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THE HAND BOOK
ON
GOVERNMENT MUSEUM, CHENNAI

This handy Guide Book_gives you all information about the treasures
of the Museunt in a nutshell. Turn the pages to unravel the mysteries
of the past,
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FOREWORD

The Govemment Museun, Crennsibasmary f reis o itz credit.

M iz argest Museam e Souls India with & rich - collaction - of astiquities, art ohects
and natural history soecimens. It has same of the firest bronzes and lzrgest colection of Roman coins
alits da af Erape. e :

Trie Govern ment Museur, Chenna ﬁpaus SE-'». Ercd uEmur‘ea slartig friom [rvdus Valley Civilizatian right
down bo the colonial and modersimes.. P.ﬁ m&passea H:II'IT ane galleryto another. ooe Iraveds threugh te
antine civ ization wiih their ich hlsh:ur';_d EIEE ELﬂd._II'!E:_.

This guide hook i3 & EH'HC‘:iI‘é'EﬂﬂpﬁrndiuﬁT aof -rarz cut::lncts in: the mugsurt  covering
all ihe importans Sectiong, r;-arrigl}r: Archanalogy, Anthrapclogy, Numizmatics, Arts,
Geology, 3olany  Zeology, The: Er..te-mpt ngre s to o dne tna wisiter a snapsnot
of e ccnten's in & brief But samarshansive ranngr - Tha aim iz 10 showcasa tne
signficanl, rare and culsianding objects  of historical and  atisre intarest covaring
varicus perods baly wishie Tamilnssduand N the festaf the couniry,

Wigitors can consul tnis booko asoan sl o cher wisit soo thal owhan ey move  Threagh
thz palleres they will have 8 beller underslarding and  appresigtion ol e 0njects
dispayed. The notes accaompanying e pholographs will allragt both scholars as
well as general pu blic. | hooe this Hand Book will enhance the curosily of s ourists ard encousage hem
tovisit the b useum.

(8.8, Jawargr]
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e S Honk on dverienid Mussem, Chingnal
Museum- General Information

The Governmenl Museum, Chennai has
ahtainaed a place of greatimporiance in the
madarn warld due to the fact that it has
became more and more canscious of its
resoonsibility towards varous categories
of wigitors who come for racreation and
education. In fact. the very purpose of the
axistence of a museum i2 education mixed
wit @qovmant,

Thiz Muzcum s & cernser for education and scholarly research, which olays active role in
contributing to the enjoymen: farpublic and iteovers all thaimpertant aspacis af the cultural
andintellectual lite ofzoo ety

Itis classifiec as amultipurposemuseumandisincicentaliy the secand largestin India. Itis
cheofthelargestarc oldestofthe State-cwnad Muzeumsinindia. Bagirning asa Musaum of
Practical Geology, in 1851 the Madras Cenlral Maseum (a5 it was then called)now has
differant Sactions li<e Archaeology, Art, Anthropalogy, Numismatics | Philately, Zoology.
Botany, Geology, are Chicren's Maseum, In additian to these thera is a well equipped
Cnamical Laboratory for the conservalion of moseurn abjests, an Edusation Sectian far
carrying cut the educational activities and a Design and display section for organizing the
displaywarkofthe Muzseum. Thesa sections containaxtengive collections il ustrating mostly
the pasthistory, cuture anc natural histery of South India and thuz halps to aresenve aurrich
cultural heritage by way of exhibiting them. The rapid cultural consciousness amangst the
pecplzarzinztrumentalinbringing publicto this museurn

Maotable collections in the Museum are the warld famous South Indian bronzes,
Amaravali oolleclions, sculplures, Tanjara [Thanjavar) armoury, inscriptions an
slonas andcopperplates, the Dowleshwaramhoard of gold coinsof RajaRajal and
Kulothunga |, the Chengam hoard ot copper aains, arfifacts from the Magaliths ot
Adichanallur, tha Bruce Foole Collaction of prahistoric stona imglements, Roman
ard ather artifactz from the famous site of Arikamedu (near Pondicherry), the
exquisite crystalreliqguaries from the Bhattipralu Slups and the enormous skaleton
afthewhalaablainadon shaorenaarbMangalore.

Thiz handy guide ook gives the necessary information for the visitar to browse
thraughthe museuminalaisuraly way.



e dind Bk on Sovermment s, Mhainad

Government Musedm, Chennai is located in Egmore. whizh is the hearl of the Gty
spreacing 1o an area of 16.25 acres o land. Six independant buildings in this Museum
campuzhasd8galieties.
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General Information
Location Yorking Hours

Pantresn Road, .30 2. T 500 pon.

Egmrarz,

Cranral - $00 004 Holidays

Tamil Madu. Indig. Fridays 2re haticnal Helidays vz,
dccassibliity Fapublic Cay (25 ' January,

172 KM From the Egrrons Railway Stacion., Independence Day (15" Aupust and
CZ KM fom the Ceniral Railway Siabicn. Ganchi Javanhn (2 Ociober),

A0 KR Fom Aur Forl

Entrance Fee

R, 150 fo- adults {Indiar Malionals).

Rz, 100- for crikdren below 1z years {Indian Yabicnals).

Fs. &-for bonafide studenis and deachess 1 groups with moce
permrisson [rddian Malicosls).

Fa. 2500 or U3 5  for adult (Mo~-Indian Mabcrais).

Fs 128/~ or U3 § 2 .50 for children [Mon-11¢ 2+ Mafionals).

Ez. 7&-or U251 A0 or porafide shooerds and lean-es - groups wih omos
Permission {Mon-l-2 3~ Nzlionals:.

Camera Fae : Bs. 2000 par camarz,

Video Camera ; Rz, S00- per viden camera,

Wb weew chennaimuseas . org

=-mnail : govlmuseEin govin
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ARCHAEOLOGY

The Archaeology Section highlights South Indian Sculptures and bronzes which would
reflect the high proficiency in carving and casting technology of yesteryears .
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o pEnpe Gl .I'||*E parto: India A eeanif fisant colletiio ot abjents ;'E;Iraaer".'r-_q:h;-zi.ﬂdustfialurts

é_l_!:h SR aOOd-C ATV, IRy WOTk TRetg ware, inlay and embessen warksTorwas k,h South

A e st igmausIramyeryearly imez s also dealtwiihd yihe Seeton

.The cakettiarsaf the Seclion may be grouped as falows, 2ash group Geing: Enportantsad
imteeEing i o poway: [ 1) Bronzas (21 5oecimans of seulplure and srchilecirabpaoes.:
PrilpEeriphans 5n (4] Industral artoojects. The study af the objects ol the Trestihresqraugs
i3 aasmniial-for a proper evaluation of the levels of culture reached bir the paope-es:ie .
diigrantperodsand focaliies towhich they belong. The inscriptions am  Aoweer e i
:. sr:irr:e-‘_nrthe.i'u stery ofthecountry as alsoforits sociallits . The study L:'.r-ﬂ'l!E ApECiTARE GFﬂ': E
: 5 '._r.=.:: Eatriataris ey galstow nexlsrous heSouih indian craflsmen wersintheir appl i-::atic-.r! T E

 WETIGUE A ahifectsisatrrdail Fin Drnn cereme nalancazinhs.
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Yishnu

Wishru iz ang of the most popular Hindu Gods and is usually lacked an as
the preserver deity. He s said ta have taken ten avatars to punish the
wicked and pratect the goad. Ha is rapresented here as seated with his
aceariuly buil: chest stooping forward. His kirta makuta is fashioned fike
an elongated cap, fattensd a0 the tap, He is wearing makarakundatas in
his 2ars, He has faur hards, the upper teo camying the discus and conch
whila the leviar ight hand bestows abhaya (aretectan ) and ket hard holds
amace. His sacrad [hread s fashicned like a rbbaon with & broac fastening
aver the le®t braasi All the characteristic marks which enables ang Lo
idenii®y 2 Pa'lava Vishru image are prasentinthis sculpture,

Lnknowen losality, Dires Sth- fth Century .2, Ace.a: 2807
A L T e e LY ] T T NPT LT TS0 07 A

Dakshinamurthy

Th & vyaung four-armec God del vars his tzachings in this serene stane
sculpture. He s seen seated with his matied hait spread out with faor
hands an a rased seat. He is heding  axe and antelopa in his upper
rightand lef: hands respectively while his lewer right hand is porlrayed
iry the attituds of abkhaya and chin mudra ard his lower l&f hard rests
on hiz left knes. H's ight leg = keat on he pedestal and His eft leg is
raised rasting on tha seat. & hefty band {Yogapaita) is seen crossing
ower his [eft knee. Tha lgure trampled underfact reprasenits ignorance.
The omameanis and yajnopavita speak of this sculpture belonging Lo
Pallavaart.

Kower ipakka m. Narch Arcat District.. Cirea Gth- Tth Century GLE..
Acc. Mo 71-28! 57
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i Ganesa

Sar of _ord Siva, "e s alwavs capicted elephanl-headed, and witha
|lange potbelly bourd amaund v th s snake. Ris limbs ang usually rather
caubby and child-like. His aitibules ara an aleprart goad and a
nease and most impariznt of all, 2 bow! of sweetmesats, whicn the
tunk, which is meisied 1o the laft, tastes. Dae 1o tne heaviness cfthe
Eally bis el stumpy left leg signlly folded anc restirg oo e
padaslal whi 2 s right leq is bent anc keat o the pecastal. He 5
E  having A shor karanca masdta anhis head.

averipakkaT, Mormh drcol Districl. irca fith- 715 Cenluy L.
Ao, koo T1-24)5]
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Hero Stone

Yerrakkal or He-a store showing feeowa riors on harzeback, one
wt1a sword and the otes witha lance rosnirg & 4 Jraai speec

aver the belle field strevn with corases. Intha upper pangl Farg
are hwi Apsacas atlending o a era falien in oalle. I arather
panel furhar up ties is a Sivalnga adorned by a seated figu-e
on ane side and & slancing igure on e ther side. A part of 1e
lower panel ane pariionz ofthe .0 pane ansbrosen and missing.

Chizpzgin, B2 lary O saist, Kernatzka,
Ahous 10k Certary GF.

