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ALAMGt!JDIl 'lAE.n 
PUE>11JKK.OTrA:I;, 

Pudukkottai, formerly the State capital of Tondaiman rulers, is about 235 miles from 
Madras on the main line;'Of Southern' ~lway to Rameswaram. l'he; towD, is' situaw1 in 
tlao valleyoft~e Vellar7"" the historic river that formerly separated: the NOl1adU and ,the 
Kanad1,l, the Cholas and the Pandyas, and the TaI\ioreans and the Setupatis; of Ramnad. 

The former Pudukkottai State was bound by TiruchiraPpalli, Truyore ~d Ranianatha­
puram districts. It.expanded by conquests at,different ti~es, allCl its boundaries.h~ve. been 
determined byth~history ofthe state. rhe state'compnsed an arell.of 1178 sq. mIles, and 
was divided into 3taluks, namely, the Alangudi talui:, the Kulattur talnk,and' the Tiro­
m.a.yam taluk. 

The rivers that flow in the:Pudukkottai area are' only jungle' streams, remain dry for a 
gre~t~r portioD' of the year. The ~i!ers th~t worth mentio~~ are the Vellar, the K~ 
and the Pambaru. The Vellar origmates m the VelamalaIlD'theMarungapuri tract to the 
west' of Pudukkottai and falls into the Bay of Bengal to the north of Manamelkudi in the 
T~jore district, after a course of about 8'5: miles; :rhe Kundaru t~s its. rise in the Kavi­
nadu tank and after a course of about 5 miles falls mto the Vellar rIver near KadayakJrutii .. 
The Pambaru is the outflow ofPerundurai tank in the Melur tract of the Tirumayam taluk. 
It joins the Vellar, river .n.~a~ Ar~ntaIlgi. and'separat-es fcom it and flows again as an inde­
pendent civer~ and diVId10g Itself 1010 five branches near Sundanap;;Indiy&lrol11E.l" 
in.the Tanjore district, falls into the Bay of Bengal. '. 

NumerolJs hills an,d lofty rc;>cb. are to ~e found around ~d~kkottai. The impo~ 
among them are the~lranmalaI.,hIlls (1,800)! the Nartta;malaihills, the Sevalur hills andt 
the near Annavasal hIlls. GranIte and Latente (near ArJmalam) are ab1J.DdaotJy available 
for builaing purposes.' Granite offine quality for s~one carvingj~ also quameq in.~:ID~~ • 
places. '/ ' 

. Though PudUKiKottai area is poor in precious metab, it produces-a few usefulinicetals 
1iJCte lime, Bricl<1 clay, ji)otter's.clay" Bangle ,earth, Dhobie's earth, etc. Inferkr vcu:ieties of, 
~~tic Iron Ores at Malampattl and Mica at Annavasal, are also recorded. ' 

The soil of the area is I for the greater part 'Red -:l~'errugjnous '. According to local' 
usage, the soil of this area is divided into:·six classes. (1) Padugai, (2) KariSa/, (3) Sevval, 
(4) Manal, (5) Saralai.and (6) Kal{l¥. 

, " 

Puduklcottai area was originally sutFCllunded by thick forebts. The southern portion 
efthe State was called Kanadu (or the forest .tract): The names of the Gods such as Ata­
visvarar: or 'the lord of the forest.' at K~YaIppattI, 'TaJavanesvarar' or 'the lord of the 
palm forest 'at V8;ittur, ~d Venuvanesvari or '~he goddess of the bamboo.. reed forest' 
at TirumaY!llll testify to thIS fact~ ,111 course o.f tll~l.e the forests were cle~~ and, village~ 
were estabbshed, 'a fact also established by ~he name o~ Vlllag«nuch as Mangadu (mango '. 
forest), VadaKadu (the llorthern forest), KiI8.l1kadu (wIld apple forest), ~ottaikkadl1 (the 
fort forest) and Alan~adu C1?anyan forest). The traces ,of forests are stIll found' 1>y the 

, numero1lS fore~t.s aVaIlable In and ar~~d PuduJdco~taI {qr ,'Game, S400ting~, ,amo.ng 
Wliich the r()Ho~ng names may ~e mentIoned: (1) Senkaral forest, (about) 7 square miles), 
(2) Narttamalat forest, and (3) Tlruvarankulamf<irest. In these forests very valuable and 
useful trees are availa.ple., The names of some of the forest trees are as follows:" 

On the level and low.lying portions there is a thick growth of Memecylon' (8ifT8!fT) 

whichds;)Ja"dly ~rn:trable, and overhead are st~ .<rf Mimus~ps{u,,:~?, Pter0S]Je1'1nU1lf 
('UH-IfJ'fi1/), .A.1b,ZZla amara (Lil&u), Dalbergla pamcu1q.ta (ua=il&uwD'w), With a lower 
m:owth ofAi4lalUiA (<SITL.QLSlL88:QJHF), and lxora parvif/ora (8i:(fit6#)at higher lovell 
ttu¥e areWrigh1i/l tG)811I;II..lu',&v)~ stunted· Safi_ood(QJQg;wff,w), and.Nim.«(JQJU)41 ,~ 
~ e,.ia (J6lI.".b0't.b)~ ~unos~ .. rubi~ (~_Qr(JQJQ)Jliut.b)" ?iwlrus am-I-.>: . 
~ (''''IT), etc. ,.' . . . ,,~ 
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';, inthe open tt:acts the undera,.~bteonsjs~J.-r'eIJ of prl:tly pear~ the Standards 
~c.acie Ia!ronum .(a.A)~aQ/tUlT),an6 Albinia .'omara ( ... ~IioI.Dl!tb). 'Besides. us,eful tr-. 
it IS rIch, In medical plants, herbs anG ft)OtS.:, Tbe Narttama1a1 hills areespecla1ly noted 
for such plants and roots. " -, . 

, " \. . 

. . " 'About the Fauna of the area~ther~ lsnothmg re:marbbt6 to menti_. In the 'Be8e~e 
_ I'breBts'are fol81dwild pigs, spotteci deer~ hares, porcupines and 'Wohrel!.Foxes,jaCials 
/ wjld oatj,_ ,civetca!s atkl ~oait~r Jizards are fouJ;1d in the.T0i\'D forests. ,A~cng tbt l~ 
bird~ may:be men~lOned sll1pes, Jungle-fowls, ,quads, partrIdges and fevuallm:dsof pitt: CDS. 

:' ~ h!story of PuduJctoWtii$atl epitome cf the history of South India.'1here are 
ffllUld a.r()undPudukkott~li ~yvestiges, of the oldest habitations of man; .soble of the 
plde$tlithicrecordsmoWbin the South, aItd towns and villages renowned in theolclest 
~ok,s()ft~e Tamil language. The Pandyas, Ch~las~Pallavas, Hoy~a~,Vijayanagar 
IJl4 .~~ Nayaks .ruled .ove~ the State, fostered Its communalor~nJsatlOns, trade ,and 
iD4~tr~3ndeJD.henlShed It wltlitemples and monuments of outstaJ¢<bl.l' tnerit. When the 

>$ov,th(elt theimpact.otthe Muslb;n. onslaught, this area was not spare4: '.\VJlml 
·MkJttll~atMa~urai t~ttere9' the Poligars plundc~ed and ravaged the cquntry for ~ 
~~]" .~tury untIl the Tond~mans of Am,bukkovIl subdued them andcatvedo\lt the 

· t~'8~~ of PudUUottai.· ' ' 

~e'are tWO.a.CCOUllt~i10W prevailitJg abollfthe origbrof the Tondaiman rulelsof 
Pu4ukk0ttai •. 1'heToodaimans of the ruling line are said. to have come like the l'aJhtve,. 
ra)'ars,fiom Tondaimandalam, comprising the-present Ching1eput REd NOltbArcot districts. 

· ~.TondaimansbelongtoKat1ar tribe .thatUvedon t l1e hills, rear TiIupatiand skilful 
. , G!Ilfcben of elephants. We may suppose tllat some of these 'Were engaged by thePaJ1ava 
~sofCpnjeevaram as mahQuts. or l~aders of th~ FamceeJel'hants,and tha.t one of tJiem . 
-~hi'~Ie followed a 'PaJIavarayar, from. ConJeevar.am and had hands at Atn.bUtto,U 
aII4~meOther villages assigned to him. . 

( 

. Thac'Jolldaintans are said to have for a tinie halted at Anbilnadu, a village to the - east 
ofTirudlUrappalli. South of T~jore and', north ofRamanathapuratn~ befote they settled · down a.t AmbukkoviJ, :A]ongWitb.the Tondann~fl.s; nine other tri'les settled in AnbiJnadtt. 
~distinpishin~title~ of the ten tri~sarel:~~ective1y tbe following:- , 

.. - 1.' Manikkitan. 2: Panrik<Jnttan. 
.3.Pirppatitikondran. 4. Kaduvetti. 

$. Menattaftiyan. .. 6. pallaviitaYau. . 
1.~TdRdaiman.· ' 8. ~Mgiyan. 

·9.kaJiyi~. 10. Porpanrikondran. 

~~cttblJat AJlbihladu, tWo mote fresh tr:ibes ofKttllatsjoined With: th€m. 11teY'8l'e: __ . ' 

l.:l\daiyaval~ian. and' 2. K.alinguan.' 

1bewh.ole bQdy tJttmmovGdin dift'eterttdir¢«iollS and are said· to have 
~~ (or 'Kuppams), thtfnaines of Wbieltare:-

1. Pllit-mluthi. ~- 2. Vadakkalut'. 3' . KalllltGrtai. 
4. ~"Wcndj;. 5. Ncive1i. 6.1 'Na~patd. 
"1. ~*ti.8.ttf!.Jlduvakkottai. ,9. MMtalllveUala Vitivtlii: 

,~ " J 
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King ofHeavonduting histoul0n the earth. met _ maiden, and married her. The woman 
gave birth t-o many sonsfOlle.·orwhombecame a mleT; From him was descended the 
famous following line:-"" . 

1. Tiruma. 2. Namana. 
S. Namana. '6. Tiruma·. 
9. Namana. 10. pa~i. 

13.Tlrunta. 14. Pacehai. 

3. Pacehai. . 4. Dandaka. 
7. Namana. 8. Paccbai. 
H. KillkinL 12. Dandaka. 
15. Raya Ton:daiman .. 

. . While Sriranga Rayalu, King of Vijayanagar and the suzerain of Gingee, Tanjore and 
Madura! was touring or halting on his pilgrimage to Ra:me'SWaraIIl., one of his elephants got 
out of control and caused great havoc. Avadai kaghunatha Tondaiman, son of i'accb:ai 
Tondaimau. of Karambakkudi, captuted the elephant Wlthgreat Skill, and conducted it to 
Sriranga Rayalu. The "King was much impressed by this courageous acfaJ1d conferred 
on Avadai Raghunatha Tondaiman the title of , Ray a' and also granted to him some lands 
and many insignias of distinction such as an elephant with howdah, a lion faced palanquin, 
the right to use torches inthe day·time and a couple of bards to go in front of his palanq.uin 
singing his. praises. -

. It is believed that there must have been sonteconnectioll between Avadai RaghnnatM. 
Tondaitnan and the Vijayanagar line ofru.ler~, as in all the Copper·plates issued by the­
Tondaimans, Avadai Tondaiman is neV'er mentioned by this name, but is always caRed 
• Raya TOildaimaD ' who got the title of' Raya' from (Sriranga) Rayar. The first Tondai­
man ruler of Pudukkottai inherited the title and caned himself Raghunatha Raya Tondai-

. man (1686.;..1730 A.D.). andsome of his successors also adopted the title. 

Raya Tondaiman had four SOn& of the names of Raghunatha, Namana, Pacchai and 
Peruma,and a daughter alsoofthe name of Kathali. . . 

Ragltunatha Tondaiman and his brothers were bravemen. skilled in hunting. Raghu. 
:n.atha Tondaiman succeeded his father Raya Tondaiman as the mlet of the estates near 
Pilavidutlti undtr the title of Raghunatha Rizya Tondaiman. He is said to have been born 
in 1641 and become ruler itt 1661. . ~ :. 

Vijayaraghava Nayak, King of Tanjore, hearing of the personal strength and eouraaeof 
. R.aghunatha Raya To.ndaitnan is said to. have ihvited him to. his court and utilised him to 
check the Ja wIess KaDars Who infested the road to Rameswaram and attacked the pilsriJn&. 
He rose bigher and higher in service and continued to hold his place with credit tm a bO\lt 
the close. of Nayak rule in Tanjore about 1674. The Raja in appteciation of his services, 
presented to the To.ndaln1an a necklace with a pendant containing a diamond of the 
.Itdmamadamvarietyand a large State SWo.td named' Periya Rama lJanam'. 

Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman helped in 1682 to Ranga Krishna Muttuvirappa Nayak 
to sa.ve the Tiruchirappalli Fort from falling in the hands. of his enemies,. an.d this victory 
brought the fame and positioo to him', and ~ was appointed as the Arasu·Kavalkac of 
Tituebirappalli. 

We shaUsee no.w how ltaghunatha ·Raya Tondaiman became the ruler ofPuduaottal~ 
(So . far he was only .~ ruler to the estates of bis father). 

. The Setupathi of ltamaad, Vija)'a Ragkunatha K.iJav8n Setupati (1673-1710 A.D.) 
~g of the prowess -?f the Tondaima~ in.vited Raghuna~ Ita~a T0ndein!an and •• 
brother .:MMnalIa ToadaJman to Ramnad· aDd. enP,8ed them • nillitary- .J'VJoe. TJt_ 
two. are said to· have been useful in subduing aaumber of Tevan8.(miaol' dtieftaias)wbo 
kd., beengiV'iAg·tbe :Setupati a· goodd.eal of trOl1ble, aDd tbus, 8eCUr" tu· est .. of." 
~ .R .... tha; Kaya lo~jma,! ,is ~i<l. havesigDaJised ~lf bJ Ptd--. 

. . 
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-twa=""" _eared ~lftOl the Setupatt. 080 oftftem .. tile ~ of •. 
ttate;e . . "of tJIe:Iratdort'fKingdoui,.wtthwhose biw*eSetupati~wasengasediQl bosti,;. 
Hues. And the oUter exploit is said to have been the subjugation oftbe PaIaYallwolBttm,... . 
pUraU1. 

At thistimetheSetupati rellin loVe with I{athali,sisterpftbe TondaimaB&, and married 
Jler. She i,&·gai4 to have .been the aeoond wife of KilavanSotupati, who is Itmown to 
bave had Dlorethan 47 wiv~s. She seemstoJ,ave been much attached to her husband and 
committed sati on the death oCher husband ~ 1710. . .', .' 

''l'htsmarrlage stre0gtbenedthe ties Qffriendship beiween Tondaimans and ~setupati. 
About tlIis time, according tp thcTQndaiman ValflSaPa/i, one of tho elephants· of the' Setu­
patigot out of ~ntroland Namana .Tondaima1lis said to bave oap\Uredit with great dextlr 
rityandbOldness and prevented much bloodshed. This in.cident stiD further enhanced 
~" esteel11'-of1he Setupati for the Tondaim~ 

, Attbis stage, the Tondaimans wanted to feturn bacJo to their estates. It is said that 
theSetupati desired to present Raghunatha Raya Tondaitpan with a Pa!ayam and that it . 
was suggested tbatthe palayam oftbe Pallavarayansmight be granted to tbe·Tondairilani.' 
The last Pallavarayar, Seyentheluntha. Palla.varayar, who 'had assumed the title of Raja 
lilie tbe1dngof TanJore or theSetupati of :R.amnad himself, seems to have held a ,small traot.­
orland, to the south of the Vellar asa fief of RaJ!lllad. Seventheluntba Pallavaraym; 
the Iuler, wassommonedby Kilavan Setupati to appear before him. The Setupati was al 
K.3layarwil, 10 miles east of Siva ganga, and thePallavarayar halted at Kan4adevi, about. 
4 miles from KalayarJoovil. TbePaI13vaFayar was sent fol' ; but as be wasthen engaged 
inpuja (to Siva) it was reported to the $etupati that the Pallavarayar, would start to see him 
on the oompletionofthepuja. TheSetupati was ~enselyprov6kied, abused the Pallava­
rayarror thinkDng mOle of his puja than ofnim liege lord, and, placing his son in.1ii~ State-

'elephant,directed hinltomarch to Kandadevi and make an end ofthe Pallavarayar. :-Tho 
- prUlce met bim OD the banb of a drinlQing,:water:llonrlof Kandadevi and ~d.him seized 

bJ ~.men. An.d the Pallavarayar, finding resistance useles~, died. with the Curse on, his 
moutJIthatt1Je Setupatis should SOOlleJJ or later lose. all tbek sovereign rights. On hC8lm, 
the death, the wives and children of the Pallavarayarare said to have committed suicideb, 
throwing themselves into a pit intbe Pallavantan1ll in front of the palace. . 

." .' Foundation vi the Pudukkottai Tontlaiman line 0/ ,uleTa (1686). -The Setupati tb.ca­
sentfor a" gold palanquin, and; presented it to the Tontia~, asJGedIlandai Ambala­
Ja8.ran. a military office!' under him~ to take the Tondaimans to Dha.rma Pillai, the Setupati's 
agen.tat Til1lll).ayam,and to arrange for (Raghunatha Tondaiman'~ b,ein~ installed as the . 

, ' rUler of the Pallavarayars' dominions. ~t this. time a sword of horioul' is sa,id to havo 
been presented by the Setupaa to Tondaiman which is ~OWD -8& ChinnaRama lWlaa 
and also a Valampuri Conch .. (conch opening to therigbt.) , .' " 

. . 
Thisis.ashor1i account of what is called the Setupati.originofthe PudukiJQottai State 

alld thefolU1datioDOf Tondaiman line ofruler$. An examination. on the Whole question 
,tends to show th~t it was a tract of land to the south 'Of the vellar that the p~ p: 
from the SetupatI, and later Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman stepped into the place' 
'Vacated. bf tbe List of the Pa1lavarayu~. ,', ~ " 

. -,;; Origin of . the KulattUl' TondtJiman (r690).~ AbOut the time that'. Ragh~nat1la ~ 
Tondaiman~me the 1'u!~1' ~f :eQ.d~t~?N~ Tondaim~. (Th~.second bro,~rl. 
beciame- the rUlct of Kula~., 11,te ~a~~Gf Nagalapui'am· tm1WBnolvel :mi8tnct) 

.. W~iasnbordinate t9lthepo_ efflteNaya.~ oil'Madll1'ar, aMi retiJ£tod; .. ,., 
tIIW'UuatfribUtes-: _ Tlie'N8ya~flJ.ler ~hadl aq.ea<IY l'OOeivedia' ~tUIhellifIlOdi die 
..... imaas.ecied1them;to pNCeetHciJfiagalaplifan18ftd'briDgits,el:lieftlin-llIltieIsuii..­
tiM.:,' JOMor4iitllyNaftl:&Da: T&Jl<tailJlEl'&~W.Qlljeft!ainaBCl~/0~ IBlqa"kiiDM' 

. ' "'·aRW:·wiilf hiln8Uet\ as' Pifli'lDtwttandKatta&ommw Ne.~ .... ttJ_...-..: 
. -
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J'und~r the rule of the NayakofMaduraL He has also returned all the horses.elepb~Dtl 
'::and pre.&ents tbat he won in the war to the Nayaki ruler at TiruchirappaIH. T~ Nayak King 
:'Ra~ga Krishna Muttu Vi rappa (1682-89) was. so much. pleRs~~ witll th e way in whjch tho 
'1IfFaIr was managed that he presented NGlmana Tondalman wIth the tract of land a,b~ul 

· Kulattur from the lands that were directly under the rule of Nayaki Kings. ,This 'free~ 
'gift'la~d ' did.not hecome a pOition .of Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman's dominions, as 
'"Namana Tondaiman set him.~elf up as a separate ruler. The att?ohment of Namana Tondai~ 
man was so much towards Nayak ruler, he calbd himself Ranga Krishna Mu.ttu Virappa 

''Namana Tondaiman. He received from the Nayak King various presents and marks of 
distinction such as the use of flags (Hanumadhwaja and Garudadhwaja), use of torcbes 

''in the day time, etc. . 

So about the year 1690, we find Ragunatha Raya Tondaiman ruling at Pudu:kikottai 
'and NamanaTond:!iman ruling at Kulattur. The letters of the Madura Mission to Rome 
speak of these as ' The Tondaiman ' and' Chinna Tondaiman '. 

At this time, the Visenginadu Kallars appear to have been particularly given trOUble 
"10 the Navaki rulers of Timchi~appalli by tbeir plUndering expeditions .. At the request of 

Nayaki rulers, Namana Tondalman encountered them at Puhyur, defeated them and cut 
· -off the heads of a 11 important men • 

. Vijaya Ranga Ch0'kikianatha NWaki, ruler of Tiruchirappalli, found the useful services or 
Tondaimans and r.etained them in his court. The suspicions and displeasure against the 
Kandalur chieftain, who had been for a time iu disgrace, W~Ie revived by tbe Tondaiman 

. who was apparentlv the personal enemy of the chieftain, with the lesult tbat the chieftain 

. was deprived of his principality, which was transferred to tbe Tondaiman as a personal 
appanage. Avur and many other villages extending from TiruchirappaIli in the direction 
oftbe Kingdom ofMadurai were made over.in 1707 to the Tondaiman, as a favour by the 

"Raja of Tiruchirappallt, whose favourite the Tondiman bld become. 

. After acquiring the principality of P~rambur and Kattalur (KaJidalur), Namana .is 
·said to have had several encounters with tbe Kumaravadi chief (owners ofViralimalai tract) 
.and, overcoming him, annexed Yiralimalai to his dominion. ' 

, 

In this way Namana seems to have become the ruler of more or less the whole of the 
modem KulattuF Taluk., Namana Tondaiman, at this time, got the permission from the 

-Nayakkingto subdue Puchi Nayaki of Marungapuri who had stopped tbe payment of annual 
tribute. The Tondaiman, with the help (if his brother Raghunatha Raya Tondairnan 
..()f puduklQottai, defeated bim, and seized from hini bis capital Ammankurichchi and some 
'Other villages, wbich the To~daimans were permitted to kieep for themselves. 

Namana Tondaiman was succeeded by his son Ramasami Tond;:l.iman, wbo is ktnown 
to have ruled till 1736 and, died in that year. RamasamiTondaiman,likie his father, called 

'"kimself after the Nayaki ruler l:lt tt.etime Vijaya Ranga Cho)gJQanatha Raniasami Tondaiman. 
He married Muttalakammal, one of the foster daugbtersof Mangamma} (Queen Regent 

· of TiruchirappaUi) and received as her dowry five villages. . . . 

Ramasami Tondaiman seems to bave been a peaceful fouler,not caring for wars 
or extension of territory. The Servaikars of AndaIclgulam and Nanguppatti seem to have 

['helped him greatly in keeping his Palayam in order and peace. For the convenience' 
of the passengers to Rameswa.ram, he built two cb3;ttrams one at Kalamavur in 1728, fop. 
the maintenance of which the VIllage of Pallattuppattl was set apart, and the other at Amma-
~hattram in 1730 in the name of his wife Muttalakiammal; for tbe upkeep of whil::h several 
villages were allotted. 

Ramasami Tondaiman was succeed,.ed by his son, Namana Tondaiman. Not, 
.much is 1mown ofthis ruler. The fact seems to be thatin his time, PudukJkiottai had become 
"ery much more powerful than Kulattur alld oveislaadowed it. Thus Kulattur Was annexC(l 
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to Pudutakottal and eeased to ~ separate state a90ut 1750. "Tradition on. the subject 
.lmply says that the last ruler of Kulattur was sent to the Tirurnayam Fort as a State prisoner. .. 
In all probability, the tuler thus dealt with was Namana Tondairnan, son of Ramasamt 
To~iman". 

Now let us look into formation and intere~ting places in Pudukkottai town. 

Puduldaottai Town stands on sloping ground raising from the Vellar to a ridge north­
of the town. Its water supply comes from the north, while the slope to the south facilitates... 
dl'amage. ' ' ' 

OriginallY the ~own was suuqunded by thick! jungles. 'The approaches to tbe town: 
'. werethroug:h tbese 'Jungles along three roads on the nolth, south, and west. On these roads: 

, ' stood gatew::.ys called Vadi at distances of three miles, two miles, and half a mile respecti­
vely fr~m the town under the charge of a commander. and a attachment. These outposts 
are still oommemoratec by the place names Machuvadl, Kummandan (commandant) Vadi, 
and Pu/iva Vadi.' The town is .;lcirted on the west by a line of low isolated rocks which 
suppl)' excellent granite. :though no river flows tbrou~h the town, it is within four miles. 
of the Vellar and two mIles of the Kundar on the south. 

