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The Tourism Endowment Lecture was instituted in the Government Museum,
Chennai, by Maurya Travels, Chennal. Several eminent scholars have deliverad
fartires under this saries. This Bulletin |s being brought out on the ocoesion o
e Ponrieam Fadowmeant | anbiss ON40 The inonture renalin i our mind e

Pt bbbl ob Raran trade with south Indin batwwet @00 6G k. wee wgo
C.k. The Indo-Roman contacts started purely for commercial reasons but
aradually extended to cultural and diplomatic exchanges. The most significant
=vidences of these contacts are the Roman coins discovered in scores of sites
inroughout South India. The Government Museum, Chennai has the bigges:
collection of these coins outside Europe. The lecture on "ROMAN COIN FINDS
POSOUTH INDIA ~ An Interpretation from the Viewpoini of Romar
Mumismatics and Economy” is being delivered by Dr. S. Suresh, a renownec
~ihaeologist and Numismatist who has done extensive research on Indiar
architecture and art including Numismatic Art.

¢t Haph Uro. auresh for providing the lecture scripts prepared by him well in

=vancs to enable us to release the bulletin on the cocasion of his lecture. | am
confident that this slim volume will be very useful to Historlans, Archaeologists

and Mumismatists and all others interested in India's rich heritage and culture,

Dr. T.S. Sridhar






ROMAN COIN FINDS IN SOUTH INDIA - AN
INTERPRETATION FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF ROMAN
NUMISMATICS ANN ECONOMY

Introduction
Despite the efforts of numerous scholars for nearly two centuries, the
commercial, cultural and diplomatic ties between the kingdoms of ancient India,
mainly South India, and the Roman world remain vague in the minds of many
contemporary archaeologists and historians and are rarely included in university
courses on Roman history and art. These contacts are, however, the most
significant examples of globalization and cultural cross-fertilization during
antiquity. Thousands of Roman merchants and their African and Arabian
representatives came to india, often accompanied by artisans and craftsmen
from the Mediterranean lands. Many of them even settled in India, adjusting
themselves to the Indian climate and lifestyle.

Tha Rome-india anntan? 1ieeerhigetly hadan for commetoial reasons hut
adirme of e, it gty wabwitaasd fn il ifbmrstmbimr ol b o immump LTS

the exchange of diplomatic embassies. But the trade contacts were the most
important and visible. The contact began around the second century B.C.E. and
reached its zenith during the rule of the Roman emperors Augustus (27 B.C -14
C.E.} and Tiberius (14-37 C.E.). The links continued during the reigns of the
emperors Gaius or Caligula (37-41 C.E.), Claudius (41-54 C.E.) and Nero (54-68
C.E.).Towards the end of the first century C.E., there was a slow but steady
decline in the trade. During the subsequent centuries, specially after the creation
of the Tetrarchy by the Roman emperor Diocletian in 293 C.E. and the
conseqguent division of the Roman Empire into the East and the West, the trade
declined further until it ended around the seventh century C.E.

The Romans came te India in search of Indian gemstones, sifk, cotton
ivory, spices, sandalwood and peacocks. Indian gemstones. mainiy beryl. and
Mrisk yoinub. ssbecldliv beboer e marigam. were 0 graet damand s b
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Rear Matketc. It retutn, indis outeines ootal, wine, wive wil mrd retsis sueh
as gold, silver and copper from Rome. The metals imported from Rome were

mostly in the form of coins and medals.

Ancient literary works, both Graeco-Roman and Tamil, throw welcome
light on the long and interesting story of the Rome-India links. The principal
Graeco-Roman works dealing with the trade include Naturalis Historia or
Natural History by Pliny (77 C.E.), the Periplus Marns Erythraei by an
anonymous author (80-89 C.E.?) and the Geography by Claudius Ptolemy (150
C.E.). Ancient Tamil poems like the Ahananuru and the Purananuru contain
limited references to the trade.