A T L T PO L T P e e ]
Harned Dvarapalaka
I Seath India, all te~ ple doorwsys are pretected by the presarsz of

same powerful or auspiciouz figure, such as these twir wamor
figures. Unfortunately, this Ggure is mulilatec below the sicmack.
He: iz wearirg kirita mak.ta ar bis head with o aeons toshow his
prowess, Ha haz kundalzs in his ears, a broad kanlni ¢1 his nack,
keyuras ano valayas a3 ormamants. He is wearirg a sacred thread
ital s the craracterist o mark of tha Pallavas- 8 broad fastening
averire left oreast, He salsc having ue arak:andha on bis siomach.,

Kruva-pakaum, Sorth Aot Sisto
C rea Bta- Ttk Camlury SOE, Aen Mo TO-TET
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Ite Fanad ook on Government sz, Oheinad

By far iha bast known objacls of the Section are
the metal figuras. Trara are aver 1500 of ther
ir the: Museum, of whick about BS ane Buddhist,
AocJt ted dozen Jain and the rest Hindu. This
Muzeum is perhaps the only insliution in the
whole world, whare such 2 ; -
large collection of meta
fgures are assembled under
a single roaf, The collechan
of brorze figures cantaing
specimens of diffarent
Jerinds ranging from the
early cantures af the
Chngtian era o the recen
imes, The four ragentary
Bucdha figures axcavatad al
Amaravali in the Guniur district, are the earliest
and date from about the third century GE, The
mezt impedant part of the collection of Bronze
lures is that represanting the Hndu gods,
Jodcesses and devotees. The ‘mages of
‘aishnavite and Saivice grouas are shown in
s2[arale showcases in tha bronze gallerywhch
was openad in the year 1963 CE. Of these
images a few cata from the Pallava pedicd, a
slightely larger number from the Chala perioc
and the rast balang to tha Vijgyanagar and 'ater
penods. Mertior may ba mace of the Pallava
branzgs, which include the figores of liftle
Somass<anda {skanda miszing],
Vishaoaharana, Hannappanayanar and
Wishnu.

The bast Chola specimens inclucs the figures of
Mataraja from Tiruvalangsdu and the Rama
group from  Wadakkuoparaiyur, Vishnu as
Srinwvasa, TiumargaiAlvar, [nscribad Kai, e
world famous
R Ardhararisvara from
Tiruvenkadu ard Parvaii
In fact sera of them, for
instarcs. the
Tiruvalangacu Mataraja
} and Rama group, are so
we | axecutad a5 1o be real
nems of arl. which we can
be proud cf The fgure
raprasenting the Yishnu
with twe hands in which the
atrnouies are embedded [rom Komal, ard
Balzsub-abmarya and  dancing Balakrishna
kalonging 1o Ihe lzter periods ara of interast as
they are essentially ir e treditional st
thewgh | ust beginning 1o get carvenlionalised.
The figures of ‘“enugopala, Rukmini anc
Satyzbhama fram Chimakuri which reprasent
tha arl of the Telugu country ~ave ramarkable
graca ahout them. A Tgure of Mataraja n thalag
reversed post raceived A5 3 lreasure-trove
rom Poru ppametiu oatti in the Madurai disirictis
of interast historical by, iconegraphically and alsg
arlisbcally. There are images representng the
audrapurushas Sudarsana and Kaumodaki
whchare wery rare rearesen lzhons inmetal

Rama Ensemble

In this bronze ensemble the hands of Rema and
Lakshrnara are held in e sesture of holding a bow
and amow in tribnangs pastura. Hanuman is seen
with hiz Fands in the usual supplicating mannes
simce he always worshios Rama.

Tirdvalarkesiu, Magapatingr Qistct
1410 Ceroary ©.=.

el ——————R



Vishnu with his consoris

Ih.z = aunige oronze. Ry Vishnu is portrayiad v
g sngle par o arms inowhch nis asual att-ibutes
Lanck znd Discus are embecded in the palms. A
prominent “Wanar-ala’ agdan & rare featute in 2ot
I"'Jl:;'. bronges van be sesn here. Vishnu = zeatcdona
ractangular bhadragara with kards in oabhaye and
varada posturcs, whils 5 Gaviand 3hu Devi e his g hil
anc left are on smaler pedestel. The Tinwasi wi
arvingsish jt‘ orrAmenizl.

Ardhanarisvara

As the name ncicaies, Siva is roprosedbac as ha -f mele &g i
fereale, ypify ng the mals and flzmale enercies. o thiz form he hz
three hands, the Icwer ight «ests on e back of e bull and she <igat
uaper hard holds an ase. The wholn of the rchi side (~ale side] s
acdorned vt cimaments pecalar b Siva. The rdghtleg = kens sl gty
and rests firmby on g Iots sedestal. The drapery is ap b the kree.
G 1 lelt side (femzle sicel, the imaga has a Karardzma<ata The
draperyis uptathe akles ard ber legis shgblly beat, as i*leaqirg on
Sivaand ress ar the pedesizl

Tir.reerqadu, Hagapabnam s,
HIE Genbars GLE.
T e T S e S T 2 S REL e =

Chakresywari

Thig Feautfal momalure Ggure 15 one of the eignt motsl ioons
receved @3 reasurc - frove iloms along with Fur leose pars o
“raohaval cecoralions from ke village Salukkai, where a Lain
temaole oy name Virakerala Pooumaa li exizted iv e 11:h Cenwry
CE. The “e~ale igue with feur hands 5 cepicted in the Archa-
Fadasana seatec posu-c ana latus pedestal Sha s bajewe o
wish shart karada-maku b, siva-ca 48 0a relip or the back of hais
[ dr7l, ear conaments, nacklace, keyuraz (shoulcar o amen:) anc
bangles and drassed wilh kucka-ua- v (breast bard] and lower
gamnen:. Both the upper nands are zncwn carrging discuses The
Icswar Acht kard holds 8 'acus with a slalk, whils the lower left hand
carries d froitli<e obect in the palm.

Sale i, wanzavisi sk,
rarth Arssy DishicL “2lh Gealary 0.2,

T
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The Buddnist sculpiuras fram Amaravat in Andhra Pradesh,
whish adorn anerfire gallery in this muzeum constitute by far the
most interestng and imporani record nol oenly of the
development of the artistic aclivities of Souty 1ndia durirg the five
centuries from ¢ rea 200 B.C.E. to circa 300 C.E. bu also about
the secial life of the paople of those timesz.

Tha Stupa at Amaravat is one of the biggest in Sowth Ind'a. The
ancient inscr ptions refer 1o tas the Mahagha tya, built curing the
sime of Ascea but was 2xtersraly arlarged and embellished by
later rulers. The enfire monwmert was covered with sculptuned
oarels macde of lime-stone or ‘Palnad mardle’ found in the
neighacurhocd. Tne Jataka sicries of the Buddha are selected
AriErivat casing sah and displayed in shawcases. The railing parl of e stupa is
displavesd in the same feshion as it would have been in the
argingl, The fragments are cisplayac inwall cases.

At the other ead of the galleny, stone sculplures of Buddha from varous parts of
Tamil nacy are exhibitec along wilh stone slaos of vidnyadarapuram, Four stone
caskats from Bhatiproluwilhinscriotions in Branmialso find a pace bere.

Fel e Gaskar vace of zandswne

The Gavernmrant Museum, Chennai nas a good collection of Jain sculptures. The sculpiures of this
gl ery ane from the presant Tamil Nadu, Karnalzka and Andars Pradesh regicns, Majority of them
were orought from Danavalappadu, Andhra Pradash. These have been collecied in the days when
Ihe Govamment Musewm, Chennai was ihe principzl musaum of the ther Madras Presidency during
the later half of the 1%th Cantury C E. And the 15t haf of the 20th Century C.E.
Nighidi Pillar
This Misnichi pillar has wwo sculptured panels wih an epitaph inscriplion. The upper
= panal is designec with a frame work of Simna mukna {lior Tae8) ir an asched niche. In
P this parel, Titnankara, Mahavia is depicled in the seated meditation [Dhyana-
Padrmazana) pose twe Chamaras Fy-whiz<s) one on essh of bis sides and a carved
ukkuda (Triple umbralla) are depicled cver his heac. In the median band. which
separates the upper ard lower sanels is & lion, the identification mark o Nabavira. Il is
carved in profile. The lowe: panel is desigrad with the framewors 27 a nearly scuare
Mandapa (ball with pllars), Bot the Mandapas have crnate carved oillars In tha centre
a7the Mancapa. the woranippe- is seatad in Padmasana ilolus pose) with falcec hands
in Anjali mucra (prayer posa). The ronness of bis omaments and [ower garment Sanveys
= heopulentbackground.
Zaravuiapracy, Sackdagpzh Disick
fadrra Prazash. Circe " 40 Gty GE.




The exhit: 15 of the Sectan sarsist of specimens of wood
cary ng, ivory carving, metelwace, inlay and embcssed
woks.