Thetown and its environs have a history dating badl to prehistoric days. Tbe exten-, 
live pre-historiC burial sit~s 0!l either sid~ of the .Tirukkattalai trac~ and. the pre-histor~ 
sites with pottery un-bunals In the Sadatyapparal pottal, west of Tuugolaarnamindicate­
that there was a populous -settlement in the vicinity and grown into important settlement 
of the Chettiyar, Karala Vellalar, Matavars and Kallars. . 

. \ Tb.e eastern portion was c;1lled Kal~samangalam,an important settlement of the' Chetti- ' 
farsand the. western of the town asSmgamangalam. How the\e two towns perished or­
me~ed into the.mo~emPud.uklkottai town i~ not known; n?ris it clear w~en t~e Kottai 
or'fort after which It takes Its name was budt. The Tondalman Vamsavailascnbes it to. 
Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman (1686-1730 A.D.) but the existence of the folt is denied 

. by;R.amah Naik, the East India. Company's Agent at Tanjore, who writing. on 16th June: 
1154 observed, "there is neither stone nor mud wall." However, the Statistical Account 
of Pudu.kkiottai (1813) refers to a fort three 'naligais or two and a q.uarter miles in circuit 
with streets, ho~ses and shops inside. Proba~IY the fortifications would have been deS: 
troyed between 1732 and 1734 by Chanda Sahib or Ananda Row or 'by both during their 
invasion of the town. ,The palace referred to was probably that which is repotted to have 
stood at the northern and .after its dCJ?1olition a new palace was built at Sivagnanapuram ' 
louth-east of the town ~blch then RaJa ~sed bOth as. a palace and a hermitage, and where 
it is sometimes supposed·that sage SadaSlva Brahrnam came to initiate him into the higher 
truths of Vedantism. ' , 

The modern toWn which derives its name from a fort built round it in former years. 
, is noW !leady ISO years old. The town originally ,consisted of irregular streets and narrow 
lanes of old-mud built and leaf thatched hpuses. In 1812 it, underwent a baptism of fire 
in which it was neady destroyed, and a new town, thanks to the wisdom of Raja Vijaya 
Ragbunath~ and Major BlackbuII!-e, arose phoenix like, on~ts ash~s, with broad stre~ts 
in,intersectmg square-:-~ plan w~cb has been preselved to thIS day m the town and Its 
extensions with the Raja s palace In the centre. 

The expansion. of the to,:"n-since its r~building in 1~1~ has, been study.and continuou.s, 
and received conSIderable Impetus dunng the adIDIDIstratIOn of SIl' Seshia Sastri 
(1878-1894). Duri~g his time several suburbs like Puducheri . were brought into e~8te~ce., 
tlie streets were relaId, tar ks wet e deepened and cleaned, and a programme of pUblic bwld­
illgs was ina~guFated and la1 gely carried out. The town was constituted into a Municipal!tJ-' 
in 1912. (FIg. 1). _, OC'_:;~., ,,0' . __ . 
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The pl~ce$' ~fw9rship, to·~. town of this size, are fairly numerous. The most impor­
tant Saivaite temples are' those of Sri Gokarnesvara-Brihadambal at Tirugokamamand 
.Santhanath~swami ill the heart of the town. The principal festivals in the former are the-

. Dass(J,ra and thoseih Chitra (April-May) and Ad; (July-August) and in the latter in AnI' 
(June-July) .. ,TheVaishnavite temples are of ~aradhapaja'per~lin the easteI'D t~ird' 
street, of Venkatesaperumal on the bankf> of Aiyarkulam of Vltoba on. the bank! .. of 
Pallavankulam. Qtber places of Hindu worship are the Atnmankovils dedicated to Arlana 
.chiamman,· Manomaniamman, Kama~shiamman, and recently constructed Bhuvaneswari 
amman; the ahars .of Thadikonda Aiyanar, Singamuthu Aiyanar and Porpanaiyan·;: 

. the temples of Sunda.resa and Sri Daksbinamurti (in the old Palace), a ·Mariamman temple 
on the confines of Tirugoklarnam and Tiruvappur; and Sri Venugopalaswami Kovil-a.t 
Tiruvappur itself.. . 

There are two churches in the town. The Protestant church (Fig. 2) is at the north end 
of the town and belongs to the Sweadish mission. It was built in 1905 and conseoreated 
in·1906. The churcb ofthe Sacred Heart of Jesus. and oftbe Irinnaculate Heart of Mary, 
{Fig. 3) an elegant and spacious edifice,east of MarthlU'dapuram .is the principal churcb 
of the Ptidukkottai CathoHc paris}:,. The foundation.stone was laid in January 1908, the 
nave was completed in April 1911 and became the parish church in 1922. 

There are two mosques, one in the town (Fig. 4) and the other at Tiruvappur. The 
town mosque is about a hundred and fifty years old, and is ascdbed to one ·Mandra, who 
is also credited\vith having built some mandapas at Pallivasal in the Tirumay~ talukt. 

The Darga of Hazrat Shah parhezi Auliya is'held in high veneration by the Muslims 
Of the town. l'arhezi Auliya a prince or chieftain of Yemen in Arabia, renounced the 
world and wandered about the countFies of soutb-west Asia and India and at last'settled 
in Pudukkottai in tbe first half oftbe 18th oentury. Many miracles were attributed to him .. 
His sanctity attracted the notices of. the T6ndaiman. ruleI" of Pudukkottai who held him: 'in 
high esteem and had a tomb raised in his honour after his death. It is belieyedth8t hiJ. 
nephew and disciple also lies buried by the side oftbe Auliya. . . 

There are many notable. buildings and .places of interest. The old palace (Fig. S} 
is in the centre of the town inside a fort with thick! and highl'amparts. The old pa18ce is. 
now not used ~s a place of residence by the family of the Raja, and is being occupied by.. 
some government departments and private firms. This contains the shrine of Sri DalGshina-· 
murti and the old Durhar hall. The neW palace (Fig. 6) which was designed and built by> 
one late Mr.Nilamnta Sastriar,a Special Engineer for the palace constructions, has a hand-­
some appeat'ance, witb its well-dressed stone walls and Moorish cupola:&. It was sUlrounded· 
by a large parki, with la wns and gardens, and there wete tennis, cricket and foot-ball grounds., 
and a riding course. The building was first occupied in 1930. 

Tbe Public Offices building (Fig. 7) at the southern side of the Pudukkottai bus standl 
is a handsome two storied building constructed in the fOrin ofa hollow square (313 feet, 
by 305 feet) with eight .staircases, two of which lie inside towers,rising 102feet high. .HereiIh 
ale located the Sub-Collector'& office, Court, the Sub:-treasury; the State Bank! of Indial 
Government Branch Press, etc. In front of the Public Offices building stands a bro~· 
statue of the late Raja Sir Marthanda Bhairava Topdaiman Bahadur • 

. .. The Raja'~ CoUege is anotheF impOltantbuilding with a Theatre hall, LibralY Labora~ . 
. tOlY and an extensive sports ground with a paviliQll. Besides, the Raja's College .i~ a' D.Bd. 
College (Fig. 8) with a newly construct~d building. • 

The Toyvn G~neral Hospital is.a specious building with.extensive wards and operatiou, 
theatre. It U: eqUIpped to meet the demands of.modeln hospital work and has Patholo&ical 
and Bacterio.logica}, Radiological ~nd EI~ra-.tberaphy, Ear, N~s~ and .Throat, Denta] 
and OP!halmic sectIons.. ~e Ranee s HospItal, meant only for ladies, has auyand specioua 
out-patient wards and lymg m rooms. --. . 

.' J 
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, :,' "",~ ou.str,~cS ot note, may be mentioned the'Barstor s~boo1. tJle Town, Hall 
-_tlt-bY~c~bscriptions to, COmmetnola.t~ the first 'audience tb.a~tbe 1~~ '.~. Sir , i~. B~tav.a To~daima~ ~~ witb Qgee!l Victoria at Winds~r ~stl~ i>n ~Iy 14th 
1l.8and/t~VlctOrIa lubl}eeArcb(F1g. 9) whlch 1S on the ,road to tbe!tublie Offices; Ncar 
the luhiJ~,~ .is the Gandhi (~n~e Rp1dsworth) parlQ with a'fl~ tc:lwer triaintainett 
,'b!~eJ,funlC1pality 31"d the NluDlCJpal,rest house called Satyamurti 1'es~ ,bouse. ' 

,,~;~il Nadn (JovemmentMusenm at'Tirugokarnam is aqinteresting and, ~u­, *'e institutiOQ. It was ,starte4 in 1910 by the Durbar of Pudukkottai. It.is now runc-
;tiO.ning,~ a multi-purpose museum with the following Sections; Geolo,gy, .zoo1ogy, Botan~~ 

, ~:-"rAtt8,a:Jad Industries, Antgropology, Bthnology,Epigraphy; NumisDlati9i, Arcbaeology and 
"Paintmgs. It has developed on modem, lines largelv in recent years and is worth visiting. 
" :It is 'open ,to" the public on all days of the weeki except Mondan and GOVernment 

Hoidays. ' 

'-, 'Jtis ',~ SUrpdsulg matter- to the visitor to note not less than 20 to 30 tanks toa town of 
itssile,-and the terms i\.iyarkulam, Pillaikulain, etc. show ho\\ they owe thier existenCe to the 

. ebirjty ,ofs01lle Aiyars ()f pi113j8who held high pOl'jtlon~ formerly-in the lan", .. Kummandall 
kUlam neat' the bus· &tand is Commaridant,ktilam and was excavated byCommandant Mlithll­
N'ayakka.' The largest of them is Pu.duk1culam (Fig 10) Which lies at thesouth-eastern. 
,end _A..1l4 , ,constitutes the SOlU'ce ofwait(T now, supplied to the town through the ,pipes. The, 
"orkof repairing and renov~ti!lg Pudukkulam was taken up in 1~89. It \'t'as,the1l 'calculateQ 

',' ibllt'bY4eepenmgand widenmg,itmight hold 115 million gallons of raJo water ~llected on 
'~a water-shed DlOst~y under jungle, and therefore naturally free from the contamiriation' of 

JIlMl'and beast and. supply thc.town wJth Wholesome water from year-ls ~d to year's end' 
:"'.$oo.t fear of dt0Ught. The ~or.k ~f repaitip.g the tank lasted off and cn Jorseven years, 

" . and ~en it 1'.eached completloIl tn 1894-95 ItProv~d large enoqgh-to' render a sche~e of 
. water';'WotkS possible for the toWn. On its southern batik are situate4 the vvater-wQrJcs Where 
1faterlstilteredand pumpeQ to the Machuvadi llphmd atthe northern extremity from Which 

-, it -re;eule,rs the to\Vn by natural gravitation.' ' 

,The tank as it now stands as a pretty to see with its n;mgnificentsheel of wate .... 
.,enclOsed by high and neatly turfed banks wide enough at the top to 1:?e a promenade and a 
dTiv" -Th.e father, of all these i:Q1provements was Sir Seshia Sastri, WhO' beahtified, the 
:~o'.nby ,his four-fold programme of town improvement, relating. to ,Con~ervancy, t6wn 
-_~asiO'n, t~nkrepair, and the erectior of public edifices of architectur:al value. 
-,}' ' "I ' 
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PORPANAIKOTTAI. 

Porpanaikottai lies at a distance of four miles from Pudukkottai in the Alangudi route 
and six and a half miles in the Tiruvarankulam route. It is about one and a half miles 
to the north of Tiruvarankulam, and can be reached only by bi-cycle or by walk. But the 
Alangudi route is ~uitable for all conveyaIlCfS. 

Porpanaikottai is a place having a ruined fort round which a curious legend has gathered. 
The place derives its name, as tht;, word implies from a fort in which according to the tradition 
there once stood a palm tree bearing gold fruii s, but in the present Kaliwga of sin and 
degeneracy has changed into one of the mandapas in the fort. 

It is probable that the correct name was derived from Ponparappinankottai. Pon­
parappinau was title assumed by Bana chiefs. The original signifh,ance of the name having 
been lost, it was probably cornptcd iute Ponpanai (or porpanai) kottai , atJd the ignorant 
folk readily associated it with the legend of the golden palmyra tree supposed to have stood 
at Tiruvarankulam, a mi~e and a half tc lhe south. 

The fort is said to have been built in the form of the bird 'Garuda' (BrahIUiny kite) 
with its beak facing the east, and its wings outstretched north and south as in the Silpa 
Sastra lends support to this view, because the garuda was an emblem assumed by later 
Banas. The fort, therefore, may have been built in the 13th or 14th century, and,according 
to the Statistical Account of Pudukkottai (1813), the fort has fallen into decay by the first 
quarter of the 16th century. But the vestiges as well as tradition still remain, from which 
the follOWing particulars are given. 

The fort is truly a rernar ka ble structure made out of square bricks and chunam plaster. 
The bricks used in the construction are about an English foot in length and breadth and four 
inches thick, being a marvel of strength, size, and durability. The circumference of its 
circumvallation is one mile and one furlong and the area occupied by the rampa,rts is 4 acres 
and that included within the fort is 43·87 acres. Accnrding tn tradition the fort had 32 
bastions, and moat which judged from the existing ditch-50 feet by 12 feet":'-'-which now 
lies to the north of the fort, must have been of fOl mid able dimensions. It has had several 
gates the different names of which are still recognisable. Outside the fort is a pit called 
Surangapa1lam or the hollow of the secret way, said to communicate underground with 
Vallam near Tanjore. Inside the fort are traces of a building believed to have been the 
palace of a chief, and a half-filled pond, by name Niravi, supposed to have been used as a 
Teppakkulam. There are shrines on the four sides of the fort dedicated to Munisvara 
and Karuppar. The two templfs of Munisvara claimed to be the original alters of the 
godling Munisvara who guarded the Gold palmyra tree are in the Eastern gateway and 
Western gateway. But of these two, the temple to the west is obviously the later buildina 
and must have been built not more than 100 years ago. This Munisvara (Fig. 11) i. 
regarded as the pristine -tutelary deity of Pudukkottai town and palace, whose, ottam or 
way across the town is still traced by knowing elders .. To obstruct it by building or 
otherwise is considered to be highly inauspicious. The Munisvara in the Eastem _gateway 
is made out of lime and mortar and is completely resembling in size the Western one. 
There are also shrines to this Munisvara in Pudukkottai town and Within the Siva temple at 
Tiruvarankulam. 
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GOKARNESV AKA TEMPLE IN 
TIRUGOKARNAM. 

~ , 

TIRUGOKARNAM is a suburb of Pudukkottai town and lies at a distance of two 
miles in Pudukkottai .. Tiruchirappalli bus route~ Here is the famous rock-:eut temple of 
God Gobrnesa and a -shrine of Goddess Brihadambal. ' 

We learn from inscriptions that Tirugokarnam was one among the three devadanal1l3 
that existed :i,n Pudukkottai. As a devadanam, Tirugokarnam dates back to the seventh 
century if not earlier. 

, Therock-c~t shrine of Gokarnesa belongs to the 'Mahendravarman epoch' (600-630 
A.D.), and consists of a cubical cell with a rectangular veranda in front resembling the cave­
temple at Sittannl:\vasal and Kudimiyanmalai. The ,central shrine contains a linga in the 
ceiltre,whichis massive and cylindrical. The veranda is supported by four pi11arS'-'two 
of them at either end oeing contiguous with the rock itself. The pillars, here, UIilike 
thosetW' Kudiitiyanmalai are cubical at the extremities and octagonal in the centre. A.bove 
the pillars are c()fbels suppo~ing the Architrave. The face of the bracket is curved and 
bears the usual Pallavaroll ornaments. There are no dvarapalakas here; .but the figures 
of the huge Gattesa on the south, wall of the veranda and of Gangadharamurti (Fig. 12) 
on the nolth wall are typical Pallava sculptures. They are carved in bas--relief. 

A steep portion pf the rock wa,s selected at Kudimiyanmalai and Sittannavasal to 
excavate the ardhamandapa and garbhagriha, but at Golatrnam rather a slope has been taken 
and a distance of more than five feet in the slope had to be chiselled oft' before reaching a 
sufficient height in the rock to form the pillars with their capitals, etc. On the rock face 
,to the south-east of the rock-cut cell are in bas--relief the figures of the Saptamathrikas 
(Fig. 13) with Ganesa and another God who may be identified as Virabhadra or Muni on 
either side., The mahamandapa and the other mandapas built of cut stones in front 
of 0 the central rock-cut shrine belong to the Chola and Pandya periods. ' 

The shrine of Sri Brihadambal seems to be a very late structure, probably. renovated 
within the last two centuries. The, absence of any inSCription on its walls bears out, this 
conclusion. The Goddess is the tutelary deity of the Tondaiman rulers who consequently 
styled themselves 'Sri Brahadambadas' or the servants of Sri Brihadambal. In tbis temple 
they are installed and it is in the name of this Goddess that the Pudukkottai State coin' called 
the Amman cash was struck. The large manda,a in front of the Amman shrine, and the 
corridor (Fig~ 14) lead~ng into the t~ple fr<;>IIl the street belo~g to the 'Madurai' style.' ,The' 
pillars in the )~rge man~pa contalD beautIful ~gur~ of l?tl-Ma~ta, Ravana, (pig. IS). 
etc. On the ptllarsoftbls mandapa are figures In high rebef of chIefs and nobles who bave 
not yet been satisfactorily identified. Within the temple are shrines to Bakulavanesvara, 
in the fOFDl of a linga, Sri Mangalambika and Dakshinamurti. On top of the rock-cut 

\ shrine are those ofSubrahmanyt'l, Durga, Lakshmi, Sarasvati,Bhairava, Ivaraharesvara 
(Fig. 16)orthe 'Destroyer of fever': At the base ofa Bakula (Mimusopselengi) tree within 
the temple is a sma:t1 image of Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra. 

The principal festivals in this temple are the Dassara, and those in Chitra (April-May) 
and' Adi (July-August). ' . / 

The Sthalapurana ohhe temple has a well-known legend relating to the God and to 
.he tarn on to the rock, celebrated in IOC8 I ballads, and dance-songS. The cow of the story 
was Kamadenu, the giver of all objects of desire like the fabulous horn of plenty, who 
happening to arrive late one day at Indras Court was banished from the celestial spaces and 
condemned to live the life of an ordinary cow on earth until such time as she migh~ 
take to expiate her sins by worshipping G09 Ookamesa. On coming below, she 'sough. 
he hermitage of sage Kapila situated in the Bakula flower jungle at this place, and under 
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his guidance performed daily worship to the idol 01 Gokarnesa underthe bakula tree; ani 
.hard penance did she do for her sins, for every day she tramped to far away Ganges, and 
brought its sacred water in her ears fot the God's ablution (hence the God is called Gokar .. 
nesa or the Lord of the cow's ear). In due course she became a dam, but stifling motherly 
instincts' she still performed her daily journey leaving her tender calf to whine and bellow 
.at the temple gate. But soon came the time for her salvation, and as, she returned one day a' 
nightfall with the sacred water in her ear, God Gokarnesa taking the shape of a tiger stood 
.across her path at a place since called Tiruvengaivasal (the tiger's gate) and demanded from 
her tiger's food. On remonstrating that it was time for the ablution of the God, she was 
Jet go but on condition she returned immediately after the worship was over. When the 
-cow came back according to her promise, the seeming tiger changed its shape, and Siva and 
his consort Parvati, manifested themselves on their bull vahana, and carried the cow to 
heaven. According to a variation in the story the, tarn in the hill behind was cut by the cow 
with its horn and stored with the Ganges water from its eat, and a cleft on the top of the 
linga is the hoof-print left by her as she bathed the idol in the. sacred water. 

There are many recorded inscriptions in this temple in Pallava-Grantha and Old Tamil 
Gracters. On the south wall of the rock-cut shrine is a fragment of inscription of a single 
Sanskrit line inscribed in Pall~va-Grantha characters which reads, 'Stapanacharya-Bha ... 
vatacharya' meaning 'Bhagavatacharya who was religious teacher and founder'. On the 
same south wall of the shrine is an inscription in Old Tamil ~haracter, dated in the fth yeal' 
of the Pandya King Maranjadaiyan (781-~2 A.D.), which records a gift of fifteen Kalani" 
(a customary gold weight) of gold which was collected. by begging, for maintaining an 
everburp.ing lamp (nanda-vilakku) to the Madevar (the Lord) in the temple at Gokatnam 
in Tiruvetpur by Varagunavati Araiyan alias Nakkan cetti of Karkurichchi, (presenfi 
Tirukkattalai near Pudukkottai) a KaVippal (Kavir district) of Valla-nadu. This god 
was placed under the protection of the nattar-the local administrative body of the Nadu 
or district. It is important to note that a nanda-vilakku is still being niaintained in this 
temple. 

The earliest Chola inSCription in the temple belongs to the reign of Rajakesari ... 
varman. On th,e south face of the third pillar (from the right) in front of the rock-cut 
central shrine is a Tamil inscription of Chola period belonging to the 9th year of the King 
Rajarajakesarivalman (R8jaraja J) (992-3) which record,S a gift ofland forthe upkeep of t~e 
tank called Kavirkkulam at Tiruvetpux in Tenkavirnadu by a Brahmin of Merkillimanp.­
lam, a Brahmadeya of Tenkarai Tiruvalundur-nadu of Sonadu (Chola Country). 

An inscription-in Tamil belonging to the reign of Raja Raja III (1236 A.D.) is on the 
rock to the left of the steps leading to the spring. It is slightly defaced. It records a gift 
of land for providing offerings and an ever burning lamp to Tirukogarnam-Udaiya Naya ... " 
nar, for the merit of the sons of Somaladeviyar, mother of Somisvaradeva, son of Hoysala 
Vira Narasingadeva of Dvarasamudram. This marks the close connection between the 
later Cholas and Hoysalas. The famous Vijayanagar Emperor Krishna Deva Raya in hia 
Triumphal march about 1518-19 in the South visited Tirugokarnam, and worshi~pe4 
Gokarnesa and Brihadambal, to whom he presented many valuable jewels. 
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SUNDARESVARA TEMPLE IN TIRUKKAITALAI. 

Tirukkattalai is a small village nearly fou(miles to the east of the town of ~duk~9tt3i,. ' 
Tirukkatt.alai is the corrupt form Tirukarrali-:-the sacred, stone temple. The' village is. 
, mentioned in its early inscriptions as Karkuri<?hchi Tirukarr:;lli. Thls saqed stone temple ~s 
8 Siva temple, and the main deity of the temple, now called Sunda.resvara, is re(erred to in. 
early inscriptions as Karkurichchi Karralipperuman aaiga/ or the Lord, oHh~ stone temple 
of Karkurichchi. The present name of Tirukka~talai can be traced.in a yijayanag~r in&crip'" 
tion of the 15th century in which the main deity is called Tirukkattalai Isvara mud~yar. 
Sundaresvara temple i~ the only temple in Pudukkottai area which has all the charat::te­
risticfeatures ofthe'architec;t,ural style of the early Chota period in its pristine glory, un~ 
impaired. 

. The temple faces the east ~nd a tank! is seen in front of it outside the wall of enclosme ~ 
The temple is now approached both from the east gateway and the south gateway. The 
latter was newly ma.de by a opening in the southern wall of enclosure. 

The Sundatesvara temple (Fig., 17) is a structural temple from the basement to the 
ftnial. It consists of a garbhagriha, an ardhamandapa attached to it in front, the seven sub-

, shrines of Pl!rivora-tievQs and the boundary wall round them and they seem to be t4e only 
structures~that were originally constructe<!. All the other structUf.~S, the mukhamaridapa 
attached to the ardhamandapa and the shrIne for the Goddess standing to the nqrth of the . 
central shdne appear to have been sUbsequentlv added. This is clear When the structural 
style oftbe mukhamandapa and the shrine of the Goddess in one hand and the garbhagriha 
and ardhamandapa in the other- being compared. Moreover the latest kiing mentioned in 
inscription of the main shrine is the Chola King Kulottunga I (A.D. 1070~1118) and the 
earliest inscription in the mukhamandapa is the Chola King Kulottunga III (A.D. 1178-1216). 
From this it is inferred beyond doubt that the shrine of Goddess and the mukhamanfiapa 
should have been constructed during the interv~l of nearly a century. ' '. ' 

, The vimanaover. the central shrine is two stoFeyed structure. The vimana.is square. 
Below the ttupi and simha/a/atas and in the tiel' below are two rows of niches, one above the 
other; those on the south contain seated figUres of Dakshinamurti and of Bhikshatanamurti 
those on the west figures ofVaraha and Vishnu andthose on the north two figures of Brahma: 
The corbels are fluted, and over them is a line of rampant yalis. The figure in the southern 
niche of the Quter wall ofthe garbhagriha is peculiar. Usually, in all Siv.a temples of South 
India, this niche is occupied by Daklshinamurti. But hereis figure helding a bow and aflOW 
instead of usual vina which makies us to identify as Tripurantakiamurti. However this is an 
interesting feature and an 'uncommon feature to note in Siva temples. The niche in the 
western wall contains a figure of Lingodbhava and that on the northern wall a figure of 
Brahma. 