As most of the exports from India were perishable goods such as spices,
textiles and peacocks, archaeological evidences for the trade within the Roman
territories are scarce. Most of the archaeological finds have been reported from

India. mainlv South indie Many nF *“gem Snple gro mlither unpublishat ot siss.
baally publlishad K Mle-known ioeni Jeurrisin Wi Hutes, Heruin sty

Ty

unknown to scholars outside India. Not surprisingly, European and American
archaeologists, unaware of these discoveries, tend to underestimate the volume
and historical importance of the trade.

Since the late-eighteenth century, archaeologists and treasure-diggers
have unearthed thousands of ancient Roman coins, sometimes in association
with Roman jewellery, in scores of sites throughout South India. Besides Roman
coins, Roman ceramics have also been discovered in many places in India.
Among such finds are the amphora jars--long conical jars with handles on both
sides. These jars came to India, mostly filled with Roman wine and olive oil. Such

jars are found mostly in western and southern India. The terra sigillata-- a class
of ancient pottery inciuding mauld-made decorated vessels as wel as

undecorated wheel-made ones produced in Italy—have bean found in a fow sitas

kg Arkgmiety and Algogil e B s thmoptien el Other g ot
Ruman terrasntta objeets sueh as lamps and icons are very few in india. A few

such lamps have been found in Arikamedu. Roman glass including raw glass,

glass vessels and beads were imported into India. Among these objects, the
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glass vessels are widely known. These include small ribbed glass bowls reported
from Daranikota in Andhra Pradesh and Arikamedu in Pondicherry, both in
southern India.
Saelige studles on the Roman aoin #inds In Indle
The Roman coin finds in India constitute the largest and most significant source
for the study of the Rome-India contacts. Interest in the study of these coins
dates back to the early nineteenth century. The very presence of these coins in
the remote sites of India appeared strange and unusual to the nineteenth century
scholars because such finds, that too in large numbers, had never been recorded
earlier. Hence, the attention of the early scholars was confined to simply
reporting the finds. No attempt was made to analyse the historical significance of
the coins. Thus, most of the early published accounts are descriptive notices of
the finds. These notices, scattered in various obscure journals and museum
reports, often constitute the sole evidence, published or otherwise, for many of
the early finds.

The nineteenth century authors did not identify many of the features

‘e e the Inman oolne founed 1= els Ranh fegtures Include the oresence of
imitmtiore smorg ihe finds snd the ssuntersrking of 8 tew of the ooide with
minute symbols. The significance of the slash marks on the Roman coins in

India, was, for the first time, analysed in detail by G.F.Hill in his famous article on
the aurei find from Pudukkottai in Tamil Nadu (1898} which, till date, is the largest
slashed aurei hoard in the whole of India.

The utilization of the Roman numismatic finds in India for the study of the
pattern of Indo-Roman trade was first attempted by Bishop Caldwell (1851).
Basing his observations on a study of the very large Kottayam (Kerala) hoard, he
made a pioneering attempt to trace the route adopted by the Romans to reach
the Malabar ports. He also hinted at the use of the Roman coins as ‘money’ by
the ancient Indians. It was, however, Robert Sewell (1904) who systematically
classified all the Roman coins found in India, known to him, emperor-wise and
concluded that the trade began under Augustus (37 B.C.-44 C.E.). reached its

e e dar Neer (BARR £ R 4 sxp damn moaph in slowly Henling yatil the e nf
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Caracalla (198-217C.E.) but was revived slightly in the fourfh-ﬁfth centuries C.E.
Most of the later scholars including E.H.Warmington (1928, 1974)
T.G.Aravamuthan (1942). Mortimer Wheeler (1961. 19,34} , P.L.Gupta {1966).

st oy 11980) and Bbye Busghaus (A904) hoy goosetsd moet of Buwsll'e
observations in the light of additional evidences. -David W. MacDowali

(1991,1996), however, differs from all the other scholars by asserting that the
height of the Indo-Roman trade was after Nero and that all the Roman
Republican and Julio-Claudian coin finds in India were exported from Rome after
70 CE. '

Most of the studies, by both Indian and European scholars, on the Roman
coins found in India have hitherto been from the perspective of the history and
economy of India. The present study is a modest attempt to analyze these coin
finds from the standpoint of Roman numismatics and economy. This Paper
attempis to correlate the earlier studies on the subject with my recent research,
in the museums in U.K. and France ({2010), aided by a study grant from the
ltalian Embassy Cultural Centre, New Delhi.