Tha wary zarvings include scpresentaions of an mals

sun a5 oows, desr and detss such as Vinayaka by

traditionzl carvers af Mysore, Travancare and

Visa<hapanam. Tha excel arcs of workmanship of the

carver is revealed by the infricate wars o anrk-bollle
woly e acider nthe collection.

shoat 19k Cenbare C.E.
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The metalware cojects consist of lamps of difarant types, Ltenslls used ir
bemp e and bauzehole worshia, bys ane ueory aricles such as belsl aoxes
ard nut crackers. Each one of hese groups & of great nterast, Sspecially
tne collection of lamps 2 remarkable for te multip icity of fepes and the
delicacy of warkmanship. Of thase, the large amps with lesicaned branches
spraading aut, are notaworthy.
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The Tanjore matal vezscls ard Bidr ware a2 alsoal nleresl,

Cespite its perishable nalare, wacd caning has baen a
mastimpertant crafin almesta 1the paris ofInd 3. especizly in
South india ‘heough b2 ages, Mgl of the wond carings
displaved noo arc the ones receivec from the disesad lempl
cars @ loves SculhId 8. Sir Georga B rdwond whiosays,

*Bout Indiz serves as the best pace for the stucy of woad
rare ng ' amply testfies the importance of <his crafl.

arzhe
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e poitical ard sociar history of ary nation can be written only on the basis of caontemporany
evidences. Inscrptans and copper platas are for wast a=ang shem. India, a naticn having a lang

hertage possasses very many numbers o7 such decuments, Tam I Nadu bas the urigue dstinetion o
aving not only fargest number af copoer plata grants, Incidenlally, the
nscrntion throw light dpan tne administation. esonamic sondition of the oeople, the nafure of

laxaticn, comrmerce anc conditions of the mercart le commurity ete, A careful study of he inscriptions

reveals vanous azpects ot the zocial life ane condibicns in fhose dave. They ars als:
of tae growth of tha region concemed. [n addition to the abave, they coatain information abou

ancesty an:

1 genealgy of the sing. Futaar J.f'..-. narrata how the king orderad the gitt of the grant and

T e am e | e e e o e ST F e o e s e - f. Y I R T E
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:'E_-_:r' Zamindars, Thel ANGLECE CT TRSE E:_:""-l!“.'-. AN T20M FEaknt, ->@0sENG. [aril, 1aligud, halarss

Y ma T Tl ~ E e vrmEan SRR N e Auraickio: § sk
Yalayvalam 0 Madem Tami, The scrept used vanes accoeding 10 the dynastiss h
localitas where anc 102 penced when. e grants wese 1550ed. NIGst o7 Tese grants are  racords

o e [y F F [N (R PR | PR P et Al = F i o T E N [ oW I ] | P Thai - e
cBEr ':-_I .l'\._!||! il I--\."\- ITIace | e RS sually of iand 1] TN BXTENC 10 Sl ) e Nay Wara
O ST e | | e Tl | F e P i e ciek - il A wmd limar aelieye o
executed on cavs speciglly seleclad tecause ey wele au ALz SULT S SEED i I TEl 2L e
| el Aeted memme e b ppsinpsl i | g [ A [P | R P LT R g N 1S
hey areusuzlly dated some imes inibar Seral Year al e By, L OLE Wrmas n e Rl Yuiaarin na

Saka Erz. In certain cases astronomica dals are agiver and tieir dale woud be decided on the Basis of

theephemeand data

Tirtvalzgade Coppar Flales

Chare Coppar Flale
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ANTHROPOLOGY

The Anthropology Section helps to understand the origin of human culture In South India and
the customs and manners of South Indian tribes and its evolution into the present stylised
forms.

I 187, Surgeon Genera G Biddie, the then Superinlendant of the Museur: mace Ethnology as a
musaum: suoject, ilustated by prehisieeic anficuifies anc ethnographic materasz. Weeld famaus
collactiors of sioae tois, ancent pottery, implaments, weapons and omaments throw light in

indesstancing tha coliure of Southindians,

And ceasecuently. the Government Muzeu~, Cheanziis marked as the ‘Cradle of Artaropolagy’ of
Indian sub-cortinent, since tha sunject mater of Artocogy wes introduced ard nurtured exclusively

gt this muzeum by the genuine effaris of a ine of ca panle Curators.

The gaderias ofanthropolagy disp ay Langib'e cojects ef culiure, represerting prenistonic, peotohistars,
tribal fodk anc urtan cortmurilies. For the convenicace of study, researsh and dissemination, all the
anthreoological exhibils in the callenes are presenied n & judicious sombingkon of educative and
racraative cisplay. The anlhropological exhibitz are dsplayed in vanous galleries titled as Prehiziony,
Irdus Valtey Civikzaticn. Physical Anth-opalogy, Ethne agy Folk Rel gions. FolkArs, Puppetry, busica
Inzirumerits and Arms.
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e Fand ok on Greermment Musew, (Ofennat

The prehistoric antiguities are axhibited in the grourd floor of the
frent building at its right side. The prehisioric slone [ols collectad
from Pallavaram and Atirampakdam, by Robard Bruce Foote,
Adichanallur ard Perumbair Megalthic remainz by A Rea, Nilgin
Meqalithic materials by JW.Eree<s are the prestigious and
matable collecfion housed o this gallery, Ram sarccphagus
unearthed from Sankavaram (andhra Pracdesh), Burial ums anc
assacialed finds of Adichanallur, Perumbair ard Nilgirs, Roman
anfiquities acquired by Mordimer Whesler from An<amedu ane

atherinterasting exhibits af Ihis galary, :

L

Madrasian Fand axes

Itan S=+cophagus
Imcua Valley Civifizasine Gallery

Sl e

Tha materizl remains unearthed om the Indus Yallay sites chiefly from
Harappa and Mohanjo-Daro revesling the Chaloolithic Cufture are
gisplayed in the first floor of the Main Building Stane oals co-existad
with copoer Lools in this pariod as evicer-cad from copper axe and sione
are, The existanoa of stratified society s examolified by tha presence of
amaments of copper, conch and feraccla The  architectural
excellerce is raflected by she ournt oricks of varied size. The nolable
exhibits in this gallery are charred whaat grains, sterage ums, fgurines
cf mother goddess and other imeges, perforated vaszes, painted
patshesds, waights, seals and sealings.

bzhenjs- Cano Slorags Jrm

Syl s polegy Gaters
Replicas of human fossis such as Australopithecings, Neanderthal men, Sinanthropus, varicus
human skulls 1o cite racal groups. toolz of anth-opomelry are displayed in this gallery. A comalstely
artculated human skelaton iz alzo presanled here toimpar knowledge o he vigwing pubic.

e e T ST

. FoikArs Galiery

Artefacts revealing the varous folk arts of Sculh India such as
Thenkooihy, Karagam, Kavad, Chetinadu arefacts, models of varicus
ternple vananas. 2 satof folk pupoeis are presanted in this gallary.

Eemetarn uzed by freTharskkaodba arlisls
T P R ST e e n i S S T S S S S S A

Puppets made fram differert materials ard regions suck as eather ouppets.sting pappets, glove
puppets frem Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Ullar Pradesh, South EastAsia adom this small gallary.
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Ethnology Galksne

The at*negrapr ¢ collect on represerdative o the malsnal coll are ol regstof e et ndiae
troes such &3 Todss, Kolas, Kankars, Chenzhuz  <ovas, Godabaz Saoraz <hondz
Larrkadis 27 preserted in his gallery. =Lthes, fire making devicss, fishing appliz-ces. ol
jewllerier c1coba fgurines. South rdian boorngrangs ara also diaplaved -« his galey An
armety ol Assan ikl 2 <pfaccs asguirsd trough cxcharge ars alsc on prezentaton hers Ass:
of life-& 2o Kzihakali Aigures. rods s of Saiv e ane Vaishnzvile empls sars Sovcesy Tguras,
Vinlive oiferings of varin.s religio. s ssols, £ seofRoncapallizovs depcting avazhe s vishno
2rg axhibiz ofwordhmeioting diso aved in bis galle-y

Lamrizzdi Yeurin

A rapresantatyve collecten of the
prirzips beoas of mugicsl irsturrents
of shimged, wed gad serasion
catogonics argexk 2iss in fhis gallery.
Models of ansienl Yarh vaneles,
parchamukha vadyam five faced
drumi are nofabls odleciion o chis
nal&y Tribal, felk and foraigr nosical
: inztrimeTis 3re & soondisslay,

2archiriukla edvan
Arme Callery

Tanjpte gomocies ans Evcpean Eazt India Compsoy
weApoTS arguny b iz and lell bays of this galiey
reapoctivey The rerrants of bombars mert of Erden are
2 wan un display fere. The various wa- fropr os ans coat of
22 rmeg decor ks walls, Anaray ol cannoes Are o splzyesin e
75 pmberiar ans ntster
* ot the sallery. Here,
a ragnifizizntly
ornale Ganras of
Tippe, one o e
préesfigic.s
collaclion ol 1hg
Museurr is also o1 B2
8 dizplay, Gz rna wilk Tiger Pasd

A af
Tarjore Semniies

17 shod, the soco-nibues leomologizal ssolulion and asvancerents of <he manging iz matiested in These
gallzizs. Snding fom g:ors tools o fire arms; serraoodbas le oreals mals obecls; shicow puppery 10 stage
healics 27 digging ehizk 1o ploLs shese, spindlz to erckroide-y; ancent yazn o conbemocrary vessa one ook
sisLalize authentic evidences availab < al Ihesw galleriss "o both spacia’ sts and publiz vizitzns.,
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Reprasenlative Showcases of the Prehistory Gallery
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ARTS

The Art Section tries to reflect the changing trends of painting starting from the
period of the Mughals, the adaptation of Western ¢il on canvas painting technigue
by Raja Ravi Varmain 19th Century to the Present Era.

The Gevernment: Museum. Chennai has a good collection of paintings and sculptures, bath
tradifional and medarn, Interesling traditional paintings of Tanfore, Rajpul, Moghul, Kangra, Deccani
st:hools and modem paintngs in Oil, Tempara, Water Colour, Graphics and Acrylic mediums are in the

coliection. Graphics and modetn style metal sculptures arealzointhe collections.

Tanjore paintings depict the figures of Tanjore Maratha Kings and Queens and Puranic

{mythological) scenes from Tamil Literatura.

Rajpui painfings belongto 16thand 17th Cenfuries C E. Thay lllusirate the thyihm of love based

armusical modes.

The ¢ourl scene of Emperor Babur, portraits of Jehangir, Shah Jehan, animals and birds are the

subyest matterof Moghul paintings.

The Kangra paintings representKrishnalegends as themainsubjact. There are twelve Portraits of

British Governors and Governor-Genarals.

