSegI
BUrEsTESD. B sarns snbal GiEsafle usmrd Qurstay Car Ggm fyuBssiuGdsng).
Gugh vssord updl TepGRD Demess o SifuntsEmin YESES LGS QuiTstr mrswrLGEstt 10 @60
QU5 UGS 66T D Ustord eTetTuG s SRS HTEmTLD eTaTMID 2 snTSHElSTETT. Elay w HiGw
Qaretm® ‘Lot GureTafsy WU GEL Ceusful L'l @@ HIENLID D (Pipay SIDTETSTELD.
&0l BSasfled GLOGUNTs whn o Caranssilagn [Qasrafl, Gesoy] Gemsu Qaeflufi i
QU mIsTaTeT sTEITLENS Syl (e MGl Lstrd’ seiT Ty QFUL), ‘euTTEsT sTeTmmed QUITST eTs0T Y
Quuir sumsast (denomination) Qare(y 2 Consmismaflgid ausnTLQIGS Sm BT S STETLMS
‘rrssT sterg UsLGuDy Gely EremwkisEnn UsTD Ty S GUbHD HTERTWEISET
ety ) 2 Georarusaflan (G, Geusraf], Glursr) SlsmLlugGn &msiTom @0, GLID BIES TS
siblpssEen syxehs CuTstTy sTanLwilmer @dlssan uwsTuGGS. GunmeTaTg Gumd Gamei T Mg
aerGoy (ppours 8 sraflu senL * sygraug .5 Slrmd susmruiins Sl Ssl UL K TIRIEHT
TG susmaWTeT 2 GuTHSHn BIEHESTQID Uy ey 2 MEIWTSHS S meard. Elamenm el
STEBL. (HMMEUTSHS SlenLLiLarsumsnm SlenLs@h stem semailensnrd Clarsior( 1/2 usend 1/4
LRI ST aumSLIUBSHD nm Esnd sTerums Edsl.(benr susiiymis siSmg.

* 1 grain. 0648 gram
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10.

1.

12.

13.

.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

snenClpsneilonsas @ bloysen

Gloassary of judicial and Revenue Terms and of useful words occurring in official
Documents. Munshiram Manoharlar Oriental Publisher, Book seller, Delhi, 1855.
f. 393.

Tamil Lexicon vol.iv. ; University of Madras, 1982, p.2456.
LEISGaHTL6nL Lgrrm'_l_e'ﬁ SOl BT ; seblau () erew.285
QaerefihHius sabalH Qargd 8, subald semr.251

Qg srsafihFius S0 6 GsTGH 1, H00an G .55, Cgsralikdlus sablar @ CsmEd
4. @i@aun. G eremr.351

Ggarallhdiuse smban hid Corgd), 8, subleu b ssr.349
Gusy @NOEI L mmeir

Ogsefllbdis saban G5 GsT@d 8, mublou( 258
UGIGGETLmL Wwral i & &bl Giasr @ skl sTeer.589
UEISCaHTL L meul L& Saban (Hissr : &6aGla b sTevnr.448
LUgISCamenl wreul LS Ssblal (et @ seablou () eaer.439
L&ISG&ETU oL Lmeull_ & SaoGal G\HsT : sHabla{H sreor.445
LGIGGCHTLenl. WTeUlL & SGsu (HlEsT : skl 6 616tor.462
LEISCHTL L wmeul L& SsGlsu (hlaer © seullsul () 6Tstar.452
UgISGGHTLsnL reu L& seblsul (higsT &.sb@mﬁ@ 6Ts007.644
Ggsmafihdiug sobla s Gsrgd 23, sableu’ (H ersor. 644
QaarafliHus oo G oy er Hsmes 1928. B.223

Gue @MOEiL w6 |

D.C. Sircar, Studies in Indian Coins ; Motilal Banarsidas Bangalore Road,
Jawahar Nagar, Delhi ; 1968, p.p.1 - 36

GasirafifHlus sabaw Hiser Cergd 8, Hableau (B sretor.169.
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

H. Sarkar ; ~“The weight standards of silver punchmarked coins’’, INSI. Vol. XXXII
part I Numismatic Society of India. P.O. Hindu University, Varanasi ; 1970 ;
pp. 1-13

Sirwalter Elliat ; Coins of Southern India ; Varanasi 1970, pp. 145-146
[1.W. Cadrington, Ceylon Coins And Currency ; 1975, pp 1-5

Chattopadhyaya ; Coins and Currency Systems in South India A.D. 225-1300 ;
1977 pp. 258 - 159

N. Ramesan, A Catalogue of the Vijayanagar Coins of the Andhra Pradesh Govt.
Museum. The Government of Andhra Pradesh ; Hydrabad, 1979, p.o0.