,The ardhamandapa connerts the garbhagriha and themukhamandapa in front of it. There 
are two sta'ndingDvarapalaka~ on eitbeI side of the outer enhance of the, ardhamandapa. 
Both of them are standing with two arms and they face east. Both have jatamakutas, and 
J1ajnopavita in the form of rolled cloth and wea·r large patrokunda/a~ in their ears. The 
right hand of the figure on the southern side has the tarjani pose and its left hand rests on the 
hip. The face of the northen figure is slightv mutilated.' 1ts trunk is turned towards the 
entrance. Its right hand rests on the bip ; the left one in vismaya pose. The two figures" 
measures 5 feet 6 inches in height each exclusive of the basement. ' 

All round the main shrine and close to the walls of the enclosure are the sub-shrines 
for the porivaradevatas- Surya, Saptamatrikas, Ganesa, Subrahmanya, Jyesihadevi, Chan- . 
ina (Fig. 18) and Chandikesvara. The shrine of the Saptamatrikas {Fig. 19) is Iectangular 
d shape and has a wagon-type roof. Among these deities the figw'e of Surya (Fig. 20) is 
pecuJiar. Ofit~ two a!ms th~ left hand rests. on the hip and the right in abhaya pose. The 
usuallot~s bud IS n6t shown In the hands as mother Surya figures. The existence of seven 
parivaradevatas instead of eight in their respective sub-shrines is ,a featw'e peculiar to early 
Chola temple. . 
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There are twelve inscriptions relating to this temple, of which one is mutilated, eight ate} 
Chola, one Pandya, and two Vijayanagar. . Inscriptions of the fifteenth century dated in. 
the reigns Of Yijayanagar Emperors show that the village was under the immediate rule of 
the Pallavarayars of Vaittur-Perungalur. Srirangan Pallavarayar and Vilitturangum. 
Pallavarayar are among the donors to the temple. Karkurichchi was then 3D important 

llIIlaiHtJ,rru or military station. . 
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ARANKULANATHA TEMPLE IN THIRUVARANKULAM 

Thiruvarankulam is five miles from PlldukJoottai, and lies on the Alangudi road. It 
til noted for its fine ancient temple to Haratirthesvara (Arankulanathar). Arankulana~ba 

, is in the form ofa lingawhichis Svayambuva. \ 

The temple of Sri Haratirthesvara and Amman Sli Brihadamba is not only ancient but 
also imposing in Pudukkiottaiarea and held in high veneration by devotees far and near. It 
has been the object of worship and benefaction of rulers and citizens from ~ar]Y times, and 
the inscriptions in the temple are the authority for the statement. The garbhagriha of Sri 

. Haratirthesvara (Aranklulanathar) niay be assigned to the begin1)ing of the late Chola period. 
The pilasters above the plinth have sUnple idals without petals, the palagais are large, the 
corbel~ (podigai) are tenon, shaped and bevelled. On top of each palagai are two yalia 
standing on their hind legs as if supporting the alchitrave above. Above the pilasters is a 
line of bhutaganas supporting a convex moulded cornice. J'he kudllS in the cornice are 
formed of foliage scroll~ with human head figures within. There are niches in the walls. 
The niche on the south hal) a finelv carved figure named Vinadhara Dakshinamurti tFig. 21). 
But the figure is not holding the usual Vina in the hands. The figure IS more or less in the 
.same type as found in SundaresvaFa temple at 1'irukkm.ttalai. The figure is in the standing 
pose, ~nd the left arm holds a bow. it seems likle a Tripurantakamurti. However,. the 
kudll above the niche contains a figure of Yogada~hinamurti. If the figUIei~ the southern 
niche is talcen as Dakshinamur6, the pose of Daklshinamurti is unusual and attractive 
and dra ws the attention of the archaeologists. The niche on the west contains Lingodbha va 
.and that on the north one Brahma. The western niche is surmounted by the figure of 
Subrablllanya: with Valli and Devasena, and the northernniche with a bhutagana. 

The garbhagriha, ardham:mdapa and mahamandapa are of the same style. The 
-earliest inscription in the central shrine is dated in the 40th year of Kulottunga Chola nI 
oCOrresponding to A.D. 1218-19. The garbhagriha and the two mandapas in front are 
.surrounded by a hundred pillared mandapa which was according to tlie Statistical Account 
·of Pudukkottai (1813) erected by one Gopulingam a Cholaminister(?). Aloiig the walls 
·of the southeFU cloister are the figures of the 63 Saivaite saints. In this hundred pillared 
,mandapa are sub.shrine~of Ganesa, Laksbmi, Subrahm];nya, Bhairava" Surya, etc.' In 
the front part· of the hundred pillared mandapa are' the processional idols which are con­
,sidered to be fine specimens of hite Chola or eady Pandya bronzes. From this mandapa 
one has to p.1SS through the second gopura eretced by a Gangaiyaraya chief. This gopura 
isiti the Pandya style with polygonal plIasters, idals with petals spread out, thin palagais 
,and corbels wi.thpushpapodigai. Th~re is a long corridor between the second gopura and. 
the first or the mlin gopura. Th ~. ,'oof of the corridor is supported by massive monolithic 

,pi11ars (aniyottikal) with carved liOli:; on top. These pillars are elaborately sculptured with 
'figure'S of donors-Valanad ChettiY9.rs, local chieftains, etc. Among the many names found 
.in the inscriptiions of donors contrib'lting to the lighting, festivals, etc., of the temple that 
<of one Arsagandaraman (alias S~mlnt2.nar Semappillaiyar) persistently recurs. His' birth­
day asterism is said to be Satabhishaj in the month of Purattasi. He built the old kitchen~ 
,and the Vinayaka.shrine ; brought a flower garden, instituted services and festivals, and 
prOVided everburning lamps, torches, etc., for his merit. and in his name. One of these~ 
.figures sculptured on the southern wall is that of Kattudaiyan Chettiyar who is believed to 
have built this aniyottikal mandapa. This is also called Nakshatra (star) mandapa in 
Which the signs of the zodiac are sculptlured in the middle part of the ceiling. To the north 
.of the mandapa are the sabhamandapa or the " Hall of Dance".' . 

A separate enclosure for the Amman shrine Which is much simpler than that of the God. 
The architectural features of the'Amman shrine mark the transition from the Cholato the 
Pandyanepoch. The yalis and the bhutaganas found in the central shrine are absent here. 
The Amman shrine or the hall where, the Goddess is installed, as per the earliest. inscription 
found in this shrine which dates to the 39th year of Kulottunga III (1217-18) Was consttutted 
by Kannudayapertimal, queen of the Nisadarah Chief of Piranmalai and daughter of the 
'Nisadaraja chief of Piranmalai and daughter of the Nisadaraja chief of Ponnamatava.N 
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The main gopuram (Fig. 22) may be assigned to a late period in the Pandya epoch, and ha I 
.the decorative pilaster motifs. There is an inscription on the wall of this gopuram i'l 
Telugu mentioning that a kurnbhabhiseka' was performed by Raja Ramachandra 
Tonda iman Bahadur. ' 

There are 65 interesting inscriptions in this temple belonging to the reigns of Kulottunga Ill, 
~Sema Pillaiyar, the empelOrs of the sec:md Pandya dynasty, Vijayanagar emperors and 
Nayak chiefs, Vijayalaya Tevars, the Tondaiman of Arantangi, the Pallavarayars of Vaittur 

. Perungalur, and the Tondaiman rulers ofPudukkottai. The informltions that are recorded 
in the inscriptions convey an idea of the affluence of the temple in ~he past--its rich and 
eostly jewels, festivals,cars used for the procession of deities, and lands and gardens endowed 
to meet the expenses of daily worship. How prosp~rousthe temple was is seen in Puduk-
kottai State Inscription 607, which re,cords that the residents of Vall an ad unable to pay arrears 

,of taxes for nine years amounting to 11,000 kasus m ')rtglged a jewel of the God, and with 
the money thus raised paid the taxes, and in return c:mveyed lands to the temple. There are 
8 inscriptions reveal the agreements reached in the temple by the rival p3.rties and compacts 
entered into by them not to engage in fighting in future. An inscription dated A.D. 1218-19 
says that the local assembly met within t,hetemple. It has cont-mued to meet there in the 
succeeding centuries, and the caste "panchayats" of the K3.llars and of the Chettiyars of 
Vallanad continue to meet in the temple. A sixteenth century inscription (P.S.1.746) refers 

-to a Saiva rnatham situated in the south ~treet then ClUed VallanlJdan perunderu. 

. Among the objects of interest in the southern cloister of the hundred pillared rnandapa 
, is a slab (Fig 23) with the figures of a raider on horse-back and his attendants, bearing, 
. the inscription which can be translated as-' Hail ! Pfosp~rjty !. Vijaya Raya Mindar, also 
-called Kandiyadevar of Rajendram, the servant of Vira-Pratapan'. It is not clear to whose 
"servant he proclaims himself to be. Vira Pratapa is one of the titles assumed by the Vijaya-
nagar chiefs of Penukonda, and the title being such a common one, it is quite possible that 
some of Nayak or Tamil chiefs assumed it. The idol of Ganesa in the western entrance 

,to the temple is supposed to be directly in the path and effulgence Porpanaikottai MUni. 

To the north of the shrine. about a furlong and opp3site to the Union Office, are three 
-shrines for Kali, Karuppar and Thaiyal AmmaL The smlll temple of Thaiyal Ammai 
'contains a male and a female figure mlde out of stucco. The male figure is sml11 and is 
-sitting on the lap of the female figure. But the loc31 version is that is the baby 
,of Thaiyal Amrtlai. The story is that a Paraiya disguishing himself as a Sudra was app3in-
ted Peishkar (manager) of the temple,that b~ing detected he was killed, that a concubine 

,of his, belonging to the dancing-girls' caste, out of grief at his death committed suicide~ 
"and both were deified after death. They are now worshipped as Pattavans by the Melakars 
,(pipers) of the place. 

The following account of the' legendry origin of the temple is taken from an old Tamil 
prose manuscript. 

A Rishi (sage) who was doing p;mance in these forests hapPened to restore one day 
-to a vedan (hunter) his wife whom he had lo~t in the WJods; ani out of gratitude, the 
hunter brought him every day some tub~rs ani fruits to eat. The hunter was in his turn 

,amply rewarded for .his Service, for a Pllm tree sprang up m:raculously in the jungle, and 
dropped a fruit of pure gold everyday at the hunter's feet., as he brought food to the hermit. 

-But unaware of the nature of the godsend he p1.r~ed with it all to a Chetti at Kanappettai 
near Valnad for some rice, salt, chillies, and toblCCO. So a dozen years passed, and the 

--Chetti had amassed no less than 4,420 of these gold fruits. 

At this time the Chola King-Karikala Who held s.wayover these plrts had built a fort; 
near Tiruvarankulam in fear of an amazon Queen Tatakai who ruled over these jungles. 
--Our hunter discovering his stupidity ,eAA¥,demlniedadditional plyment of the Chetti 
.and being refused was seen by the Chola~g to p lSS iffilflt'S'tt.iong the, streets of his town. 
:Soon an inquiry was made and the miraculous fruits were examined and found to be puro 
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~old; The hermitage of the sage was sought but both he and the palm'tiee hadvanishedf: 
and in their place stood a linga. Italse happened that a shepherd who carried milk 
for the King's use from Kadayakkudi stumbled every day at this hallowed spot, 'and broke; 
his milk pot -ove,r the linga, thus uncensiously bringing about the daily ablution of the-" 
idol with cQw's milk; When the shepherd one day examined the spot pf his daily mishap., 
with pick-axe and spade, he inadvertently cut the linga on the head and the cut may be 
identified to this day on the idol-and was horrified to find blood issue from the fissure. _ Now 
it was clear to the. King that temple was necessary to the God, and he waf>' glad to - learn_ 
that the Chetti of t1ie golden fruits was himself willing to' build one at hi s expense in six­
months .. After completing the temple in this manner and providing it with a car and some; 
jewels; 3,000 of the gold fruits were sti111eft and they locked up in the temple cellars. 

I 

According to the same Tamil authority, the image of this temple Ged was once at,tac- " 
ked wher. taken rourid in procession, by the Maravars who had assembled at Suraikkudi,. 
and' honours wete bestowed on those who defeated the impious foes. The. said authority" 
aJsoacQounts for the present connection of Paraiyans with the temple. It would appear 
that the temple car once struck fast, and the axle-tlee broke as often as an attempt was 
made to drag it. Thereupon the God appeared in a vision and apprised the devotees that" 
the car could'be moved only when a.Paraiyan riding on a white elephant broke the cocoanut, 
offering, and touched the car ropes. . 

, According to another account also current in the place Kamashapadaga Maharajah, 
son or descendant of Karikala Chela is divineJy directed to thi~ lecality th8,t he may be 
blessed With a son for whom he had prayed. He builds a fort and capital at Porpanai­
kottain.ear it (See under Porpanaikottai), and in the course of his exploration of the country 
in search of the linga. discovers it under a golden palm with the he1p of the shepherd or 
the story. The Chetti who is in poss-essionofthe fruits is a native of Kalasapuram. and­
is made to disgorge his plunder under kingly pressure; the king himselfbeit;lgthe buildeI 
of the temple. The palm has also, in this account, a legend of its own. It was originally­
$iva's umbrella bearer,Pushpagandan by name, who, for dereliction of duty was condemned. 
to a mundane life. He was directed to this spot on earth, as it had become consecreated. 

_ by the Harilirtha tank into which once fell the Ganges water that was shed from Siva's· 
locks. He was also doomed to a fourfold life-that of a Vembu (nimbavana) in the first 
Yuga '(age), of Kattati (identified with a tree of this .kind that now stands en the bank of 
the " Har;tirtha tank within the temple) in the second Yuga, of a gold palm (porpanair 

" -n the third Yuga, of a stone mandapa in the present age. The mandapa now built over 
the idol in the temple is believed to be this deva. Wha~ver the puranicstory, onefact stands· 
out-which points to an original connection of the temple with the men of the Idayan (Sh~ 
pherd) and Chetti castes ; - and this is strengthened by the circumstance that at present, 
ilithe annual festivals the Idayans are called thebridegrccm's (the Oed's) family, and the 
Chettis the bride's (the Goddess's)family, and this latter connection is further explained' 

_ by the story of the Chetti girl who mysteriously disappeared as she was worshipping in thee 
·tcaple one day, and the voiceof God was heard to say that He hadtaken her UDto Hi.rdt~ 

I. ~ , . 

-, 
/ 



I 

KULATIUR TALUK 

SIVA TEMPLE IN KALIYAPATTI. 

Kaliyapatti is a small village ten miles from Keeranur and 25 miles from Pudukkottai. 
;.:and is situated on the Pudukkottai Keeranur-Kilikkottai bus route. 

On the foreshore of a so-called Samadikulam near Kaliyapatti is a small but an interesi­
ing Siva temple. It is one of the earliest stone temple built in the Chola period. 
This is considered to be one of the best among the single-storeyed temples of Vijayalaya·s , 

,age. ' 

This Siva temple (Fig. 24) faces the east. It is a compact structure containing intact 
the garbhagriha, the griva and the sikhara. The stupi and the ardhamandapa have dis.­

,appeared. The entire structure is built of well dressed granite' blocks from basement to 
finial. 

The central shrine (garbhagriha) is eight feet square. Its walls are one and a haJffoot 
in thick. They are adorned with pila&ters, four on each side. Their brackets have an 

, angular profile similar to those of theVijayalaya Cholisvaram at Narttamalai and the 
Siva temple at Tiruppur. There are no niches on the walls of the centraf shrine to house 
the usual deities. The cornice has, on each Side, two kudus, well adorned with SCfQU-work. 
Each corner of the cornice ends with a beaut,iful scroll called kodikkarukku. A frieze of 

, yalls runs above'this cornice. 'Higher up is a square griva with four niches one on each 
, side adorned with kudus above. These and the four corners of the sikhara are ornamented 

with scrolls of uncommon elegance and charm. - , 

The sikhara is four-sided and curvilinear resembling those of the Muvarkovil at Kodum 
balur. There is a layer of ratnapitha, and above it a padmapitha. The stupi which adorned­

, itis missing and its style ihould have been similar to that of the Muvarkovil. 

Of the ardhamandapa, the moulded basement alone is found in continuation of the 
" plinth of the garbhagriha. The basement of tl1e nandimandapa and traces of the usual ' 
, seven sub-shrines can be seen; 'also the basement of the front gateway an4 of the walls 
"of enclosure enclosing the whole set,of shrines. . 

The nandi figureslying on the floor should have once adorned the four cornel.S of the 
;6'£'0 and the image of Dakshinamurti of the southern niche of the vimana also lies Oll the 
, ground. 

The temple which was badly out of plumb has now been repaired, the idols of Brahma, 
Vishnu and Dakshinamurti havebeen restored to their respective nicnes in the grlva or 

"the vimana, and two ofthree stone bulls discovered in the site have been placed at the 
,·eorners of the top of the shrine and the third on a pedestal in front of the temple. 

, , 
The inscription found in the southern wall of the garbhagJliha is important. Thia 

inlCription is palaeographicaUy assigned to the 9th or early IOthcentury.- Thiru S. R. BaIa­
::Sllbrahmanyam has identified that the inscription is of the 18th year of Parakesarivarman, 

-<\Who is none other than VijayafayaChola, and-fixed the date of the inscription as A.D. 868. 
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MUVAR KOVIL . 

IN 

KODUMBALUR. 

Kodumbalur lies about 25 miles from the town of Pudukkottai, and is a famous plac~ 
. of ancient renown in Tamil Nadu State, on the road to Ktidimiyanmalaiand Manaparai-­
It is said in the Silappadikatam, and earliest Tamilepic oftbe golden age of Tamil literature. 
to have been situated ina strategic position of importance ()n the high road then in use 
between Uraiyur, the Ch.ola capital, and Madurai, the capital of the Pandyas. The TamiV 
work Periapuranamcalls it th~ chief City of Konadu, Kgnattuk-kodinagaram. It was for­
mer]Y a flolirishing capital city ruled/by a dyriasty of Velirs called Irukkuvels, who were 
collJleCted by blood with the Cho'as but politicallY were subordinate to them. IdangaIina-

.. yanar, who is reversed as one of the 63 Saivaite saints and mentioned in the Tiruthandakam'" 
by Sund.a'ramurti was a King of this Velir dynasty. He was the patron of the Saivas, and 
an ancestor oftheChola King Vijayalaya; the founder of the Imperial Chola line, and his.· 
son Aditya were connected with this dynasty. . Another prince of the line was Bhuti Vikraina, 
Kesarm who builtthe Muvarkovil. ., ." . 

. Kodumbalur has .taklen different names at different times such as Iruklruvelur (the 
town, of the IruklWvels), and Manga~al Samudram in recent times, 'when it was give~ 
away as an inam by Queen Mangammal to Dalavoy Labbmi Narasayya on the birth day­
QfVijaya Ranga Chokkanatha~ I{oweverits present name Kodumbalur isits oldest denomina­
tion which has persisted tht:ough the centuries. 

\ . 
Kodumbalur is mentioned as,'the scene Qf an engagement in· the 8th century in .. 

which the Palldya King Maravarman Rajasimha (c. 740-765 A.D.), defeated the' ,Pallava 
King Nandivarman Pallavamalla. TheSendalai records whicb are full of the exploits or 
Perumbidugu Suvaran Maran-Muttiuaiya chief and a ContemporarY and' ally of .Pallava-

, malIa-identitY him with Satrubayankara, and attributes a victory at Kodumbai (Kodumbalur),) 
as having defeated the ,¥andyas and Cheras. Satrubayankara means "the terr9r of" 
enemies", and is almost synonymous with Satrukesari mean4lg "a lion to his enemies". Thc' 
Sanskrit inscription (No: 14 in tbePudukottai State Inscriptions-1929) -in Grantha charac-

"terS ," in the Muvarkovil gives the' genealogy ofthe Irukkruvels from a King whose name 'is­
unfortunately illegible to Bhuti Vi~amakesari, perhaps the greatest of them all. He was~ 
a contemporary o( Madurantam Sundara Chola Parantalca II and Aditya II. 

, The ~uvels as the staunch allies and vassals of the Cholas, helped them in aJl their . 
. battles. The Sinnamanurplatesofthe sixteenth year (c: ,916 A.D.) o'fthe Pandya Rajasimha U' 
give an embellished account of a surprisevictorv that he won over the Velir forces at 
Kodumb~lur in a war which ended, however, in the triumph of the Chola Parantaka I and 

. "his Velirally. During thePandyawals in the reign of Sundara Chola Parantaka II, one or 
. thecomrnanders of the Chola forces was princeParanta~ Siriy,a Velir of Kodumbalur •. 

In: the reign of Raja Raja the Great, another Kodumabalur chief marched on an expedi.­
tion to the north, evidently to Nolambapadi and Gangapadi, now parts ofKarnataka State. .. 
We do nothear much of the Iruldruvels aftel the reign of RaJendra I, and nothing remain&;.' 

-DOW qfthe past glory of Kodumbalur except the Muvarkovil and . Muchukundesvara temples •. 

There is a Kannada inscription on three stones built into the bund of the holy tank ~.\ 
front. of the Muchukundesvara temple. It mentions; Vikramakesari-griham, which lWDC": 
must refer to the Muvarkovil. . . 

7 

Onthe south wall.ofthecentralshrine ofM~varkovilis a Sanskrit inscription in Gra.nthlil" 
GJwacter which gives the genealogy of nine generations of the Ii-ukkuvel chiefs of KodllDl- - ' 
balur~' The date of inscription has to be assigned to 10th century A.D." The inscriptioD'"· 
fa mutilated both at the beginning and the end. The extant portion consists of 24 lines: 
comprisins eleven full stanzas in Sanskrtt in varioUs metres, and fragments of two others ... 
_eat the openin& and the another at the end. The inscription occupies a wall space 4'JO'" 

. I 
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m height and a pilast¢r in the wall" beats no letters~ divides each line into two parts of tile 
length of 2' 8" to the left of it and about l' SIt to the right. The size of the letters is weD 
ever an inch, the ligatures sometimes ,even reaching tylo inches. The inscription ends With, 
the name of a 'chief called Bhuti Vikramakesarin and tells that he had two wives named 
. Karralippirattiyar and Varaguna, and had by his firstwife two. sons called Parantakavarman 
and Ad.ityavar~an. 

The Muvarkovil was built by this Bhuti Vikramakesarin (a feudatory of Sundara 
Cho]a) at Kodumbalur and, has nothing to do with the three' kings of the South as is 
generally supposed or with the three Saiva saints Appar, Sambandat and Sundarar. An 
inscription at' Kodumbalur tells us explicitly. that the three shrines Were actually built by 
the chief Viktamakesarin in his own p.ame and in the names of his two wives. "Havina 
built three shrines (vimanas) in his own name alid in the names of his two wives, he set up 
Mahesvara (Siva) and presented to a big matha (brihan-matham) to MaUikarjuna of 
Madurai Who was the chief ascetiq of the Kalamukha (sect) with eleven villages for feed­
ing :fifty. ascetics of the KalamukhA sect.[the Kalamukha sect is a division of Saivism. The 
KalamUkhas appear to be so called because they marked their forehead with, a black streak • 

, and they are said to be born of nara (human) and rakshasa (demonical) parents. The Kalamu­
'khas teach thatthe means of obtaining all desired results in this world as Well as the next are 
constituted by certain practices such as using a skull a!l a drinking cup, smearing oneseJ/ 
with ashes of the dead bOdy, ealing the fteshof such a body, carrying a heavy stick, setting 
up a liquor-pot and using it as a platform for making offerings to the Gods, and the like. 
A typical Kalamukha is WeariI;lg a bracelet made of Rudraksha-seeds on the arm, matted 
hair on the head, a skull and smearing oneself.rwith ashes]. Mallikarjun.a belonged to the 
Atreya gotra aildwas the disciple of two teachers Vidyarasi and Taporasi. 