~hronolodgy, distribution pattern dnd somposition of thea finde
The Roman coins found in India range in date from the Republican
(second-first centuries B.C.) down to the Byzantine (fifth century C.E.) periods.
There are two major areas of concentration of the finds—the Coimbatore region
in Tamil Nadu and the Krishna valley in Andhra Pradesh, both in South India.
The adjoining Karnataka-Kerala regions have yieilded a moderate number of
finds. There is a paucity of such numismatic finds on the West coast specially in
the Maharashtra-Gujarat region. The finds from Central, Northwestern, Northern
and Eastern India are also scarce(Map-1). Further, each of the finds from the
latter regions contain very few coins, compared to the large hoards in the South.
in different parts of India, the Roman coins occur in various contexts. The
majority of the finds occur as hoards, usually in a spherical earthenware pot.
Rarsly tha hoard is found in 2 brags or bronze vagsal. While in soma parts of the

e eiibe B BRdbie o srepekbeaier 1 oliue whate Bemnn laglnne were
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stationed, in India, the hoards appear to be the result of some panic or fear of a
sudden attack or war or some natural calamity which forced the people to hide
their wealth, away from nature’s fury and human attacks. The cluster of hoards in
the neighbourhood of Coimbatore may have been hidden or lost by travelers
threatened by the brigands operating in the area which, due to its hilly terrain and
its being the ‘border’ of the Sangam Chola, Sangam Chera and Sangam Pandya
kingdoms, provided ideal 'escape- routes’ to the bandits. Surface finds of single
Roman coins are also often reported from South India. A few sites like
Chavadipalaiyam and Coimbatore, again in South India, have yielded Roman

lsapam within megalithio greven  Qemen ngine frem erchesoioglon) exoavations

ara No. Al aerimieh 0 INdis e 0 iHe Ketign Gomite aites. 10 andeln perde of
india and adjoining regions, Roman coins are sometimes found in a ‘ritualistic’

context, a context hardly known in the Roman territories. For instance, the
Roman coin finds from Ahin Posh, Manikyala and some more sites in the
Pakistan-Afghanistan region are part of ritualistic deposits within Buddhist
Stupas. The use of the Roman coins as ritual offerings is comparatively rare in
South India. However, it has recently been reported that a few sites such as
Bavikonda and Totlakonda in Andhra Pradesh have yielded Roman coins within
the precincts of Buddhist monuments. Again, Roman coins have been found
below the foundations of an old Hindu temple at Nellore {(Andhra} and within a
Hindu temple at Saidapet (Chennai). Many published accounts, however, simply
do not distinguish between coins found within the compound of a temple or

mongttary viz. coins Intended for future use, and those found purposely
deposited below a temple or within a stupa , as a gift to the shrine, never to be

used again,

Coming to the export of Roman coins from the empire, as the Romans traded
with many kingdoms spread throughout the then known world, their coins have
been recurrently discovered in hundreds of sites in Europe, Africa and Asia.
These coins thus acquired the status of a multinational currency, comparabie to
the present-day U.S. dollars that are accepted as valid legal tender in severa!

commercial establishments in Singapore and Europe. There are wide differences
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in the metal, denomination, wear-condition and quantity of the Roman coins

found in the different regions. These 'differences’' may be explained by the

varlations In the ‘nature’, ‘volume' and 'period’ of the Roman trade In each of
those territories. The varying monetary policies of the different Roman emperors

and the consequent changes in the metallic composition and metrology of their
coins had a direct bearing on the export of these coins to Free Germany,
Scandinavia, Eastern Europe, Arabia as well as India and Sri Lanka.