Vijavakanta Mishra ; *"Panam A mode of Currency in the Medieval Deccan’’ ; JNSI
Vol. XLII, Part I, l1, 1988, pp. 106 - 109.

P.V. Radhakrishnan, Dilip, P. Balsekar, ‘‘Panam The lowest denomination of South
[ndian Gold Coins’’, IIRNS Newsline Issue. 9, 1996, pp3 - 6.

K Ganesh, Girijapathy, The Coins of the Hoysalas, 1998, pp. 10 - 12.

oot @rGehdliredr Hlaeray wed. sllp BrH owes CemaGur msT Syuleg  glenpl
usmflwrermssm, Gasremer 1.23

Qasrafliflius SHtal{H QsT@HH.8 ; Gablaul (b 258
Clgereflhdiusg subnn b QBTEGH.7 ; sabsul(H ersmr.490
Tamil Lexicon p ; 2957

Caarafibdiusg s000 H Qar@GH.8 ; saba ( sTer.72
Caarafihdus saban B Cesr@h.s ; satlai (h saur.885
Castrafibdling &Gl h LaTEd. 5 ; &ubleu’ (h ser.503
QastrerliihFhusg sableu B Cer@gd 4 ; sablan () sremr.503
GClasrefibdins shblau’ B Lorgd 26 ; sabla { srevor.210
uewer e grg u.341, Tamil Lexicon P.3798

Information kindly get from Mr. Alakudi Arumuga Sheetharaman
(Numismatist) and also the coin has examined directly.

Information kindly get from Mr. Sankararaman (Numismatist)
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I Gir oFiGGor ]

Craad(H

Slozen oy Slunsi (i sreol

Gluwr euen s

lU'l

LAISCEHTL_ e Loreu_ L&
seulleul_(p sTetor.589

GOTEHGTT, OEGIT

LBISGSTI_EmL BmaU L &
esulolrn’ () sTemaT.448
(@THETT, 106360 S(Sly

USIEGEHTL L. TaILL &
FHsllsul_(h s1euor.439
éhimLonnd, lgpoun

UGIGGaTLenL aman’ L g
seullan (b eTetor.445

&lmLoLNLLD,

T HEHTLOEmE.

UgIHCememL wrsu L&
aeuleu’_ (5 sTamer. 462
&l(mLolig,

GImLIsUT F6)

LEISGasI L sl LS
SHeuGlaul (b Tstor.452
hlimLoind,

elTm & Losmev.

USISHGHTL L LFaul L&
Gigatraeflhdin &aGlas (b
Sl s

GlaT@md 23

&e0leu_(F 616001563

Glastreaflh i &eGleu ()
2, 600TL_(| 618,

222, A Garunoysan,
Glimeary e & efl,

S, EMETTLOSTIED.

Glg e saflmdli Seublal (b
SLemrL_lseng 225 (3

dlmususn & &t Sdlanar
& ITLIT 6T0T g LI 1300

4]

urT &y umstoTiglssr 1322

e eSTumetoTIpwstT 1340
[45]

@GFHT UTsnTiplussT 1346

[31]

syLreisTigienr |40} 1373
Fusn@gaur 1400
FuaGgeaur 1400

ansrursmgwsst [14]1400

@aTe_OFTLNTET 1400

st euprudhu ysimerfls
@olena 6UTTE6T UsmTLd

Goflemail Lo

euremred eufl Slmkam e
@6flemas ListaTLh

ST mT(H SUTTSH6ET LISETLD

Trdll LT

fmmirredl vswrid, Geflemast
LIGBBTLD

SsTard auphigh GlmerCiosf)

(FLO&ST Li6BoTLD

Tl UmsmETWLD LetoTLD

rrdllumenemiud Lsmsfll) LissoTLh
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Synopsis of the papers presented in Tamil at the Seminar on Tamilnadu
coins held at the Government Museum, Chennai on 16-12-1999 (English

version for the benefit of non-Tamil knowing scholars).

Paper No.1

THE RISE OF KINGDOM IN NORTH SRI LANKA AND THE PANDYA COINS

Paper presented by P, Pushparatnam

Find spot
Metal
Obverse
Reverse
Shape

Coin 2

Find spot
Metul
Obverse
Reverse
Shape

Coin 3
Find spot
Metal
Obverse
Reverse
Shape
Coin 4
Metal

Obverse
Reverse

North Ceylon
Copper
King
‘rescent sealed bull below these, in Tamil legend “‘Sethu’.
Round

North Ceylon
Copper
Horse

Three fish and crescent man
Round

North Ceylon (Buddha Nagari, Monthoppu, Karanodai and
Uduthurai

Copper

Seated Bull

In Devanagari legend “Sri Ragusekara’

Round

Copper
Bull, crescent and two lamps
Two fish, crescent man and fish
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The coins with triple fish as motif was taken for the study. The author says that the
Tamil province of North Sri Lanka was under the influence of the Pandyas between 13®
AD to 17" AD. There were two rulers in Sri Lanka in 13* Century AD one of whom ruled
North Ceylon. He was under the influence of the Pandyas of Madurai. In Tamil Nadu
during that period the Pandyas issued coins with the two fish motif in their extended
areas. Therefore the author concludes that three fish motifs showed the suzerainty of the
Pandyas over North Ceylon, which is a peripheral area for them.