Fiftean Raja Ravi Varma School of paintings are considered as National Treasures in the

collactions.
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The Rock and Cave Art Gallery

The: Rack and Cave &r Gallery of the
Governmer! Muzcum. Chernai makss
Ihe Rock and Cawe At found useally in
bre remole areas easily not accessible
ko the wisiiors It has used interaciive
Son=i-lumizne, Touch Scraen and Tran
sldes bz stmy & e visilors'inbarast,

Rock At sites like Perumukkal in Ecuth
Arcat (cetroglypasl, Alambadi.
Keezhyzlai in “illupdram Diznct
vellar<ombz and |duratdi in Milgris
Distrot are soma of the Rock A sies on
disclay. Tinuralsi 0 Tirwsannamaai Osic;, Sikzonavasal and Tirgokamain in Pudukottsi Disirict anid
viznabalipurarr a2 of the Cave Arlsulplures 2nd saintings 21 dsplay

~zcgraphy demonatrates the ags oid Hindu cancept of
YWaya Ihraagh science - what appsars A2 raal 2nd three-
dimersenal chjcctis actually unreal

Thig racqraphy Gallery, recanty reurzisnad. i3 Sirst o
itz kad in Irgian Mussurs. The diszlay of 37 holograms
of rare oons, jewellery 290 minigturs Bronze izons
haiographsd oy wsing LASER 21 Anna Unisersity. s
located at the 2 Floor of tre Gallery of Conternperany
Artwith improvad pang: ng 2nd '|I.II'|‘II'IE||]I'.II'I
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This grllary was sctupin 2003, specially for
151 years of Anniversary Celabrations of the
Governmanl Muscum, Chennai to show
how Tamilnady was onoe Lhe world leaderin
industry and lechnology; how it rapidly
adapted itself to the Industrial Ravolution
and how # is skpping into the present
Infarmation and Bio-Technaolagy Era as one
of the leading stales.
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' Miniature Paintings Gallery
Rajput Paintings
The minizhar= gainings prodeces a;the cou = of Rajpe kings oo 8 2 stine gcup ard tey wee conbsmponany with

ir atdres praduced inche Megholea, s a0t The majar ty ofthe saint 1gs are smallin size. At important cass of
R asthe i miniziures s -heseries of Ragamzas or b pe rgsalrmusics medes

Musical moda Ragini Madhumadhavi

: Tl paicling chows a
gy willing o The
calace:  awr Sewiean
lzdv s mluchirsg Teoser
frarr the pla-t. Ao
INSCrglian is writts 27
the 1op parion.

E Sics 600 em

Muzical mode Ragini Gaudakali
Ir= ziclure shows 3 L i e i
Ay elding famburs 2 -
seor lan 2l danzing 1
g Mimals ke
MIOCEGyE, Dol ks s
meSlE il ¥oen FLETIT [P
i~ 1hs gardoen An S
Inscr plio iz soon [
Wi isn or 1ha top
Paiar.
aZa v oT

_F Thind [pnp=ra o papsr.
§ Kajo Schad
"k Ceetlu~y ©. E.

“hick berperz or spn
Rajpd Schmo .

1710 sorury GE.
pdranesac no9EL

Tanjore School of Palntings

The Cholazwho rulec South India aller 1na Paliavas were great patrans ot arl and lileratura. Tha
rhyihimic: andd graceful paintings of the Brahadiswars lemp e at Tanjore, buit by Raja Raja Ghala
i5 the best axamale of the art of that period. The Vijpyanaoar <ings, who rogs irte prominence in
the South aboul Lha year 1336 C. E. and their sucaessans, e Nayvaks, whao fo'lowed the
footsteps of their precdacessars. The large scale wall paintings which has rasultec o continue
the tracition up tothe kaginning of Lha 18th Century C. E., and the Tanjors arlisls (lowed the ant

Lradlition tll the 19th Cenry G, F.

Sri Krishna
Th pi:lirg
shoras i
K-ghqa ~clding
Ihe bl ol
ir his 'ad

hizad An
allzulanl 3
eiarding at he
righi

s, The
hackzround

i& in dark Hue.

Size ;49 X 55 .
Trmpsra. Tanjore Soinel,
ahcws “HE Centurs Z E.
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Raja and Rani

o Tra pohine shows
Ihe Maral a King
ard Queean =
slandirg posbine.
e drg seowr
Wit folde:;

handz 1 worshiping
prse. e dresses
za zomed wih
gold leaves.

S BT (1 R
Tamrasrs Tarjoe Schazl,
fdaratiz Marion
Gl 13 Garnary G F
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Contemporary Art Gallery

British Portraits
Lord Connarmara {1827-1902 C. E |

I 5 an ol pairding
painted by Gacrge
Sirthin 1905 in
Imidis. Lo
CINEMars was
the Gevernor of
-or. 5. Henrgs
durireg e periz:
1d86-"240,
Wedras
Presideacy. 11
ricrmary = hiz
aciavananlsas
administrabor 1
et India, tre public
S 262 X 177 0 library situatsd
Cil pn CAreas ingide tra
Muzzun campuz ras best ramed 25t
Cennerars Pusdic Libeary.,

Raja Ravi Varma Painfings
Yasodha and Krishna

ltig =70 :
paint 19
painted 4
"o by Rap
Havi varmra
1he harzinger
o recderr arl
1 Indis, The
artstrad Jsod R
dark
sacszeund in
“he pEnting in
crder iz gve
rolicf 1o tre
T MGlures
wrich ar=in
light velkza

!

Bma: 94 X &0 rm.
Dilan Canves

© Fize: 3036V Broviga,
“Thamaslspecss"
-+ siilpted by O FRoy
Chorthisy in 1965, -
nepots abstrac
fames.
Itis mrds of

bronzs, Theari='s

sarlrail suilptaras mrs

Srre s HA K G5 e OF an Caris
Thiz s ai ok -2aictng: Sncansis
pamnyad: o KGNS, Panicker 15
1873 he year 1952 He wasorg ol

Eza; 68 X B2 oir- Wiater colaur,

e emineni corderiporan Indian aris?
of Anza. The saintrig. shows the
sconanios ofcaralsiniziabar regisn

unsvsiad for hair
vigour. The slatue
showws an cld mas
wovaring his bady with
chadh b svnid cald.
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Thizis an art ¥or of wabar coloor o peosr
rainted by K. Krishna Raoin he vear 1951,
whichdepizts a street scene.
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NUMISMATICS AND PHILATELY

The Numismatic Section with its huge collections of coins, philatelic
materials and documents aims to understand culture, history and
technelogy of India and their relationship with the outside world.

humismalics is t1e study of coins. [tis impordarit far the study of hisiory, especially ancient Aistary.
it confirms, modifies and even ampldies history, To a great extent the polilical and economiz histary of a
coumiry 55 constructad by numismatics ard nistorical facls ara vary eften comroberated ar rejected by
numismaic fndirgs. Many facts connecied with administration, hslorical geography and saligious history

of ancant Indiaare reveslec b us oy the Numismatics,

The Gevernment Musedmn, Channal has a ick collection of the angiant, medieval and modern
Indian ceirs of gold, sihver, copper, fead, potin ang bullion. Besides thase, thare 15 a representative
colection of ‘areign coinage. Uncer the Treasure Trove Aot all finds unearthed anywhers in the State are
sant fo this Museum by the Revenwe Authorlles for examination znd If it is decided thal they are worth
acquiring, ey ate acquired by the Government for she Museum. But. the treasure-frove hoands are nat
the enly 2ource through which coing are racaived here, Most of the Norh Indian coing are donated oy
Morih Indian Museumns and insthudions sch as the Prince of Walss Musaum, Bombay, the Asiatic Society,

Magpur, te U, P. CeinCommities, Indian Museum  Calcuttaand soon,
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In the vear 1975 C, E,, or tha first floo’ of the Bonze Gallery, e swnismabcs Secion has stared a gallery of its
o, There are, atprasent o bondred and iy medals in the Secten inziuding bhe Mysors reedals. The colection

o

oides a faczinile of tre Gresl Chartar of Eng and. -2 Wagna Sarla of 1275 €. E., belisved fo be the cnly copy in

India.

Purali-maies Cain
Eatarmana Silver Coir

Earliest coinags in
Indiz is known as
the Punch-Marked
g Alzkoagh
qald’ & Lappa
0075 BT MAEL N
ke arcieri
literaburze ir res 1y
W OME ACF0EE
arly ‘Silver Punzh-
Marked ooz, They
wizre issusd by
varlus Janapsdas
[republiz stabes) anc
Rajyas (kingdanz).
Fanini, the Sanski:
QrETmarisn has
mentianes aboua
fse coins N hs
grammatical
rgatise. “unch-
Marcps min served
L mnmneh
cumernsyy ool
the Inzan sub-
sorfingni bekaesn
tnag £ih Cantuny
E.C. E.. and the 15t
Century C.E. They
werg calles az
slamanz, Pana
and Karshapz1a.
Interaslingy. £
Purch-Maraed ooing
zear anly symibols;
neither k1q's nams
nar date ergraved.

=angam Cans
Copper Cain of
Fandya

Sangarm Percd
cxisted bebaesn il
E.CE. bnz 300 CE

r this psriad, the

Tarr! courdry was
rules by shree
crowned kings iz,
Cherz, Grola and
Fandva. They issusd
coing wilh Lieir cyal
inzignizs, namely,
Hoow & Armow, Tiger,
Sty e fish

Pardyan &ings
imudnted tha - rova

ek am of shyl sec
lish evan ontra

reverse sice ol he

izgadhzs Punch -
Markad coings.

Chola Coin
Silver Coin of
Rajendra

The Crolaz
eLbjLgalzdand
ruled the soithan
seninsuls for tee
centariss, By tha r
nava sUp-oiTacy
they 2.bdJed
Srilavks and far-
sasterr couttrigs.
Trey congue - ed
1e Ganjetic
vallzsy threugh
their terr tor al
army. The coppsr
cuing o’ the
Rzjarajs [are
mes | 2emma,
dagicting image of
a stardirg man on
the obverss and
seatzd qoddsss
an the raverse
with Manari legznd
“Sri Rajarsja’. The
Ristor ¢ victor es
al lve Cholas are
atlestes ir their
eoinzga. For
example.
Faendra IIJiss.ue-:I
cilver onins with
edznd ‘Garga
Kon:a Chola,
commemarating
fhe wictory ower
the Garjetr
Ragiar.