The composition of many of the Roman coin hoards in India is quite
different from those within the Roman empire and territories adjoining the empire.
This is not surprising because the quantum and types of Roman coins circulating
in the empire was certainly more than those in India. As regards the specific
types of Roman coins found in India, two types predominate, both in gold and
silver—the 'Gaius and Lucius Caesars rgvergg' type of Augustus and the '‘Pontif
Maxim' type of Tiberius. The high incidence of these two varieties may either be
purely accidental or at best, be attributed to the easy availabiiity of these

common types to the Western traders visiting India. These types do not seem to
have bsen spscially minted for the Indim trade bsoause they have bsen
recovered, in considerable numbers, throughout the Roman empire. Also, there

is no reason to belie:ve that there was a special preference for these two types by
the Indians themselves.

The earliest Roman coins to reach India are of silver. All the Republican
issues found in India are of silver. This can be attributed to the fact that these
silver coins formed the principal denomination of the Republican monetary
system. The gold coins were seldom minted and, at any point of time, did not
form part of the regular Republican coinage. They were occasionally struck for
use by the military and are now very rare even in Europe.

During the period of civil strife, following the assassination of Julius
Caesar in 44 B.C., gold coins were minted by many of the contenders of the

politicai power, mainly Mark Antony and Octavian. The gold issues of Qctavian

(later Augustus) eventually evolved into the first Roman imperial gold colnage.
These developments are ciearly reflected in the Roman coln finds in India. In
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india, among the Augustan and Tiberian finds, gold coins are seen but silver
ones predominate. From the time of Gaius, however, there is a gradual increase
in the number of gold issues vis-a-vis the silver ones. One reason for this is that

during the reigns of Gaius, Claudius and Nero, Roman gold coins were minted in
larger quantities than the silver ones. It is also clear that as soon as the Roman

gold began to reach india, the Indians exhibited a preference for the gold issues
even before Nero's currency reform of 64 C.E. which reduced the purity of the
denarius and the weight of the aureus. It is pertinent to note that the heavy pre-
64 C.E. aurei are asen in very large quantities compared to the later ssues In
india, even in hoards with a terminus post quem (TPQ) of the late first or second
centuries C.E. This is neither because the Indians, who were mainly concerned
with the bullion value of the Roman issues, desired to acquire the heavier aurei,
nor because the Roman traders themseives preferred to trade in the old heavy
aurel in India for a profit instead of the new lighter ones, both of which had the
same nominal value in the Roman market. On the other hand, as the Indo-

qoman trade reached its peak much before 84 C.E., the majority, if not all, of the
pra-64 C.&E, aurml remched Indin hatare the refarm of 84 o, N, Thins, at no paint of
time, there was any special preference for the heavier aurei by the Indian or the

)oman merchants. Due to economic problems, many of Nero's successors
introduced currency reforms that consistently reduced the weight and the purity
of the coins. This, by the time of Caracalia (198-217 C.E.), the denarius
contained barely 40% silver. This may further explain the Indians’ growing
preference for the gold issues instead of the lighter silver coins of doubtful purity.
‘ndeed, silver issues post-dating Nero are very few in the Indian sub-continent—
2 coin of Vespasian from Jabalpur (Madhya Pradesh); 2 denarii of Hadrian (117-
138 C.E.)- 1 from the Pakii (Pakistan) and the other from the Laccadive hoard-
and a few more finds.

Finds of first century Roman base metal coins are very few in India, But
the number of such ¢oins gradually increases during the subsequent centuries.

By the fourth-fifth centurles C.E., the majority of the Roman coins reaching Indla
are of copper.
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One could trace a subtle link between the metal of the Roman coiné of
different periods in india and the type and quantity of Inélian goods exported to

rome duwing those periods. 'n the firet century C.E. when the volume of trade
was very large and it mostly involved precious goods like gemstones and ivory,

the use of copper coins in these ‘high-value transactions' was not thought of.
‘hus, the Roman coins of this period found in India are of gold and silver. But
from the end of the first century C.E. when the trade began to be gradually
sonfined to non-luxury items such as cotton and pepper, there is a stow and

steady increase in the number of Roman copper coins reaching India.