Paper No. 2

COINS OF THANJAVUR RAGUNATHA NAYAK

Paper presented by Thiru Seetharaman

Tamil Coins

Find spot Papanasam

Weight 2.8 grams

Legend In Tamil, Four lines read ‘Vijayaragunathan’
Obverse Lakshmi seated on a peeta

Coin2&3

Find spot Ariyalur and Thanjavur

Weight 2.7 gms.

Obverse Lakshmi seated

Reverse Tamil Vijayaragunatha’

Coin 4 :

Find spot Kumbakonam

Weight 2.8 gms

Obverse Cow showers milk on the Linga (Siva linga)
Reverse ‘Rayaragunatha’

Telugu coins :

Coin 1 & 2
Find spot Thanjavur
Weight 3.5 gms and 3 gms.
Obverse (1) Seated Umasahitha
(2) Elephant in right
Reverse In two lines Telugu legend ‘Ragunatha’
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Coin 3

Find spot . Kumbakonam

Weight : 2.7 gms

Obverse ¢ Seated bull sun and moon above the bull
Reverse :  In three lines. Telugu legend ‘Sri Ragunatha’
Coin 4

Findspot : Thanjavur

Weight ;2 gms.

Obverse :  Gandabherunda

Reverse :  Two line Telugu ‘Sri Ragunatha’

Coin in Nagari

Find spot : Kumbakonam

Weight . 3.2 gms

Obverse :  Siva with Parvati

Reverse :  Intwo lines Nagari legend ‘Ragunatha’

The author says that Regunatha raya issued coins in Telugu. Tamil and Nagari and
some with Gandabherunda (double-necked bird) motif. This motif is used by the Vijayanagar
rulers.

Paper No.3

COPPER COIN OF RANI MANGAMMA WITH THE STORY OF PRAKALADH

Paper presented by Thiru Sankaran Raman

Find spot :  Madurai

Weight : 2.5 gms

Obverse :  Narasimha in action
Reverse : In Telugu ‘Sri Mangamma’
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Paper No. 4
A GOLD COINS OF RAJA RAJA CHOLA WITH THE SURNAME ‘UYYAKONDAN’

Paper presented by Thiru Sankaran Raman

Find spot :  Madurai

Weight © 700 mgm

Obverse :  Standing man

Reverse :  In two lines, in Devanagari ‘Uyyakondan’

The author says for the first time that a gold coin issued by Raja Raja Chola with the
surname ‘Uyyakondan’ has been discovered.

Paper No.5
SILVER COIN OF NARASIMHA I1

Paper presented by Thiru Sankaran Raman

Find spot . Thanjavur

Weight ;1.4 gms.

Obverse : A bull, above that in Pallava Grantha legend read ‘Srinidhi’
Reverse ;. Wheel

The author is of the opinion that the legend found in all the coins with the inscription
‘Srinidhi’ belongs to the Pallavas. Therefore, he attributes the coin to the early Pallavas.

Paper No.6
TWO RARE COINS OF PALLAVAS

Paper presenied by Tmt. Santhi

Coin 1

Find spot ¢ In the collection of Government Museum, Chennai
Weight : o 2.94 gms.

Obverse ¢ Lionin right

Reverse . Bodhi tree

Metal : Copper

Shape : Square
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Comn 2

Find spot . In the collection of Government Museum, Chennai.
Weight . 9.02 gms

Obverse : Tree

Reverse : Auspicious pot (Purna Kumbham)

Metal . Copper

Shape : Round

The author ascribes these coins to the Pallavas. The author points out the usage of
Lion flags by the Pallava rulers of Kanchi. She adds that some of the Pallava kings have
their names related to the lion e.g. Simhavarma, Narasimha and Rajasimha. There are
literary references to the effect that saome of the Pallava kings had embraced Buddhism.
Therefore, the Bodhi tree is shown on the coin.

Paper No.7
PANAM THROUGH THE AGES
*aper presented by Selvi M. Bavani

The term “Panam” is now used to denote money. This article aims to describe out the
role of “Panam” through the ages with the special reference to medieval Tamil inscriptions
under this category. The different meanings connoted by the term "Panam’ through the
ages in inscriptions are described. The metalliec composition and weights of the “Panam’
coins in the different periods have been narrated. Primary sources like coins pertaining to
this period, and other secondary sources like books and journals have been used.
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