20

Viiavanagar Coin
Gad Coin of
Frisnnadevaraya

The Vi avanagar
k ngdomr was
zstahlizhad by
Hazrifars a1d
dukkzin
1336 E., i check
Lre Wuslirr
EXpArsiaT fowaras
soJth. Till the
batile ot Thalikala
in 1585 C.E.. this
Kingelorm wag
rdled by shres
dynazting. The
faurth dyrasly
ruled from
Penugonda and
Chanzragiri The
lypalegy o7 these
cons is et ar the
pbverse side e
figures of Hindu
deiize, animzls
syraols and on
the reverse size
the e3uing king's
nama ar rigtitein
fani Magario-
Ceva Magar
or Karnada
- Telugu
srriztis
cepicted
Tran
Yijayanagar.

Mugha! Coin
Silver Coin of Akbar

Sner Shar
introduced and
stardardised Silva
Fupee. Kughal
s parar Akbar
iseLed bl spuaEre
ardaircular cons.
Jehargir has
igsued cong with
zodiaq signs. Tha
Hijriera. regnal
vear ard placa of
Tint were ingoribe:
irn ke bughal coirs
whith help
histo<ians to fird
ou; historical facts.

A g o L
Cnirs Gallery




Coinage of the Mysare Sultans
(1TT2CE.-1TO9C.E)

Though e serod o Che
Mysoa Bultans, (Holder A0 and
nipy Suisa) asled ‘oroa shos
pemad oy il sreduzad a caoage
whiichwss mzkes by its wareky and
drlist el

Aaiter AL rrintsd pagodas and
foramiz. For soretms 3%er his
avarthr of b Wads s, Haidls
conbnues teir ciinage with be
fqures o 5eE ard Faneai o hig
psan Gold pagosas.

sy Bdan conbmued  Tor
zorret vz hiz “siher's pacodas 274
EHEINES

The Persian irscripbons 1
Tiovs golz ans slve coing s
reliz cusin sharacter, Tiopadosze
[& glzzhant
device of
I h &
Ficaaysr
k 195 of
Mysoe lor 8
hiz copper °
GO,

INDO -ELUROPEAN COINS
Inda- French coins
twith Tamil legend}

Tra geoz-aphical disooveres
of tw lag: quader of the 15k
Cenlury G £ sawsd 1a way [or the
E.cpears commersial oonies
with [dia. The Pomuguess, ihe
Dangs, the Englsh and Log Frersh
came k2 rdia ke promobs rade In
varying Segrecs thoy catablished
rommenzis s lemenls and issoaaed
their own Zoins.

Indao - British Coins

T hase slar Pagoossisaues fomine
Madrag Mint contnued o be frs
sig~dard coin ol he Compang in b
gcuty urtilicwasabalshoz in 216 5UE.
anz te 5 ver Bupes was male bz
|earcardca .

Half Star Pageda
Matal - Silver, 19th Gentury G, E-

Figure of YWishow i3 sarrourced
by =%s and a star is dgsicled in be
gzwaree gide of trz ocoin. The
denmninzlior of coin "Hall Pagoda® iz
insarised ke bodh no Tamil g
Tesqu soripts or the obverse This
ant o has oon onre sele e lampe
qopursm Hoveer) surrsunded ov *3
alarg . Mear the edgeis aningcr 27ion
zenoling it valus Hal® Pagmda ol
" Erglig1 ard Parsan

&1
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Coins of
Indian Republic

In 12347 Idia sitained thi
ndepe~dence bii 727 ssuedzw
anies, Afer declaring of Repub o
sheissucs coins 17 ho oocazion o
Ird anniversary of irdepenssics
This camage oont uad fo zoean
vears. In the year 1837, the
LEGITIE !-\.:.'!-'u.i-.""rl CA L] il'||:.l:'f..ﬂ2-.=22 iI'I
sl walks o roian e and A
rflected oninEge s

New Arrival of
Bi-metal 10 Rs. Coin
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Stamps and Medals

The Govermirenl ¥usewn, Crenng 13s the unique zrviege of organizng ta frsl PR atzs Callery arrong s

Wigeums in Inza. Tre galery has begt orzanized in 1964 C. E. 1o present tre evolution and o developmant of
posage stamps 1 heworks. Starps of al courrizs of the werld brgicing wils the iqception of the modern Fostal

Syslem ars displayed here,
.—_. _—— LE '.|F=l : .

Burma'War Medal
Silver

An angal with wings ardenicg a
warmior ~avicg a svard 7 hig iz
hand. jchyverss)

1BERC.E, - 1032 C E.

Mysore Medal
e

Lien pouncing 2r a figer with the flzg
{Unicn Jack: and Parzoar
nzoription. The datg is 1Y May
MOCCECN, [aoverse) 1M LUE.

First Day Envalop with Spacial
Cancellation

A Spacial cance atior cover of the
Matonal Art Gz ey was relessed an [
P 002,

e g 1

India Medal

Bronzs

Ar Englah soziar Baiding 2 rifle 20d
ar Inzan scldier ~clding & sword-
Indiarewvares)

1825 C.

Greeh Medal
Brarzs

& charizdrawn Sy *our borsss wihshs
crarioteer A1 argelwithwirgs above,
ITEVErsel

it
Grikde

e L LU
Miri Sheet

The hni Steal was releases by e
Fostal Depzment on 79-6-2003 in
ranar & che Mussam - the first mrini
shealissues in rdia.

22
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Kabulta Kandahar

B-cnze

Five sides sigr wiff | orowr at the
top. Ingcrior Kabul o Kancahar
[2ovese)

T330C.E

China War Medal
Bronzes

Figurz o zoat of amms. a cannon and
same tees Wittt the nscriplion # the
baitare Ching 200 C.E. Inscriptan
arcund tha rim AR 1S EXPO CERE
FACEM (revarsa] 1200C. E.

Mahatma Gandhi
Zostal Samp on Mahzima Ganci
the Fatraraf Indian Maticn - issues
v b Linited Ska les of Amarica



EiaC L . 1
"l'.l.'.m:'\.l."-‘."i'.'.ull.l e Homas e

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM

The Children's Museum aims to encourage children to touch and feel the exhibits
in order to help them understand their heritage and to develop scientific temper.

The ‘Childrens Mussur iz 2 pacs ol wender for arifdren, wh ch takas there from tre land of s
laind-af ob Neinirases a ohild bz orobe ned hotizoms. I directs e childrea inty soisteiclive and worhwhile
L:-Ei.'.iﬁl'l'ﬂ.%:ﬁ.

7200 exhiibits are shetiaticalty dispayes nits T galleries apart from 16 semiicrama display amangaments

Tor showicasiog vadous v izations of the worldin chronoicgics! orde Besidas ta galedes and sarks, lite size fber

asg models of Tyrardosaurug and shagonzatris in fart of this building are addes sfracions fo e Chidran's

Kluzaarm
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CHILDREN'S MUSEUM

The Chilaren's Musaure of e Governmes: Museun, Chenrai consisis of
t1a Basemerd Floor, Graund Floor and Fisst Floor each rawag ar area of
000 55 1. The arciectore of the Chilzen's Mugsum corforms totrans’ 2
rredal musew Guilding, with all the Tazilies conternplated in & rrodarr
MUSEUTL.

Zrond Visw of 1he Chidren's Busaum

 History of the Children's Museum

Hiz Excallensy ShriSri Prakasa, the sran Govenar of Teniladu 3id the fourdat cn stone for the separata
buiking for the Sh'dren's Museum i te Goveirent Museurr carrsus during e Intemational busesm Week
Celabrations in Cotober 1356 0. E.

The proposal of corslruct 1g a separabe tew building for Childrer's Museur was renswes ir 1579 5.2
during the rlerrasioral Year of Shidren, and was ingugursted by = 5 Escellency, Dr. PO Alexandar Governar af
Tamilnzducn *HhApil 138 C.E

Galleries

The o spliay armargerrents in e Sridrens Musedm reves s b the childrer the wedd in whch they [ve,
arcss2s her curiogity and ouens tha ccor 1o the world of edusalional antartainment. Tris iusgsm has gz lerias
such as fhe Civilizatien Gallery the Costame Dals Gallery, the Science Gslery, the Trangporaton Galery, the
Tecanology Gallery bre kids Corear.

 Civilization Gallery

In the Ground Flaan, tha Ciilizaten Gallery
Starts wh tha story of prehstoric man and Lre
davalopmert of civiizatiors through the agss 0
diferent pas o tha wodd. In tris series, the life of
early mar, the terrple el o Jqurath dedicated b2
God Nangr and blildings in the oy of Sumer,
sorsfucsion keconique of pyramids ard a rodel of
CGraml Bycamd with an oasis o the Egyplian
civilization. Model of Maranjo-Dars tosn in the Inous
Vallzy the Suphgraies dws, Harging Garden and
[shlar Gata of Babyicnia, the sempls nftne Habrew
ad  Jehnvan in Habrew  Clellizatics, =ship
bullcing 3cene af Phoeniciar scafarers, the
nadels of denorated palaces ol Moncans and
Myconacan's, the Acropolis and the cily of
Atharsin e Greed Givilization morshiping Coltics, the Grast Wal of Ching and bullzing sinuiciures of tha
Mayan Civilization are displayed as series of dicramas. A tne and, the five [ald gecgraphical civisions
~ased on the Lype of lard of Ansen: Temilagam arc represanted with the daily, cecupaticn anc lancscape
associatac wih thom,

Diarama o {ka Freh ghorc St

#d



e Mo At e Tocerannet Bovoea, Jhee
Costume Dolls Gallery

it b Cogiene Do's Gallary, 157 aasloma da 5 with taditional
coztumes. reprassing 25 counles & displeves in 21 diorama §
shomoeses 1o illusl-az lhe culloral ~erilaga ans 587003l habis of the
poopa of twss counbies. Morscves a geries of dols i ustrating 1he
snslurmes vorn by Lré daraers curing e dassical cancas of dia, nemety
Bharz:hanatvzm, Baskaks | Wathak z~d Man cuniare alss oo display

Tre Cashive Cols of "Emingd.