Slash marks and countermarks on the coins

One of the unusual features of the Roman coin finds in India is the
presence, on some of the coins, of slash marks, generally 1 to 2mm long, -
effected by a knife or a chisel or a file. Such marks are totally absent on Roman
coins found outside India including those reported from Sri Lanka, Africa and

Cantral Asia. There are over 20 well-racorded slagshed coin finds in india. There
have been reports of a few more slashed coins, speclally the denaril, but neither

the exact find-spot nor the circumstances of these finds are known,
7he site-by-site distribution of the known slashed coins is as follows:

Site Number of slashed coins
Tamilnadu:

Kaliyampattur 4

Madurai Hills 5

Pudukkottai q 461

Tondamanathan 2

Soriyapattu 3

Site Numbar of slashed coins
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Andhra Pradesh:

Akkanpalle 1505
Allury 1
Gumada 8+
Nagavarappupadu 58
Nandyal 17
Nasthullapur 16
Psddabankur 2+
Peddakodamagundila 3
Penuganchiprolu <200
Vinukonda 2

Kerala: 7
Eyyal
Karnataka;
Belgaum 30+

Maharashtra:
Adam 11
Uppavahr 1
Madhya Pradesh:

Chakherbedha 1
Total 2336+

There have been a number of opinions regarding the significance of the
slash marks on the Roman coins in india. G.F.Hill was the first to comment on
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the purpose of the slashes in his famous paper on the Pudukkotai hoard of
Roman aurei, published in the Numismatic Chronicle in 1898. Later many other
cehalgrs hevs put forth varlous theories regarding the purpose of these marks.
Muost or the ascholars oplne that the slashes ware Inteanded to cancsel out the
issuing authority before these coins wefe used as money in India. A few scholars
have also stated that the slashes may be the result of Muslim or Buddhist
iconoclasm. But none of these theories are convincing because of the extremely
limited occurrence of the phenomenon. Future discoveries and studies alone
may enable us to know the precise purpose of these chisel cuts.

Yet another peculiar characteristic of the Roman coin finds in India is the
accurrence of countermarks on some of the coins. The marks include dots,
sresceiis, circles, lines and letters of the Roman alphabet such as C, S, etc. All
the marks are generally extremely smaill in size.

Most of the earlier scholars either did not keenly observe these
countermarks or have chosen to ignore them. Indeed, it is surprising that many
coins belonging to well-known hoards which have been repeatedly photographed
and published bear interesting countermarks which have never been studied or
described. And the tiny marks are rarely discernible on the published
ohotographs of these coins. There are instances, specially in the case of worn’

silver coins, where it has been very difficult to ascertain whether some of the
minute lines, curves and dots are actually countermarks or mere accidental
scratches.  Also the countermarks are sometimes partially obliterated by the
slash marks.

There are around 1500 well-attested countermarked coins spread over 16

sites. The site-wise break-up of the countermarked coins is given below:

Site ~Number of countermarked ¢olng

Tamiinadu:




Akhilandapuram
Budinatham
Koneripatti
Pudukkottai
Madurai(?)

Kerala:

Nadumkandam
walHymliy
Indian Islands:

Kadamat Island

Kaarnataka:

Yeshwantpur .
Andhra Pradesh:

Akkanpalle
Daarmavaripalem
Kudaavelli

Nagavarappupadu *
Nasthullapur

Fuddabankur
Uttar Pradesh:

Total

Roman Coln Fnds In South India - An interpretation From
The Viewpocint Ol Roman Numismatics And Economy

3
200+
3+

1

1

1514+
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Many of the countermarked issues occur in hoards. In Tamil Nadu, the
mrgest and most interesting hoard containing countermarked coins is the one
'ound at Budinatham (also called VadaBudinatham) near Udumalpet, in
“ebruary, 1946. The hoard contains 1408 denarii. Some of the countermarks
seeri on a few of these coins are Roman letters or legends. The hoard is in the
Sovernment Museum in Madras (Chennai}. A detailed catalogue of this hoard is
nearing completion.