The Muvarkovil holds an honoured. place in the evolution of both South Indian archi­
tectureand sculpture. Originally there were three shrines sid<? by side at the Muvarkovil 
·temple. OUt of these three. only tWo, the central and southern are now intact. Of tile 
third or the northern shrine, the basement alone remains. Each shrine Was composed 
of a garbhagriha and a- closed ardhamandapa attached to its front. The three shrines stood 
side by side in a line with the distance of 13 feet.apart from one to another. Each shrine 
is 21 feet square at the base with 32 feet high and the ardhamaniJapa measuring 18 feet 
square. , All ofth~m-facewest. ~ere was a mahamandapa 91,feet by 41 feet, common 
to allthe three shnnes, and a nandimandapa the basement of whIch has now.b.een exposed 

. to view. In front of the nandimant/apa is the base of what must have b¢en either a dVajas­
'. iamba or balipitha. -, Surrounding this. group were IS symmetrically arranged -sub­
shrines, each having a garbhagriha and anardhamandapa; the basements of fourteen 
of which are now intact .. S~rro,l;lnd!ng th~se sub-shrir:es was fhe tirumadil (boundary wall), 
a massive stonewa1l3' X4' 10 thlc~ness WIth two openIngs, one un<luDtath a ~q:.1i.la and 
another, near the north-eastern comer leading ccwri by a flight of stone steps toa citculu 
stone well 10 feet -in diameter. It is very probable that there was a covered cloi~ter all 

,round the insid~ of the tirumadillinking together the sub-shrines. " 

. Each ofthe existing two shrines ~s32 feet . h,j~h fIem gIc:u.nd Itvd.1tfY are built com­
pletely frombaseme»:t to ~~alof'well dres~(d gneifs ~lc~ks .n.tatly ~rd aCCUtately fitted. 
Their walls areS feet 10 thIcknesS. When vltw(d fIem lDsJde the ~ht1r.echnJ::u, the Ioof 
is seen to be cOmposed of a number of courses, of cut stones projecting one above the 
other. ' , 

The opening on top is closed by a single rQof slab. According to the tradition and 
report, the s~ones. of the ~ort of this place wer~ transported to Tin~chilaHalli for the' brul­
ing of the TltuchlIappalb fort, and the matenals ()f the MtwalkovJlwue used for the'con­
struction of the' 'fresh-water J:o:r:.d'in. fl()nt of the Muchukunde~wata temple in this village 
of a calingula in Minave1li village, and of the Sha tOI:lle in Tiluchitapralli. .' 

. ~ 
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" The plinth of each of the three central shrines rests on 'a lotus base. The kumudanJ 
, iscurvilineat as in all early temples, and above it runs a frieze of vyalas With projecting 
makhara heads, with human figures sporting inside their gapi.ng mouths. At eachofthe COrners 
a makhara lleadjuts outwith it.s snout coiled up and with a gandharva. The Walls aredecorat­
~d with a: series of tetragonal pilasters crowned with kumbam, kamaiarnandpalagai succes-· 
.sively. Thepalagai is large and massive, as in late Pallavaand early Chola temples. The 
.capitals are adorned wlth elegant scroll-work. The corbels are brackets with angular bevell­
ing, and the lower surfaces of the bracket-capitals is decor2,ted with horizontal rows of 
IOU ornament with a slightly raised band in the middle. But these rolls are not uniform 
.as.the Pallava structures. One of them in each corbel curves inwardly. . 

The walls in the exterior side are provided w1th niches in the middle. Over the niches 
in the walls are curved in low relief arched toranas springing from the mouths of a pair of 
.makharas. ' On top of the walls and below the cornice runs a frieze of bhutaganas, a sort of 
:Cherules playing on different kinds of musical instruments. Above the wall runs a cornice. 
whichis as in ~he Palla va structures, tl(Ick and single arched and ornamented at close 
iJl.!iervals along'its whole length with kudus crowned with trifoliated, finials instead ,of the 
:spade shaped, finials, found in the Pallava structures. In addition to this, the cornice in all 
• its corners and the kudus in it are carved with scroll work and its lower edge is also c:arved 
throughout its length with a series of small semi-circles simulating lotus petals .. Over 
the cornice are the vyalavari with heads of makharas jutting out at the corners. All, these 
,features ocour invariably in structure of this type. , 

Each of tile two intact shrines (Fig. 25) is crowned bya vimana rising in three tiers but 
<dimhiishingin size. Each tieri& being separated by a thick and single arc1?-ed'Cornice whiCh 
is similar to the tower most cornice in all its minor details. In the storey Just above the first­
~ornice, a-small structure called kutam is placed in each of the four corners with a four­
sided curvilinear roof and a small four-sided- finial above it. In the middle of each corner 
is the model of a building c~l1ed salai with a wagon-shaped roof which reaclres the second 
-(:ornice. There are pilasters on either side of the wagon-roofed tops. As regards the' 
iopmost tier of the vimancts, each hd a four-sided curvilinear roof which is ornamented on 
its four sides with projecting kudus filled with sculptured shrines in miniature in the middle 
and crowned by simhalalatas. Its corners are carved with elaborate scroll work and the 

. whole length of its lower edge had incised a series of semicircles simulating lotus petals. 
The neck (griva) below the' roof " is also four sided with a niche projecting in the middle of 
-each side. A row of bhutaganas runs round its edge close below the roof. In each of the 
,corners of the topmost storey a seated bull is plac~d faCing outwards. This is evidently to 
.how that the temple is dedicated to Siva. The roof portion terminates with two rectangular 
.labs one above the other, the lower .one called ratnapitha and the upper' one 
Jeamalapltha; the latter is drawn out into petals. On the top a finial fits into a close :fitting 
,lockets in the centre of the kamalapitha. Prom what are left of the sub-shrines we may 

. jnfer that their architectural features were similar to those of the central shrines. 

There are no lingas inside these· shrines but a complete linga, and the fragments i 
, two othe rs have been found in the excavations conducted at that site. The niches oil the 'Mllls 
~ and vim anas contain sculptures of great beauty. Siva is represented in these sculptures either 

as a ·,'\,eHific, destructive deity or a pacific, boon-conferer. They are Ardhanarisl'ara 
(Fig. 26), Vi~ad~ara-dakshinamurti (Fig .. 27),. . Gajasamh~amurti, Kalarimurt,i (Fi~. 28), 
Alinganamurtl (FIg. 2~), Ga~~adharamurt1 (FIg. 30) an~ ~lshabhanugraham~~b (FIg. 31'). 
The scu.lpture 'of Kalanmurtt IS superb. It represents SIva tn the act (;f cha~tlS1ng the God 
Yama for attempting to take away the life of Markandeya, his staunch devotee, in his 
sixteenth 'Year. The figure of the, God is fierce-looking. Varna is represented grovelling 
on the ground wit~ his [ace upturned towards Siva: Siva'~ left leg i.s placed on ¥ama 

. while the right one IS raIsed. He has four arms, the upper rIght holdIng a parasu (axe) 
While the lower one is raised and holds a pasa (noose). The upper left hand holds a black 
buck 'While the loWer one points towatds Yama (Sucihasta pose). The image of a lady . - . 

• 
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at'her toilet (Fig. 32), probably representing Mohini, is perhaps the finest of the unearthed 
sculptW'es. Except for twe in the Government Museum, Madras, and two in the Puduk­
kottai Museum, all the other loose imagesofthis temple are kept in the site as a site museum 
representing a fine gallery of early Chola sculptures. In main, they resemble Pallava 
sculptures in form, pose, and proportion of parts, but are more highly decorated, the deco­
ration b~ing simple though elegant . 

. The local traditicn that tnere were as many as 108 Siva temples at Kodumbalut is 
supported by the fact that best lingas, nandi and other sculptures have been unearthed 

. wherever the soil was turned up by ~he plough. Further the architectural skill displayed 
in the temple reins is another proof of its ancient greatness. ' 

C-l 2S7 .. 7--6 
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MUCHUKUNDESVARA TEMPLE IN KODUMBAWR. 
Muchukundesvara temple is another interesting temple not' t~' miss to vISit at 

Kodumbalur~ It is situated nearly a furlong from Muvarkoviltowards north. It is 'also 
a. protected monument. . 

. . 

. . MuchUkundesvara '(Mudukundram Udaiyar) temple is an' early Chola shrine. The­
~xcavati?ns round the basem:ent ~fthe ce~tral shrine have discloSed f~ur inscriptions, dated 
In the reIgn of a parakesan whIch mentIon clearly that the karrali or the stone templeof 
Tirumudukundram Udaiyar, the an~ient n,ame ofthe/inga here was built'byMahimalaya 
lrukkuvel also called Parantaka Vua Cholan or Kunjaramallan, who appointed priests 
to conduct w.:>rship and endow~d the temple with devadanam lands in Ollaiyurkurram and 
other places. Mahimalaya lrukkuvel was a contemporary of Parakesari Parantaka I and 
his successor-Rajakesari Gandaraditya, ana he built this temple in the 14th year of the 
reign of the Chola Emperor Parantaka I, i.e·) about A.:D. 921. '.' 

Muchukundesvara temple (Fig. 33) is built completelyofwell-dressed and close fittilll 
gneiss blocks. It faces east. Originally it seems to have been composed only' of-gar­

. bhagriha and an ardhamandapa' attached to it in·front. The closed mahamandapa, an 
, open pillared mandapa and Ammankovil standing in front of them have been added at 

a later p~riQd. In Inscription No. 144 ofthe·Pudukkottai list, the temple is stated to have 
been renovated and the st/fte idols of Dakshinamurti,Vishnu, Brahma and two Dvara­
palakas are stated to have6eeh installed evidently in the niches of the main walls, of the 
cen.tral sfuine and in those on either side of the entr,ance of the ardhamarulapa, in the 6th 
regnal year of Kulottunga III, i.e.,' about 1183~84 A.D.. The temple was built long before 
Kulottunga III; and all the idols -mentioned above s40Uld have been placed in the several 

~ niches at the time of the construction ofthe edifice but are lost through neglect. Hence 
new ones wire installed at the time of the renewal ofthe structl,1re. None of these images 
is found iil its place now but the Dakshinamurti now found, in a corner of the open mandapa 
might probably be one ofthe image~ referred to in the inscription. . 

The walls of the main shrine are adorned witl;l four-comered pilasters with kalasam. 
l'atlmam ahdpalagai on top. The corbels are decorated with a roll-mould,ing With a median 
band of the Pallava type. The arches above the figure niches are surmounted by mak!tara 
toranas. The kudus have trifoliated..finials. Above the cornices are friezes of ~hutaganas 

. and v,Yaias, from. the corners of the latter of Which makhara heads jut out. The dome 
shaped stonekutams resemble that of the Tirukkattalai ten~ple is also found. 

, 
The whole shrine is enclosed by a boundary wall (prakara) w'ithin which four small 

sub-shrines are seen standing close to the boundary wall and facing the main shrine, one 
in each of the two corners in the eastern side, one in the north-western corner and the fourth 
on the rear side of the main shrine .Images are placed in two of them, Subrahmanya in the 
sub-shrine on the rear side, and Bbairava in the sub-shrtne in the Dorthe astern corner of 
tke main shrine. No images ar~ found in the tW9 other f>ub-shrines nor' is. there anY 
gopura standing above any of the four sub-sbrines. Originally ther~ should have been 
seven sub-shrines surrounding the temple, and an image sbould have been placed in each ;­
of them. 

In the mahamandapa many images not connected with the shrine are placed of which 
a Dhara linga (Fig. 34) (prismatic linga witb sixteen faces) similar to tbe lingas of tbe 
Pallava K4lg Rajasimha's time is prominent. .TheIe is also. an image of Jyestha Devi 

. which WOuld have been an ima ge in one of the sub~shriiles. 

Thetemple seems to have been 'repaired in the 13th century when the mahamandap4 
was built. There is an ancient circular stone well in tbe temple measuring 6' 9- across, 
said to have a tunnel 2' 9- in width below, probably an inlet for water from the tad ia 
troat of the temple. - - . 
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An interestmg specImen of a nandi is also found near the main road and tIie 
path that lead to the. Muchuklundesvara temple. The large stone nandi, measuring 9' 
fro1p \ be foreleg to the tail and 8'511 round the neckl, is co:nparable for artistic skin and 

_ maj~sty of appearance with the nandi in the TanJore BrihadesvJ.raswami temple, but the 
Jatteris largeJ. Attempts to remove it to Pudukkottai proved futile, and it stands there 
itself on a platform. . 
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SIKHANATHA TEMP:eE, IN KUDIMIYANMALAI. 
, " 

KUOIMIYA,NMALAl is situated at adi~tance of 12 mil~s to the 'west of Pudukkottai, 
.... hieh jn turn ,IS 233 miles from Madras towards south, and 33 miles from TiIUchirapp,alli 

'towards east. . It is connected by bus serviees from Pudukkottai a:p.d Tirtlchirappalli. 

Kudimiyanmalai is called in earlier inscriptions Tirunalakkundram, and in later ones 
Sikhanallur.' Tirullalakkundram' means 'the sacred and prcsperous hill'. The Tamil 

, word nala which .nleans prosperity, excellence, ek, was later Sanskritised and made to 
refer to a Pur~nic king Nala, and popular fancy associated the temple with his name. 
, Sikha' is the Sanskrit wOld for Kudumi which means a 'tuft of hah '. 

The principal idol wOlshipped in the temple here is named' Sikhanatha' Of the 'Lord 
with the tuft '. This queer name i& explained in a local legend, according to which a temple 

"priest once gave his sweet-heart the flowers inten.ded for divine wOfship, and when the 
ruler· of the place came for worship unexpectedlY to the temple, offered him as prasadam 
the flowers that the lady had worn· ,The king: discovered some loose hair among them, 
and questioned the pliest h()W it got there. To conceal his offence the priest asserted that 
the God himself had natural hlit, at the same time praying in his heart that he might not 
De proved untruthfuL His prayer was .heard and Kudumi or tuft of hair miraculouslY 

. appeared on the linga. A smalJ protuberance on the idolis stilhhown to the worshipper 
as the kudumi that originally appeared to save the priest. 

In the past the village extended all round the sacred hill Tirunalakkt!ndram 
(Kudimiyaiunalai) wbich is crowned by a temple to God Subrahmanya. By the side of 
tbepath leading upto the top of the hill is a natural cavern under overhanging ledges of. 
rock!' which bears sigps of habitation in very early times. Atfoot of the rock and on its 
eastern side is the celebrated temple of / Sri Sikhanatha and Akilandesvari-one of the 
biggest in the state. . 

Kudimiya1lIllalai is full of historical associations. Th~re is a grant according to which 
, the place 'was on~e given away to the Mi:travars by the Katala Vellalars: The rock-cut 

temple, and the ir.scription in Pallava Gra~tha whicb are found here relate to' tbe Pallava 
period prior to the 10th oentury A.D .. There is.an inscription of Kulottunga ] dated" 1106 
AD. According to the Statistical Account ofPudukkottai (1813) the seven-storeyed gopura 
ofthe temple was the gift of a Pandya, and some of its mandapams\\-ere built by the 
Pallavalayars ~ho ruledar:d worshipped here~ Iv ]615 Acl.yutaPall~varayar, arasu 
(chieftain) of Valuthur and Mallappa Pallavarayar granted lands to Brahmins of this 

~ village. Malla Pallavara,ar, the son of the first of them gave presents sub!lequently 
to a dancing-girl here. In 1681 Mallappa Nayaka Pallavarayar and Seventhehtntha 
Pallavarayar were ruling·in these p'alts, and were soon after succeeded by' the Ptldukkottai 
Tondaimans who following on old customs were installed in this place till reCent times. 
Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman (1686:-1730) built one ofthe mandapams of the cave temple, 
and his minister Kuruntb~ Pill~i another part of the shrine. In 1730 Raja Vijaya Raghu­
natha Tondaiman wa§ orowned in this temple; and in 1773 his military chiefs Lingappa 
and RaghunathaServaikar dug tanks for the public,benefit. Onthe southern wall of the 
Ammaqkoil is an inscription dated 1872 recording the kumbabisheka (consecreation) 
ceremony of the two shrines by His Late Raja Ramachandra Tondaiman. 

The ancient historical and cultural objects of interest in the place ar~ (i) a rock~cut 
tom pIe called Melaikkovil, (2) a rock-cut figure of Va/ampuri Vinayaka, (3) a rock-cut 
musical treatise in Pallava-Grantba, (4) a rock-cut figures of the aruvathi muyars or the 
sixty-threc South Indian Saints with Siva-Parvati on the bull, (5) the principal shrines of 
8ikhanatba and Akilandesvari, (6) anivettumandapa and the ayirakka/ mandapa, 
aad (7) the wells, Tarnbikinaru (younger brother's well) and A.71nankinaru (elder brother' 3 

wtJl). 



The rook-cut temple consists of a cave and an outer veranda scooped out of the hill. 
'1M ,ave ,contains a cylindrical linga which is also cu~ out of the rock. It is reached by a 
1J.ight of 12 steps of which nine lead up to the veranda, and the remaining three to the 
altar. The four pillars on which the veranda rests are also hewn out of the rock, and 
judged from the central two among them which are low, square and crude represent pri­
mitive architecture. The two Dvarapala (gate-keeper) figures cut in bas-relief on the 
sides of the veranda are admirable specimens of sculptural work in stone. They stand 

·7'-3" high, crowned in the he~d, and ornamented in the ear, neck andwaist. As usually 
found in the Pallava shrines of the 8th and earlier centuries, they possess only a couple 
of hands; but the hands rest one on the hip, and the other on a club entwined by a hooded 
snake; The pillars and sides of the veranda are covered· with numerous inscriptions that 
may be palaeographically assigned to the 10th century. 

The Valampuri Vinayaka figure (Fig. 35) lies to the south of this temple. It is cut 
ill bue-1'elief on the vertical slope of the rock, nearly to the same height as the temple 
itself. It may be assignedio the pallava age. 

Between the rock-cut shrine and the Valampuri Ganesa is the musical treatise in P~llava­
Orantha inscriptions remarkable in the first instance as a peace of calligraphy-so neat 
and legible, . and uniform are the characters in the rock. The characters closely resem­
ble to those of the Mahendravarman's inscriptions at Tiruchirappalli and the South Arcot 
District, and may therefore be assigned to. the same period as the latter-early 
7th century A.D. The area covered by the inscription is 13' X 14'. 

According to the colophon it was composed by a king who calls himself the pupil 
of Rudracharya though both the preceptor and the student are now unidentifiable. 

About the contents of the Treatise, the writer in the Epigraphia Indica for January 
1914 says as follows:- ' 

, It hi divided into seven sections corresponding to the seven classical ragas of the 
time, viz., (1) Madhyamagrama, (2) Shadjagrama, (3) Shadva, (4) Sadharita, (5) Pan­
chama, (6) Kaisikamadhyama, and (7) Kaisika. Each section consists of a collection 
of groups of four notes, arranged in sub-sections of sixteen, each sub-section taking up one ' 
line of the inscription. Of coUrse only those notes are used, which are proper to the particu­
lar raga. E3.-ch group in a sub-se:;tion ends in the same note,. The note in which a particular 
raga must be ended is called the nyasa (final). That sub-section, which consists of groups 
having the nyasa for their ending note is put the last in a section. The other sub-sections 
are arranged according to the p:lsition of the ending note in the Hindu gamut sa, ri, ga, 
ma, pa, dha, ni, ; a sub-section consisting of groups ending in sa preceding one of groups 
cnding in ri and so on. . 

The imp::>rtance of this~inscription is that it is the only treatise on music now extant 
b;tw"en the elrlier Natya sastra of Bharata (4th century A.D.) and Naradi siksi (date not 
knIJwn), and the very much later one, Sarangadeva's Sangitha Ratnakara (13th century). 

Far above the rock-cut temple, but a little to the north of it, and also on a vertical 
surface of the rock approached by a narrow and dangerous ledge are found the well-known 
:ftgures of the aruvathi muvars or the 63 South Indian Saints with an image in the centre . 
of Siva and Parvati riding on the sacred bull. . 

The temples of the God and the Goddess exhibit in their principal and innermost 
pan laudable specimens of stone oarvings. In front of the Amman idol is (I hexagonal 
IfIIlndapa with a single flag stone of similar shape fixed jn the floor on which tile corena ... 
lion acrcmonies Were conducted jn former t.imes. 
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The ayirakka/ (thousand' pillared) mandapa which is .at the entranCe is now in dis- _ 
repair. In the p:ntions continuous with~he anivettu mandapa are found large images of 
Monkey Gods locally identified as Vali, Sugriva, ,and Hanuman, the Matsya, Kurma, 
Varaha and Narasimha forms of Vishnu, Manmatha and Rati riding,on parrots which i!l 
their turn are carried by ¥alis and equestrian warriors. 

'. ' 

, The Anivettu mandapa isin the secondprakara or circuit of the temple of the God.,' 
On the pillars are sculptured huge figures of Ganapati, Shanmugha (Fig. 36) Ravana with 

-ten heads (Fig. 37) Ugra Narasimha (Fig. 38) in the act of tearing the entrails of Hiranya, 
Rati and Manmatha riding on swans, Mohini enchanting sages who stand at her feet ravi­
shed, Vishnu on Garuda (Fig. 39), Urdhvatandava Siva (Fig. 40) and agam!harva. 
On the frieze overhead are cut'in bls-relief scenas of puranic and legendary significance. 

the two wells, Thamb~kkjnaru (younger brother's well) anq Annankinaru (eldelbrother .~ 
well) lie resp~ti velyto the south and northof the hill. Of these former is the better known, 
and now sup;>lies drillking water. The Annan weIlis reported to be the gift of one Thalaiur 
Nadalvar ; while the other bears as inscription which states that its 18 steps were construct­
ed in the name of one Udayappln,by two,chettiyars who came from TiruchirappaUi jn the 
time of MaUappa and SeventheIuntha Pallavarayar. ' -' 



KUNRUANDARKOVIL 

IN 

KUNNANDAR K.OVIL. 

Kunnandarkovil is at a distance of 17 miles from Pudukknttai and can be reachtd 
via Puttambur and Andakkulam. . 

Kunnandarkovil (Kunru - Andar - Kovil = the temple of the Lord of the hill) referred 
to in inscriptions as Tirukkunrakkudi has a rock-cut temple at the foot and a Subramaniya 
temple on the top. The date of the rock-cut temple may be assigned to the time of Nandi­
varn an II Pallavamalla (c. 710,-775 A.D.). In plan it is similar to the Gokarnesvara 
temple at Tirugokarnam~ It consists of an inner shrine (12'-60 . X 10'-6' x 10'-6') 
and a hall (21'-8" X 15'-2" X 8'-9") w.ith a doorway between the two (S'-g"' x 
2'-8"), and hewn out pillars measuring 5'-10" in around. 

The chief objects of interest in the temple is the figure of big Ganesa (Fig. 41) (7' high 
and 4'-11" across) with his trunk curled to the right which is on the rock .. face to the south 
of the cave, and to the north is a Somaskanda group (Fig. 42) in which Subrahmanyaj who 
is &enerally placed between Siva and Uma, is :rlaced to the left of Uma. In my o[inion . 
the figure left to Uma does not seem to be Subrahmanya, but seems to be a female figure 
with the right hand in raised position with a plate containing some fruits in it, and the left 
hand in downward position. The headdress is in the spreading manner like j ala-bhara. 
Hence it may be called Umamahesvara rather than Somaskanda. ,The two dvar8palaka5 
(fig. 43) are portrait sculptures. A fine figure to the south with royal personage (Big. 44) 
probably be the Pallava King himself or a Muttaraiya vassal of his. The other is that or 
a nobleman probably the governor of the nadu, and his features exhibit humility and 
reverence. From the coronet on the chief's head projects what according to Mr. Long­
hurst are bulls' horns. But another suggestion which is more probable is that the horns are 
those of the crescent, and are intended to recall the fact that the Palla vas, as is mentioned 
in the Nandikalamhakam, claimed descend from the lunar race of kings. 

A number of persons whose names are enumerated in the inscriptions (P.S.I. 1091 to 
1 t06) contributed to the erection of the mandapas in front called the Pottaraiyan and the 
nritta m:zndapas. A fine hundred pillared mandapa (Pigs. 45 and 46) now in ruins is of 
the Vijayanagar style, and is supposed to be fashioned as to resemble a chariot on four 
wheels drawn by a pair of horses. The second gopur~ is probably a twelfth century 
structure. The image of a Patta van (standing figure) in the front mandapa in the southern 
side represents a man who lost his life While watching the temple property, and offering are 
sometimes made to him. The temple has some fine bronzes. 

The two oldest inscriptions in this temple belong to the reigns of Nandivarman and 
Dantivarman. They refer to the feeding of Brahmins and other persons during the Arudra 
festival days. There are other inscriptions belonging to the period of the Chola ... Chalukyas, 
later Pandyas and ViJayanagar Kings. Amohg the dORors to this temple are a Tondaiman, 
called Valarthu Valwitha Perumalana Tondaiman who Jived inthe reign of an unidentified 
lC.ulasekara Pandya, Adaikkalangattar "Iso called Narasingadeva, chief of Perungalur, 
and Avadai Nayanar or PillaiPallav~rayar, chief of Perunplur. One of the Pandyan ins­
criptions is a royal order instituting a daily service in the temple called Rayarayan Sundara 
'andyan Sandhi. Another relates t6 a sale of lands to Vyapaka Siva, a disciple of th. 
spiritual head of the Naduvilmatham at Tiruvanaikovil (P.S. I. 446). Here is a record which 
relates to a covenant amons ariyars in which they agreed not to cause any damage to-the 
villagers, and not to molest way farers and tenants whenever they Were engaged in inter" 
necine feuds. An undated inscription on the (unfinished) entrance gopura in modern 
script relates to a toll of 1/16panam levied for the benefit. of the temple on every packago of 
loods coming from or going to Tanjore and TirucI:Urappalli. The above iDscriptions 
throw some light on the life of the past. 
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Kuruandarkovil is ohe of the earliest Karala Vell8lar 'and Kallar settlement. It is 
said' that the northern part of the., village b~longs to the Kallars of the Vadamalai nadu, 
'and the southern to thJse of the Temnllai nadu. The joint meetings of the panchayats -
of th~ tw:> na.iusare h~ld ill the Kunnandarkovil temple. An inscription in the temple, 
dated ab:>ut 1394 A.D. tells ofa joint m~eting of assemblies, artisans and agriculturists to 
whioh learned ani Llfiuential men were invited from Srirangam and Tiruvanaikovil, to, 
consi der the loss of life and property that the Kallars·· has caused, and to afford protection-
r 0 the people who inturn were asked to make to the temple an annual paynlfnt, and an 
o'l'~dI'g of a ring and money for every marriage celebration . 