Science Gallery

Ir Thie Sienae Gallary, which is in the Girs.
Toor, gx~ibits perainitg o nslurz 394 shysizal
suiBrces Are in s shovcsszs, 1 slarls wikohe
model o7 ke forrration of zatt anc other
plangls of e solzs syalan fellowed by he
wokirg micdels o s walzano, miners ressures
o s A, min A plaster cas) modz s of eelnel
dinozaurs ars mam g s, These &% displayed
~ lrer natural eavironrert oo dicrama
showcsses, =or bme Dsaedit o shadens,
clezgif cation of plzrz 2nd animals, mmodels,
gxpaining e i_)";-.';-,iil,ﬂ;:-:_;':.'rl[ plzaits, minphsans,
wptles, bods, marrals and twrran Bings are
aiszaysd in the Nalurz SoierccSeobicn.

Witk cny el ol e & ooegsn 1S

In the Prysical Srienca Secbon, roodals axslainieg prinziples of ragnetise, elezmomagnaizm, coctricsy
ans elestenics are represented Sheough nizaciive mocels, Ceiulzling ingfromsrs s cgical orer,
perigraral harddarsitems of 2 comgsss like cincuit boarss, vissal - splay anit, ey board, ragnetictapes 1and 2 s
drives core rrensy dnd prind zand are displayad o
imez1 knowledge abour compubs-s. Pairlings =00 j
il sstrating war<.3 stagss of development in =2 =5 i i
G casiot, 2 Stowgar ialeprone schange wth G525 50000 & g i
n tElephonas, In a's fins radio Fans ke ssss in 1
Caennzl . rerrchs contclled minisiuss maodels of Zar
sip £1d scraplare, scale niocels of satzllits laurch :%_
verlicas, such as Asly 200 0 PRLY, GELY and
2378 2 RS-0 & miniahra mindz of b Tare rads
waws Print Facioovand 3 Aow chart from Ssshasaves
Papz- a~d Boards. Ersde, illust-ati=~g variols si62e%
in ks procsss o papsr mar Rxlaing o bagasss
are b1 fage 1at 1 sxf Sitso't-is Srience Gallery

uda o tre Riggad B
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- Transportation Gallery

Ir <he Trarapo-slion Gallzry t7e exhibz illsrating
the develomsnt o frarsposs in land, waes and z0 are
Zaplaves. Miniziurs medel of & cad vaes in the Indus Valizy
Givilizaten and vzious maces of sranssort Lses T sarier
prinds A disn Asd

lvdelz of a Mentgelf erbal 2on. air zhips. a jetplars
& jagJaraircrats . a <ran aircrafts, calamarans, boats, sarier
period ships, amodez of 3 8 Invin ship, 2 Sanfranzigcs Xavier
stzarrer, working madel of interns comiusiioT eng e, W
Finiziure wWarkirg madals o frair and colous shobograzhs o7
Cher~ai Fort ars displaves intris gal s
Kodod of & 3, Inén Pessenger Femy

r {hz Techralogy Galle~y irlersclive madels pertaining o
28 whesls 1 ocrranokgical orde difforean tysee o coare, varioss
mezhstical wokicg printiples, Hydro ard shemnsl cower slalion
macels, working prinziples of stcam cngines. steam coilers and
Temalcambaslionengines g 2 spaved

- Wiorklng Models of the Irferna Combustizn Ergns

Cracus arlic s and 2olls rrada &7 sercelain, lz2guer, gless, ¢y weod. ratal. sapier machs, el Jloid,
clath. plsstic anz shellare diszlayed inihe Kizs Comerks emess 1 hearildrer.

Jegides e above, I0orsor i coucatz e visling pubic
grd shudends, a Zoizrge Pars wih 22 play gardizs o irrparl he
zeenbfizlerperwt e ey play with them, 2 ountzin acerated o
ol zower and s water-pumpirg unit operassd By 2 wedrrill are
daplast

vigito ‘sailities such 353 sae- throwgh Iifand o way
fer zhisizally randizapped vigos are worth meriating.

Lie =ize fremglass rodels of he Dowszas - g8
Tyranroszrnus ans stegosaures 2re sxhicivsd inront of the = e
Childrz's Museun builzing to axtract 2nd aduzats she visitrs. iy Gadyels of Ihe Sciznce Fatk
The Caildrer s huszurr ofthe Goverenz Mussum, Cranng combines educatcn and recreation o children

o
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BOTANY

The Botany Section exhibits the existing flora of South India with a

special emphasis on commercial botany.

Theimportance of plarizin evenday life iz kiows bz all, as most of the things Hhat man neess have gof theiranginin

soime plan: partor the other. Government Muzeurs. Chenna:houses s bolanical codlections 21 tvz gelenies, namely,

1. The 3ystematic Botany Gallesy
2 The EcenomicBotany Gallery

Both thaza callaries ara situatad = the first Aoorcttoe Main Buileng.

Inthe Systematic Botary Gallary, tesxhibas g srangedin theirsualutionany codar starting with cdmiive
rvpiogams, namely, the Algee and Fungi, The flowerdng pants 2t aranged aceording to tra Beniham & Hooker's
system of classification. About trousand shacmets aallaiva of wat specirmang. tarbaria, ling dravwings. vinyl prirts
ara on dwplay. Cross section o teakweood dating to about 300 yvears old showing the Cendmchronaicgy, alang wits
nistorical events, depicted on b orose secton of Rosewcod, coliection of Sculy Indizn Tmbsts ars reteworthy

specimens ofthe Secticn;

{7 1he Ecoromic Botany Galleny, the-exhibits epici the myrad ways inwhich the slants ersussfulto man
Gfthe five hurdred specmers or distlay, tre Sandsiwoad sceledon, Bamboo specimens, Gums grd resing, Teedils

slonsis showing e florel depictions are someof the nobewarthy and S9esesling aenkits.

3
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SYSTEMATIC BOTANY GALLERY

Bracket Fungi / Pore Fungi
Potyporus

Thase furgi are 3o called becauss
their hymenial layer linss tha inner
surface of tubes, all of which oper
on the under surfacs of the pileus
ending it 2 porous appesrance
When young, the basidiocarp 5 soft
but az o grows clder, it tecomEs
hard, tough, leathery 2ad usualy
bracket-shaped and hence lhe
namea, ‘Bracket furgi. It grows
perasdically on rools runks and
branchas of irees. Quite oen, they
are seen Lo grow on daad o 2 lan
trae frunk. Marny speces aof
polyporous are woot rotlers,
somelimes causing saveéra
aconomic losses essecally if tre
trea ogs ars el damp.

Bracked Fungus Polypons

Bamboo rhizome

t s & graceful gigantic grass.

popularly and oollzchively
kown a5 Bambao'. s =
monascotyladan member
belonging ke the “anily ' Poacess’
OF she 330 zpecies of bamboe
136 speciss occur 1 India.
‘Deadrocelamus gigantess’
aullvalz: in Malazar iz the
largest ofthe | vdian Bambo:. The
cun reazh 300w 00" in heighl
and & o 10" in diareser The
crocked and <noty cums of
barrbon, randar 7 as a second
clazz. Used mainby for Soatiig
Feavy timbes ard for atucusal
parpoges ard mlsn vislds good

guality zaper pulp. The
marvelous, clusterad,
compacied, bunched,

undarground rhizome s
displayed in ihe Systematic
Bolary Gallay,

Tectona grandis-Teakwood

It belonge to the family
“erbenancsss, I iz & large
deciducus fres, indigenoJs to boih
petinsJlar India, in the eastem deer
parlsollava, inBumairaancinBurma.
The plari wood is wery durable,
resisart o furgi used ‘o poes,
beams. trusses, planking, slancases
and atha corslructcnal work. Tre
teak is popular in marina
conslructonalwork snd errployed for
sound-boandsofirugics ingtrameants.
Tra 500 vess old cross secion of the
fezewond iz exhisied in che
Bysterratc  Botany  Callary weicn
was  oifted o the Rajg  of

Trawanoore in tre vear 1HED. 10z 2
very rarg objest which shows {he
Dendrochrorslagy’ of the taa.

Terona grands - Teakwood
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ECONOMIC BOTANY GALLERY

Bamboo CHjects

Merv ariefacts of sverviday uses e
e ol of benboae vz mas
boskels, towz  pipes. fanz el
Barrbinn seeds genesally rssembis
thoze o7 rize. but are some what
bgger in sizs, Bamboo arsns ars
exbansivaly aslen by e paoar zlazs
during faming. Barbooforrs 3 -cf
red rialeriz for s orae holane af
Ravor. Tra ztorrs o fross ars ot
rio frz zeces and chemically
rezles o ome pulpe The palp s
seacied and coawt in very fing
threzds. ‘Baven'. is almes as slnong
z5 540 15 mare mgishant o

porsziration 21d it is unaffscled v
gallt an; air Kz o distlay are lhis
s farcrivzdctesof b2 nooo

Fu

Rubbar

Hubbes plstt s omegems
soshamerica. b s obtaired ron
he milky wos laksx o varids
pracl o miongesedy plaris ofthe
bepics. Tazaw mrare thar 30 slants
inld a2 ol ol these only [ les
arz: ngorant, The sost russerin
be marks: i5 e parg r.oher
whicT 15 gol “reen chz shant callad
'Heavea brasi angs | itbelogsin
e famw Euphocsiarsae.  he
caltvation of rLzber is kiown 23
plarfation nubosr wheh grows 2

SR

an alesalion of B Qg 350 1
o the sz lovel The labex s
procecss 1 oswcal oElls |
Lomast zad atex vasscs o b
prodact of Zereral mslabel ©
Avlivily Lalee paudieg ror he G
al-Tame o & sterr. 1237, or roos
sezial 2 wournd, The sorgrslan
CF pant lzes vanes cotsizerably
roen spesieg b soeces, The s
5 colocdess milky 2 in be
auelied Ten. |Loaas alasboty,
23 sance o hsal. Bsfare
sruesairs b i s 2 very st
nslerizl buiztervi 2a- sslior fe
“ubber beores had

A4

tharExtraction - Diarama Shovcaze

Seawaads

ThieszAaweads Favs o et e
by mran as & scurce of food and
vanro.s minerzs saos he Sime
i marsrial. Tray 2 rohoin
vitam 15 Wen pragsry cooked
[Py trizy el =er e ealen slone o
rizcd weh other foods. Scaweed
hzve als: besn uses %o irealing
concilions (g dropay, menstual
prozlems and z 52 chrer diffic.izs
e gaslimerlesl ral ol i
antbictic aclviy,
bro-ck al & mevis 30d sver cancar
The mzarant sharmasectical
prozacls o7Eed from ssawsed
dre & oinalss pily A zrides,
algi~ ¢ acid, czTagestan and szar
aga- Soms ol 1wz
lle  Craclaria, el ziurr,
RBhodvrenia: Laminzria,
Turbiraria, Trondils oissus o,

areksrtondisplay

o
dl ol =zal s,

EREGEELE
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Reprasentathve Showcases of Economic Botany Gallery




ZOOLOGY

The Zoology Section with stuffed birds and animals in well designed
dioramas helps in the comparative study of South Indian fauna with
those of other countries.