Roman ¢oins béaring countermarks are also known in European sites. In
Zurope, during the Julio-Claudian period {Augustus to Nero) and upto the
opening months of Vespasian's reign (69-79 C.E.), the practice of
~nuniermarking brass and copper coins was quite widespread. The emperor
©ooront g anieed countermarks o some of the Republican and early imperial
siver cuins also. These countermarks, mostly in the form of short Latin legends,
1zuaily served one of the following three distinct purposes:
1.To exiend the area‘in which the coin would be accepted as currency
T orolong the useful life of a coin which had been in circulation over an
=xtendad period of time
3. To denote that a new authority was converting someone else’s coin onto its
own,

But the countermarks seen on the Roman coins in India are very different
from those seen on the above coins in 'Europe. While the marks in Europe are
mainly Latin legends, the majority of the marks in India are geometric designs,
lines and dots. Again, in Europe, the marks are mainly seen on base metal and
silver coins while in India, the marks usually occur on silver and to a lesser
zxient, on gold coins also. Thus, one may conclude that the marks on the coins

i indiz were eoffocted after thay reached this tand. The precise purpose or
sianificance of these countermarks on the coins in India is not clear. The

aossibility of these marks being effected to test the quality of the metal is ruled
sui because many of the marks are intricate floral or geometric designs. The

sountermarks may be bankers’ marks or ownership marks. The necessity of
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stamping one’s ownership mark would arise only on specific occasions’ when the
soins (wealth) of different individuals are being handed over for safe custody to a
single money-lender or banking institution. Significantly, early Indian epigraphs
allude to such deposition of coins with corporate bodies.

Imitation coins

Imitations of Roman coins have been reported form nearly 30 sites, all
confined to specific regions of western and southern India. It is plausible that a
few more published finds also contained imitations that were never identified and
recorded. The imitations occur in gold, silver, copper and iead. The copper
imitations, though confined to the smallest number of sites, are the most
numerous.

The earliest imitations in India are the silver copies of the common types
of Augustus and Tiberius. Gold imitations of the Julio-Claudian period are

sitramely scarce. THe imitations of the (ate first and the second centuries C.E.
are, hawsvar, all af gold and they reprasent a wide rapnge of typas. The coppar

imitations are mostly of the fourth- fifth centuries C.E. and they often occur is
zssociation with the genuine late Roman and Byzantine coppers at Madurai and
arur in Tamil Nadu.

Like the genuine Roman coins, many of the known Roman imitation
issues in India seem to have been die-struck. The existence of a possible die-link
between the various imitation coins of the Gumada hoard (Andhra) has also been
suggested. We have, however, also observed a few imitations produced by the
casting process.

It was originally believed that plated Roman coins—base metal ‘coins
olated with a silver or gold coating,-- mainly the Gaius and Lucius Caésares
reverse type denarii of Augustus, were specially manufactured for the India trade.

* has, however, now been confirmed that the majority of the denaril, including
those which have been Identified as Imitations, In india, are not plated |ssues,

Bui the archaeological excavations at Peddabankur (Andhra) have brought to

Hght, in stratified deposits, 8+ worn imitation Roman silver coins, some of them
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plated ones. Plated aurei too are extremely scarce both in India and elsewhere,
the only weli-attested find of such a coin being the one from Kondapur (Andhra).
‘{ has been opined that this coin is aﬂistica!ly superior to most of the other
Roman imitations in India.

It would now be relevant to note a few important characteristics pertaining
to the gold and silver Roman imitations in India. Taking first the silver imitations,
& may be said that alt the known denarii copies belong to the first century C.E.
and are almost identical to the original ones in size, thickness, weight and the
surity and colour of the metal. Apparently, the maker of the imitations has tried

= eve hast to reproduce all ths features of the original coins on the copies. But
h was Incapables of correctly reading the legends on the genuine coins and

dese accounts for the few mistakes in the inscriptions on the copies. The main
soint of difference, between the genuine and the imitation denarii, however, is
hat the figures and devices on the latter are artistically of a lower standard than
032 oo the former. The reason for this may again be precisely due to the fact
‘hat the manufacturers of these copies, being ignorant of Roman mythology and
=i, would have, not surprisingly, portrayed the Roman rulers and divinities in a
sormparatively crude fashion.