. -

.", 



SIVA AND VISHNU TEMPLE 

IN 

MALAYADIPATrI. 

Maiayadipatti is at a distance of 24 miles from Pudukkottai in the Kunnandar koil­
'Killukkottai route and allO in the K.eeranur-Killukkottai route. It is also called Tiruvalaitu­
malai and is note worthy for a combined temple of Siva and Vishnu, cut out of a 
singJe rock and situated within one common ptakara or terraced walk infront. This Vishnu 
temple in particular was held in high veneration, being considered another Tirupati. 

The Siva temple is older among the two, and is of the Mahendra style. The upper 
aad lower parts of the massive pillars are cubical, while the middle is octagonal. The front. 
half of the cave is hall of the rock-cut shrine running east to west, while the rear half has a 
:square cell, wherein is the 1inla with a sort of ardh:amaniJapa in front, wherein the 
nandi it! placed on a pedestal. On the walls of this ardAamaruiapa are panels with 

_ figures in bas-relief including the Saptamatrika group, Ganesa, Virabhadra, Siva, Vishnu and 
Mahishasuramardani (Fig. 47). The Durga or Mahishasuramardani panel is of particular 
interest; and the Goddess here as at Mamallapuram is represented with a benign 
countenance, eight-armed, ridini on her lion, and aiming a spear at the asura. The 
dyatapalakas like all Pallan dvarllpala/las, two armed. One of them bears a hull's horn and 

. a coronet (Fig 48). Evidently this fisure represents a person of rank probably the chief 
who built the shrine. . 

According to Common report, the cave-temples in these parts, eighteen in number 
were dug out by one Nandi Raja. But according to an inscription on a pillar of the mtIha­
mandapaof this rock-cut Siva temple, the Siva temple With a hall 22 feet 2 inches by 
18 feet 4 inches by 9 feet 1 inch with a shrine measuring 9 feet by 7 feet with four pillara 
which are each 6 feet 3 inches in height and 5 feet 3 inches in circumference and a 
Nandi was cut in the 16th year of Vijaya Danti Varman, a Pallava King (c. 775-826 A.D.) 
by Videlvidup Muttaraiyan alias Kuvanan Sattan in the hill at TiruvalattUr and installed 
the linga whick is here named Vagisvara. (the Sanskrit equivalent of Tirunavukkarasu 
.called Appar) after Saint Appar. Malayadipatti was then known as Tiruvalattur. 

In the front of the rock-cut shrine is a mandapa built in the Vijayanagar· style, the 
pillars of which are slender and have corbels of the puspapodigai type. 

The Vishnu shrine with its hall 32 feet 7 inches by 32 feet 2 inches, platform or altar 
-9 feet 3 inches by 3 feet 6 inches and shrine 16 feet 8 inches by 5 feet belongs to what Longhurst 
calls the Mamalla type. The pillars here are more elegant than in . the Siva temple. The base 
is carved in the shape of a conventional lion sitting erect and carrying the shaft of the column 
-on its head. The shaft is crowned with a capital which carries a double brakets, supporting 
the architrave. The pillared hall in front of the cell contains large panels cut in the side 
walls filled With sculptures in high relief including Narasimha (Fig. 49) and Varahamurti 
-(Fig. 50) and standing and seated images of Vishnu with his consorts (Fig. 51). The cell 
proper contains the prinCipal idol, a marvellously carved image of Vishnu as Seshasayi or 
the God lying On the serpent Adiaesha (Fig. 52). The five hoods of the serp~nt are spread 
out like a canopy over the God's head. From his navel raises a lotus stalk crowned with 
:a flower on which Brahama is seated. The feet of the God rest on another lotus. On the 
wall are the figures of Madhu and Kaitabha, two demons who threatened to slay Brahma, but 
Were themselves slain, and othor sculptures represently devas. In front of the serpent cou,h 
are the kneeling figure of a Rishi believed to be Bharadvaja, and of a Goddess, probably 
Bhudevi. This fine image of Vishnu, lying down as at Srirangam on a stone serpent is 
smaller than the one at Srirangam, which in tum is smaller to Tirumayam. The two armed 
,,zvatapalakas here are also do not seem to be conventional figures, but may be portrait-
:sculptures. -

P.S.I. 943, an undated inscription records that Mangan Tenkondan, son of Sellapokkaa 
.an .Araiyar of Tem1l&avur built the Amman shrine and installed the Naociyar (I.Ushmi) 
in It. 
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Two inscriptions-P.S.I. 757 and .91H,WrjO a. gift of villages and other gIants t~ 
the Vishnu shrine by Achutappa Nayak, kin-g dt'Tanjore· (f6th century). ' 

P.s.I. 116, dated 1087 A.D. a record oftbe ~gn ofVirarajendra, mentions thal Kalak­
kudi was a devadanam village belonging to the Siva'temple here .. ·P.S.I. 904 in the Siva. 
templer~lates the story of Avudaiyan Tevan of Puccbikud,i who went to the house of a 
daqqiJ}.ggirl.at riru~edullgolam, and fincliu.gher it] thecompaIlY of a "Brahmin killed 
bOt~.qrtMm·and'losthis ~yesi~ht-in conseqtiellCe,qut recovereditOlrhis voWin[ to gran. 
la:n.d ~n,'pemetui(y to the God 'Vagisv~~~d the GoddessVadiVllllatnangai. 

There are crude paintings, now considerably defaced, on the ceiling of the Vishnu 
QI'lve-temple just above the reclining Vishnu ima.ge. In the beginning it was thou,gl. t V be 
t~ ()f .. i&tnal AA.. i~t:i1l. g w. otk of the .. palla. va.a, b. ut. the. later .. te. s.ts proved that tbo~e, ~intillFS 8fe 
not'~3tJter t~~1,1 t~e ·16th century ~ areperh4ps much m..ter. 

.- .. ,., "1~ 
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VUAYALAY~ ClIDLISWARAM TEMPLE 
IN 

NA&TTAMALAI. 

I • 

Narttamalai lies III miles> to thenorth-west of 'Pudukkottai,. in Ptldukkottai--:"Jiru­
t'!hirappalli route. Narttamalai ,is the name ,given to a group of nine low hills and a small 
Yillage that lies rested at their foot. According to folk-lore and legendry account thehiJlsare 
fragments of rocks of the Sanjiviparvata (Mt. Sanjivi) which dropped here when Hanuman 
flUag it back' from Lanka (Ceylon) after he had saved, by the .mracu1oUSrherb Salljty, 
wl1ich Jt'eW on it ... the lives of fallen berQes who had swooned on tlte battleWd. HeQCe 
the hills are said to be quite a garden of rate medicinal herbs. It is also said that miJlclal 

, formations and deposits li~e Silagit, Asbestos and Iron S\llpliate exist on the rocks. 

The :Perungalur ,Sthalapmana' ,d.erives the place;;,aameNarttamalai from ..... 
. Narada (Narada's hill) and this is perpetuated by mistakiBsthe,im.ase pIayiDa'OD theViua 
found in many parts of the village for the sage Narada's image. > Many Itorics arc woven 
round it to.showthat the ,village was found-byJ'farada. ,In the iaseriptions, it is ..rerred 
to as Naprattarmalai, , the-old,·J.ULIQe: of Ute' plate. 

Natttamalai was,inehu1ed, iA-\he,Pall~va empire for about two. centuries 7th to .9tb, bll t 
wasdil!ecdY: ad.lII,UUHered ey' the: M\lttaraiyar ehi~fs, wlloused to be ,under the control ()f 
the Palla va Kings. The cave temple at Melamalai, knewn as Paliyili ISYCIlOm was .exa.vated . 
in the time' of the Pallava Nandivarman III (c. 826-849 A.D.) by a Muttaraiya chief Satan 
PaliyiIi, SOD of ¥idelvjthcu~araiyan. There is an inscrjptien here dated· in!the; seventh 
year of the {Pallava emperor NrpatuDJavaADan (c. 84g..,.g7S A.D.).' This'reaion'muttha.-e 
afterwards heen disputed by thel'andyas andCholas tiU.abowt the middJo of the9tk century 
whenitwas.;,conqueJed,byVija}{aJaya-CiDiIlaaad inoorporated in theChola maple. ',The 
Itructural temple on Melamalai is named after Vi,;walaya. ; In the reiJll of . Raja Raja I 
fe. 98S-1!014 A.D.).rNarttamalai W8S!caUed 'Ielungu,Kula..J{ola 18am after QBe' af tile 
tides of the King. ' TItere 8lleinscripti0l1s here oftbe reignsofRajend,ra I1811dKulottuqa. I. 
In the ,.'.0£ KulottullP:III the~'wasdl18o called J(ulottunsaChoiapuram. : Dwring 
the last years of his reign, Narttamalai came under Pandyan rule. Rajendra HI probably 
recovered it, since there is here an inscriptien of his reign, but very soen it again passed 
'into, the haDds of the Pandyas. 

It is believed that after subduing the Hoysala Kingdom, and'the cities ()f Itam.1allUr 
Srirangam, etc., the Khilji general M~kkafur marched towards Madurai byway of Kadam­
barkovil at Narttamalai. N~amalai was under the rule of the Madurai Sultans fer 
about 50 years in the 14thcenturYuntiltheVij~yanagar inscriptien;,here:is .. dated . A.D. 
1431 :in the reisn of Devaraya II, and. mentions a localchie(Ambeyaraya"U4«fyar,. so». or 
Mahamandalesvaran \tirakwnara'Tirumallinatha Udaiyar, it ,came later under ,the_direct 
rule, of the Ma4ura.i, Nayaks. .We hear of'AkkalRaja" a ViJayanagar nobJ~n, with: JUs 
title (PSI. 9.11) SrimJIn MahmnarulllJisYam ..$lIlarvimall Sola NaraytmfJ1l. Immadj Akkaia4ewz 
SlllaMaharaja, who on' bis way t,p1.Ratneswaram was, persuaded to settle in this tract to 
put down the lawless·ViseI1ginattu"KaH8J's .. He livec1in afort on the NarttaDUllaihlUs. A 
pal1av~aya princess Akkacct (:Atkacciyakulam; is at Pudukkottai) by name~~pl0y,4 a 
Kallal' . warr.wr of· theKacciran k~' tovslay 'him and . bri~g ,h~r .lUs he~. ~ 
Akk31\Raj~.was.tlnls "~ed,Jlis ~t'l'en-~es~comn:ritted satt by~hrowing tAQII18,elves ~nto~a 
fite,pr«=pM.e.d~near NO~Ol:bythe side ohhe' Narttamalal hills. The '1ionc;tai~s: 
18t Narttamalai from, the P811anraYa.JlB. . ~ 

OWing to its natural advan~ges for defence it was for long used as am'11ftary.tafi6n,. 
and traces now exist of fort walls and citadels. . . 

The earliest reference to lecalassembIles are in the period-7th, 9th centurics. 1tIe 
IIararam of Narttamalai came into prominence in about the 10th century, and, as'a uaitm 
loea 1 administration flourished for many centuries. It controlled tho temples, received" 
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managed gifts for them, controlled taxation, effected sales and other modes of conveyance 
oflan<l, exempted lands from taxes, distributed among its members the revenue-survey and 

" accounts warkof the village, and fuilctioned through an executive body ofits own Creation. 
" Silaya Chettis, who ()ften bore the names of Chola or Pandya Kings, seem to have been the 
cJlief mercantile class in this nagaram. The Vishnu shrine in the Melamalai cave is called 
Padinenbhumf Vinnagaram, evidently after the Ie eighteen towns" of the Ainnurruvar, and we 
n;18yconc}ude that this nagaram was associated with or affiliated to the great corpOration 9f 
AinnlJrruvar. - . " 

The nine hills at Narttam~llai are called 1. Jtelamalai, 2. I€ottaimalai~ 3. Kadambar~ 
mala;,4. Paraiyanmalai, 5. Uvaccanmalai. 6." Aluruttimalai. 7. Bommamalai, 8. Man­
lIftitai, and 9. Ponmalat . 

. " .. Th:echiefobjectof ourinterestis found at Melamalai. Theyare Vijayalaya cholisvaram, 
Paliyili lsvarama~d Samanarkudagu. 

" Vijayalaya chQlisvaram temple is one of the earliest and grandest of the structural stone 
temples built during the·timeof Vijayalaya on Melamala1 (Fig. 53). It is having a main 
shrine in t~ centre· with siJf: sub-shrines all round facing the main shrine. The basement 

. of the seventh sub-shrine can be traced. Originally there must have been eight sub-shi"ines. 
There should also have existed a prakara wall surrounding the whole grollP with a gateway 
in the eastern side. .. . 

. The main shr~ne (Figs. 54 and 55) facing the west is built from basement to the finial of 
well-dressed gneiss blocks neatly and accurately fitted and covers an area of 1,240 square feet. 
"The "garbhagriha is circular. Its interior diameter is 5 feet· 6 inches and itS height 8 'feet. 
The wall running round it is 5 feet thick in its circular portion. There are four square pillars 
attlte four cOfners which probably be meant to support the heavy stone struoture above the 
hollow stone vimana. Round" the shrine cham~r" runs a circumambul3toiy passage 
(pradakshinal'atha) to serve. as a pa.ssage for the benefit of the devotees. The· circular 
garbhagrihais en.closed by a square structUle measuring 24 feet side to side outwardly. The 
tinga is cylindrical:, " " 

The walls ofthegarbhag~iha are ad:>rned with plain pilasters, and there arc no niches of 
,its walls for installing im3ges, which we generally found in some Hindu temples of 9th and 
lOth centuries~ " ' . ' ... '".'." " . 

, Art ardhainandapa in the form of a closed hall is att~ched in front of the main mandapa 
and has a moulded basement. "This front mandapa andtwhich is covered, is supported by 
~ix ptuars in the centre, which are cubical at the extremities but octagonal in the middle • 
. The capitals above are bracketed, and their underside is bevelled off and has a rolled orna;. 
. mept With a ~dlan b!lnd. The walls are decorated with pilasters hayjng: plain and angular 
bracket capitals. > The roof of the mand4pa is flat, composed of tit slabs dra~ out into a 
sinsle arched massive cornice which is adorBedwith kudus at close intervals throu!hout its 
teti~h. " Jns~de ,the kuausare carved human heads or animal figures and on their top is ,9 

~ifoliated::finial. ' There. are the us~h:'Pws ofbhutaganas. Over the edge ofthe rock runs a 
par~Pet wall ,decorated with a seric~of miiliature shrines 'called panjaras. Thepanjara or 
,~. ~~ ~h¢ edges are cubical in form with a fo:ur sided curvilmear roof while in the centro' 
tb'ere is a rectangular structure With a wagon shat ed roof over it. In the interspace pro~ 
bl& in front of the parapet, are dancing finial figures of ilymphs illustrating some jraCc61 
~',~J~ha'atanatya. . 

. ! 
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Th~ .spir~ above the central eil'allal' shrine is unique in style. It consists of a Circillar 
towtr fISIng Just above the roof ·of the central circular shrine. The whole structut'e ia 
hollow and completely shut out fro~ the lower shrine. It has fOUf sto~eys and each storey i. 
separllted from the n,:xt by a htavy SIngle arched cornice which is similar iII all minor details 
to the one cn the malO Wans of the outo mand{pa. Tre mofs of the 'parapet wall oveTthe 
garbhagriha and of the ardhamandapa merge with the second tiel' of the vimana. The 
topmost c?fllice is, Cil c.~lH ar.d !he sikhc<r~ ris~s ~bove the grim. 1t is de mt·stared aob 
adorned \\-lth kudu S OIl1tS four SIdes and WIth LII111al' but mislkr onc ~ b{ tWtt n them. The 
circular griva (neck) is provid{d With projecting niches in which images are pJaced. Four 
seated buns are placed at feur corners. The stone stt/pi (finial), which should have once 
adorned it, is missing noW. Among the figures in the nicht s, those of Umamahesvara and 
Vinadhara Dakshinamurti are very gractful and interesting. The Vi ria in the hands of the 
latter figure is peculiar. The' sound box' at the lower end is rectangular and not circular. 

The main entrance of the cOlttal shrine in front of the ardhamandapa has a fine floral 
design above the lintel. . 

There are two door-keepers, dvararalakas (Fi€s. :6 and 57) of great artistic value on 
either side of the entra:o.ce to the ardhamandupa, though in some temples they are placed at 
the entrance of the mulasthana itself. Dvantpalakas are five feet each in height. They 
stand with their legs crossed. They have only two arms each, one resting on a thick club 
and the other held in • vifmaya' (wondering.) p.ose. Each is crowned with 'jatamakuta • 
and loose hair radiate.soJl. either side: Thdr heads are ,alw surrounded by a halo 
(prabhavali) and ~wo ~ot'ns.1ike the limbs of a crescent J?roject on either side. They wear 
big circular ear-flngs In their long ears and are adorned WIth the usua]'katibandha,udarabandha' 
for the body, armlets on the wrists, bracelets on the upper arms and be jewelled necklaces 
on the neck. The rolled type of the sacred thHad (yajnopavita) Tuns round the left shoulder 
across the chest, rests ontl1e right hip and is ornamented With a 'series of tassels and bel,s. 

There are now six (out of the eight) su.b-shrines round the maln shrine. Each of them 
consists of a sman shrine-chamber with a cirCl.1.lar bell-~ hape d tciwer crowned With a circular 
stone finial ; an enclosed rectangular open mandapa stands in front. No image is found in 
any of them now. Each is one storeyed (eka-tala). 

There are traces of paintings on the walls of the ardhamandapa. As the edifice was. left 
in a completely neglected condition and. the whole of its ceiling was leaky for a long time, 
and due to the rain water inesLofthe paintings have"disappeaHd new, and only in few 
places they are visible in a faint and indistinct condition. 

The painting on a portion of the northern side wall of the ardhamandapa though not 
clearly visible can however be traced.. It covers an area of 8 feet by 5 feet and represents 
Siva Bhairava. The figure is drawn in a standing posture 'with a wide mouthed dog 
standing behind it. It is enclosed within two alms of an arc With their ends converging at 
the top and the bottom and their sides decorated with a series of flames throughout their 
length. It has eight hands and hold~ 3: 4amaru, a hooded serpent,.a l.ong-poin:ted lance like 
arroW and some weapon not clearly vlslble, probably khat'Vanga In ItS four nght hands ;a 
dagger, a shield, a long bow and a spouted vessel i.n its four l~ft hands .. It has three rounded 
eyes and puts· on a fierce aspect. It wears a maIled corsethke covermg for the chest. A 
sacred thread (Yajnopavita) passes over its left shoulder right across the chest and falls on 
its right hip. It wears a number of necklaces and garlands of which a long string of hUJllall 
skulls is prom.inent. It has a waist band from which four bells are suspended and two 
serpents are also mfwined round the loins with their hoods spreading cut· It has a 
jatamakuta on its head adorned with a number of ornaments. A cumber of armlets and 
bracelets are placed on allitswdsts and upper arms. In its ears it Wears ear-rings "(kun¢alas) 
and other orn2.tl1cnts u~ually found in similar figures rair.t{cl. f~cm the 17th .centutY. / 
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It is painted in dark bluish green. Two figures probably gantllrarwzs are painted one in each 
of the two comers on the top: The whole backgro~nd and all the outlines ill it are drawn 
in rich prick red cJolour. The fine brush WJrk especially found in line drawing of the 
artists of the 9th and 10th oenturies is completelY absent. The graceful poses given to 
the limbs ofhum~n figures showing a feeling for movement in the pl}.intings of the 9th and 
10th century in Southern India are also absentin it. ' 

An inscription of the 12th year of the Pandya King Maravarman SUBd~ra'Pandya Deva 
(A.D.l,228)is found on the rock to the north east of cave I (alias Samana Kudagu) and 
opposite to the group of structural shrines. This inscription mentions about the provision 
made by the Nagarattar (the corporation ofm;!rchants) of this village for-the celebration of 
the Vaigasi festival of " Uddaiyar Vijayalaya Cholisvaram Udaya Nayanar"'. According to 
Thiru S. R. Balasubrahmanyam, the Pandya inscription does not refer the cave I as it is a 
Vaishnavite temple and the cave II as it is already referrSld beyond any ,ambiguity as 
'aliyili Inaram by the inscription on the basement but refers only thts group of structural 
atone shrines, as there is no other Siva temple on the Melamalai. Moreover, "in the whole 
dYnastic list of the Chola Kings, there is 'Only one Kingwn,o bears the nam~ of Vijayalaya 
Chola. Hence it haS been concluded that this group of structural shrine at Narttamaw 
Is the Vijayalaya Chohsvaram conc;tructed during the time ofVija,yalaya Chola" the founder 
of the Chola dynasty, and the i4e~tity of the structure of its age are beyond dispute., 

The Pandyan inscription; no doubt, b;!longs to the '13th century, but it is only correct 
, to infer that it should have recordej the name of this temple faithfully as it was handed 
down by tradition from the 9me of its foundation. 

Paltyili Isvaram: .-Paliyili. Isvaram, known as Cave Temple II is a sm'ill rock-cut 
· Siva temple. It has a garbhagriha cut out of the rock. It measures 8' x 7'6" and is 6'S" 
in height. In front of it is a m::)U\ded b3.sem~nt With a m')uld~d beading above and fdeze 

.ofdancingbhutaganas. Acyclindricallinga and two dvarapalakas, tWvarmed, belonging 
'to this temple have,pow,beenexcavated~ and u')w placed OB the platform. 'An inscription 
· on the ml>ulde.d basement, dllted in the seventh year of the P<i.llava King Nrparungavarman 
(A.D. 855-896) records that the temple Was excavated by Sattan Paliyili, son ofVidelvidugu 
Muttaraiyan, that Sattan's son built the front mandapa and had a nandi installed, and that -
his daughter Paliyili Siriyanangai, wife ~f Minavan'Tamiladiyaraiyan, also called MaUan. 
Anandan, made a gift orland to the temple .. This is therefore styled Paliyili Isvaram, after 

· the name of the founder. 

Samanar Kudagu:-Cave temple J is a rocIe-cut cave popularly called 'Samanar Kudagu-
(Cave of the Jains) which is 50reet to the n(}lltb of Paliyili Isvallam. Perqaps it was originaDy 

; a Jaina cave,pf-about,the 7th centulY A.D. Now it has features of aVaishnavite sbrine 
, containing a reotanJUlar sanotuary, with a doorway and an ardhamandapa supported by 
, IlUlssive but ,rude pillars supporting bracketed capitals. The sanctuary is empty, but tbe 
.. dhaman..dapa. contains twelve wonderful images of Vishnu (Figs. 58 and 59) cut in high 

',r~ief, two on the sides and five each on the two sides orthe doorway leading to the sa.nctum~ 
The figur~s are allalike, andeaoh holds in its Upper arms a prayogachakra (a discus as ifin tile 

.' act of hurling it) and a oonch. One of tbelower arms is in the abhlyamudra, or pose 
Indicative of protection from danger, and the other touches tbe thigh. The sankha, the 
,:':,~ra,the garments and tbe ornamentation deserve praise. The twelve figures perhaps 
i~pre~* those of the twelve common names of Vishnu-Kesava, Narayana, Madban. 
Qovinda, Triviklrama, Vamana, Acbyuta, Sridbara, Padmltllbhi, Damodara, Vasudeva 

".ud Madhusudana. 
"-

. . 1n front of the temple is the moulded plinth of the m1hamandapa -with figures of ,lions 
, tllepbants, yalis and kamadentlS carved above the beading, Froman utlpablisb~d imcriptiolll 

.. _cedon tbe moulded basement'dated in the 45th year of tbe Cbola King Kulothunga I 
(1050 plus 4S=A.D. ~095)Thiru S. R. Balasuorahmanyam concludes that this temple wal 
~verted into a Visonu shrine 'at least. very close to this period, if not actually at the date 
.f eM ialaription' (1. O. a. Vol. Vm, pp. 25·26). This inscription registers a sale of laacJ 



. " ... -~ --:--:~!>~' - 35 

by th~ Nagarattarto Devan Periyan also called Mi1diIao~cJa Chola Telungaiyaraiyan tor -.h~ 
conduct of daily worsh!p to the God KarumaniJakla Alvar of Tiru!1l,rJaktovil. Aoool'diD, 
10 Tbiru·S. R. Balasubrabmanyam, the po$ition of the inscription is 'SO low and the gaps 
10 narrow that it would not have been possible for any stonemason to engrave it after the 
conStruction of the basem~t. Hance it hru to be inferred that the Inscription WtlS engraNd 
prior to thefttting up 01 tile blocb into the basements. P.S.I. 281 oftbereign of Mara­
varman Sundara Pandya I clearly mentioDs tbat the 'western. temple' was consecreatedand 
in itwer,einstalled the idols of Vishnu and tboseof bis'oonsoIts. From this We may 
conjecture that there was a temple to Karuma.niklkla Perumal, then know.o as tbe 1iruIDeJ­
Kovil or westem teJ:nple in the reign of Kulottunga I, that it must have subsequently fane. 
into ruins, and that about a oentury lateF, in the reign of Mlfav8FMln Sundara Pandya I. 
the Jain cave temple was converted iflto TirumerkoYil, aDd the idols of Vishnu and bis de,js 
were installed in it. These idols are now inissin). "\ Th~ tw~lv~ figure!i of Vishnu must ha¥e 
been cut out 'bo I'OC11 when the cave temple became a Vishnu temple. 