The Zoglagy Section 's ona of the biggest Sectior of the Government Musaum, Channai. The Gallaes of
the Zoolegy Section are located in the ground and first floor of the Main Building of the Goverament
Muzeum, Crannal. There are 12 Gallaries siluated in a nearly 25,000 squars feet arsa, which comprises
‘rom lower invertabrales fo sdvanced chordates, More than 3.000 specimens comgrising wat and dry

specimensarecndieplayin the Zoology Gallesies,
Galleries of the Zoology Section

& Skaleta }Eci other Integu mé_hﬁy__ﬂlructu res

' ® Flightin Animals

¢ Reslies |

& Anphibians

' Birds

e _Jm.rErtehrat&é_

® Fishes - =

al
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Skaletal and other Integumentary Structures Gallery

Tha Frsl exhibit whicr attracts the sis tors in this Galsre & the B0 feet
lergch 7angirg s<ekor of the Baleer wrale. Thare are two ypes of
whales exiss loday, Ore growgp s caled Bagen whakes | Tomhsss whak)
andtae ofher s salled as Toethed whales. Tna baleen whale axhibited hers
was washed ashore 2 Wagalors n 1876, 'r the head regon we car ses
e baleer slates rangirg fron the raef of e mouth cavity. Balaan plates
are Lseful in fllerng tre minue ergarisms whizh the whale keds o,
Baleer whzes sftain the magrurn size in the anmel sirgdor. Blua
wha'es of his casegary sitaing 20 ‘et in lergtr 51 a1 weigh up 0120 8
tons. The skull of a soohed whaks (Seenm whe €) s exnibited 0 the righl
side enz of the hal, Sperm shale, Ailler whalg, Delphirs coms Lader te
tonthed whala catzgory. Tre sperm whales ars &c called because of tre
Sperraceii ol whicr it corlairs, Toothed whales grow o 8 mazirur sz
af B fzal depsading upon t1e spesies. ~he alhar ntersicg exhizics in his
qgallere are sksleton of eleprant, rorse and man ard 3 varisy of anima
skelziong and atherintegurmentary st as of animalz which shoves teir
modificaticn aczoring (o air made of life.
N T R TP DA Cte i S il T o TR | PP s L —{03) A S =y

Flight in Animals Gallery

Skelesar of Baken whsle

Thisisasmallgallzry alloted o stowlhediffarant grovpofanimal s
zbi iy to aliain 1 .ghi. “lyirg fish, Fly'ng frog, Flyirg d-onga, Flying
squirrel ard Bat [true flighs by mammazls) arg shown as the exhibits
Treotherextibits show ke M omicry 2nd adzptakil by of the animals to
theirenvironmant.

Flying F=h

Forelgn Animales Gallery

Good collaction of Forgign Animals ars epresende:
In thiz galery. Some of te impotan exrbits of the
Foreign Avirrals Gallery are Kangaron from Auslralia,
Cstrich and Bustand kirds ram Aftica, Tapir from Malzy
Proiipalage, Wacaw pamols fom South Amerca. In
aaditen, we hava axnibits of Sulphur crested cocealon,
Mangarian ducs, Oppossuns and seme ofherint2resting
foreigr arenzls. Tapr iz represeried inoa dioama
gaoweese (explaining the life of the animalinits hahitat].

32



PR TR T TTLATIS eyt e, ) eanae

Reptile Gallery

Azplile Ga'ery consists of good 2olecizn oF Lizarss, Enakes, Crocoailes. Turles ang Tordnises, Most of the
collzctiz o7 lizards and srakes ars Souts Indisn. Both poisorous 2nd 1on-coigonzus snakes ane representad. Most
of t1e sns<Es 2re displzved as wat spotimes, Ory s4ir o “2 fzal englh Kng
cabea, 18 leel leng:h Fylhon are noczsle items. All thres Inzian varieties of
crozodiles  (Estuzdne, Marica ard Ghanal, are disslayes as siuffed
specimens. Good celleckon
7 Meinefusles andforioises
etuffed soecinetsy ame
zxFibited in slopitg c2scs in
lhee riglh! size of the -epile ,
gallen, Skedesan of Pythan

SNowIng spUr

Leatbe: Back Turllz

Amphibian Gallery

Adjacert o e Reptile galizy a smal gallery sallstted % the Soukdiar Arphizians, Specimerns of diffarent
winehes of Frogs ard Toacs ang exhibled. Moiazle ilers are Legless ampnibizng (caacilian worrg) and gisn; size

wnads
T S L Ay Y | e o e T e T S § 0 e s sl TS T S M

Birds Gallery

B rds Gallzwis situzles ir bac daces The gz lery adjazen o ihe Replilz
Gallery whesa 2ufes spacrrans of Flaminges, Dugks  Sorrarars,
Felicans, Sustands. Zpoon bil s, Heroas, Egrets, Gulls Teme Cranes. Fow
varetios, Eagles, Kites. Harrizrs, Twds and Dwlals are exiibileg. &l her
are sharles soacimens and are displaves in goos poshures. The other birz
callery Birds Gallery — 1) 5 siuzics inthe ‘st oo of e extansion ha
whizh lsads fraen the Bl gnd of he susperded whe 2 s<eeton. Here, sma
sized peszerine ang oiher vanelies of zinds are exhizited according o ther
dlessification. Whiks Peacock, Wz crow, Pink nesded duck, bones of Moz
drdarensdabe ems.

Digrame of Grey Heron

Mammals Gallery

Mammais Gallary af the Goesmmend fMussum, Chenng iz also
Incatedin o placss, The gallery adjzcent i the Birds Gallery - |, consists
of Skelezons of Eleshiart, Deer and Celphing, 2t lled spedrrens of Tiger,
Lescprars, Wild boar, Otters. Mouse deer, Dalprin, Baboon. Mikgin tahr,
Slender loriz 21d other varislics o nammals. The notaba colleclions are
Eog lawng plalpos rorm Austalia, Dugong (523 cowd fom Gulf of
Mannar, Jealion frorZalifzmiz. The other marmal galkry is siluatedin
the exersan block adjacant 1o the Birds Galle~-Il Here, diorsmc
recresentalior of Indian and Forgign animals have been dizplaved. The
nofEsle dems cisclayed are Afrizar lion. S pposatanus, Gibbon from
Asgar, Deer varielies of Sambar, Barking desr and Anlelope vadety of
Blazk bucs. blonkeyslike Sonnet macazue, Rhesus monkey Haneman lang Jar Madras larguzs, Wid boarard Wik
dogsare alsoexhibied

r ﬂ i |:.||||I| B : - :.:...l-. 1
Dioramsa of African Lion

33
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Corals and Lower Invertebrates Gallery

In te firs: Moz, tre fred gallary onthe fght s da is bre Corals and
Lowar Inwertabrates Gallery, —sre, & vadaly of Hard anc Soft
cord's sre displaveg. Other lower inveriezrates ks
Praiocoans(s ngle celled animals) Porfes (sponges)
Coaloriorases live Jely fishes, Sea ansmanas, nrelids and
atrer worms have best exvibited az wes ard dry preserved
spec s, Minae phivla exnibits have also been dispayed inths
qallery Cenfraliy. & big derama showag the Lidervater
ansiranment of aCeralraef & the hghlighl ' tris nalers,

Hard Corsl
”

Invertebrates Gallary

From the coral gallery e can erierin iothe Invartsbrates Gallery which maaly
corsists of Melluzcs, Srhroseds and Echinoderms. & vest collection of
Molliszan zhells including Hivalves, gastopods anc oiher molluscs are
exthicited, Imuorlant mollJsze ane Gig: dams from Andeman |slancs, Sacred
chanks, Poarl ayster shells gd Chambesad Maulilus. Gis sized gasirgon
ghellz are alsc sxhisied. Anoag Adhrosods 2 gocd coleclion of Crabs,
Logstars, [1socts ano Spiders ars exhib e, Good collection of Scorpions,
Perpatis and King crak: are notabz items. Ecrinode ms epresenl 3.2 fsres, Mautiviz
Spa urchirs, Sakeurching, Britte stars snd Saalilies

Fish Gallery

G002 oxleclion of Sculh [ndian fishes consisting
of Carlilagencus and Bony ‘ishes are exhibied o tnis
galery. Arrcng carileg nous fishes Sharke. Skates
an:: Reys are reprezentzd. Sig sized Rayner's shark,
Tiger shark 2nd Sting ray are exhibilad 2z wall dizplay.
Dewi taw, Elactric ray and skaleton of Desil ray are
atrer rotssle items. Amang bany Pshes amost
aomplats callgstion of South Indian bory fishes e on
dizalay. The bigpest fish in the wird, the Whials shark
5 susperded from the celing. Sword fsh, Eels,
Forcupine fisnes ars olher nolabis lams.

Vie al e Fisk Galery

This, the Zooogy Galleriss o the Gevemmment Museur. Chennai provide s very good informaticn. especially
about the Seatr Indian Faunz in an abrechive and sdocative way, Besides the exfibited spesimens, the Zoclogi
Secten possesses A large resera collecton cons'sting of over thousand specimens stored in jars 20d several dry
prasorved soec mens preserved inbioxes and czzinots.
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GEOLOGY

The Geology Section tries te present the richness of South Indian
rock formations and mineral varieties and informs the ways they are
formed, their scientific exploitations and their effects on ecology.