A few attempts to compare the imitation denarii finds in India and those
caperizd from urgpe have been made but there is no unanimity of opinion
regarding the artistic value of the Indian imitations vis-a-vis those reported from
the Danubian region and elsewhere. There have been opinions both for and
zgainss the theory that the denarii copies in India are artistically superior than

s omoorted from the regions within the Roman empire. In any cese, It is
slear that the denarit coples In India difter from those discovered elsewhere with

regard o weight and also the metallic composition.

The general characteristics of the imitation Roman gold coins in India are
a striking contrast to those of the denarii copies in this country. Unlike the silver
imitations, atleast a few of the gold copies in India are totally different from the
original Roman gold coins in size, fabric and weight. It is also pertinent o note

inai although the legends of both the gold and silver imitations are garbled, the
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legends on the denarii copies can atleast be read and understood and can be
matched with the legends on the corresponding genuine denarii. But in the case
of the majority of the gold imitations, the legends on them hardly convey any
meaning and hence, cannot be unequivocally matched with the legends on any
of the original Roman issues. This is most startlingly illustrated in the imitation
aurei where the obverse legends consist of mere tiny horizontal strokes and
circles or dots which have been engraved merely to indicate the presence of
legends’ which do not convey any meaning whatsoever, Again, unlike the
denarii copies, the gold imitations often exhibit known obverse and reverse
iypes but in ‘impossible’ combinations. Example: An imitation aureus

Yernvarad In South India, bearing sn obverse type of 8aptimius Severus (183-
211 G.E.)and a reverse type of Marcus Aurelius (161-180 CE)

Compared to the silver copies, the gold imitations are more widespread.
Again, while all the denarii imitations in India are of the first century A.D, the
gold copies range in date from the first century A.D to the fourth century C.E.
and even later. Not surprisingly, the stylistic features and the artistic value of all
the known silver imitations are almost identical whereas the gold copies,
velonging to varied periods and regions, exhibit wide variations in style.

One is able to observe a direct correlation between the artistic merit of
the Indian imitations and that of the corresponding genuine Roman gold and
silver issues. For instance, we know that the original Roman goid coins were
artistically of a higher standard than the genuine denarii. The known gold copies
are also certainly of a superior lavel of artistic workmanship than the denarii
copies.  Similarly, it Is well-known that compared to the obverse, the reverse
motifs on the genuine Roman coins are treated with less care by the minter
because a mediocre standard of technical achievement was considered
sufficient for the reverse themes and hence, the reverse figures and devices are
generally not as aesthetically appealing as the royal bust on the obverse. The
Saime phenomenon is discernible in the case of the Indian imitations too. Also,
the makers of the imitations always reproduced complete or full obverse or

reverse types on the copies and did not, under any circumstances, add or alter



Roman Coin Finds In South Indla - An Inferpretolion From
The Viewpeoint Of Roman Numismatics And Economy

the decorative features and/or attributes pertaining to any of the figures
appearing on the genuine coins.

Coming to the copper imitations, these form a distinct group. The dumpy
figures on the worn tiny copper copies are often partially out of the flan. In many
instances, the copper copies are strikingly similar to their genuine counterparts.
Hence, it is very difficult to distinguish the copper copies from the original
copper coins,

All the Roman imitation coins in India, whether in gold, silver or copper,
appear to have been produced in India. The Roman coins circulated as money in
certain parts of South India and whenever there was a shortfall in the supply of
ihe genuine coins from the West, imitations were manufactured. interestingly,
many of these imitations like the genuine Roman coins found in India, feature

slash marks and countermarks.
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