, . 



'J 

, . 

.j' 

"~ ' . 

. " . 

; , 

I 

SIVA, (AGAmsvARA), TEMPLB 
" IN 

PANAbt-GUDI. 

, Panangudiis a village situated about nine miles from Pudukb>ttai in .the Pudulglrottai­
Am:\avasal road and a little to the south of the world famous fresco paintings in the, rOcJg.. -
eut Ja,iJla' ~ve-temple called Sittannavasal. The temple is situated on the sout1lem bund 
.of the tanti of the village. . . . . . . " 

. 

This Siva temple (Fig. 60) is aco"nserved'monument, in external, appearance it isa 
· very small, compact but .beautiful edifice, built completely from the basement to the finial 
of'wel1-<iressed and close-fitting grimite .'blocb. It, is exactly similar to tbe structural 

· temples at KaliYapatti (Kulattur talula),Tiruppw: ,(Kulattur talukl) and Enadi (I'irumayam 
taluk), both in size and style of construction. Thisi&asingle-storeyed temple and iseolnplete 
with i's odginal nkhara and l/upi. It consists of garbhagriha and tlte ard/iamandapa. Tho 
basement of nandi mandapa and ~ne' of the subshrinescan betraoed from ruins. The 
moulded basement of the mahamantiapa which is buried,below the surface'ofthe ground can' 
also be. traced .. ' ' .. -

/. 

. ,Thegarbhagi-iha is'nine feet square' extetn8lly and five feetsquare internally. The outer ' 
"walls contain pila.sters which are decorated witb· elegant seroll work. The 'corbels are 
plain and angular. T4ere are niches on the walls of the garbhagriha,~but no idols are found 
In the~ at present. The artJlzamandopa is intact- and forms an integral part of the original -
ahrine. . ~'he cornice is provided, with "k1ldw crowa~d with trifoliated pieCes of stone. Its 

,comers-are decorated ,with scroll work. A frieze of bhutaganas is found below the cornice 
·anda frieze of yali above it, with makhara heads at thecomel s. The grim above thecomice 
Is four-sided with a niche· in the centre of each of the four sides for idols.' The niches are . 
·aurmounted byJarge beautiful kUdu ero'wned with .dmha heads projecting into the aikhara. 
· Fine' stone images oflndra,Dakshinan:rdrti (Fig.61),Vishnu and Brabma are installed in the 
· niches. Each image is one foot and two inches hi~: 

the sikhara is four-sided and curviliDear. The stone ampi is also foup-sided in keeping 
with the shape of the sikhara. 

'. Images of Jyesthadevi, Ganapati, a. Nagaandfour NandHigures were found buried 
.In the ground\ Jyesthadevi mould have been ,one of the deities of the sub-shrines of the 
or~l shrin~. -

There are three inscriptions in this temple-one of the Chola King Kulottunga Chola ill 
(ace. A.D. 1178) and another of an unidentified Maravarman Kulasekihara Pandya ~ tho 
~ird, the earliest dated in the fourteenth year of a Ko-Parakesarivarman on the nQrthera 

. wall of the temple. In the last-mentioned inScriptio~, the prelidinadeily ia gaJW 
.• Paaupdi Paramesvaran t. . 

\ 

I· 
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.fAlN <!AYI T!M.PLB 

IN 

SITTANNAVASAL .. 

Sittannavasal, corruption of SITTANNALVAYIL (Sittu means Siddha or adept, anita' 
means great or exalted) which mearis' 'th.e abode (If Great Saints' is a village nine miles 
nOlth-west ofPudu~ottai town in the TiOlchirappalJi-Viralimalai IOute .. In the village is a 
hillock which is about 200 feet in height and runs approximately north and south. On the 
western slope of the central rock there is a rock-out cave temple called Arivarkovil (the 
temple ofAlUIAT or the Tirthankara). ' 

• .<. • • 

This rock-cut temple is believed to kave been excavated in the time of the Great Pallava 
King Mahendl'avarman t (640-670 A.D.). From the fact that among the numerouS caVe 
iemples made in his time, this is the only Jaina temple, while all the others-are <ledicated 
to the Hindu Gods, it seems probable that this was made early in his reign. when he was a 
Jain, befoIe his conversion to the .Saivite faith. An inscription of the time of the Pandya 
·King Avanipasekara SIi Vallabha, on the rock to the south of the cave-temple, describes 
the.construotion of a mUkhamandapa in stone in front of it, the plinth of which.js still 
intact. An- easy climb of about hundred feet over the sloping rock takles the visitor of the: 
entrance ofth~ cave-temple. 

_ The plan and construction of the temple in all essentials resemble the other well-known 
, Mahendravarman' cave temples in South India. The rock-cut cave consists of a garbha­
griha 10' square and 7' 6" in height, and an ardhamandapa in front, 22' (i" in leqgth~ 

. 7 ' 6 " in width and 8 ' 6" in height, both facing west. A doorway, 5 ' 6 " by 2 ~ 6 " approa­
ched by a flight of steps flanked by .$.urulyalis leads from the outer hall to th~ sanctum. 
The facade consists of two massive pillars in the middle and two pilasters, one at either 
end. The pillars are typical ' Mahendravarman Pillal s ' with a cubical base and top (two 
feet squale) the middle third being octogonal. The pilasters are of the same design. The 
pillars carrv massive' Pallava ' corbel capitals with bevelled edges. The lower surface ·of 
the corbels including the bevelled part are adorned with roll ornaments or flutings op either' 
.idewith a- plain median band in the centre. The lOCk! above the pillars is carved in th'C· 
form of a massive beam, in front of. which plojects a single flexured cornice. . 

- \ . 

On either side of the doorway to th e inner shrine al e ornamented pilasters enclosin, 
two niches, one on either side. These pilasters are smaller but of the same t)'pe as the 
pillars. They have on the upper cuoical parts of the outer face lotus medallions caryed 
in bold relief, a usual feature of this type of cave-temples. There is.a large niche in eac~ 
_fa. northern and/southern walls in the front-hall. 

The niche on the southeln wall ofthe outer hall contains a figure in bas-relief, nude and . 
lea ted cross-legged, in the meditative pose. The hood of the five-headed serpent above . 
its head denotes that it is the image of Parsavanatha, the twenty-third Tirthankara. Th. ' 
figure on the opposite wall, placed in a similar niche, ~ated in the same pose with a single 
umbrella oveI his bead, is designated Tiruvasiriyan or the Great Acarya in a Tamil inscrip-
tron on· the eastern'face of the bottom of the pillar in front ,of it. . 

, On the backi wall of the sanctum above the middle line of the wall are threeima,eI 
carved in Ielief, all in the same seated meditative posture. The northern and central fig.ure. 
have triple umbrellas, showing them to be Tirthankraras, while the southern has a sinaN 
umbrella, and probably represents a Cakravartin or an Acarya.' 

I 

The ceiling of the· sanctum shows a Wheel with a hub'and axle wh~h no doubt repr,-
.ontl the dharma' cakra or Wheel of the· laW. .,.. 
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The whole cave, consisting of the walls, ceilings, cornice, beams and pillars Were 
oriainally c()vered with plaster andpaintings,and· the sClllptures 'also were covered wiJb 
painted stucco. Now those on the walls have perished, and onl~portions of the paintings 
on the ceilings, beams and the upper parts Of the pillars alone remain intact today. Ihis 
painting was discovered by the late Mr. T. A. Gopinath Rao and Prof. G. J. Dubreuil 
of Pondicherry· "" '- ' 

The paintings above the threeimages in tne sanctum is intended to serve as eanopy 
"bichis nine feetb)' three feet. The,design suggests a green carpet With red striped borders 
bnallsides and is decorated wjth a series of irregular circles arid squares interlinked. Within 
the squares are conventional designsoflotus flowers, and inside the circles are svastikas­
crO$SCS with bulbous ends resembling the 'Ujjain'symbols on old Andhra coins.., A1?ove 

,the I.t()rizontal arm of each cross are two human figures, one on-either side, and below the 
.rmaretwo lions, one on either sjde, and facing outwards. Both patterns are green with 
black outlines on a red back-ground. . 

, ..C;l,rp~t c:m).pies of different patterns are painted on the ceiling over the two images 
ipth~ ardlum:l'llapa.. That over Pa.rsavanatha has both natural and conventional lotus' 
ftoWers~ 1he former in full blossom against a lotus leaf background; , That over the acarya' 
has onlyc:lnvention:ll designs of green lotuses outlined in white and black with bla.ck 
dots.; they are now mucn faded and defaced . 

. 'In t1t~ ~.;ntre of the-ceiling of the ardhamandapa and in the front part of the ceiling 
o(the inn~r shrine, upto borders of the carpet canopy, We find the principal painted SCene 

, of the Lotus-pool, containing water-lilies and lotuses, (Fig. 62) signifying an aspect of-Jaina 
'mythoJogyand betieved to be Samavasarana TatJk· This.tank i~ the Khatikablmmi or the 
rcgion ofwa.ter in the Samavasaranaheaven in Jaina mytliology. Thewholebackground 
Is formed by the green leaves and the black stalks of the lotuses and the water lily. Against 
this.are depicted with the. utmost. realism red and white lotuses (nel~mbium speciosum) 
aadred wJ.ter-Jilies (NymphaeapuhJCens) at different stage~ of blossom and bud. In 

• theif;midst arefound some matsyas (fish), halflSQS (geese), {Fig. 63) cranes,a makhara, three 
bUlls (M.J. Dubreuilcalls them buffaloes), three elephants and three men, who are 
ptobtibly Bhavyas, each' holding a lotus· in his hand.' 

. .' 'N~ar the n~rth-west corner of the tank are two Bhavyas. Theywear only loin clothes, 
, their ears arelobed, and hair is cut close and parted in the middle. One of them red, out­
. UnediDblack, ahli~ plucking lotus jbw~rs with his right hand and has a bas.ket of flowers 
sluhgDn the ,other. ' His companion is orange outlined. in black, and carried a lotus in o~e'l' 
hand, While his other armis' bent at the elbow, the fore and little fingers forming the iffi- " 
rintUtirCLor d~er-gesture. The third Bhavya, near the sOl,1th-west corner, extremely beauti­
ful figure, orange in colour and outlined in blaok carries a bunch of lotuses by their stalks 
over his left shoulder and a long stalked lily_ over his right. 

The pose and expression of these three Bhavyas have a charm and beauty which com­
'~latte1\tion. The colours of their bodies h~ve a significance and so have those of the 

. ~lllalsdepicted inthe tank .. Accordin~ to Jaina belief Pita Lesyam (orange) 8ukla Lesyam 
.twbite) and PadMa L~syam (Lotus-red) are the Lesya (the colour of the soul)()f pure souls, 
While Krsna (black), Nila (indigo or dark-blue) and Ki:Jlota (grey) are the Les'ya of wicked 
sOws. 

. ' 

. There are also some more important paintings on the pillars worth mentioning. 
Qntho front face of 1Jle southern pillar is a beautiful figure of a dancer (Fig. 64) her left arm 
stretched out gracefuny in. what is known in Natya-Sastra·· as the danda or loll.lhasta or 

.' latavrsika gesture, and her right arm bent at theeIbow, the palm held in the Abhaya 
pose. Her ears are adorned with patrakundala or olai or rings se\ with gems, and heramrs 
decked with bracelets and bangleS'. The col oar of the body is yellow, the outlines are 
dark r~ and the back-around red. ~ 

, 
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Perhaps even more graceful is the other dancer on the front race of the upper cubical 
Of tho northern pillar. Her coiffure is artistic, ,the hair is parted in the middle and done 
up into a chingnon at the back, adorned with a few ornaments and a number of flowers 
and petals of the Pandanus. The ears are adorned with rings. set with gems. She wears 
necklaces of various kinds, and her arms are adorned with wristlets and armlets. She hes . 
her left arm in the gajahasta gesture suggesting an elephant's trunk, whil~ her right arm' 
is bent at the elbow, the palm facing outwards in the abhaya gesture. These two gestures 
suggest those of the two' arms of N ataraja. The colour of the body is yellow, the out-
lines are dark red and the (back-ground red. I 

These two animated figures,with their broad hips, siender waists, and elaborate orna­
ments, recall the· beauty of the apsaras of mythology; their pose and expression suggest 
rhythm and dynamic movement. 

On the northern face of the ~outhern pillar is a portrait group of a king and queen 
(Fig. 65) .. They are identified as Mahendravarman and his queen. The kin~ has an ela- . 
borate kirita (coronet) 011 his head, and a p.ltrakundaJa in one ear and makharakundala 
in the other. Round his neck there are a few necklets. His demeanour and his diadem 
indicate his royal status. Behind him is his queen, her hair made up in a sort of top-knot . 
(d%am.>nilla). BJtih these figures are yellow. with dark-red outlines, and the background 
i.green. In front of t~em is a human figure coloured red-too faded to be identified. 

There are also paintings on the corbels, beam and cornice. On the corbel are scroll 
designs with lotuses. The paintings on the cornice, which-projects in front of the manda­
pa, is mlde up of carpet deSigns with conventional lotuses. . The surface of the cornice 
in front of the two pillars bears a hamsa or mythical swan. On the northern wall below 
the cornice, on a patch of plaster are the figures of a trident, fruits and flowers in 
yellow a~d red. 

The technique employed here is known as Fresco-secco or painting in a medium of 
lime, while the Ajanta and Bagh are of tempera technique .. The Sittannavasal plaster 
is firmer and better consolidated than the Ajanta one (S. Paramasivam in studies in Indian 
Paintings). The ground was prepared by a coating of rough plaster (rich pure lime and 
fine. angular grains of sand as an inert material) to make the surface of the dressed stone 
even. No organic biriding medium like drying oil, gum,glue, albumin or Casein is pre- . 
sent in the plaster. Over this a thin coat oflime-wash was applied while the plaster was 
still wet to ensure proper binding between the layers. The lime-wash was spread just 
before it was painted on. Vegetable colours, sensitive to lime and other alkalies, could 
not be used, and, obviously therefore. earth or mineral pigments were used. This fact 
limited the choice' of colours. The chief colours used are black, green, yellow, orange 
blue, and white. The substances used for these pigments have been found on analysis 
to be wood-charcoal or lamp-black for black, red ochre for red, yellow ochre for yellow, 
lapislazali or ultramarine for blue, terre-verte fQr green and lime for white. Evidently 
pigments which were locally available and which· were compatible with lime have been 
used. 

The Sittannavasal paintings carryon the tradition of the well-known Ajantafres. 
coes of the first seven centuries A.D., the Ceylon Sigiri)'a frescoes of the fifth century and 
the Bagh frescoes in the Gwalior state of the sixth and seventh centuries A.D. Sittanna- _ 
vasal is therefore an early example of the Ajantan or post·Ajantan period, and in merit is 
compares well with Ajanta and Sigiriya. We 1Jlay safely say that the wall paintings at 
Sittannavasal forms the only group of Jain paintings in India of the 7th century A.D. 
executed on the Ajanta style. . 

,-
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SRI VYAGRAPURISVARA TEMPLE 

IN 

TIRUVENGAIVASAL. 

• 

The village Tiruvengaivasal is three miles frorrl Pudukottaiand is situated in the villa,. 
which lies in between the Pudukottai-Manapparai and Pudukottai-TiruchirappalJi route. 

Tiruvengaivasal is a well-known and an ancient place~of worship. The name means 
the 'Sacred place or gate of the Tiger' and refers to the story of the God Gokarnesa of 
Tirugokamamwho here tpok the f<Srm of a tiger, to ten.:ify and finally grant salvation to 
a cow,that daily brought the sacred water fo\ his ablution (see und(}r Tirugokarnam for an 
account of theJegend. Page 10). 

Them3.in shrine fages east. It ha~ been renovated, and the original structur~ should 
have been an early- Chola structure. The reason for this conjecture is the presence of the 

. Saptanlltrika group, and other old idols within the cloister in the southern jJrakara . 
· The" present structure is ,of the Pandya style of -the 13th .. t4th centuries. The pilasters 
are PJlygonalin section with square bases having .'. nagapadmas; the padmas are drawn 
out into idols, and the corbels are of.the pushpapodigai ,type with rudimentary buds. 

There are niches in three sides of the main shrine. The niche in the north is empty, 
while the w~st c:mtain a standing Vishnu. In the place of the south niche, a small roofed 
structure is constructed with the help of some fallen pillars, and an idol of Gnana Dak­
.rhin~murti{Fig. 66) is installed. This idol ofGnana Dakshinamurtj has rare iconogfaphie 
features. 'The deity is in seated pose with his left leg kept in utkulikasana posture, a 
post~resuitable for concentrati('>n. It has four arms, and the front left arm is stretched 
on the left leg, which is unusual. - ~ .-

There is an ardhamandapa and a mahamandapa in front of the main shrine of Sri 
Viyagrapurisva.ra. To the north of the an far ala mandapa is the shime of the Goddcsi 
Sri Brihadambal, facing south, which is late Chola or early Pandya structure with square 
pilasters, simple idals, square palagais and tenoned corbels. The s6uthem part of this 
mandapa contains modem bronze idols now carried. in the temple processions. ,Th. 

- mahamilndtipa is a Chola structure with pilasters as supporting large palagais and 
· corbels- with tenons. -

At the main 'entran~ in the east to the temple is a manda,a with massive pillars 
supporting carved lions on its top. The base of the gopura is of the late Pandya style, 
but the u,per part has been reconstructed: . 

In the southern prakara' there is. a shrine facing west containing an interestin, 
-, JCulpture of Subrahmanya (Fig. 67) in bas-relief in the virasana pose; the upper right 

hand holds a rosary, and the uP~r left a Sakti or spear; the lower right hand is.inthe, 
tlbhay~, pose. and the lower left hand rests, on the thigh. Within the cloister of the 

· .outhem prakara is an idol of Yoga Dakshinamurti, Subrahmanya with two anDa, 
twoGanesas, two lingas with their yonipitha and a Gajalakshmi. -

In the northern prdkara is a shrine facing west and containing three sculpturea 
of Bhairava, Suryaand Subrahmanya. Another shrine is in the sarno prakara towards 
the. weste.rn end facing towards· south, and contains a four armed Subrahmanya with 
bil consorts-Valli and Deva-sena.. A mutilated loose sculpture of Bhairava is also in 
the northern prakara. 

Neat the southern entranCe is a shirne built in the reign of Raja Rama.chandra 
Tondaiman, in whlch is kept the idol of Amman, slightly mutilated in its left hand. It il 
.aid that when a new idol was installed, the old mutilated' one was about to be thrown 
into the tank to the south of the temple, and that Amman appeared before tho Raja in. -
Meam.ani directed him not to cast it awaY but to preserve it in a shrin~ whi.h tla, pfO, .... 
ltaja dicl. ' , 

/ 



There are IS inscriptions in this temple ; six are Chola~ seven Pandya, one of the Vijaya­
.tagar and one of the Pallavarayar's period . 

.The earliest inscription in this temple of Sri Vyagrapurisvara is dated in the reian 
of Raja Raja 1(1011 A.D.) and refers to the God as Tirumerralai Perumal or 'the Lord 
of the western Shrine'. He h calledCudpmani Vitangan in an inscription of the reign 
of ~iendra I (1037 A.D.), which also. mentions the AlLman ~hrine which was probably 
built in this reign. Sadjran feasan, also called KuHottunga Chola Kidara.ttaraiyan, conse­
'crated a linga called pfter him Sadira Vitanga", and instituted a festivpl, atwbich plays 
were enacted (P.S. I. 139 of the reign of RPjadhiraj~ II, dated 1175 A.D.). Anins(fiption 
of the reign of Raja Rajp III reco,ds·that land endowed for 11 festival was to be &l1otted 
in equal shares to the God Vyagrapurisvara or, Tiruvengaivayiludaiya Nayanar and to the 
God Sadira Vitangan and his Amman. Four inscriptions refer to Santi kuttu or dances 
performed, in the temple festivals to induce a feeling of re{>ose. ,Those who played this 
dance were also e;alkd Sar.tikutti. The temple seell'S to have been very rich and had deva­
dana lend in the villagc.s of Penmdanaiyur, Sellikudi, MayHapur (now called Mpyilappatti), 
Ocumanimangalam, Tiruvetpur (now called Tiruvappur), Ka va la manga lam , etc. An 
inscription of the time of the Vijayanai;8.f prince Kampana records the grant of Padikaval 
right& by the temple authorities and the residents to a <hier of Irumb.pli. Tiruvt'ngaiva-sal 
had both a Sabha or Brahmin assembly, and an' Ur or common village or town assembly, 
during the centuries of Chola an~ ,P8ndya rule. 
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SUHRAflMAN'YA IfEMPLB 

, IN 

, VlRALlMALAI. ' 
• '.-<:' 

, 'Vinpmalai is situated about 26 n'iles from Pudukk~ttaj, and is about 18 niiles frem 
tiruohirappanfon the high rQadt<' Madurai. Ids a well known phu:e thrcu,glQutSoutb 
IDdiaforits LqrdSubrab.n1anya temple onahil1(lck (Figs. 68 and 69). Viralimalai i~ a 

, (fii!::UPtion of Viraliyurmalai or the' 'Hill of ViraUyur'. Viraliflf.alai also takes its, names 
~'ftoina 'bold rock'of 'beautifuUybanded micaceous granite gneiss' which it contains. ' 

~.< : '-"' '- '. 

"The origin of this temple is ~scribed to Jmma varodaya, 2 native of Vayalut, si.x miles 
to tho'westof Tiruchirappalli. When he was a lit1;le'boy, 'he played the truant one day to 
ese.pebeins flogged at,school"and hid himself1>ehind the idol of Subranm2nya 1n the 
,;;eDiple;at Vayalur. 'There he remai.ned shut up for theroght unseen by templeseIvlults, 
whep.the: God SubrahmanY2 appeared to hilI' and bleFsed bim with the gift of poesy. ,On 
the next morning his parents discovered him in the temple arid were delighted to find thai;' 

, ,he ~(t' 'Sl,i.<ldenly become learn~ and wise. 

"Sometuneafterwards, God SubrahIllanya, so runs 't1!e story~ came a,hunting,tothe 
" .' tJ"actn~w called Viralimalai aceo,mpanied by this gifted boy, and found the country so 
" ,c~ng that the God told the boy in a vision of l1is wish to h~vei 8 temple l:luilt for him 

on ,the top of the hill atVirt'linwlai.,, Thereupon the boy Inana, v~rodaya communicated 
this good news to Alagiya Manaval~ of Pera~bur, who' was then the chieftain of this tract. ' 
Alaliya 'was also granted a ,vision of the, LQrd in answer to a hymn ()f the. 'boy' , but the 
vis,lQn'was so .da~ling that'the chieflQst his ~yesight for a.while; . The chief built the temple. 
a'ndbecame one of Iris most devoted worshipper. ,.The, boy Inana . varodaya became the 
fi;st.'ti'Ustee of the temple. Portions of the temple were extended by the Kumaravadi and 

',' ,~arlmgapurich~efs,whowerethe vassjlols of the MaduraiNayaks. Laudatory songs are 
",:~&tm,ung,iilPr8jse ofthe Perambu~chiefs d:uringone of the temple ,festivals at"tht{ Eastern 
~,~I'~mandepa' . 

. " 

One Karuppamuttu J:lillai, a minister of one of the Kumaravadi chiefs was in the ha bit 
of vi,siting the temple every Fri4ay. once after'he had set out from, his houseJ he found 
.ha~·on"ccount of heavy showers, a tank 'had 'burst and the Mamundi stresm,lying bet- ' 

, ;,' . 'ween Kumaravadi and IIViralimalai, had become ubfordable. He concluded that he had ' 
, to sper:id the night without meals an~ what was more important to himwithQut smokina. 