The history of the Gemogy Sectiod in the Governmerd: Museim, Chenral s indeed quite irlerestng

since 1 was started cnly wits the Geologizal Codaclions = the vear 1851 0LE.

The Macras Literary Soclaty. & branch of e Asiatic Scciely of Lordan, desed o have s Muzeurr of
Ecoromic Geology 31 hiadras 8nz begen callecting Geclogical specimens. Thus beganing asa Museum of Practizal
Beclogy, its scopa was later expandes o cover alithe allied fields sucn as Geners: Geology, Feirocgy, Mireralogy,

Paiasantzicgy ans Ecanomic Geahagy.

Since then. the geclogical galleries have been consideral'y improved. recrganised and modemised. The
Genks cal galan: 15 2 varfable treasure housa of Indian minersts and fas been rearranged 50 as o present ko the

visilars 2 faldy corrafate pictl-e of stratgraphy and the range and variety of mineral wealth o India

Sorme exhibits which are apecialhy straciive ara the slones, goid ones, Building slones, matecrites and a
gigantic fogail, Ammonita (aled te the lving Cultefish), The impadant collactioas in the Geolegy section 3 tha

cekestial bodies snowrias Heaven stones' ar Meleories'

Qtar daplzye are the ine drawings, pictoral exhibils likeé model of the 2aith, solarsystem, ivers, gacies,

effaciz 2ad theimpacts ofvolcanoss and earthquakes.
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aguragale of various nimarals. Thesrocks ir turm are classfisd aio 3 main divisions, ramely, 1a] lgrecus mcks (5]
Sadimerary rocks (o Matarrarphic rocks. }far__-cUs.T:,'_ms Elf'::i:.'ID{E .'nm;!irrg g&mt-:ngg-;_g;rﬂ pahhitad: ;

D
aartz iz she commonsst
rrineral widsy pressat in ozl
kinds of rocks. 1is an oxde of
51227 COZUrING A5 masses and
A5 nerAQONE crystals. Cuarz s
u=ad in te rranufaciure of

Amethyst

Arnathystis 8 purpa orvalat
varieby of Cuarz. ks oolouris
due bz manganese dinxide, |t
i& uzad as a semi-pacous
glons. Theze slores ars

q 8535 porzelain, re‘ractary,
abrasive, paint, 21sez ard
cplicsl instuments. It iz alsc
ugsd nonelallorgical ang
| chames Industries
Amingrs i usii v ralralinangari subsie e heving adefinite chemital e o and charsctanstoaloms
SiLEhIrE. A 2 pmien Of 1257008 IJqurem arg m‘_n.nstals The ‘mingsals are: ma:emsatllemman Toreover
Mrineress are the hackbore nfcurn‘r:i:lernlrr".]s.me:s, hTure Ihan 300 uaneﬂesf} rr»memla an‘:‘itnmrm'esarer‘rc‘mdad
in 1he callecion of ha Mises .

used for persona
i b 731954 iﬂnr*m.—fnt 21d ormaments
..... i B UIPoSES.
o Mo 331362 _scelily: Pacna.
~oaily Salern.

Ap B 30 Qad
Liezily Mo

§ granite, chamockie (blue

S Eqﬁahédlﬁl‘-ﬁﬁﬁ“ﬂ'

Tha varous e which are
Jssd 3s building stones are

gramitz), dicsite, dolzrice
mele, sandshne etc, This
granite 3 a polished rock
spesimen uied ir ihe
aoratruction o the Mararaja s
FalaceatMysora

A Ha, L1E
Lﬂl'.."5|r|'!|'! ‘Taladaar,
Saaindmen sl

Etnnyldetem

el F::-rllF;. Ere tlﬂﬂlﬂ‘b of
excraferasinia originwhich 3l on thé
earth from irferplanetary space. Al
ratecrites possess magnatic
propsTizs.  Imon meteorites  are
antirahy maze up of rickelifiaros iron:
Stony melexites ae made up of
sweny masses, chigfly Tereo
rragnesiar gilicatzs.  Thiz story
mebsonte is 27 g, which fell on

30.10.1984,

Thia Togsils are the resnnn zabla remains :-{’anlmalﬁ and panks Wi livedin fhe past geclogical ages and pressrved
in the rocks of the eanih crus: be nanal procese, The vanous tpes of fossil cxhibas are mainky 'r:n[l,amd froim
.ﬁrrh-“all_-‘ Th&hugaf-:ss'"a.eﬁ wumfmn"l'wual-;haraj Sars'u E:'-'."lll:lll;El:Ill'l1|'|E$:llh:I3|.ure l‘.&ardEn it

| '-'Arhmnnite'l_:h?ghll'
zenlogically it belongs 1o

Cretassare Pericd. Tha
chargzteristc fesiurg of e

O L HICT
Jurzszio Panine

i R | Brontosauns
ff:“!_'_ AT 2 hat T Thy Brovtosauns Is an exinct ':Jphla which lived
contains complicated ypes of |y doe dhe Jurassic Period of about 130 million years

e Mo gan Breline. ago. |t haz a bulky bozy. long neck and tail. Te
Lacalify: Ar yair. spaciman displayed in the pallanyis 3 plaskar mods of
Cratreanus Perian Brontosaans.
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CHEMICAL CONSERVATION SECTION

The Chemical Conservation Section tries to preserve the objects in the Museum in
their pristine form.

The Chemizal Conse~valion and Ressarcr Lazoratory in the Sovemmant Mussurn, Crannai awves bo the
scierfific vision &7d fosesicns af Or F. H Gravely. Superi=ierdant o the Goversment Musaur. Chenral in e early

19308,

Or. &. Paramasivam was appairied ag tha Chamiztin 19300 He was very aclive balh in congardation anc
rezgarch activifes. Besides fa traaiment of sronze objects, etfraloglzal, srehigzorc ang nurrismatic objects wens

Peatad,

One of e foremast actvies of the Labiorasonyis bo ergage in sonsardng the materiale of the past.

& view of Chamical Censopvation Laboramny

ar
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Irv order | dissemninste b2 expertise of the Laoorstory,
r 1974, a refresher cousse o Care of Museum
Doects was startsd by MrN Harinarayana the then
curator, Frofessionals 3+¢ st.earts of museology and
e aled subjecis received the taining. This course is
conductad auring tha manth of . urs every year Courss
on Careof Temple Antiquities forthe Executive Cfficers
of e Hindu Re g ol and Charlable Endewmen;s
Department, Governmeni o Tamil Madu, Chennai, a
courss on Care of Arce val Maerials exclusively for the

Archivsts, 8 Course cn Gare of Library Materials for
_ibrarars. a Course on Care of Art Dbjocte axclusivabs far
arl sludents et are onducks, Besces trese, fraining
pregrammres o e zchool and college sudents ara
canducled botk in Chennai and disirics on Care of o dural
Materialz and Prezseswvation of Moruments. |t has
intraduced intamship: Lraining + Conservation fo- 3 period
of one year.

Conservation of Museum Objects
Painting on Leather

SHeEr caseErsx on Exta =Hor oorsetwatan

Coing

Coppar ooing Silver coins

Ao sorsomyalion Ezors Aller e pEgrasfen Hafzre AHer caEereation
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DESIGN AND DISPLAY SECTION

The Design and Display Section is in charge of galleries and the
thematic presentation of the collection. This is to attract and sustain
the interest of viewers.

inarderto sltendio e day=ro-day rmaintaaance of seleries and setuplemporane and permanent exnibitians bt ir
Chennz: and Dislicis, 2 E‘ES*ﬂ and Dasplay caectionwas cradladathe Gavarmment Mussum, Channal inthe vear
THRE T E

OrganizingMaw Bistrict Muzannrs

A3 et tre Governrient policy, museuns 2re satup at distoct hesdquartars. The plannirg and sstablishment of new
cistrict miuseLme ars dore By the Dot ard Display Secione: e Governmen seum, Chernai

Re-orpanizationofsalienas

The Govarsrier] Museum: Cheanal hes 48 galleriss which ars Eeing modemized at ragularintzrvz's by the Deslgn
gnd - Display Section. The disticl museUme also re-cajanize her calleres 0 consultation with the Design and
Dizplay 2ection.

Euxhibitions

Eshisitkers are Seing crganized in the Govenmant Musedn, Sherai 25 wel ag outside the Misewn cn special
cocasiong. The Design and Crsplay Saction collaborsles with s hes Sections in orognizieg theee exhibdfiors.

Malntanance ol Gallanes
Mary of the galleres are made up of wooden s1oweases anc maintenance of showezses iz a macrvwark in this

museumwhic is being taken Jp by the Desagn and Display Sectionragulzdy

Lad
i
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EDUCATION SECTION

The Education Section, in coordination with all other Sections, tries to act as a bridge
between society, especially the learning younger generation and the Museum.

I thie misdem enpept mussums shoukd fiotion for Ssorease and diffuson of knowedge among e and
vomen, ‘T echieve this gos’, thev:have o e-gage armsehves 1 activiies relatad <o research, educadion, and
pressnition which are of:er oefingd a5 grea: unciioral wrindy o russums. The Govemment Museur, Chenral is
wel aware of thiz bazic fact and ace diiganty on these spherss Trom i incepten. This musesm started its
educatioral sctivities as early a5 1870 C, E. by indising popear schure programmes snder whick pesodically
scholars were inviled b delwer leciurss on tapics of pubic nteest for the bensfit of putic and studerts. Vanous
edicational crogrammes such as Special Lectias, Endovrent Lectiras, Inbamehip Twaining, At Exhibition,
Crztorical Competitons. Crawng
Compstitions. Juiz Compelitions,
and Traing on Musenlogy for :
Eluzents and Taachers, arrarged
Gallery Lectiraz ard Talks, Film
Shows  zre deing arrargad at ta
Activiy Centre. Mews Letter and
Endowmzr: Bullsling are Zging

sublizred vadvarlanty,

Ackivily Cenlra

The Goverrmen: Museum, Charnai has i cradit mora than a century of Lseful service a3 a1 duzational
nstizution nZowhindiaard tisezmestlyhopesthall~esprerzolils use’u nesswillzontiuatzexpendin

the yzarsic coms,
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