The Ood~ however, appeared before him in human form,'kiildly supplied him With a cigar 
: 'and light, and arranged for his visiting the'~emple that night without difficulty. The gr~te­

tnt. devotee ordered that henceforth 'cigars Sllould tie Offered to the God ,at the time of 
, the taS'tpuja of the dayatong wit~ food ando~her eatables 'and distributed among the 

btahrilins an,d otli,ers visiting the temple~. It is said that, after the ,tract passed into the 
~.;of the Tonti8imans, a riller of Pudukkottaiordered the offering of cigars to be 
sfoppooasinappropri8te to such a superior deity as Subrahnlanya, and that is said to have 

'a.ppoaredto thc3 tuler' in a, dream, exhibiting~' his injured bodY'lInd explained that' it was 
, ,/ ,bllpossiblOfor him to get on without smoking, with the result that the "igar eifereing was 

. ' .. ,porqii~to be continued. ' 

" " .. ' Arunagiri, thegreatSaiva Saint who is believed to have li1(ed in the .mlddl~ of the 
',15th century~ visited V~liUJalaj, anel s~ng I'n pr8is.e oUhe God herel"expressing solJlCof 
",' his mystio experiences in his famous hymns cal'~ Tiruppugal. . 

Su,brah:m8nya MudaliY9'r, son of'Ekanayaka- M~daliyar 9f Kunriyur, ~h the 
...• i~s of VijayaRaghunath8 Raya Tond8;iman, were greatly. devoted to this tempJe. 

aiJdJ.!he hero of a vorsedramacaled Viralimalai /(uravanji which i~ stiU'staaed 
", alu),¥*~yby~heda.n~ gifIs here. . , , 
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'rho ascenG to the top of the hitl is made by,a series offlights commencing at an entrance 
close to',the ahanamandapa~ To the north of the first landing, about half-way up. 
there is a natural cavern in which there is now p shrineconta,inillB a linga, an Amman. 

- Oanesa, etc. At the tOl is a, mdndapa from which one enters the main' goplfra, facing r 

south. More steps lead to the northern prakara., The idol of Sri' Subrah!nanya has six 
faces and twelve hands. The God is seated on ,a peaco"k, with the two Ammans-Vam 
and Devasena, standing on either side. Th~ maM(lpaS are of the Madurai style, ~ll" tbe 
one of the extre~ east affords a pE'noramic view of the country round' as far as the 'J'ir ucbi-
rPppalli rock fort, ' 

, Some panels containing dancing figures'in bas-relief evidentlybelcnging to 'a ruined 
early Chola ten,ple at KOdumbalur, have been built int'o.the walls -of the northernpra­
kara. The two lion-pillars in the ahanamandapa at He feet cf t1 e hil1 ?-re cf the 
Pallava type, and probably brought from the ruined Aintalai or Aivf.lkevil at Kodum-
balur.· ,. 
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BHUM1SVARA TEMPLE 

IN 

. VlRALUR .. 

. . 'Viralur lies on the trunk road from Tiruchlrappalli to Madurai. It is three miles ·from 
.. KodUlrbaluf, and a mile an:d 8 ha If from Viralim?lai, which is 18 miles fronJ Tiruc}:lirappaDi 

and 26 miles froin Pudukkottai. . In the past, Viralur was a part of the larger village of 
Viraliyur or Viralur mentioned in the Tiruppugal, which also included the modern village 
of Viralimllai thGit has grown up round the tem,le on the rock. The moderil· vitl?ge 
ofViralim-'dai w~s then knQwn asV;raliyurmalai.. . . 

. Viralimalai is now famous for the, temple of Subrahmanya on the hill ; but the small 
Bhumisvara Siv? temple (Fig. 70) of Vir?lur is of greater antiquarian importance pnd 

'Jntetest. This temple has been considered as ~n early Chola temple .. 

The Bhumisvara temple faces the east. It is a karrali of the single-storeyed (eka-tala) 
va{iety. The main shrine and the ardhanundapa are of th~ early Chola period, while 
the mahamandapa. with the Amman shrine to the nortb are modern structures. The 
garhhagriha is square. The plinth (upapitha) h1S simple moulding with a three sided 
1cumIItIam. The walls of the garbhagriha are adorned with tetragonal pilasters, with the 

. 'usu,al components, kal, tadi, padntam, idal; palagai, etc. The abacus is large and massive 
with a plain mouldin!!, and the idal below is not carved into petals. The corbels ale simple 
with plain bevelled-brackets. The cornice is thick: and single-aiched and with a number 
of kuduicrowned with sfmlza mUkhas. Above the cornice there is a yali freize. There are 
three mdles in the three sid~walls of the garbhagriha. Each niche ha3 been surmounted 
by a plain arch. In the northern niche instead of usual Brahma, there is a sculpture of 
it standing Bhikshatana (Fig. 71) which was originally housed in one of the sub-shrines, 
and a· standing scu:lpture of Vishnu in the western niche. Dakshinamurti which might 

- have been housed in the southern niche of the main shrine is lving on the ground of th@ 
compound outside the temple. Sculptures of a Jyestha and a Ganesa, probably of the 
sub-~hrines, are also found here. 

The ardhamandapa has no niches in its walls: The viinana over the sanctum is 
of the circular type with a circular griva, a bell shaped sikhara and a circular stupi. 
On the four sides of the griva, are niches, and on the four si4is of the sikhara are four 

·large kudus SUFmounted by simhamukhas which are supported by the niches below. These 
niches are now empty. The stup; rests on two layers of lotus petals. The y;mana is 
hollow inside. . There are traces ofsub-shdnes all round tae main shrine. 

. Unfortunately· there are no inscriptions anywhere in this temple. ' But .consideriDj 
the architectural features,it can be assigned to the early ehola period. The notewoltAy 
features of this temple is the simplicity in its structure the nobility in the sculptures. aDa 
1M. bea\1tifulbeU·shaped sikharacrowned by a ,bulbous atupi. 



MAItGASAHA vBsVA:RA niMPLE IN VISALUR. 

Visalur is'22 miles from PudukJoottai.8 miles fromK.eeranur on the Keeranur-Killu .. " . 
~ottai road. ' 

Visalur has long beeil famous as the meeting place of'the caste'panqhayats of the 
Senkilinattu Kallars. The ancient banyan tree here, with about hundred stems, was fot 
~nturies the rendezvous of the Kallars, who met and planned their decoities anddeprada .. 
tions, and took oath$ of loyalty to their chiefs and clans.. Oaths taken here were held 
hinding, and no Kalla would utter a fals~hood within some fudongs of Visalur. According 
to tradition Visalur was originally a Vellala village. A Kalla of a neighbouring village 
asked for the M:nd o~ a Ve1la~a girl, but ~er -father.1mthim off with eV8sive replies, tlil!i1 
all the .Vellala inhabItants IDlgrated to another village.' One Vellala, however, was m 

,love with a dancing-gid of Visalur, and continued to pay stealthy visits tQ her. He was 
discoverd and lWIed ; and the dancing-girl thereupon committed suicide. But these ,two 
lover's love became immortal, and the two lov~rs are still worshipped as Pattavars. A' 
K.aruppar, a deity from Malabar who'was on his way to Nlgapattinam, later settled here, 
aad is now Worshipped along with the Pattavars. . . 

The Siva temple here is a karra!i and single storey (eka-ta/o) structure similar to those 
ai Kaliyapatti and Tiruppur. Though plain and simple, it is a grand structure and VetrJ 
well preserved. ' 

, 
The garbAag,iha and ardhamandapa are of the same date, and they stand on a 

plinth which has ,plain mouldings. There are no niches in the walls of the main shrine •. 
Its walls are adorned with four simple pilastel's which are tetragonal with square,pa/agail 
aDd bevelled corbels. The cornioe is single curved (arched). and adorned with kudzu· 
aurmounted by simhamukha.9. There is no bhutagana frieze below the cornice ; but 8 
yali frieze t. found above it. 

The gtIT!Jha8,iha is a· square of 8 feet 6 inches in exterior' sides and 4 feet 8 inches 10. 
the interior. . . 

The grfva of the, vimana is square and has four bulls at the four comers (Fig. 72) •. 
The figule-niches in the griva arel!{owned with kudus surmounted .with lion-heads. 
The southern niche contains a sculpture of Dakshinamurti, that in the west one of Vishnu .. 
and that in the north one of Brahma. The ~ikhara and the Mupi are four-sided ; and 
thelatter is placed on ratna and kamala[lithas. . 

, The ardhamandapa projects forward 5 feet 6 inches in.the saD;1e axis, and is 'Of the: 
. l8meage.· ',' . 

The 1Iftlhamandapa is a centurY or '10 later in date .. 

The whole structUIC from basement to finialis covered with lime-plastcp '(Pig. 73)" 
which hides not only the inscriptions but also the decorative motifs. Half a dozen inscrip­
tions have been copied so faJ;, but thefare inc9mplete ; one of the reign of an unidentified. 
K.ulottunga Chola, one of an unidentified Jatavarman Vira Pandya and atwther of an 
unidentified Vira Pandya. The others are fragments and are undated. 

The Amman shrine isa much later structure. There are two poluait.llc1&lptures.-o_ •. _thin t~ Amman shrine and the other in front of it. ' . . . . / -
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TIRUMAYAM TALUK. 

BALASUBRAHMANYA TEMPLE IN KANNANUR. 

KatmanUf, also known as Rangiyam Kannanur is a village at a distanoe of 17 miles 
from Pudukkottai and about 2 miles fnside from the main road to Rangiyam from Puduk­
kottaL There are two temples close to each ~ther on the eastern bund of the large tank 
or the village. The one close to the bund is the Bllasubrahmanya temple and the other 
is dedicated to Vishnu. Both the temples are conserved monuments and of considera ble 
ar chit~tUlal interest. 

The original temple of Balasubrahmanya contains a garbhagriha and ardhamandaJIlJ 
which are early Chola structures belonging to the 9th centurv. Orginallv the temple should 
be surrounded by a wall of enclosure, of which only the basement and the pillars of the 
main gateways 'can be seen now. 

This temple is a complete structural stone temple of the svayampradhana class witll 
Subrahmanya as the main deity. The garbhagriha is square, each side meast1ting twelve 
feet six inches externally. Its walls are thick and they are adorned externally with pilasters 
which resemble those in the Siva temple at Tirukkattalai and have elegant scroll ornaments, 
kalasa, kumbha and palagai. The corbels .have an angular profile. There is a frieze 
of bhutaganas below the single-arched thick cor.nice (kodungai) wh~ch is also dec9rated 
with kudu~ having beautiful scroll work. Over the cornice is a frie.ze of standing yalis. 
There are niches (deva-koshtas) for deities in the outer walls of the garbhagriha, but they 
are now empty except the southern one which contains an idol of Dakshinamurti. 

This temple is a single storeyed type. The vimana over the central shrine (Fig. 74) 
:8~ds on a circular basement, and there are four niches in its griva portion which have 
scrolled kUdus crowned with simho heads on the fout cordinal points. Images are found 
.only in two ofthem and they are beyon ilenffication due to it weather beaten condition. ' 
At the four corners of the griva are fout figures of sittin.g elephants, the vehicle of SubraJ1.. 

.m8nya. 

Generally, SUbrahmanya has the banner of the cock which is held in the hand with 
peacock His vehicle standing be~ind. But the Sangam l~ terature of th~ Tamils and some 
.ofthe aganta! and PUranas mention alsothe elephint as HIS vC.oJolcle. GaJavahana (elephant 
-rider) being one of the important names given to Subrahmanya, this is evidently an emblem 
.of the presiding deity, viz., Balasubtahmanya. This temple is one of the Fare temples 
which has the elephant as Subrahmanya'sv~hicle. ' 

, The slkhara is bell-shaped with a, beautiful curvature, convex followed by concave 
. surfaces. The likhara resdmbles that of the Kadambar temple at Narttamalai. with this 
difference that underneath the stupi here, there are two layers of lotus petals-padma and 
ratmi ,attika~ whereas in the Kad 1mbar temple there is only one· It is crowned by an 
ornamented spherical stone stupi of exquisite worlQilanship. 

The ardhamandapa is about 8 feet square forming an integrated structure with t40 
'U18in-shrine. Both the main-shrine and the ardhamandapa_ have entranCeS facing west. 
'while the mahamandapa has one facing south. . 

The present presiding deity is 11 new one, and theoIiginal deity of the shrine is found 
In the mandapa. . The original deity is a standing figure (Pig. 75) about three feet six inchea 
ill height aad one foot six inches across the shoulders. It has four arms, with sakti (spear) 
~ akslramala (garland. of beads) in the b~ck! upper a~ms. The front right lower arm ia. 
m the abhoya pose_and In the left om: restmg on the hip. It has a cross band across~. ' . 
__ &ad wears a kartl1lda-makUta (3 tier type). . 



.7 

'fhetemple ofK.arlyamanikKa. Perumal called in In'lcdptions Virudaraja Bhayankara 
iV innagara Emberumanar contains some fine sculptures. The mukhamandapa is . different 
~m style from that of the parts of the temple. All the nine published inscriptions arc 
fouud on the walls of the mukhamandapa only. All of them belong to Pandyan Kin~ 
.and the earliest of them is one of the" III year of Maravarman Sundara Pandya, who 
..a.~cended the throne of Madurai in 1216 A.D. Hence the mahamandapa' has beea 
.assigned without aay doubt to the 13th century .. 
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KJLANILAI FORT." 

·K.ilanilai fort is ata di~nce of20miles'.from Pudukkottai towards Arimaiam­
Xaraikkudibus route. The name Kilanilai me~s the eastern gate or . site .as distinguished from ,another adjacent place· called ·-Melanilai. Of western ,ate. Between them is 
Pu4U11ilai. ' .. 

• 
,., Kilanilai was an impcrtant military station from the days,of the .Imperial Cholas 

J , 'and Pandyas upto the 19th century. AccotdiIigJo the Ceylonese chronicle, the Mahavamsa, 
. a line' rUl\nin$ from Ponnamaravati to Kilanilai, apd fromhere to Manalllelkudi 'in the 

Tanjore district, divided' the Chola and Pandya dominions in the tat}, and 11th! 
. centuries 'before the final subjugation. of the Pandyan' kingoom by the Cholas·TheIinc­
also markS the northern limit reached by the Sinhalese in their invasion of South lndia. 
The strategic road that ran in the 12th-13th centutyfrom Kil8.nilai to AraJ;ltangiin tlae-­
east and to Tinippattur and''Ponnamaravati, in the west can be seen even now. About 
tJaemiddle of tile 12th century, the Ceylonese general La.nbl.pura, who was in alliance­
with Parakrama·Pandya:,\·defeated~Kulasekhar'a. a' rival claimant to the Pandyan throne~ 

.' who had killed Parakrama {C. 1162 A.D'. )aJ1.d placed Vira Pandya., Parakrama'ssoil, on tho 
Madurai throne. During this campaign a ~guinarv battle was fought at Kilanilaiin which, 
according ·to the, Mahavamsa, the slaughter was so great that the Qorpses' of the slaiD: 
covere<ia space of four leagues. . " ... ' 

According to a local tradition, the fOlt was built by a Setupati called Nondi Maravan.. 
orthe lame Marava. The Trichinopoly Manual states, on the other hand, probably on~ the 
authority of the, Tanj?reManuaI9S83) that it was, buiJt by Vijaya Ra~~a Nayattan; t-he- ' 
last of tbe Nayak Kmgs of TanJore, who died about 1674. The statistIcal Account or 
Pltduldcott~i of 1813 savs that the fort was built with an arsenal in the days of Vi jay a Raghu­
JiathaSetupati about the Year,1683.ItJs probable thatthisSetupati, who got possession.. 

, of the fo~, repair~d' pr e~~~nded it _ by adding an 'arsenal.. ,In 175.6 when. th~place was ~ 
temporanly occupIed by VIJaya' Ra.,ghunatha· Raya T ondannan of Pudukkottal; a . grailarT 
was built in which to store provision against sieges. The inference to be <ira wn from these 
different' accounts is that it p~ssed through differeJ1.t.harids-especiallyJ)etwee1l TaJijore and-, 

, . Ramrilid,rulels before it :fu1.ally came o,!,erto Pudukkottai. About 1674 .. .it was under' 
~Tanjore. . According to Trichinopoly Gazetteer (1907) "it. (fort) was captured shortly­
afterwards by the Setupati ofRamnad, an~-wasone oftbe forts given by that ohiefin retu11l 

, for the alliance of the King of Tanjole i~ 1686~andforcibly retaken by the fonner in 1698. 
He]JCefprth it seems to have beco.me pall ofthe' debatable land which passed fromthe hands· . 
ofRamnad to Tanjo're in 1771 ,;. As early as 1723, the fort and,district of Kilanilai were-

r promised to the Tondaimans of Pudukkottai byTanda Tevan of Ramnad, if he gained the-
'. throne'with the Tonda~'s assistance.' It also aPpears that Tukoji, Raja .of Tanjore-

'(172~36), granted it to the Tondaiman, , that· the Tondaiman sold itbackl to Tanjore.oll. 
~ conditions, and that when the cdnditionswere violated, the Tondairnan attempted 

, to capture it. In 1749 ~anoji,:the Tanjore general, ceded it to tbe Tondaiman on his own 
j aceoun~ in return foi plilitary assistance; in conseqUence of which the·Tondaiman actua.l1y­
. got possession of it iDlII1ecijate1y. But the-Raja of Tanjore refused to ratify ~the act of his­
seneral, and ordered Manoji himselfto recoverit. This happened in 1756. In 1781 it was-

- seited and. occupied 'for a time. by Hyder's army, but was.recovered by the Tondaiman in 
,~ August ofthe same year, at th~ request of colonel Braithwaile of the MadrasAriny. 80011 
. after this. the whole ofthe tanjoreterritory was annexed by the British, but Kilanilai, which-­

.. ()riginally formed patt ofTanjore but had all along been claimed by the Tondaimans, conti-
DUed to be a subje.ct of ,dispute till 1803, ,when it was finally ceded to Pudukkoottai .. 

. subject to the annual tribute of an elephant, which-bowever was never paid, on thee ground 
tJtat t'~s stipulation was inconsistant with previous tleaties, and with the rank and statU$­
cJrjo)'edby the-rulers, and wasformally waived in 1837 by the COUlt of Directors tJaeDlselvea •. 
~ .. ' .. .' ~ ..... __ ... __ • ~;';~..-:..tIL.-____ ~~~ 

, . 
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The extensive fort of historic valll(Fig~, 1.6 and 77) is now in a dilapidated condidOu":,;.,iF 

It was built of laterite qua.rried c10Eeby in1he Sengitaiand. Sakkottaipatches. - Thearea','~I:~?'~ , 
, enclosed by the fort walls IS 43'61 acres. 1he first place 9f mterest that a visitor Obserm,(;<t '. 

within the fort is. a small temple ofHanuman. Then he has to approach the temple,o':" 
AriyanayaJd' AmJDall, thep1inc!pa~ temJ?le within the fott. Be~d the temple it • 
'J{mmallkulam, tQ,lhe south of which IS a VIEhnU temple.. The magaZIne ~as locate4neu 
the southern gate, adjoining ,which . area shrine to :Munisvara and an Uran;. There is .. ' 
underground passage,which is now blocked, near the southern gate. Tradition sayS thaUt 
'was a secretplIssa&e leading to the fort at Sakkottai inthe·Ramna,d district. A fairly large 

, iron ,cannon lying on one. of.the ramparts is aU that now remains of the eilicient . mill.tan 
-equipment with whiCh the fort was once fitted. The cannon-has a date 13th January 1920 
In iU rear pan. '. , " ' ' 

In (lont of the f01t Is an old temple car made of wood ",ith good artistic pieces of wood-­
carvings, depiotiiilgscenes of Hindui~m.Neai tbe entrance o.ftbe fort isa Sri ChellaswamJ 
mut, andCkellsilwami samadi, constlUcted l(C{nt]y en bdlalf of a lo~l saint called ChcUa~ 
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SIVA TBMPt.B. 
m 

MALAY AKKOVIb. , 

" . MalaYakkovilis ata distance of 12, miles fron Pd~L1k!kbttai t01Y1Fd •. N'llDltllSal'lliliram+ 
l'onnamaravati route and a mile from Nlcn;;hlnd!lpltti," towlrd~ norib in a brau;)n route. 

There is a smallrockl hill temple dediclted to Subran 111nya. It can be reached bv Il 
paved incline on the western slope of the hill and a n3.rrow flight of step3 on 1ho south. This' 

. temple, according to an inscription near the flight of step.), was built bv a native or 
Nacllchandupattnowards the closeofthenineteenth centuIY. . .. ' 

- .. 

Below this hill temple, on the eastern side is a rOjk!·cut cuhical cell (Fig. 78) with a 
rectangular entrance. This is a protected monument. It contains Zingawllich stands 
on an octagonal yonipitha, the gOM',l"hi or SPJut of whioh is suppc>rted on a rearing lion 
on either side of the entrance is a s41l10w niche flankIed by pilasters bearing corbels, 'h~ 
bra<:ketsofwhich are curved and bear the 1J.sual Pd,llava roll·ornaments. The ardha71f:lnda .. 
Pa and. maham:lndapa a1 e later additions to th.eshrioe but they are cc>mpletely dilapidated. 
1'here is a nandi and a fractured Valampul'i Ganesa which is said to be there in the PudukIkTottal 
manualis missing. There are two other miniature niches on this si~e'ofthe rock! ono or 

( 1Vhich contains a linga. There is an inscription here whic~ is in three parts; the script 
of one part is ~al1ava ~r~t~a, and .thlt,~f th.e other two Ta.mtl. The Pd,llava.granth1. part 
isa la~e1 read1ng Parlv:sdmzda'PcJrlv:lilmda 13 a seven-stnnged lute. The hnes in Tamil 
are not wholly intelligible; but part of it m3.Y ~~ interPreted as " behold the method of 
learning the science of Parivadini asenUnci'ited or established by Gunasen1. ". Gunl.sena 
is beli~ved to bea title of the Pd,llava Mahendravarmln 1 and this cavo·temple mlY, thereforo 

~ bc attributed to him. .. . • 

The other roc1c·cut cave-temple is on the southern vertical slope of the same roolt 
and in plan, resembles the Siva cave·temples at Tirumlyam and Mllayadipatti. Tn~ 
cubical sanctum facing we~ is at the ealrtern·end of the cavc. It.contains a linga which 
,Ilands on a circular yonip/tha, 'the spout of which has no lion to suppor'.~ 

. . In front of the cubical sanctum is a roctangular ardh:l"':1ndapa, the racade of which,: 
is supported by two pillars and two pilasters oftne usual Pallava style, massive and cubicd 
at the base and top,and octagonal in the middle, and surmounted by a corbel with roll­
ornamentation. .on the ~ortherD w~l1 o[the ardhaM:lndapa. which is the surface of th~ 
roc~ contains four pilasters corresponding to the pillars an d pilalrters of the racade. There 
are a nandi in front of tho linga and a Vl1am,nri Glnesl (Fig. T) in th.e ~",st wall ofthil 
lUll. 

. The mahamandapa is a later structure. There are S)n~ laYers of pilas~er on .he \ulls 
which shows that theY were once covered with stucco. Todl~ ea~t ofthi~ olv"'-teUl)le is a 

, Dliniaturesguare niche with,a linga in it. 

. 'l'be Amman shrine, which isa structure of the late CQ()la style, stands a little 10 the 
.outb and faces the north. It cc>ntains a garbhagriha, 4rd!Ur,.:lfJcl:lprJ and a nUhaffUfJW 
lam. 

An inscription, dated in the 3rd year of Jatavarman K:.ulaseklhara Pandya It registcrs a 
remission of taxes on the de'HldafJaM lands of SriVaramudaiya Nayanar, which seems to haye 
been the name of the linga in the . rockt-'cut cav~templel though, acool'din& to &11 illiCriptil)a 
• PaDaiyur. tu God Wa.i aallcd'riruklalisvara. . . ' 



W NAOANATHASWAMY TEMPLB 
I.· 

PER.AlYUR. 

I'eraiyur is all a distance of 9>i miles from Pudukkottai towards· south-east in Ponna. 
maravati route; and two miles towardl north in. 8. branch road. The Iinga of the tem­
ple is a Swayambll (Self-born). It contains a Siva temple, called Naganathaswami tempI • 
.o(areat renown. Itis about 4 miles from Namanasamudram Railway Station. . 

Tho prosont iarbhag,fha of this Siva temple is Pandyan structure of the 12th-13th 
centuries. It stands on a moulded plintb with 8 vyalavari at the top and a curved kumudam 
(n the middle. The pilasters are oct.agonal with rectangular bases, but without lwgapadaml. 
The pmagalis largo and square; the padma has well-defined pet.als~ The corbels are ten­
oned· The kudUJ in the cornice boar circles with lotus medallions in the centre and scroll 
dOlianl at the sides. Above the cornice is an unfinished vyala frieze. 

The walls in the main shrine contain niches on three lidel. The niche, are flanked bJ . 
circular pilasters and crowned by . arched makharatorana~. The southern nich~contaiIl& 
Dakshinamurti, the wOfitern Lingodbhav8, and'the northern Brahma. The vlmana iii a 
modern brick structure. . The ardhama1ldapa is a pillared hall. It contains a swaran,(JI 
padal (underground path) which is located in the northern corner· of this mandapa. Ii 
was not clearly known where it leadl. 

The oldest extant structure in the templo is the western gopura. behind the sanctum, 
the entrance or which is now walled up. It is of the 10th century Chola style, and hal 
f6ur sided pilasters with massive square palagais; thepadmam below is not cut into petal., 
and the corbels are bevelled. The, features of this structure,coupled with the presence 
of a Saptamatrika group in bas-relief on a single stone, and an inscription of Rajendra I 
(1012-44) on the rock near the tarn, show that the temple was originally a Chola structure of 
the 10th century bui was later renovated in the 12th or 13 th century. The eastern or main 
gopura is a Pandya structure; its chief features being pilasters with nagapailams, tenoned 
corbels and d~orative pilasters with pan caras on top; but the brick work above i. 
modern. The other mandapas in theprakara are modern. The temple was frequentl, 
renovated; the latest renovation was towards the close of the last century in the reign of 
Raja Ramachandra Tondaiman ofPudukkottai. 

The shrine of the Amman Sri Brihadambal belongs to the close of the 15th or the 
beginnina of the 16th century, and is of the late Vijayanagar style. The pushpapod;'al. 
with fully formed flower bud~, unconnected with the stem, are characteristic. 

Thero areinscriptionsof Chola, Pandya and Vijayanagar period. The earlielt inscrip-
. tion in the temple is dated in the reign of Rt'jendra Chola I (1012-14). An order of a 

lamantan (A samantan is a chief or general; here, perhaps, an officer whose duty was io 
s1!lbdue treacherous vl;lssals and safeguard the person of the king) Sriman M::-hapradaai 
Yeysatrukandan{destroyer ofporsonal enemies), granting to the temple the taxes due frolll 
the village of Sendamangalam, is dated 1236 A. D. in the reign of Raja Raja III. Two 
inscriptions, which describe Peraiyur as a d~.,adanam and Brahmadeya village are dl'ted 
in the reign or an unidentified Kulottunge Chola. There are three damaged inSCription. 
of the 16th century, one of which refers to the building of a shrineto Chandikesvara. 
Ponaa.rilbalanatha Tondaiman (about the year Ul5) of Arantangi, who was a charitable 
ruler, made larae grants to this temple. Seventelunta Pallavarayar was a devotee of thit 
temple. Peraiyur Nadu was one of the divisions of the palayam ruled by the Pallav8rayar. 
before its conquest or annexation by the Tondaiman rulers. One ofthe tanks here is I$tll 
.ned PalIaWAkulam. On the outer wall of the temple kitchen is a damaged inscriptioJ,l 
relating to a settlement of a dispute between the Pallars and the Paraiyans to settle whicll. 
three inaiptionl on tf't.- .·~~i . .,ct in dispute at Tekkattur. Virachchilai and Lembalakkudi 
-wote oonaultcd and compared. .nder tae orders of R.aahuAatha R.aya Tondaiman hero .. 
• deeMion WU Ii ... 
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VAlDISVARA TEMPLE 
IN 

TIRUKKULAMBUR' '. 

Tiruk.kulambur which is at, present known as TiIukkalambur WM alEo spelt Thilukk.u­
r.umbur in the inscriptions. It is at a distance of 29 miles frem Pudukkottai tcwarda 
Ponnamaravati route. 

Tirukkulambur means the 'Village of the sacred hoof'. According to a legend, once 
upon a time, when a Pandya king was riding in this place, his hOIsestumbled "hnit placed 
its hoof on an object embedded in the ground frem which bloed issued. On examination, 
it proved to be a linga which had been broken inadvertently by the. horse's hooves. 
The parts were fastened together by a ceppeIb2.r.d f.nd it had been worshippoo ever sinee. 

The lings here is called both Vaidisvara and Kqtalivanesvara or the • Lord of th, 
plantain forest', probably from the luxuriant growth of plantains in the t(mple prakara. 
I'his variety of plantain fruit is believed to cause stcmach-ache when grown' and consumed 
elsewhere. The garbhagriha is of the Pandya style; and the pillars on the walls suppon 
corbels with pushpapodigais. The corbels of the Amman shrine are bevelled: The 
Mdhamandilpa and mahamandapa are of later style. The' presence of lyestha and 

-other sculptures show that the original shrine, which must have dated from abou, the 10th 
or 11th century, was renewed later. 

There are bronzes Bmong which a group of Nataraja, Sivahma Suncari and Manicka­
"'8sagar are fine. Lingodbh~vamurti (Fig. 83) in the westetn niche cf tJ::.e main shrine 
it highly polished and of exquisite beauty. There. are interest:rg ~Cl:jli\ lU h th w;thlIl 
and outside the temple. The st(lne bull in front is finely ornamented. 

The temple contains 12 inscriptions; the earliest of whjch is dated A. D. 1199 in tke 
reign of latavarman Kulasekhara I, and related to a gift toa Brahmin by Keralan Nisada­
rajan, chief of Tirukkodumkunram or Piranmalai. An inscrjption, dated A. D. 1259 
in the reign of latavarJIl8n Vira Pandya n, records a sale of land, t~nk, well, etc., by' the 
U, of Maraiman Vikrama Pandyanallur. It is not clear whether Maraiman Vikrama 
landyanallur was another name for Tirukkul2mbur or was a different village. Thre.e insc:dp­
'ions are royal orders issued by a Konerinmeikond2n (Royal orders were often issued und(r 
tl:J.e king's title Konerinmeikondan, instead of with the proper name of the king) probably 
Maravarman Kulasekhara II (acc. 1314). One of th~ relates to a grant of tax-free 
de'Vatianam land, which was signed by a Tondaiman, and was inscribed' on the temple wall by 
.. padaikkanakku or military account~nt. Another records that certain taxes paya ble to 
the king were made over to the temple for repairs and for the conduct of worship. There is 
an inscription (A. D. 1502) of the reign of tbe Saluva Immadi Narasiroha of Vijayan2gat 
relating to an order by Narasa Nayakar, the ccmmander-in-chiefwhowas the dejacto ruler 
of the empire, remitting the tax on oil mills and ordering the free supply of oil t(l this 
temple for the lamps and to anoint the Gods to se,ure merit for Tipp218fa, ~ secretBly cr 
minister of Narasa Nayaka. '. . . 

At a shot:t distance from this temple towards epst' stands another fine Siva terople 
(Fig. 84) which was renovated by Minaksi Sundara Desikar. The old garbhagriha 
is a conserved monument. According to an inscription on the weSt wall of the central 
shrine, this temple was built in memory of a Kulasekara Pandy~. and the original linga 
was mown as Kulasekharisvaramudaiyar. The new lingP, thrt heS now been installed, is 
called Tiruvalarolisvarar. . 

According to the statistical Account of Pudukkottai (1813) a fort was constwcted 
here by the Nayak Kings of Madurai "'hich had fl~llen irto ruins by 1620. It was near this 
village in the jungle of Kaliapur that Kattabomman Nayak, poli~r of Panjalemkurichchi, 
and his dumb brother Om:rr..aiY~D were captured in 1 i99 by the TondainJan'sSardar, 
Muthuvairava AmbaJagar of Tirukkalambur,a feat ceIebratfd in a pcem ccmposed in 
the Kumml metre. . 
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SIVA-VISHNU TBMPLBAND PORT IN TIJl.UMAYAM. 

The word Tirumayam was derived from the word 'Tirumeyyam' which meau , 
tb, 'Place of Truth' (Sanskrit, Satyakshetra). It is situated at a distance of 13 mile. 
rromPu.dukkottai town towards Karaikkudi route. It is noW the headquarters of Tirumayaaa, 
taJ:Lit. 

, 
The Siva cave-temple is the earliest monument here. It is assigned, on architectural 

&ad other grounds, to the period of the Pallava Mahendravarman I. An inscription in' 
tile adjoining Vishnu temple mentions the Muttaraiya Chief called Sattan Maran, a con. 
~porary of the Vijayalaya line of Imperial Cholas. In the 12th and 13th centuries the 
aGysalas interested themselves in the affairs of the South, first as allies of the Cholas and 
tater of the pa,Jfdyas. Two inscriptions in this temple refer to Appanna, a Dandanayaka 
or gpneral of the Hoysala army who while returning from his victorious triumphal march 
to Rameswaram, presided over an important tribunal held at Tirumayam to settle a lona­
.tanding dispute between the trustees of the Vishnu and Siva temples. In the 13th century. 
Tinimayam seems to have passed under Pandyan rule. and to establish the fact there ara 
iJiscriptions dated' in the reigns of Maravarman Sundara Pandya II, Jatavarman Vira 
Pandya III. Jatavarman Parakrama Pandya and an unidentified Vira Pandya. 

The'Vijayanagar inscriptions are dated in the'reigns of Virupaksa I and Krishnadeva 
,Raya. In the 15th century. Tirumayam was administered by the chiefs of Surraikktldi. 

parakrama Pandya Vijayalaya Tevar also. called Sempaga Ponnayanar, and Avaiyandan 
Sll~dara Pandya Vijayalaya Tevar are the Suraikkudi chiefs mentioned in the inscrip-' 
ti9ns. In the 16th and 17th centuries, Tirumayam was a northern outpost of the terri­
tories of the Setupati of Ramnad, but it Was directly administered by the Pallavarayars. 
Aboutthe year 1686, VijayaReghunatha, populatlyknown as Kilavan Setupati of Ramnad, 
a brother-in-law of Raghunath Raya Tondaiman,the founder of the last ruling house, mad'e 
ovc;:r to the latter the' Palayam of Tirumayam. '(The Setupati, o_n that occasion, also gave. 
a ,sword of honour to Raghunatha which is still preserved in the palace and, called Ch;~ 
KaMa Bf:l1Jam, and a riihthanded conch which.is said to bring good fortune to its owner). 

, setupad Tanta Tevan confit'Q1ed this cession in 1123 in return for military help that ho 
received from the Tondaiman a.ainst Bhavani Sankar. a, rival claiinaDt to the chiefship. 
ofRanmad. In 1733, TirumaYam was the only place of refuge centre left to the TondaimaD' 
when the Talljore general Ananda Row overran the whole of the Pudukkottaicountry. 
Here Vijaya" Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman lay besieged for about a year untit, Anana 
a.ow raised the siege and retired. In 1755, the Raja of Tanjore submitted to tbe East 
India Company a clalm for Tirumayam, but did not seriously maintained it. Then is all 
anauthenticated tra.dJtion that at' the time of the Poligar war of 1799, Kattabomma' 
Nayak of Panjalamkurichchi and his dumb brother, Were for a time imprisoned inth. 
Tirwnayam Fort before the Tondairnan betrayed them to the English. The truth is that' 
t~.Poliaars. who had taken refuge of their own accord in the jungles of Tondaiinan terti;' 
lory near Ttrutkalambur, were captured by the TQndaimlln's men and seutto Madurai 
atthet'equest of Mr. Lushington, the Collector ofthe.Pobgar Peshcush. During the second 
Poligar war, Tirumayam was a depot for Lieutenant Colonel Agnew'l.- army.' 

Tirumayam is one of the important religious worship centres in the South., and it., 
temples are regarded with areat veneration both by Vaishnavites and Saivaitos. 

The SatJ'amurti (Vishnu or the Lord of Truth) teIllple is regarded by local Vaishnultea, 
to be second in sanctity only to the temple at Srirangam. It is ind~ed called Ad; ~ 
Of the original Rangam. and is claimed to be older than the temple aUhe latter place. A 
restival takes place in Marga!i and lasts twenty days ; the fitst'ten days are caned Pa/I4" 
lattu, when the processions tale plac:: in the day tim~, and the last ten daYIRaptl". 
When the procession') OCOUl' at night. It is believed that those who worship the deity oa 
tile Ekadasi or eleventh day ot this festival are suro of salvation. The othol impoda .. 
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. festivals are the Chitrap()U17lQmi and the Nawaratri, and those conducted in themontha. 

of Yaikasi (May.Jvne) and Ad! (July-August). The sanctity of this temple has been en­
hanced by the fact that Tirumangai A1var~ the celebrated Vaishoava Saint sang hymns 
in praise of this Lord, Satyamurti (Fig. 85)· 

The main goPt1ra at tke entrance kas many of the features of the 'late Pandya ' 
style, such as the corbels with pushpapodigals, many si.ded pillars with nagapada~ and 
decorative pilasters. The entrance mandapa has tall pillars containing large .cru.d~ s~. 
ptures. To the left are three shrines facing east, containing Cak'ratlalvar or the presiding 
deity of Vishnu's discus. Andaland Iqishoa, and to the tight are a shrine to Lakshmi­
Narasimha, and the rooms to keep the processional' bronze idols. 

Entering the second mandapa, I the . visitor turns to the Amman shrine to the left. 
Ujjanivanittayar, the Amman, is believed to be very propitious. 1'0 the right is a narrow 
shrine containing the sculptures of the Vaishnavite Acharyas-Ramanvja, Madhurakavi 
and others, and the Alva[s Behind this mandapa if'! the mahamandapa of the Satya­
murti shrine, which comains a shrine for Garutbl, the vehicle of Vishnu. This ntfPIdapa 
is structure of the "late Pandya" period, l'll.d displPys on the walls both decorative and 
artistic pilasters and kumbha pancaras. The recess to the north is called Sundara Pan<lyan­
kuradu and leads to the main shrine of Sri ·Satyamurti, which is surrounded by cloistered 
haUs. The principal shrine, which adjoills an overhanging cliifbelongs to the' late Pandya • 
period. The pilasters on the walls are round, with square bases and nagapadams; the 
idals have delicately carved lotus petals, and the corbels have.pushpapodigais. The sculp­
tures of Vishnu on the prakara are of the Pallava period ; and the images are represented 
as holding the discus as if in the act of hurling it. 

The rock-cut shrine of Yogasayanamurti or the god in a recumbent posture (Fig. 86) 
is situated to the west of Satyamurtishrine. The two pillars and the two pilasters in this 
rqck-:eut shrine. are usually tall; and the corhels have rolls oraaments of Pallava period. 
The lLl'in i401 is ,an.imposing sculpture lying OJ) a serpent couch; the five hoods of the 
serpent, which cover the god's head as a canopy, are halfdrawn back-ward. The deity 
has two annS, one stretched behind hinl 8S if c.onsoling the serpent named Adisesha, and 
the other represented as protecting Lakshmi who is seated on his breast. All around 
the main ic!ol is a wealth of sc.ulptures including Garuda, Citragupta, Markandeya, Brahma, 
the Devas, the Vasus and the K!nnaras. Near the eastern wall are two demons, and shel­
tered near the god's feet,' is the image of Bhuma Devi, the El'rth goddess. The ,.legend 
that is associated with this group of sculptures is that when the demons Madhu and Kaita bha 
approached the god in an.~~essive attitude, 'Bra:tuna, Lakshmi ap,d Bhudevi were frighte­
ned. AdiseSha, in his sudden wrath, spat poison which consumed the demons,but was immedi­
ately stung with remorse of his hasty acti,0n without so much 2.sBskirg hjs Lcrd's per­
mission; but the God comforted him with an assuranc.e of his approval of the act. 

To the east of Sti satyamutti smineare thOse of the SenamudaU ~ ltama (group) 
and further east is the holy gate, thro\lgh. which the principal processional idol is ta loen 
out on the :amdasi day in MargaZi month. The Satyapushk!ami is fine octagonaltank 
symmetrically revetted. (Fig. 87). .. . - _ -' 

The fust mandapa: ihe cloistered halls 'lOund the Satya mUlti shrine and t~ sm-in. 
ofRama are the gifts of Chettiyars, the predominant oommunity of Tirumayam. A promi-. 
-neilt Chettivar f8.m.i1y of Kara&kudi us made endowments for daily offerings and the 
distribution of food to the pOOl. . . 

At-the $Outhemend ofthe ... ~tleading to tbistemple is a shrme tQ V~anta DesUla, 
t)ae founder ofilie Vedagal; sect OfVaishDavas. ..' .'; .. 
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,-', /Pbere' are thirteen inscriptions in this 'temple. The earliest is on, a slab which is· 
. now- placed in the western prakara of the Satyamurti· shrine, but J]lUst have· on~ formed 
11' part' oftbe parapet to· the steps leading to ,the cave-temple, and may be ascribed to the­
. latter part of the 8th ceptury or theeady years of the 9th: ,centurY "A.D. The above 
inscPiptionmentionsa renovation of the cave-.temple and an endowment by PerumbidugU 
Pemmadevi, mother of Sattan' maran also called Videlviduga VilupeFadiaraiyan,. a cantem­
poratY'and vassal of the PaHava Iqngs, Nandivarman'fi and Dantivarman. This shows that 
the, cave-temple must bave been in existence before tbe:t:eign of Nandivarman n. A dispute 
between the priests of the VlSbnu aOO Siva temples forshat.ing the produce of tb,e temple 
'lands was adjudicated in 1245 A.D. the seventh year of the reign of Mara~ Sundara 
Pandya U, by a special tribunal composed of. the' members of the nadu representing the 
,rowns and villages of the district, the Samayamantris: or royal priests, ordinary ,priests 
belonging to Tirumayam and other places, and the, arlyars, and presided over by the 
a;oysala general AppannaDandanayaIm. " '. 

The:t:e are two Pandya iUscriptions, one dated (1340 A.D.) in tbereign of Jatavarmaa 
Vira P,andvalll, and the other (1369 A.n.lin the reign of Jatavarman Parakrama' Pandya. 
The earlier inscriptions records the sale of Padikkaval rights by the assembly of Tiiumayam 
to a resident of Melakurundanparai, an adjoining military station to Tinunayam; , . . , '.' ~ . ' . 

, ,Of the Vijayanagar inscriptions,two are dated in thereip; o£Virupaklsa I, and Knslma- . 
deva Raya,wbile the third is mutilated. The one belongmg to the reign. of KIishnadeva 
Rayarecords a gift of land by Sellappa Vua NarasingaRaya Nayakar to ,both. the Siva 
and Vishnu temples in the ratio of 2:3. . ..' '. 

/The ac:ljoining temple to Satyamurti temple is Satyagirisvaral)1. The front. gopura 
is modern, and a good imitation of 'Late Pandya"architeoture. The first pillared mandapa 
Consists of shrines of ~lbanu Umapatisvara 'facing the 'east, that of the Amman Raja 
Rajes'Vari' faofug the south,-and one of Bbairava and the Navagraha group. This.groupof 
sbr.ines iSkinown as the KjlaJg1govilor the 'lower temple'. Further up is the shrine of Sri 
Venuvanesvari or 'tIle Sovereign Lady of the Bamboo fOlest', the principal Amman of,. 
the 'temple. ,It 'is a 'late Pandya' structure,l'enovated velY recentlv. Above this is the 
rOCk-cut s~e of Sri ~atyagirisvara. The cell containing the linga with yonipitha 
'is .at. the wM.ellD' and of the caye end faces east ; and . m the east opposite to the linga 
. is a big Lingodbhav8Jtlutti,. (Fig. 88) cut in the rd itself. This faces the, west i.e., 
the sanctum. In between the linga and Lingodbhava is an ardliamandapa· with its 
facade fuing south. The pil1.ats and pilasters of the ardltamandapaare of the usual 
PaIlava style, massive and cubical at the ",base and top, and octog{)nal in the middle, and 
oatrying a corbel with roll OI'JlaD1e.Iltation. The linga which rests' on a ciroulat yonipitha 
and the nandi are cut out of the same r<d!. Tbere is a Valampuri Ganesa. The dvarapala­
kat have only.two arms ; the ouean the nOlth has his clothes reaching down-the ariWes, 
~rs an yajnopavita 'of rudtaa beads and a peculiar coiffure, and holds up is right 
haDd in adoration, while the other -figure rests one of his arms 'on a club. The walls and 
Ute'ceilings were,'once covered with stucco on which were'paintingS. All that is now left 
of them is a small patch on the ceiling with convcmtioJial carpet designs. , ', 

ThCreare five inscriptions here.' The earliest is on the norther1l:Wall of the rock!-cut 
-shrme. at tbe top is the S~it word 'Paril'fMlinida" in, Pallava-~-c~er~, ~ and 

. followed by some Tamil lines which mention Gunasena,' belieVed to be the title ,of ~ 
Pallava king Mahendravarman." 'Near it was a musicalin&cription similar. to tbat at 
Kudimiyanmalai, .butit was oblite~ in the 13th century, while record.ing,tbe award: 
Of theHoysala Appanna Dandanayakia trlbunali1hewords tbatatc.still1eaible, r~for 

. to such terms of Indian music as sa(dja), gandhara and dhaiva(ti.). These go- to prove 
'tJaat the ca'Ve-temple was exca.vatecJin tbe time of Mahendravarman Ii and the arGhUeo­

, tural features confirm this, conclusion. 

I 
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, 1'he Port (FIg. 89) adjoining to the temple is said to have been originally a ring (ort 
with Seven concentric walls, and a bload moat all Found. The lines of the old outer 

. defences are now madaed by occasional remains of the workis and ditch and by three main 
entrances, one on the north, another on the south and the third on the south~ast. In 
the northern entrance is a shrine to Bhairava, and in the southern are shIines to Haauman. 
Sakiti Ganapati and Karuppar-allprotectmg deities of the fort. The walls above tho 
roe)c that enolose the main citadel ale oomparatively Well preserved. The top is accessible. 
Ycry easily on the west side, on which side narrow steps have been hewn in the perpendi .. 
Cular boulder. From the existing remains one may oonclude that the walls were surmoun' 
ted by parapets of strong bricklwor1G, serrated by macbicolations and pierced by musktetry. 
At :taalf-way up to the top, to the ri~t, is a chamber which was used as a magazino. 
Opposite to it, on the western slope ofa boulder, a little below the top of the fort, is a 
roo]a..out cell containing a linga . placed on a square yonipitha, the spout of which is 
IUpponed by "0 figure of a dwarf. On the top of the fort is a platform on whioh a gun is 
mounted. To tbe lIOuth of this platform is a tarn. On the perpendioular southern slope 
are the roo1l-cut temples of Siva and Vishnu. To the north-west is another tarn, and to 
the so~-east a tankl. 

The area enclosed by !he ramparts is 39· 36 acJ:es.The erection of the fOlt in 1687 A.D. 
(UIOrding to the Statistical Account of PuduJg]Qottai 1813) is attributed to the Setupati 
VJja,a Mapunatha Teyan. 



Fig. 1. Municipal Office, Pudukkottai. 

Fig. 3. Catholic Church, 'Pudukko'ttal.> , 
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Fig. 2. Protestant Church, Pudukkottai. 

Fig. 4. Mosque, Pudukkottai. 
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Fig. 5. Old Palace, P1!dukkottai. 

" 
Fig. 6. New Po/ace, Pudukkottoi. 



Fig. 7. Public Office Building, . Pud~kkottai. 

Fig: 8. B.Ei. College, Puilukkottal • 
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Fig. 9. V;,ctor;o,Jubi/(e Arch; Puaukkotttii.· 
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Fig. 10. puduhulam; PudukkottQ;. 



Fig., 11. Mllnisvara,· PorPilitaikkottai. 
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Fig. 12, (fangadharilmurtni.. Tirugokarnam 

Fig. 13. Saptamatrika8, Tirugokarnam. 
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Fjg.32:t.ajy· at Iter. toilet, KiJdurnbalur. 
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Fig, 45 .. Hundred Pillared mmdapa, Kunn'mdarkovil. 

Fig. 46. Hundred pillared mandapa, Kunnandarkoril. 
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Fig. 51. Vishnu with his Consorts, M71!1:i'4dipatti. 

Fig. 52. Seshasayi, ·~,Malayadipati. 
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Fig. 53. Vijtiyaltiya Cholisvaram on Melamalai, Narttamalai. 
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Fig. 59. Row of Vishnu, Narttamala;. 

Fig. 60. Siva temple.Panangudi. 
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Fig. 75. Subrahmanya, Kannanur. 

Fig. 76. Kilanilai, Fort, Kilanilai. 



Fig. 77. Kilanilai Fort, Kilanilai. 

Fig. 78. Siva temple, Malayakkovil. 
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Fi~ 85. Satyamurti, Tirumallam~ 

Fig. 86. Yoga Sayanamurti. Tirumayam. 



Fig. 87. Satyapushkami, Tlrumayam. 

Fig. 88~ Lingodbhavaniurti, 1Yrumayom.· 



Fig. 89. Tirumayam Fort, Tirumayam. 
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